Charlotte Health and Sanitation Ordinance

Abandoned, Junked, and Hazardous Motor Vehicles
Chapter 10 Sec. 10-272through 10-278

Abandoned Motor Vehicle Definition
« On publicstreet or highway longer than seven days
» On property operated by the City of Charlottelonger than 24 hours
» On private property without consent of the owner longer than two hours
Junked Motor Vehicle Definition
« Doesnot display acurrent and valid licenseplatelawfully and
* |sinoperable
» Onejunked motor vehicleisper mitted on the premisesif:
- Located in therear yard
- Isentirely concealed by an acceptable canvas covering
* Morethan oneareper mitted if they arein alawful, completely enclosed structure

Hazardous Motor Vehicle Description

Any motor vehicleon privateor public property, that isdeclared ahealth or safety hazard
by a duly-authorized Neighbor hood Development Code Enfor cement employee, that is:

« A breeding ground for mosquitoes, other insects, snakes, rats, or other pests

« A point of weed growth and/or other vegetation over 12inchesin height

« A point of collection for poolsor ponds of water

« A point of concentration of gasoline, oil, or other flammableor explosive material
» Solocated that thereisa danger of thevehiclefalling or turning over

« A placewheredebris, bottles, or other solid wasteisdiscarded and present within
thevehicle

« A sour ceof danger for children through a.) entrapment in areasof confinement that
cannot be opened from theinside, or from b.) exposed surfaces of metal, glassor other
rigidmaterial

« Createsanother similar condition or circumstancewhich exposes the general publicto
safety or health hazards
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Charlotte Health and Sanitation Ordinance

Abandoned, Junked, and Hazardous Motor Vehicles
Chapter 10 Sec. 10-272through 10-278

Reporting a Possible Abandoned, Junk, or Hazardous Motor Vehicle
«Call 311

« Inspector will call back (if acontact number isprovided) and/or perform an inspection
within three days.

» Code Enfor cement performs40,000 inspections per year. Thisincludes:
- 4726 vehicleviolationson private property
- 1979 vehicle violations on public streets
- 1200 towed vehicles per year

Pre-tow Requirements

 Code Enfor cement must post a war ning notice on a.conspicuous place on thevehicle. The
noticemust providearemoval date, no sooner than seven daysafter thenoticeisaffixed to
thevehicle.

«If thereisno change after seven days, the I nspector will request that theapplicableZone
Wrecker removethevehicle.

 Therequirement that notice beaffixed to thevehicleat |east seven daysprior toremoval
may be omitted in those circumstanceswherether eisa specific need for prompt action due
totrafficimpediment or immediatepublic safety.

Post-tow Requirements

« The City providestow notification to thevehicle owner via certified mail, wher ever
possible. Owner infor mation isderived from NC Department of Motor Vehiclesviathe
vehicle VIN number .

*TheCity must hold atowed vehiclefor at least 30 daysafter notification to the vehicle
owner isattempted.

« Citizensmay reclaim towed vehicles upon showing proof of owner ship and payingtowing
and stor agefees.

» The City must provide noticeto the vehicle owner of hisright toa probable cause hearing.

«If requested within ten days, a hearing must be provided to determinethegroundsfor the
classification of thevehicleasan abandoned vehicle, providean opportunity to present
evidence, and providetheright to have counsd present.

« Any aggrieved party of the hearing decision may appeal to District Court within 33
calendar days.
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