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23.0 DRAFT EIS REVIEW COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) for the LYNX Blue Line Extension Northeast
Corridor Light Rail Project (LYNX BLE) was approved by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) on
August 11, 2010 and subsequently made available to the public, as well as appropriate federal, state and
local agencies for review and comment. The formal Notice of Availability was published in the Federal
Register on August 27, 2010, which initiated the 45 day public review and comment period. The public
review and comment period spanned from August 27, 2010 to October 12, 2010. Comments received
during this time were expressed in written correspondence addressed to the FTA or to the Charlotte Area
Transit System (CATS), or as verbal testimony at the Draft EIS public hearing held on September 22,
2010. Additional information about the public involvement associated with the Draft EIS document is
included in Chapter 22.0: Public Involvement. Additional public involvement activities occurred in January
2011 to discuss project changes, some of which are relative to comment responses generated from the
Draft EIS review. This public involvement is also described in Chapter 22.0: Public Involvement.

Section 23.1 provides a summary of written comments received and Section 23.2 provides a summary of
the verbal testimony received during the public hearing. A total of 27 written comments and verbal public
hearing testimony were received on the Draft EIS. A summary of the comments and responses are
included in this chapter. Comments have also been addressed throughout this Final EIS where
appropriate.

23.1 Written Comments Received

Circulation of the Draft EIS resulted in 21 written comments in the form of letters, comment forms,
facsimiles and emails. Section 23.1.1 summarizes the written comments received from members of the
public and Section 23.1.2 summarizes the written comments received from agencies. Copies of the public
comments are included in Appendix I: Public Comments. Copies of the agency comments are included in
Appendix B: Agency Correspondence.

23.1.1 Public Comments

Circulation of the Draft EIS resulted in 12 written comments from the public provided by letters, comment
forms, facsimiles and emails. The comments were relative to park and ride locations, bicycle and
pedestrian connectivity, station shelter design, material selection, fencing barriers, utility coordination,
construction phasing and further extension of the light rail. Of the comments received, one comment was
in opposition to the project as proposed during the Draft EIS, while the remaining comments provided
were general questions or suggestions about the project. Comments and responses are detailed in Table
23-1. Copies of the comments and response letters are included in Appendix I: Public Comments.

23.1.2 Agency Comments

Several agencies commented on the Draft EIS and explained concerns regarding water quality impacts,
material selection and design to minimize impacts to fish and wildlife, wetland and stream mitigation,
noise mitigation, funding status of other transportation projects, coordination with other transportation
projects and further extension of light rail. There were a total of nine agency comments received,
generally summarized as follows:

e Town of Harrisburg: Would like to work with CATS on an extension of light rail into Cabarrus
County.

e North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission: Comments relative to Alternatives Considered
(selection of preferred alternative); Water Resources (impacts, impervious coverage); and
Secondary and Cumulative Effects.

e North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) Division of Water
Quality: Comments relative to Sediment and Erosion Control; Alternatives Considered (selection
of preferred alternative); Water Resources (impacts, mitigation; permitting); Secondary and
Cumulative Effects; and Stormwater Management; and Construction Techniques.

e NCDENR, Public Water Supply Section: Directing CATS to submit utility relocation plans for
review and approval to Charlotte-Mecklenburg Utilities Department (CMU).
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e Mecklenburg-Union Metropolitan Planning Organization: Clarification to indicate that while the North
Tryon Street/US-29 improvements are not part of the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP),
they are identified as a priority on the LRTP.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Rated the Draft EIS Lack of Objections (LO-1), which
indicates a general statement of agreement with the findings of the Draft EIS; General agreement
with findings relating to Air Quality; Parklands, Cultural Resources and Hazardous Materials;
Comments relative to Alternatives Considered (selection of preferred alternative); Clarification to
indicate that farmlands are not classified as natural resources; and Neighborhoods/Noise
mitigation should be detailed in Final EIS.

e North Carolina Department of Transportation: Provided a list of projects in the vicinity of the LYNX
BLE; Request to coordinate planning, design and construction with NCDOT Division 10.

e North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources: Concurred with findings of Draft EIS relative to
historic/archaeological resources.

o U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance: Request for
more information relating to groundwater impacts; Concurred with Natural Resources findings
relating to protected species and with Section 4(f) findings; Comment relating to Low Impact
Development (LID) techniques in Construction; Sediment and Erosion Control measures and
Water Quality and Section 404/401 permit requirements .

Comments and responses are detailed in Table 23-2 and copies of the comments are included in
Appendix B: Agency Correspondence. Each comment has been responded to through written
correspondence to the commenting entity (Appendix B), as well as throughout the Final EIS where
applicable and as noted in Table 23-2.

23.2 Public Hearing Verbal Testimony Comments Received

The public hearing for the LYNX BLE Draft EIS was held on September 22, 2010. A total of six members
of the public provided verbal testimony at the public hearing. All testimony indicated support of the
proposed project. Comments were related to implementation of land use plans and goals, coordination
with campus master plans, responsiveness to concerns of noise and vibration impacts, transportation
network access, continued coordination with interested and affected parties, construction phasing, and
bus to rail connectivity. A transcript of the LYNX BLE Draft EIS public hearing is included in Appendix I.
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