Wilmore Community meeting @ Greater Galilee Baptist Church—recording #11
501 West Park Avenue Charlotte NC 28203
Robert E Lee McGowens Sr., Pastor

Date: Thursday September 3, 2009
Subject: Zoning Petition

Facilitator—Deacon Dexter Snead
Opening Prayer—Minister Dargins
Ground Rules for Community meeting lead by Judge Fulton

Stay focus on the Goals—plans for the GGBC campus; rezoning; parking
Church’s goal is to educate the community of the plans

Avoid side tracking

Avoid personality conflicts

Listen when others are speaking

Don’t interrupt

Ask question; Don’t give speeches

Stay focus on the interest and not the position

Challenge opinion; Don’t challenge the individual

Expect to change your mind; don’t expect to change the individual’s mind
Agree to disagree

Criticize only ideas and not people

No side meeting

Practice self respect & mutual respect

Reminder

Sign in forms need the name, address & phone number of all that are present in the meeting
Only the persons present are able to sign their name on the sign-in forms; absent spouse name
should not be place on the forms.

Last meeting was held in April 2009. D Snead brought the attendees up to date on the zoning petition—
500 W Park Ave(the Building) & two parking lots being out of compliance with the city ordinance and the
estimate cost to have rezoning($4500 to $5000). D Snead gave an overview of the church’s future
planning for building an addition to the church & parking lot on map by power point and the relocation
of the three homes located on West Park Avenue to (1)-Spruce Street & (2) - Mint Street location.
Researching a spot for the (4) - house. No houses will be demolished unless the City states to do so.

D Snead continued with why the church is expanding (power point)

Present church will have to be brought up to code(if we upgrade it)
Present church can only hold 500 people; new edifice will seat 750
Outgrowing space in the choir area

Questions/Concerns from the Wilmore Community

1.

vhkwnN

Is it possible to relocate all the houses on Spruce Street location?

Can you show where on the map the new locations are for placing the house?

Will two houses be able to be place on the lot located on 1621 Mint Street?

Will we pave the parking lot? It will be follow by the MUDD Ordinance?

Do you have plans for the property if your houses are damaged during the process of
relocating them?
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Will you continue to lease your property?

When was the last time your houses were occupied on West Park Avenue?
Do you know if any buried oil tanks are under your property?

If the houses are demolished, what will happen to the property?

. Do you have a plan B is something should go wrong with the house?
. Do you have a backup plan is something should happen to the house?
. The houses that were demolished on the vacant—what was wrong with those homes? Did the

city ask you to demolish them?

Were the houses ruined down?

Are you stating that the city asked you to demolish the houses? Why didn’t your remodel?
Why didn’t you bring it up to code? 1621 South Mint Street

Do we have to have the contingency that states you have to move the houses before
rezoning? If not will you still seek rezoning?

Do you have all the properties to move the houses?

Did you make every effort to fix the house before the city stated that you need to demolish
them?

Did you follow up with your tenant on your plans to relocate the homes?

Are all your tenants willing to move?

Who own the properties? Are they owned by the church?

Are you forcing the tenants to move?

Will the lot stay residential?

Will you continue to maintain the lawn on the lot in the same condition?

What is the number of people your sanctuary can hold?

You mention that the church will be 5200sq ft—on the plan is 12000sq ft?

How many parking spaces do you project when you complete the parking lot?

How many spaces are there presently?

What will be the primary use of the existing sanctuary once the new edifice is completed?
Special events & wedding

How many seating will be in the new sanctuary? 750 seats in the sanctuary? Does this include
the choir.

What type of fencing will be used after the new edifice? Chain length fencing and bob wiring?
Will the existing fence go? Once completed the old fence will be removed.

Clarify that the new edifice will seat 750? What will be the number of parking space?

Will 128 parking spaces be enough for 750?

Are you supposed to have one space per 4 seats which put you at 188 seats? Are you going
under your religious institution?

Compared Religious institution vs. MUDD opt. on parking

If the church is full, where will the overflow parking go?

Have you looked at the future 10 year plan the city has for Mint Street? (Two lane street
w/biking coming down the side). Where will the parking go in the 10year plan?

Are there any restrictions on having more than one service in one building?

Expansion is for 750 people?
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How many seats total with present & new sanctuary?
Do we (the Wilmore community) have the guarantee that the service will only have the
maximum 750 seats with the new edifice and not include the present sanctuary of 500 seats?
How will the present sanctuary be used after the new edifice is completed?
Will there be enough parking? For parking there’s one seat per 600sq ft.
Are you basing the parking on the new expansion or the total capacity?
Why are you using the MUDD zoning and not the residential zoning
Why are you asking for exemptions on the MUDD zoning?
a. Signage —must be 20 X 5 ft tall
b. Setback—must be 14 ft; we have 13.5ft
c. Sidewalks—Iless than 5ft long
Why can’t you redesign the back part of the building to meet the setback?
Why are you asking for the exemption of the sidewalk- 6ft long & 8ft planting strips?
Is this the city standard for new building to have 6ft sidewalks and 8ft planting strips?
Is this more convenience for this exemptions?
Are you asking for this exemption because you have to take out more parking spaces?
Is the intent of the MUDD zoning to allow or to promote new developments/or ideas in the
book? We'll(Wilmore community) follow up with the city
Do you have any idea of your church membership growth in the last ten years or the
percentage?
On a graph, can you give the percentage in the last decade? Is that on the choir?
Parking lot on Spruce Street —bob wiring/ fencing is an eye sore—can you reconsider
reconstructing to a solid wall?
Is the design for the building set in stone or will you be willing to let the community help? The
footprint is set in stone. Concerns with the Exterior design on Spruce Street side-a little
modern; need more detail on wall.
Would like to see an overview of what the neighborhood would look like with the new edifice.
Concerns with the product (new edifice) in the small space of the community with the street
light & street.
How will the planting strip fall into play?
How will you be able to drive down Spruce Street?
Have you made any provision for storm water? Quantity/Quality? This takes place after the
rezoning.
Wouldn’t you need to show the storm water planning on the rezoning plans?
Do you know the volume of the new building? The square footage? How tall?
Where is the entrance to the parking lot?
Would like to see more specifics on the new project—detail fencing-4ft high screening
Will the building be overpowering the neighborhood
Would like guarantees /comfort that would address the communities concerns
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68. What is the status of the alleyway? Pending

69. Are the neighbors that are going to be connected to the parking lot going to be notified about
what’s going to be done about the storm water run-off? Rep from S&R wrecker. Can we come
to the church and discuss before action take place? Would like to make sure that the drainage
is done correctly on the corner.

70. Are there some stipulations from the way the church is update their property and the way the
homeowners can update their property?

71. Concerns with the parking lot—do you have any plans in place for security or safety? Enough
lights for walking?

72. What is the reason for going to MUDD—what is percentage of the church can walk down?

73. Section in the ordinance—12.506 Religious institution in a residential district; would you the
meet the community half way on the ordinance.

Meeting closed in prayer by

Deaconess Tasha Anthony
Time 8:00pm

Minutes recorded & submitted

By Tasha Anthony
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Petition Against Rezoning Petition 2008-158
Greater Galilee Baptist Church Rezoning

Petition summary and
background

Greater Galilee Baptist Church has submitted a revised Rezoning Petition 2008-158 dated 8/15/09 which includes a revised
Site Plan dated 8/14/09 that has many residents of Wilmore concerned.

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Wilmore who urge our leaders to act now to prevent the approval of
Rezoning Petition 2008-158 as currently proposed by Greater Galilee Baptist Church on their Site Plan dated 8/14/09.
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