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1. Call to Order and Introductions

2. Approval of November 17, 2020 Minutes. Attachment 1

3. M.R. #20-26 | Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation proposes to acquire approximately 58 acres
(portion of a larger 104-acre parcel) located on IBM Drive (Tax Parcel 047-112-01 p/o) for park and
recreation purposes. Attachment 2
Staff Resources:

Alberto Gonzalez, Charlotte Planning, Design & Development Department
Caroline Sawyer, County Asset and Facility Management

4. Rezoning Process Improvements
Staff Resource:

Dave Pettine, Charlotte Planning, Design & Development Department

5. Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
Staff Resource:
6. Adjournment

Alysia Osborne, Charlotte Planning, Design & Development Department

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission

ATTACHMENT 1

Planning Committee Virtual Meeting - Zoom
DRAFT Minutes
November 17, 2020 – 5:00 p.m.
Attendance

Planning Committee Members Present: Chairperson Sam Spencer, Vice Chairperson Phillip Gussman; and
Commissioners Astrid Chirinos, John Ham, John Fryday, Courtney Rhodes, and Cozzie Watkins
Planning Staff Present: Kathy Cornett, Zenia Duhaney, Alberto Gonzalez, Travis Johnson, Melony McCullough, Alysia
Osborne, and Candice Rorie
Other Staff Present: Meredith Nesbitt, County Asset & Facility Management
Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Spencer called the meeting to order at 5:12 p.m., welcomed everyone, and introduced everyone present.
Virtual Meeting Rules and Guidelines
Chairperson Spencer explained the virtual meeting rules and guidelines. The meeting was livestreamed on Facebook
Live. A link for the public to view the meeting is posted on the Planning, Design & Development Department’s webpage.
Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Vice-Chairperson Gussman to approve the
October 20, 2020 minutes. The minutes were unanimously approved.
Mandatory Referrals
M.R. #20-24 | Charlotte Water Department (CLTW) proposes to acquire approximately 3.65 acres (a portion of a larger
parcel) located at 3629 Matthews Mint-Hill Road in the Town of Mint Hill (Tax Parcel No. 135-331-05 p/o) for an
elevated water storage tank.
M.R. #20-25 | Mecklenburg County proposes to acquire approximately 100 acres located on The Plaza (Tax Parcel No.
105-091-24) as an addition to Reedy Creek Nature Preserve.
Committee members did not have any questions about the mandatory referrals.
A motion was made by Commissioner Ham and seconded by Vice-Chairperson Gussman to state that the
Planning Committee reviewed M.R. #20-24 and M.R. #20-25 on November 17, 2020 and has no additional
comments for the submitting agency. The motion was unanimously approved.
Discussion of Future Agenda Items
The Chairperson asked if there are any topics that the Committee would like to discuss at future meetings. ViceChairperson Gussman suggested that the Planning Committee set aside time at next month’s meeting to discuss
improvements to the rezoning process. He said that this item will be discussed at the December Planning Commission
Work Session. He also said this will give committee members the opportunity to discuss staff’s recommendations. ViceChairperson Gussman said commissioners have talked about this issue for years and would like to see the process
improved. Chairperson Spencer said that the Vice-Chairperson’s point is well received and asked if there are other
suggestions for future agenda items.
Chairperson Spencer explained that when most of the current Planning Committee members were previously on this
Committee, they did a deep dive into the Transit Oriented Development (TOD) ordinance changes. The full Commission
recommended approval of the ordinance that City Council later adopted. He further explained that the Committee will
review and discuss the Charlotte Future 2040 Plan Comprehensive Plan and the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO).
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Chairperson Spencer shared that Taiwo Jaiyeoba (Charlotte Planning, Design & Development Director and Assistant City
Manager) discussed with the Executive Committee what the process will look like for the final draft, the public hearing,
and adoption of the Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan. In summary, the Planning Commission will recommend
edits and changes to the plan as well as make a recommendation to City Council on the draft Comprehensive Plan. The
Chairperson emphasized that this will be a very important step for the Commission. He reiterated the importance of the
Commission speaking with one voice and noted that this is going to be a critical step for the Commission; however, the
Planning Committee will do the legwork. He said that the Committee can take a deep dive into this issue at the
December, January, or February meeting. He would like to reserve the entire meeting in March or April to discussing the
Comprehensive Plan. He reminded the Committee that he is happy to entertain suggestions for other agenda items.
Vice-Chairperson Gussman recommended that commissioners become familiar with the document, which is over three
hundred pages, because staff will not be able to explain all the document information in a couple of hours. The
Chairperson emphasized the Vice-Chairperson’s comments and added that he would like for all commissioners to read
the document at least three times before City Council reads it once.
Alysia Osborne (Planning) said that it is a large document with a lot of information to digest. She has read through the
document more than three times. Ms. Osborne encouraged commissioners to participate in discussions that staff will
continue to have with the Ambassadors and Strategic Advisors. This will allow commissioners to hear the community’s
comments on the plan, provide feedback, and participate in the dialogue. The Ambassadors and Strategic Advisors will
reconvene in December to have a structured conversation about the plan.
Ms. Osborne encouraged the Committee to have updates on the Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan as a
standing agenda item. This will allow staff to regularly update the Committee on comments received from the
community.
The Chairperson thanked Ms. Osborne for her suggestions. He said it is not a hyperbole to state that this will be one of
the Planning Commission’s most important projects. He said that if there are no objections, he is happy to add the
Charlotte Future 2040 Comprehensive Plan as a standing item on the Planning Committee’s agenda through March.
Commissioner Watkins asked if a motion is needed. The Chairperson replied that a motion is not needed.
The Chairperson said that he wanted to close out the meeting by letting everyone know that their beloved friend,
confidant, and advisor; Melony McCullough, will be leaving the City at the end of the year after a 36½ year career. The
Chairperson said how appreciative he has been since he was a “wee baby” Planning Commissioner in 2015. He thanked
Melony for all her support and guidance throughout the years and remarked that this is a huge loss. Commissioner
Watkins also commented on how special Melony has been to her. She stated that she could not have walked that walk if
it had not been for Melony. Melony said that it has been enjoyable working with the Committee and thanked everyone
for their kind words. Commissioners made a few more remarks and noted that the assembly is very thankful for the
service provided and has no idea who will fill Melony’s shoes.
The Chairperson thanked everyone present and wished everyone a happy holiday.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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Lee Jones, Mecklenburg County Park & Recreation
Caroline Sawyer, Asset and Facility Management
Alberto Gonzalez, Planning, Design & Development Department

ATTACHMENT 2

MANDATORY REFERRAL | REPORT NO. 20-26

Proposal to acquire property on IBM Dr for Park and Recreation

PROJECT PROPOSAL AND LOCATION:
The Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation would like to acquire approximately 58.05 acres of the northern
portion of tax parcel 047-112-01 (total parcel 104.579 acres) located in the City of Charlotte’s jurisdiction for
Park and Recreation purposes. The portion of property on IBM Drive is zoned both R-3 and RE-2 and is mostly
wooded, with creeks and rolling topography. There are a variety of surrounding uses such as single-family,
multifamily, office, and schools.
PROJECT JUSTIFICATION:
The proposed acquisition is located within an identified park gap in the IBM Dr/Mallard Creek Area in northeast
Mecklenburg County. While not yet master planned, potential features may include typical community park
amenities such as sports fields, walking trails, shelters, playground, basketball and tennis courts, and
associated structures such as restrooms.
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED PUBLIC POLICIES:
Acquisition of this property is consistent with the County’s Park and Recreation Master Plan which
recommends acquisition of additional park land to meet the standard acreage goals per number of County
residents and to provide additional parks in underserved gap areas.
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED LAND USE PLANS:
The Northeast District Plan (adopted 1996) recommends single family up to 4 dwelling units per acre for the
majority of the site, and research land uses for the remaining portion.
PROJECT IMPACT:
The property is located within an identified park gap in the IBM Dr/Mallard Creek Area in northeast
Mecklenburg County and would meet Park and Recreation’s goal to provide additional parkland and amenities
for County residents.
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROJECTS:
There are no known related public or private projects.
ESTIMATED PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:
Acquisition of this property should be complete in FY21.
JOINT USE TASK FORCE REVIEW COMMENTS:
The Joint Use Task Force reviewed this proposal electronically and offered the following comment:
•

Charlotte Department of Transportation requests a connection be made through this property to IBM
Drive to connect to the neighborhoods to the west. One option would be to extend Clooney Lane.

PLANNING STAFF REVIEW:
Planning staff has reviewed the proposed and has the following comments:
Conclusions: The property to the south of this parcel has a stub street that ends at the subject property, which
normally would be required to be extended through this parcel if developed as per the Subdivision Ordinance.
Adopted Goals and Policies: Parks are normally not identified as the recommended future land use for a
parcel, unless it is already owned by the County and proposed as a future park. However, the Northeast
District Plan recommended more parks be developed in the University City / Research Park area which is in
need for more parks space.
CMPC PLANNING COMMITTEE REVIEW:
At their December 15th meeting, the Planning Committee reviewed the proposed request and had the following
comments:
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