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Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission
Planning Committee Meeting Agenda
Virtual Meeting – Zoom
June 15, 2021 | 5 p.m.
1. Call to Order and Introductions
2. Approval of May 18, 2021 Minutes. Attachment 1
3. M.R. #21-18| Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation would like to acquire ~21.9 acres (Tax Parcel #
025-291-0, located on W WT Harris Blvd, to connect the Long Creek and Dixon Branch greenways.
Attachment 2
Staff Resource:
Alberto Gonzalez, Planning
Caroline Sawyer, Asset and Facility Management
4. Discuss and consider making a recommendation on the Recommended Draft Charlotte Future 2040

Comprehensive Plan
You may access the recommended draft plan by clicking the following link: Recommended Draft
Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan
Staff Resource: Alysia Osborne, PD&D Division Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning.
Action Requested: Discuss and consider making a recommendation on the recommended draft
Recommended Draft Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

5. Receive introduction on the Center City Vision Plan (20 minutes)
Staff Resource: Grant Meacci, PD&D Division Manager of Design & Preservation
Michael Smith, Charlotte Center City Partners
You may access the recommended draft plan by clicking the following link:
https://www.allin2040.com/plan-preview

6. Adjournment

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission

Draft – ATTACHMENT 1

Planning Committee Virtual Meeting - Zoom
DRAFT Minutes
May 18, 2021 – 5:00 p.m.
Attendance
Planning Committee Members Present: Chairperson Sam Spencer, Vice Chairperson Phillip Gussman; and
Commissioners Astrid Chirinos, John Ham, John Fryday, and Cozzie Watkins
Planning Committee Members Absent: Commissioner, Courtney Rhodes
Planning Staff Present: Kathy Cornett, Zenia Duhaney, Alberto Gonzalez, Taiwo Jaiyeoba, Catherine Mahoney, Alysia
Osborne and Candice Rorie
Other Staff Present: Anne-Rose Loy, General Services, David Love, Charlotte Water Storm Water Services, and Mike
Tully, The Mecklenburg County Alcohol Beverage Control Board
Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Spencer called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m., welcomed everyone and introduced each commissioner
and staff member.
Virtual Meeting Rules and Guidelines
Chairperson Spencer explained the virtual meeting rules and guidelines. The meeting was livestreamed on Facebook
Live. A link for the public to view the meeting’s livestream is posted on the Planning, Design & Development
Department’s webpage.
Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Vice-Chairperson Gussman to approve the
April 20, 2021 minutes. The minutes were unanimously approved.
Chairperson Spencer asked that the minutes from May 11, 2021 be amended. Vice Chairperson Gussman also advised
the committee of his motion to modify the minutes in order to clarify his motion to endorse the Charlotte Future 2040
Comprehensive Plan with suggested changes. He explained this may have been perceived as being overall or overarching
agreement for the entire plan, which has not been finalized. Chairperson Spencer asked for the unanimous consent of
committee members to change the minutes. Commissioner Fryday requested that the Chairperson repeat the motion.
Chairperson Spencer restated the motion noting the current language as, “A motion was made by Vice Chairperson
Gussman and seconded by Commissioner Fryday to endorse the Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan with the
suggested changes”.
A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Gussman and seconded by Commissioner Fryday to amend the
May 11, 2021 minutes to read “A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Gussman and seconded by
Commissioner Fryday to endorse the suggested changes to the Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The
motion was unanimously approved. 5-0”. The motion was unanimously approved.
A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Gussman and seconded by Commissioner Fryday to approve the
May 11, 2021 minutes. The minutes were unanimously approved. 6-0
Planning Commissioners Ham and Watkins were asked to state for the official record how they would have voted on the
possible changes to the Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Both responded their votes would have been in the
affirmative.
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Mandatory Referrals
M.R. #21-14| The ABC Board would like to purchase from EM&C, Investments, LLC, approximately 1.63 acres of land
(Parcel 05114123) located at 11870 University City Boulevard.
M.R. #21-15|. The City of Charlottes propose to sell two City-owned parcels on Whitham Passage (Parcels 105-311-10
and 105-271-98), located in Council District 4, for the purpose of market and sale.
M.R. #21-16| The City of Charlotte is proposing to sell in fee simple 0.856 acres of Right-of-Way of a 130.00-acre Cityowned parcel (PID #113-291-02) located at 8101 Dixie River Road.
M.R. #21-17| Mecklenburg County’s Storm Water Services Program proposes to acquire two flood prone properties
located at 5715 and 5727 Wedgewood Drive (Parcels 171-091-04 and 171-091-06). Charlotte Water proposes to acquire
a flood prone property located at 1230 E. Woodlawn Road (Parcel 171-042-36) for construction of a sewer project.
Chairperson Spencer explained the mandatory referral process. Commissioners were asked if they wanted to pull any of
the Mandatory Referrals. Commissioner Fryday asked to discuss M.R. #21-17. Commissioner Chirinos called the
standard wording used to address mandatory referrals on page 10 of the May 18 minutes into question. The
Chairperson explained that the language is usually used to convey committee comments. Commissioner Chirinos then
asked to pull M.R. #21-14.
Mandatory Referrals Questions & Responses
Alberto Gonzalez, Planning Staff presented the Mandatory Referrals, starting with M.R. #21-17.
•

Commissioner Fryday commented that it seems that CDOT has one view of how this would affect some FEMA issues
and Storm Water Services has another. Mr. Gonzalez responded that CDOT’s concern is that if they use FEMA funds
to buy property and Woodlawn Road needs widening in the future, there will be encumbrances on the area. County
Storm Water Services has provided language to address this issue in the future. Commissioner Fryday reiterated that
we should treat this as a critical public facility and it appears that CDOT and Storm Water Services differ on the way
they view the property.

Candice Rorie, Planning Staff further explained the comment from CDOT was a question regarding the nature of the
purchase and as to whether there would be encumbrances. In the statement, they were confirming that there are no
Federal funds utilized in the use or purchase of the property. Commissioner Fryday thanked staff for their responses and
had no further comment.
The presentation continued with Mandatory Referrals #21-14. Candice Rorie finished the presentation on M.R. #21-14
as the Zoom connection was lost with Mr. Gonzalez. She suggested that questions be directed to Mike Tully from
Mecklenburg County Alcohol Beverage Control Board. For the record, Mr. Tully provided a correction to the address of
M.R. #21-14.
•
•
•

Commissioner Ham asked how far the locations are from each other. Mr. Tully responded approximately two miles.
Commissioner Watkins asked if this is going to cause an increase in size due to distribution of alcohol products, or is
it going to be one spot for another. Mr. Tully responded it is going to be one spot for another and we anticipate
having almost identical square footage; replacing the building that we are losing in the NCDOT project.
Commissioner Chirinos asked if they would have to demolish the building where they are located and move to
another building. Mr. Tully responded yes. Commissioner Chirinos also asked are there criteria as to how far ABC
stores must be located from each other and how far is the next ABC store. Mr. Tully responded there is no criteria
and the next ABC store is just short of 5 miles in another county. Commissioner Chirinos thanked Mr. Tully for his
responses.
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The Chairperson asked if there were any other questions an, hearing none, entertained a motion. For the record, he
commented that the word agency should be changed to agencies in the motion.
A motion was made by Commissioner Fryday and seconded by Vice Chairperson Gussman stating that the
Planning Committee reviewed M.R. #21-14, M.R. #21-15, M.R. #21-16, and M.R. #21-17 on May 18, 2021 and
has no additional comments for the submitting agencies. The motion was unanimously approved. 6-0
Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan Process Update and Next Steps
Planning Director Taiwo Jaiyeoba provided a brief update regarding the status of the release of the recommended
version of the 2040 draft plan, scheduled for Wednesday, May 19, 2021 by close of business. He also discussed City
Council’s straw vote the previous night. He also pointed out council’s approval of the Planning Committee’s
recommendations for the Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan. In his overview, he discussed all the
recommended changes for the plan and summarized the timeline.
Next Steps
• Brief the press on Thursday, May 20, 2021 after the plan is released. This will help spread the word during a twoweek period.
• Come back to Planning Commission/Planning Committee in early June to provide feedback.
• Go to Council on Monday, May 24, 2021 to provide information and answer any questions.
• Adoption of the Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan scheduled for Monday, June 21, 2021.
Chairperson Spencer asked when the Planning Committee is expected to vote on the final draft changes. The response
was Tuesday, June 15, 2021. During the discussion, the Chairperson posed further questions about how to rally the
community, city, and have everyone embrace and support the document. Mr. Jaiyeoba suggested one way to unite the
community is through messaging. He also discussed the ways in which the plan will benefit the community. He also
discussed other cities who have adopted comprehensive plans and the processes they used to get there.
Alysia Osborne explained the upcoming expectations for the second draft.
Expectations Second Draft
• Creating a Social Media & Communications Strategy around the revisions. These can be shared with Commissioners.
• Within each Chapter of the plan there will be a summary of what to expect.
• Within each comment reviewed will be the comment as received, the revision, and source (Council, Planning
Commission, community, staff).
• Will provide highlights of changes to the commission and will also provide them on-line.
The Chairperson stated that the next scheduled Planning Committee meeting is Tuesday, June 15, 2021. After additional
discussion the Chairperson adjourn the meeting.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 5:41 p.m.
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Initiated by:
Submitted by:
Reviewed by:

W. Lee Jones, Park and Recreation
Caroline Sawyer, Asset and Facility Management
Alberto Gonzalez, Planning, Design and Development Department

ATTACHMENT 2

MANDATORY REFERRAL | REPORT NO. 21-18
Proposal to acquire property on W WT Harris Blvd

PROJECT PROPOSAL AND LOCATION:
Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation would like to acquire Tax Parcel # 025-291-01, located on W WT
Harris Blvd, in Charlotte. This property is +/- 21.910 acres, zoned R-3, and is currently vacant land. The parcel
is bound on the northwest side by I-485 and on the southwest side by W WT Harris Blvd. A shopping center
borders the southeast side of the property. Dixon Branch, which is a tributary to Long Creek, bisects the parcel
and is paralleled on the southeast side by a sewer line and on the northwest side by a Colonial Gas pipeline.
Much of the parcel supports mature floodplain forest.
PROJECT JUSTIFICATION:
This parcel is just upstream of the confluence of Long Creek and Dixon Branch. Park and Recreation’s longterm plan for the greenway system in this area includes connecting Long Creek and Dixon Branch Greenways.
Acquisition of this parcel is critical for the department to realize a continuous connection of the two greenways
and is supported by the department’s master plan.
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED PUBLIC POLICIES:
Acquisition of this property is consistent with the Park and Recreation Master Plan which calls for expanding
the County’s greenway system along the County’s many creeks and streams.
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED LAND USE PLANS:
The portion of the parcel within the FEMA Floodplain is recommended for park/open space, and the remaining
portion of the parcel is recommended for residential/office/retail as per the North Lake Area Plan (adopted
2008).
PROJECT IMPACT:
Acquisition of this property will help provide the real estate needed to connect Long Creek and Dixon Branch
Greenways
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROJECTS:
There are no known related public or private projects.
ESTIMATED PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:
Acquisition of this parcel would occur in late FY21 or early FY22.
JOINT USE TASK FORCE REVIEW COMMENTS:
The Joint Use Task Force reviewed this proposal electronically and offered no comments.
PLANNING STAFF REVIEW:
Planning staff has reviewed the proposed and has the following comments:
Conclusions: Greenways and park open space are critical public facilities that are compatible in all areas and
contribute to the quality of life of area residents and visitors.
Adopted Goals and Policies: The North Lake Area Plan recommended the development of multiple open space
and recreational opportunities.
CMPC PLANNING COMMITTEE REVIEW:
At their June 15th meeting, the Planning Committee reviewed the proposed request and had the following
comments:
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