MEDIA RELEASE
Charlotte, NC – Tuesday, July 12, 2022. The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department’s
Animal Care & Control (AC&C) confirms positive cases of Feline Panleukopenia and has
implemented immediate protocol changes that were activated Friday, July 11 when the first
cases were discovered.
“As I’m sure you have heard, we have seen some cases of panleukopenia virus in the last week.
This is not totally unexpected – every shelter sees their cases every year. Like parvo virus in
puppies (which is very similar to this parvo virus in cats), it is everywhere in the environment
and not so easily eliminated. Vaccination is our strongest defense against this disease, which is
why we vaccinate upon intake here at the shelter,” said Dr. Julie Holifield, Animal Care &
Control Veterinarian in an internal email to AC&C Volunteers and Cat/Kitten Fosters.
Changes that were immediately put in place for a minimum of 14 days:
Shelter remains open for selective intake of felines. At this time, we are NOT taking in adult
stray cats, and are delaying owner surrender intake of adult cats. We ARE able to take in
orphaned neonate kittens. If you find kittens that have a mom, we are unable to take them in at
this time and they need to remain with their mother.
The kitten nursey is closed for intake and the kittens that remain are being carefully monitored.
Currently any cat/kitten that is positive for panleukopenia will be euthanized. We do not have
the capacity and resources at this time to treat them in house or in foster homes and the risk are
too great. In this instance, we can save more kittens by not putting them at risk.
There are kittens and cats that are ready for adoption. They have been moved to a new
temporary adoption area and adopters will be counseled on Feline Panleukopenia.
Members of the public, volunteers, fosters should direct any questions to our email
animals@cmpd.org, which is being closely monitored.
FAQ:
Q: If I have cats at home and have recently adopted or fostered a cat or kitten from AC&C,
should I be worried about them contracting this disease?
A: If your cats have been well vaccinated against Feline Panleukopenia the risk will be minimal.
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Below is information from American Veterinary Medical Association on Feline Panleukopenia:
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/feline-panleukopenia
What is Feline Panleukopenia:
Feline panleukopenia (FP) is a highly contagious viral disease of cats caused by the feline
parvovirus. Kittens are most severely affected by the virus. The names feline distemper and
feline parvo should not be confused with canine distemper or canine parvo— although their
names are similar, they are caused by different viruses. The viruses do not infect people. The
feline parvovirus infects and kills cells that are rapidly growing and dividing, such as those in
the bone marrow, intestines, and the developing fetus.

Which cats are susceptible to FP?
Because the FP virus is everywhere in the environment, virtually all kittens and cats are exposed
to the virus at some point in their lives. While cats of any age may be infected with the feline
parvovirus that causes FP, young kittens, sick cats, and unvaccinated cats are most susceptible. It
is most commonly seen in cats 3-5 months of age; death from FP is more common at this age
The virus has appeared in all parts of the United States and most countries of the world. Kennels,
pet shops, animal shelters, unvaccinated feral cat colonies, and other areas where groups of cats
are housed together appear to be the main reservoirs of FP. During the warm months, urban areas
are likely to see outbreaks of FP because cats are more likely to come in contact with other cats.

How do cats become infected?
Cats can shed the virus in their urine, stool, and nasal secretions; infection occurs when
susceptible cats come in contact with these secretions, or even the fleas from infected cats. An
infected cat tends to shed the virus for a relatively short period of time (1-2 days), but the virus
can survive for up to a year in the environment, so cats may become infected without ever
coming into direct contact with an infected cat. Bedding, cages, food dishes, and the hands or
clothing of people who handle the infected cat may harbor the virus and transmit it to other cats.
It is, therefore, very important to isolate infected cats. Any materials used on or for infected cats
should not be used or allowed to come in contact with other cats, and people handling infected
cats should practice proper hygiene to prevent spreading the infection. The virus that causes FP
is difficult to destroy and resistant to many disinfectants. Ideally, unvaccinated cats should not be
allowed into an area where an infected cat has been — even if the area has been disinfected.
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How is FP diagnosed?
The signs of FP can vary and may be similar to other illnesses such as Salmonella or
Campylobacter infection, pancreatitis, feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) infection, or feline
leukemia virus (FeLV) infection. Infected cats may even show signs that resemble those seen
when a cat has been poisoned or has swallowed a foreign object. The FP virus causes damage to
the cells that line the intestines. It also attacks the bone marrow and lymph nodes, resulting in
shortages of all types of white blood cells (panleukopenia) and of red blood cells (anemia). The
first visible signs an owner might notice include generalized depression, loss of appetite, high
fever, lethargy, vomiting, severe diarrhea, nasal discharge, and dehydration. Sick cats may sit for
long periods of time in front of their water bowls but not drink much water. In some cats, the
fever will come and go during the illness and abruptly fall to lower-than-normal levels shortly
before death. In young kittens, the virus can also damage the brain and the eyes. Pregnant female
cats that are infected with the virus and become ill (even if they do not appear seriously ill) may
abort or give birth to kittens with severe damage to the cerebellum, a part of the brain that
coordinates nerves, muscles and bones to produce body movements. These kittens are born with
a syndrome called feline cerebellar ataxia, and their movement is accompanied by severe tremors
(shaking).

How is FP treated?
The likelihood of recovery from FP for infected kittens less than eight weeks old is poor. Older
cats have a greater chance of survival if adequate treatment is provided early. Since there are no
medications capable of killing the virus, intensive care and treatment are critical to support the
cat’s health with medications and fluids until its own body and immune system can fight off the
virus. Without such supportive care, up to 90% of cats with FP may die.
Treatment focuses on correcting dehydration, providing nutrients, and preventing secondary
infection. Although antibiotics do not kill the virus, they are often necessary because infected
cats are at a higher risk of bacterial infections because their immune systems are not fully
functioning (due to the decreased white blood cells) and because bacteria from the damaged gut
may enter the cat’s bloodstream and cause infection. If the cat survives for five days, its chances
for recovery are greatly improved. Strict isolation from other cats is necessary to prevent spread
of the virus. Other cats that may have been in contact with the infected cat, or in contact with
objects or people who were in close contact with the sick cat, should be carefully monitored for
any visible signs of illness. In most cases, once a cat recovers from FP, it will not infect other
cats through direct contact, but some recovered cats can shed the virus in their stool and urine for
up to 6 weeks.
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How can FP be prevented?
Cats that survive an infection develop immunity that likely protects them for the rest of their
lives. Mild cases that go unnoticed will also produce immunity from future infection. It is also
possible for kittens to receive temporary immunity through the transfer of antibodies in the
colostrum — the first milk produced by the mother. This is called “passive immunity,” and how
long it protects the kittens from infection depends upon the levels of protective antibodies
produced by the mother. It rarely lasts longer than 12 weeks.
Prevention is vital to your cat’s health.
Today, there are vaccines that offer the best protection from feline parvovirus infection.
Vaccination is just as important for strictly indoor cats as for indoor/outdoor cats because the
virus is everywhere in the environment. Most young kittens receive their first vaccination
between 6 and 8 weeks of age, and follow-up vaccines are given until the kitten is around 16
weeks of age. Adult vaccination schedules vary with the age and health of the cat, as well as the
risk of FP in the area. Consult your veterinarian for advice on an appropriate vaccination
schedule for your cat(s).
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