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• Charlotte needs to encourage middle class development.  
There are super cheap new neighborhoods and very expensive 
new housing.  There's nothing in the middle and that's 
forcing the tax base to move outside the county. 

 
• Please stress Quality. Set the bar high and people will 

live up to it.  Set the bar low and people will live down 
to it. 

 
• Does this process not proceed until the other text 

amendment issues move forward? Will this process be 
retroactive? 
 

• Will we develop standards for downtown (residential?) 
development? 
 

• Issues include city setback requirements, deed 
restrictions, open space requirements, building envelope 
(setbacks, height & width standards) – setbacks vs, 
existing conditions in established neighborhoods – 
regulations are often unclear – local codes can conflict 
with state building codes 
 

• Definition needed for public realm – rear yard sizes vs. 
relative mass of house 
 

• Air Quality is an issue to be considered 
 

• Good design should be “homogeneous” 
 

• Future impact of what is being built now to support 
“proposed” transit improvements 

 
• Mixed use zoning is being abused, is becoming “build 

whatever you want” – Mixed use causes standards to be 
“tossed out” – for example, tree-save areas are often just 
the undevelopable portion of a site 
 

• There are conflicts between NC building codes and local 
desires 
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• There is a problem dealing with odd shapes lots – 

flexibility needed when road projects create non-conforming 
lots 
 

• What does low-to-middle income housing translate into in 
both old and new “product”? 
 

• Quality of life issues include the notion that people need 
to be able to live where they can afford to – you can’t 
just keep pushing them somewhere else. 
 

• Quality of life is not property values 
 

• Communities need a mechanism to meet with builders before 
construction begins on new projects 

 
• Sun/shade issue needs to be addressed all over town, not 

just downtown 
 

• The sentiment of many of the groups represented at the 
initial meeting was alarming and a clear voice of "not in 
my backyard" mentality. There are many locations thoughout 
the US which are "over regulated" and legisaltion passed to 
govern the way people should live. Once residential design 
standards are approved by consensus, I would strongly 
recommend an anaylsis be made of the ramifications of any 
regulation on the citizens and community. Although each 
marketplace has its own unique consideration, no idea in 
regulating housing is a new idea.It is a must to determine 
the ramifications of a regulation on the community and the 
cost impact it has on the buying public. 

 
• As a Plaza-Midwood resident, I am concerned about the new 

residential construction here and in the other streetcar 
neighborhoods.  While some is quite compatible, much is out 
of scale and appear to violate codes regarding setbacks and 
ratios of building footprint to lot size.  We need 
regulations on scale, massing, and setback so that new 
houses respect traditional building patterns.  It appears 
that we need enforcement of present codes. 

 
 


