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RECORD OF DECISION 

 
LYNX Blue Line Extension Northeast Corridor Light Rail Project 

In Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 
 

City of Charlotte, Charlotte Area Transit System 
 

DECISION 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has decided that the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) have been satisfied for the LYNX Blue Line Extension 
Northeast Corridor Light Rail Project proposed by the Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS) in 
Charlotte, NC.  The Preferred Alternative consists of light rail transit (LRT) extending from the 
existing 7th Street Station in Center City Charlotte to the University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
(UNC Charlotte).  The subject project is evaluated in the “LYNX Blue Line Extension Northeast 
Corridor Light Rail Project, Final Environmental Impact Statement,” (Final EIS) published by 
FTA in August 2011. 
 
The Preferred Alternative for the Northeast Corridor is the light rail alternative extending from 
CATS’ existing (South Corridor) Blue Line LRT line 7th Street Station to the campus of UNC 
Charlotte. The northern terminus will be located at UNC Charlotte adjacent to Cameron 
Boulevard.  The project is aligned primarily in existing railroad right-of-way and within the rights-
of-way of North Tryon Street to the point it enters new alignment to access the campus of UNC 
Charlotte.  Some portions will be elevated up and over existing freight tracks, roads or other 
geographic constraints. The project will add approximately 9.4 miles of two-track light rail line 
with 11 new stations to CATS’ existing light rail system.  Approximately 3,300 parking spaces 
will be provided at four stations.   
 
The project includes the purchase of 18 light rail vehicles (LRVs).  Technology and design 
concepts employed on to the existing Blue Line system will generally be incorporated into the 
Blue Line Extension, including low floor LRVs.  The BLE right-of-way will be reserved for transit 
use, with transit operations through at-grade intersections protected by traffic signal preemption 
and gates.  A vehicle storage yard and dispatch facility will be constructed at the site of the 
existing Norfolk Southern (NS) intermodal facility along North Brevard Street.  LRV maintenance 
would be located at the existing South Boulevard Light Rail Facility, which will be upgraded to 
provide additional capacity. 
 
Northeast Corridor bus service will be re-configured to provide service to the LRT stations, 
including modification of Route 11 bus service that will otherwise duplicate the LRT service.  
 
BASIS FOR DECISION 

The FTA and the CATS published the LYNX Blue Line Extension Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (Draft EIS) on August 19, 2010.  Subsequent to the circulation of the Draft EIS, it was 
determined that the project as proposed could not be achieved due to financial constraints. As a 
result, CATS completed an evaluation process and public outreach to reduce the project scope.  
This evaluation process was guided by the project’s Purpose and Need statement, as well as 
the project goals and objectives, recommendations from staff, public comment, and the analysis 
in the Draft EIS.  The Preferred Alternative was selected by the Metropolitan Transit 
Commission (MTC) on January 26, 2011.     
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Following completion of the Final EIS, the FTA has determined that the project meets the 
Purpose and Need of the proposed action. Specifically, the project achieves the following goals 
and objectives: 
 

• Supports the region’s Centers, Corridors and Wedges Growth Framework; 
• Improves access and mobility in the corridor and throughout the region; increases transit 

ridership; and improves the quality of transportation service; 
• Preserves and protects the environment; 
• Develops affordable, cost-effective transportation solutions; and 
• Develops transportation improvements that function as part of the larger transportation 

system. 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Two alternatives were considered in the Final EIS for the Northeast Corridor: the No-Build 
Alternative and the Preferred Alternative (LYNX Blue Line Extension).  The No-Build Alternative 
would only include the transportation projects already programmed and committed in the 
corridor, which would include bus service operating in mixed traffic between Center City 
Charlotte and UNC Charlotte.  The No-Build Alternative includes improvements to service 
frequency for two bus routes in the Northeast Corridor study area. 
 
The Preferred Alternative will extend light rail from the existing 7th Street Station in Center City 
Charlotte to UNC Charlotte and is depicted in Appendix A.  The Preferred Alternative was 
selected following receipt of comments on the Draft EIS and the aforementioned scope 
reduction process.  The LYNX Blue Line Extension was selected as the NEPA environmentally 
preferred and the locally preferred alternative. 
 
Other Alternatives Considered:  CATS considered a range of alternatives during previous 
studies.  The Northeast Corridor Major Investment Study considered a range of alignment and 
technology options.  The Draft EIS included an alternative LRT alignment, called the Light Rail 
Alternative - Sugar Creek Design Option.  This alignment option would have diverted from the 
Light Rail Alternative just after Sugar Creek Road, entering the median of North Tryon 
Street/US-29 near Dorton Street, prior to Old Concord Road.  The Sugar Creek Design Option 
also represented a change in the station platform and park-and-ride lot locations for Sugar 
Creek Station and Old Concord Road Station. 
 
PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT 

Extensive public participation strategies and activities have been used throughout the 
environmental process to provide project information and receive public input and comment.  
The Project milestones involving public participation were as follows: 
 

• A Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal Register on 
September 29, 2000. 

• The Notice of Availability for the Draft EIS was published in the Federal Register on 
August 27, 2010 followed by a 45-day public comment period.   

• Following the Notice of Availability for the Draft EIS, two public meetings and a public 
hearing were held by CATS and were advertised in The Charlotte Observer, Charlotte 
Post, La Noticia and Que Pasa newspapers and in mailings to interested and affected 
persons.  Notices were provided in both English and Spanish.  These meetings provided 
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Extension Extension 
an opportunity for CATS to provide information about the project and receive feedback 
about the project and the Draft EIS. Approximately 50 people attended the public 
meetings/hearing.  Twelve (12) written comments and six (6) verbal comments were 
received from members of the public during the public comment period and public 
hearing. Nine (9) written comments were received from local, state and federal agencies 
during the public comment period.  The Draft EIS comments and responses to the 
comments were included in the Final EIS. 

• From November 2010 to January 2011, additional stakeholder meetings and a public 
meeting were held regarding the reductions to the project scope. A public meeting was 
held on January 12, 2011 with 28 attendees, and a survey was distributed and posted 
online, which received 298 responses.    

• Following distribution of the Final EIS, CATS held a public meeting regarding the real 
estate acquisition process on September 27, 2011, and a public meeting on the Final 
EIS on October 11, 2011. 

• The Notice of Availability for the Final EIS was published in the Federal Register on 
October 14, 2011, and a mandatory 30-day review period from October 14, 2011 
through November 14, 2011 was provided on the Final EIS.  In addition, the Notice of 
Availability was advertised in The Charlotte Observer, Charlotte Post, La Noticia and 
Que Pasa newspapers and in mailings to interested and affected persons.  Notices were 
provided in both English and Spanish.  

 
COMMENTS ON THE FINAL EIS 

During the Final EIS review period, four (4) agencies and ten (10) persons submitted written 
comments.  Agency comments were received from the NC Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, Division of Water Quality; Mecklenburg County Land Use and 
Environmental Services Agency, the NC State Historic Preservation Office, and the US 
Environmental Protection Agency.  Public comments were received from the Citizens for 
Efficient Mass Transit, six property owners, and three interested persons.  Comments were 
related to permits, operations, design, property impacts, impacts on historic resources, noise 
and vibration impacts, business impacts, bus/rail planning, and visual impacts.  The public and 
agency comments on the Final EIS, as well as responses to the comments, are included in 
Appendix C. 
 
During the Final EIS review period, a request to participate as a consulting party in the Section 
106 process was received from the property owner of the Grinnell Building, a contributing 
building to the North Charlotte Historic District.  On November 2, 2011, a meeting was held with 
the property owner representative, the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office, FTA, 
and CATS.  The request letter, meeting minutes, and response from FTA are included in 
Appendix C.  The finding of No Adverse Effect on the North Charlotte Historic District was not 
changed as a result of the discussion.   FTA requested that the property owner submit his 
concerns as written comments on the Final EIS.  On November 14, 2011, a comment letter was 
received, outlining concerns related to the impact on the historic district, as well as the potential 
economic impact on the property related to changes in vehicular and pedestrian access to the 
property.  The Final EIS comment letter and response are included in Appendix C. 
 
As a result of public and agency comments, three mitigation commitments in addition to those 
identified in the Final EIS were made.  These commitments are included in Appendix B, 
Mitigation Commitments and Monitoring Plan.   
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1. Potential impacts due to the 36th Street grade separation have been identified as a 
concern by the property owner of the Grinnell Building.  The Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Planning Department will complete a station area plan for each of the stations on the 
BLE, including the 36th Street Station.  The plan will identify opportunities and constraints 
in the station area, and provide recommendations for land use policy, a streetscape 
plan, and guidance for infrastructure investments.   The development of the station area 
plan is scheduled to begin in 2012.  The process will include public involvement and the 
opportunity for interested parties, including property owners, to provide input. 

2. For the permanent well closure for the well located on the UNC Charlotte Campus, a 
permit from the Mecklenburg County Health Department will be obtained as required. 

3. Relative to a potential business impact on the Hight Veterinary Hospital from noise 
related to light rail operations, CATS will monitor and assess conditions at this business 
once the system is constructed and light rail is in operation. If noise impacts do occur, 
then mitigation measures will be identified and employed. 

 
UPDATES SINCE THE FINAL EIS 

Following are the changes to the project that were not addressed in the Draft EIS or Final EIS 
and/or items that need additional explanation. 

• Since publication of the Final EIS, 45 new parcels were identified for full or partial 
acquisition, including 3 additional full acquisitions (railroad properties), 13 partial 
acquisitions, 25 temporary construction easements (TCEs), and 7 permanent easements 
have been identified as needed for the project. These changes were identified as a 
result of completion of 65% Preliminary Engineering Design Plans.  In addition, one 
potential residential relocation was identified of an on-site caretaker of a commercial 
property.  It should also be noted that the number of relocations identified in the Final 
EIS refers to parcels, and some of the parcels contain multiple units with potentially 
affected tenants or lessees.  No additional environmental impacts are expected to occur 
with these changes.  The property owners were notified as part of the Final EIS and real 
estate public outreach processes, prior to the conclusion of the public review and 
comment period; therefore the affected parties also had the opportunity to provide 
comment as part of the Final EIS. 

• As a result of completion of 65% Preliminary Engineering Design Plans, impacts to water 
resources have been refined.  Total estimated stream impacts increased from 3,304 
linear feet to 3,312 linear feet.  Total wetlands impacted increased from 0.462 acres to 
0.524 acres.  The NC Department of Natural Resources, Water Quality Division and the 
US Army Corps of Engineers were notified of these changes at a pre-application permit 
coordination meeting on October 20, 2011. 

• On November 10, 2011, the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
notified CATS of a potential impact from the BLE project to a historic railroad trestle on 
the Mecklenburg Mill, a contributing resource to the North Charlotte Historic District.  
CATS determined that a timber railroad trestle is located behind the mill building within 
the existing railroad right-of-way. The track installation for the LYNX BLE would 
necessitate demolition of the railroad trestle.  A team of structural engineers and 
historians evaluated the structure. Based on the condition of the trestle, CATS 
recommended to SHPO that the trestle no longer contributes to the Mecklenburg Mill or 
to the North Charlotte Historic District, and, as such, the proposed demolition of the 
trestle by the BLE project would not result in negative impacts to the Mecklenburg Mill or 
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Extension Extension 
the North Charlotte Historic District.  Therefore, CATS recommended that the previous 
finding of No Adverse Effect for the North Charlotte Historic District remains valid.  On 
December 1, 2011, SHPO concurred with the No Adverse Effect finding.  Documentation 
on the finding is included in Appendix C. 

 
MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM 

Measures to minimize harm to the human and natural environments have been considered 
throughout project development and in consultation with interested agencies. Reasonable 
means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts of the project have been considered and 
implemented to the extent practicable. CATS will design and incorporate into the project all 
mitigation measures included in the Final EIS for the LYNX Blue Line Extension, commitments 
in response to comments on the Final EIS, and those measures identified during final design. 
FTA will require in any future funding agreement on the project and as a condition of any future 
grant or Letter of No Prejudice for the project, that all committed mitigation be implemented in 
accordance with the Final EIS. FTA will require that CATS periodically submit written reports on 
its progress in implementing the mitigation commitments. FTA will monitor this progress through 
quarterly review of final engineering and design, land acquisition for the project, and 
construction of the project.  The measures to minimize harm are fully described in the Final EIS 
and are summarized in Appendix B of this document. 
 
DETERMINATIONS AND FINDINGS 

Section 106 Compliance 

FTA has determined, in coordination with the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO), the Preferred Alternative will result in No Effect or No Adverse Effect on the nine (9) 
historic resources in the corridor.   
 
Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f) Determination 

Due to the minor land acquisitions that will result in a transportation “use” of historic resources 
and the No Adverse Effect determinations by which the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) has concurred, FTA has determined that the Preferred Alternative will have a de 
minimis impact on the following historic resources: 

• Orient Manufacturing Company/Chadwick Hoskins No. 3 (NR-Listed) 

• North Charlotte Historic District (NR-Listed) 

• Herrin Brothers Coal and Ice Company Plant (NR-Eligible) 

• Standard Chemical Products Plant (NR-Eligible) 

• General Motors Corporation Training Plan (NR-Eligible). 

On January 28, 2010, FTA and CATS notified SHPO of the proposed de minimis finding, and 
SHPO concurred on February 3, 2010.  Public input on the de minimis finding was sought 
during the Draft EIS circulation period, and no comments were received. 

FTA has also determined that there will be a de minimis impact to the Toby Creek Greenway.  
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The Preferred Alternative requires an easement to cross over the greenway on a bridge 
structure.  During construction, a portion of the greenway may have to be temporarily closed; 
however, access to the greenway will not be permanently interrupted.  CATS and FTA informed 
the Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation Department of the proposed de minimis finding, 
and MCPR concurred.  Public input on the de minimis finding was sought during the Draft EIS 
circulation period, and no comments were received. 

Conformity with Air Quality Plans 

On the basis of the determinations made in compliance with relevant provisions of federal law, 
FTA finds that the LYNX Blue Line Extension project satisfies the requirements of NEPA, the 
Clean Air Act of 1970 and 1990, as amended and the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 
1966, as amended. 
 
The project is included in the conforming Mecklenburg-Union Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (MUMPO, 2010), and in the conforming 
FY2009-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (2008).  These plans assume that the 
LYNX BLE would be constructed by 2025.  On May 3, 2010, based on the conformity 
determinations and comments by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Federal 
Highway Administration and FTA issued its finding that the MUMPO 2035 LRTP and FY2009 – 
2015 TIP conform to the purposes of the State Implementation Plan (SIP). 
 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

Coordination with federal, state and local regulatory agencies was conducted in compliance with 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The project will permanently impact approximately 3,312 
linear feet of streams and approximately 0.524 acre of wetlands, requiring a Section 404 permit 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.   The reported stream and wetlands impacts account for 
the potential temporary and permanent impacts as a result of construction and operation of the 
Preferred Alternative.  The permit application will require the discussion of the measures 
employed throughout planning and design in order to avoid/minimize impacts to waters of the 
U.S. The 404 permit application must also include a compensatory mitigation proposal, which 
outlines the plan to provide compensation to offset permanent losses of waters of the U.S. 
 
Finding 

The environmental record for the LYNX Blue Line Extension Northeast Corridor Light Rail 
Project is included in the Draft EIS (August 2010) and Final EIS (August 2011).  These 
documents represent the detailed analysis and findings required by NEPA and by 49 U.S.C. 
Section 5324 (b), and include: 
 
• the environmental impacts of the proposed project; 
• adverse environmental effects that cannot be avoided should the proposed project be 

implemented; 
• alternatives to the proposed project; and, 
• irreversible and irretrievable impact on the environment that may be involved in the 

proposed project should it be implemented. 
 
On the basis of the evaluation of social, economic and environmental impacts contained in the 
Final EIS and the written and oral comments offered by the public and by other agencies, the 
FTA has determined that: 
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MITIGATION COMMITMENTS AND MONITORING PLAN 

 
The mitigation measures and other project features that reduce impacts, to which the FTA and 
the grantee committed in the Final EIS, are set forth in the table below.  These mitigation 
measures may not be eliminated from the project, except by the FTA’s written consent following 
a supplemental environmental review.  FTA will determine the appropriate level of supplemental 
environmental review in this case.   
 
This summary table is provided in the Record of Decision to facilitate the monitoring of the 
implementation of the mitigation measures during final design and construction of the project.  
The detailed descriptions of the mitigation measures in the Final EIS remain in effect.  It is the 
responsibility of the project sponsor, Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS), to ensure that the 
mitigation commitments are accomplished in accordance with the Final EIS and Record of 
Decision.
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Table 1 - Mitigation Commitments and Monitoring Plan 

Mitigation ID Number Mitigation Measure Implementation and 
Monitoring 

Responsible 
Party 

Timing Status

1 

Traffic 
The mitigation to address project impacts 
have been included in the 65% Preliminary 
Engineering Design Plans, including grade 
separations, signalized grade crossings, and 
turn lanes.  

The mitigation measures 
will be included in the traffic 
design and signal 
operations plans and 
specifications.   

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

2 

Land Use 
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning 
Department will complete Station Area Plans 
for each of the stations along the BLE  that 
define a framework for future growth and 
development. 
 
Potential impacts due to the 36th Street grade 
separation have been identified as a 
concern.  The Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Planning Department will complete a station 
area plan for the 36th Street Station.  The 
plan will identify opportunities and constraints 
in the station area, and provide 
recommendations for land use policy, a 
streetscape plan, and guidance for 
infrastructure investments.   The 
development of the station area plan is 
scheduled to begin in 2012.  The process will 
include public involvement and the 
opportunity for interested parties, including 
property owners, to provide input. 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Planning Department will 
continue development and 
adoption of Station Area 
Plans in the Northeast 
Corridor.  The 36th Street 
station area plan 
development is scheduled 
to begin in 2012. 

Charlotte-
Mecklenburg 
Planning 
Dept. 

Final Design, 
Construction, & 
Operation 

 

3 

Neighborhoods 
Overflow parking in neighborhoods near light 
rail stations will be monitored. Corrective 
actions to provide additional parking will be 
made and/or parking enforcement will be 
instituted, if necessary. 

Once the BLE is in 
operation, CATS Safety and 
Security will monitor station 
areas, and investigate any 
complaints of overflow 
parking in neighborhoods 
near light rail stations. 

CATS Operation  
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Mitigation ID Number Mitigation Measure Implementation and 
Monitoring 

Responsible 
Party 

Timing Status

4A 

Community Facilities  
Coordination with emergency service 
providers to ensure that design allows 
access for these services and that the 
efficiency of emergency services is not 
impeded. 

Addressed through the Fire 
& Life Safety Committee. CATS  Final Design & 

Construction  

4B 
Community Facilities  
Coordination with CMC-University regarding 
the type and location of directional signage. 

CATS will coordinate with 
CMC-University during final 
design regarding location of 
directional signage. 

CATS  Final Design & 
Construction  

5 

Environmental Justice  
Noise mitigation for residential properties 
located within EJ communities of concern will 
be required, including use of a rail automated 
friction modifier, noise barriers, sound 
insulation, specially-engineered trackwork 
and vibration isolation treatments. 

Include in design and 
construction drawings. CATS Final Design & 

Construction  

6A 

Visual And Aesthetic  
Implementation of the design treatments per 
the project’s Design Criteria, Urban Design 
Framework, to the extent practical. 

Design project elements 
consistent with the BLE 
Design Criteria, Urban 
Design Framework, to the 
extent practical. 

CATS & City 
Planning 
Department 

Final Design & 
Construction  
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Mitigation ID Number Mitigation Measure Implementation and 
Monitoring 

Responsible 
Party 

Timing Status

6B 

Visual And Aesthetic  
Coordination with property owners to discuss 
the following proposed mitigation:  
• For the six affected properties in 

Hampshire Hills, landscaping is 
proposed along the project fencing, 
where right of way permits. The 
landscaping may need to be placed on 
private property, if there is not sufficient 
public right of way available; this would 
be subject to agreement from the 
affected property owners. 

• Additional directional signage to improve 
way-finding to CMC-University and 
retain visibility to the hospital. 

• Coordination with businesses along 
North Tryon Street to relocate business 
signage as needed and other design 
elements to minimize visual impacts. 

CATS/City Real Estate will 
discuss landscaping 
mitigation with property 
owners during real estate 
acquisition process. 
 
CATS will coordinate with 
CMC-University during final 
design regarding location of 
directional signage. 
 
CATS will coordinate with 
businesses along North 
Tryon Street during final 
design regarding location of 
business signage and 
project design. 

CATS & City 
Real Estate 
Division 

ROW, Final 
Design, & 
Construction 

 

6C 

Visual And Aesthetic  
Continued coordination with stakeholders 
and potentially affected groups regarding 
potential visual impacts:   UNC Charlotte to 
ensure consistency with campus design 
guidelines; and University City Partners to 
provide information to affected business 
owners. 

CATS will provide design 
plans to UNC Charlotte for 
review and comment. 
 
CATS will regularly 
communicate with 
University City Partners 
regarding the property 
acquisition process, design 
and construction of the 
project. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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Mitigation ID Number Mitigation Measure Implementation and 
Monitoring 

Responsible 
Party 

Timing Status

7 

Parklands 
Toby Creek Greenway - Vegetative screens 
will be maintained to the extent practical; 
CATS will coordinate with MCPR to ensure 
the light rail bridge over the greenway would 
not conflict with the greenway, and to 
minimize impact to trail operations during 
construction.  An alternative route will be 
provided and attempts will be made to 
coordinate closure during a period of least 
activity. CATS will notify MCPR 48 hours in 
advance of temporary closure of greenway 
due to construction.

Include in contract 
specifications. 
 
CATS will continue to 
coordinate with MCPR at 
each design stage. 
 
Include in contract 
specifications, requirement 
to notify CATS and MCPR 
48 hours in advance of 
temporary closure of 
greenway. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

8 

Forests 
Trees and landscaping will replace 
vegetation loss. Park-and ride lots will 
comply with Charlotte Tree Ordinance, 
which requires 8 percent coverage.   

Include in design plans and 
specifications. CATS Final Design & 

Construction  

9A 

Threatened and Endangered Species 
For the Carolina birds-foot trefoil, prior to 
construction, the contractor will be required 
to confirm the presence of the plant in the 
corridor.  If present, then seeds from the 
plant will be collected and subsequently 
sown/scattered in newly disturbed areas, 
such as along road/rail embankments 
associated with project construction. 
Additionally, seeds will be donated to the 
North Carolina Botanical Garden for deep 
freeze purposes; and CATS will coordinate 
with the North Carolina Natural Heritage 
Program (NCNHP) to update their records. 

Include in contract 
specifications. 
 
CATS will coordinate with 
the NCNHP. 

CATS  Final Design & 
Construction  

9B 

Wildlife 
Survey for migratory bird nesting sites will 
be completed if it becomes evident that 
migratory birds are utilizing the project area. 

Include in contract 
specifications. 

CATS Construction  
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Mitigation ID Number Mitigation Measure Implementation and 
Monitoring 

Responsible 
Party 

Timing Status

10 

Groundwater 
Although no groundwater impacts are 
anticipated, a well located on the UNC 
Charlotte campus within the proposed 
project alignment is no longer in use. CATS 
and/or UNC Charlotte will complete the 
abandonment/closure process to seal the 
well per NC Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) requirements.   A 
permit will be obtained as required from the 
Mecklenburg County Health Department, 
and the closure will comply with the 
requirements of the Mecklenburg County 
Groundwater Well Regulations Chapter II 
Section XIII.  

Complete the well 
abandonment / closure 
process prior to 
construction.  

CATS / UNC 
Charlotte Final Design  

11 

Surface waters  
Design will continue to minimize impacts to 
streams through the limited use of riprap at 
pipe inlets and outfalls; the relocation of 
channels using natural channel design 
techniques where practicable; and 
preservation of stream banks at proposed 
bridge crossings. Compensatory mitigation 
will be made through the Charlotte Umbrella 
Stream and Wetland Mitigation bank when 
impacts are unavoidable and as required by 
the Clean Water Act and as determined in 
coordination with the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers and the North Carolina 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, Division of Water Quality. 

Include as part of 
construction plans and 
contract specifications.   
 
Purchase of compensatory 
stream mitigation credits 
from the Charlotte Umbrella 
Stream and Wetland 
Mitigation bank, as required 
by the Clean Water Action 
Section 404 individual 
permit and Section 401 
Water Quality Certification. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

12 

Floodplains and floodways  
Bridge design will continue to minimize 
impacts to floodplains and floodways. 
Continued coordination with Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County Stormwater Services 
will be made for continued input into the 
project design.  

FEMA No Rise Certification 
and a Conditional Letter of 
Map Revision (CLOMR) will 
be obtained for the crossing 
of Little Sugar Creek and 
Toby Creek. 

CATS Final Design  
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Mitigation ID Number Mitigation Measure Implementation and 
Monitoring 

Responsible 
Party 

Timing Status

13  

Wetlands  
Additional efforts to avoid and minimize 
impacts to wetlands will continue to be made 
during preliminary engineering design, 
including: steepening fill slopes where 
practicable; use of retaining walls or similar 
structures; locating construction staging and 
access areas away from wetlands; and 
demarcating preserved wetland areas prior 
to construction. Compensatory mitigation will 
be made through the North Carolina 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) Ecosystem 
Enhancement Program (EEP) when impacts 
are unavoidable, and as required by the 
Clean Water Act and as determined in 
coordination with the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers and the North Carolina Division of 
Water Quality. 

Include as part of 
construction plans and 
contract specifications.   
 
Purchase of compensatory 
wetland mitigation credits 
from the NC DENR 
Ecosystem Enhancement 
Program (EEP), as required 
by the Clean Water Action 
Section 404 individual 
permit and Section 401 
Water Quality Certification. 

CATS Final Design &  
Construction  

14 

Air Quality 
Coordination with Mecklenburg County Land 
Use & Environmental Services Agency to 
comply with air quality modeling 
requirements for Transportation Facilities 
Construction Permits for the proposed 
parking garages. 

Meet requirements to obtain 
Transportation Facilities 
Construction Permit for the 
parking garages. 

CATS Final Design  
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15 

Noise and Vibration 
Noise mitigation measures include use of a 
rail automated friction modifier, noise 
barriers, sound insulation, specially-
engineered trackwork.  Vibration mitigation 
measures include the use of ballast mats. 
Specific mitigation recommendations will be 
coordinated with affected property owners.   
 
Relative to a potential business impact on 
the Hight Veterinary Hospital from noise 
related to light rail operations, CATS will 
monitor and assess conditions at this 
business once the system is constructed and 
light rail is in operation. If noise impacts do 
occur, then mitigation measures will be 
identified and employed. 
 

Include in design and 
construction drawings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow-up with Hight 
Veterinary Hospital and 
monitor for potential 
business impacts as a 
result of potential noise 
impacts to domestic 
animals at the veterinary 
hospital. 

   

16 

Hazardous and Contaminated Materials 
Phase II ESAs will be performed, or if 
available, existing Phase II ESA reports will 
be reviewed, for all full and partial property 
acquisitions determined to be at significant 
risk of hazardous materials contamination 
which would impact the LYNX BLE 
construction schedule. Remediation in 
accordance with local and state regulations. 
For sites of low concern, a special provision 
will be included in the construction contract 
for the excavation and disposal of non-
hazardous contaminated sites. 

Conduct Phase II ESAs for 
property acquisitions with 
significant risk of hazardous 
contamination.   
 
Remediate hazardous 
materials contamination in 
accordance with local and 
state regulations.   
 
Include a special provision 
in the construction contract 
for the excavation and 
disposal of non-hazardous 
contaminated sites. 

CATS 
ROW, Final 
Design & 
Construction 

 

17 

Safety and Security 
Design review by CATS Safety and 
Security/CMPD, NCDOT Safety Oversight, 
and Charlotte Department of Transportation 
to ensure design meets safety and security 
requirements.  Continued public outreach 
regarding railroad safety. 

Ensure design review and 
safety and security 
certification of project 
design and construction.  
 
Continue railroad safety 
public outreach program. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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18 

Acquisitions and Displacements  
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Policies Act will be 
followed. 

Comply with the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and 
Real Property Acquisition 
Policies Act. 

CATS & City 
Real Estate 
Division 

ROW, Final 
Design & 
Construction 

 

19 

Construction (Utility) 
• Coordinate with utility owners to ensure 

maintenance of utility services and timely 
relocation 

• Relocate, remove and protect existing 
utilities. 

Coordinate with utility 
owners and monitor re-
location activities and 
schedule. Relocation 
agreements to be executed 
with Duke Energy and 
AT&T.   

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

20 

Construction (Transportation, Traffic and 
Parking) 
• Schedule construction activities that 

require lane or road closures during off-
peak hours, where practical. 

• Develop Maintenance of Traffic Plan. 
• Coordinate freight schedule and 

construction activities with the railroads. 

Develop Maintenance of 
Traffic Plan and coordinate 
with railroads and local and 
state transportation 
departments. Include as 
part of construction plans 
and contract specifications.  
Monitor contractor 
compliance during 
construction. 
 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

21 

Construction (Land Use, Community 
Facilities and Businesses) 
• Coordinate with local business owners 

and provide advance notification of 
roadway disruptions and descriptions of 
alternative routes. 

• Maintain access to community facilities 
throughout construction by providing 
alternative routes when necessary. 

• Provide temporary entrance signs during 
construction. 

Develop construction 
sequencing and 
maintenance of traffic plans 
that ensure access to 
businesses and community 
facilities is maintained 
during construction.  Include 
in construction plans and 
contract specifications.  
Monitor contractor 
compliance during 
construction. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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22 

Construction (Visual and Aesthetic) 
• Shield and aim night work lights directly at 

the work zone. 
• Stage construction activities to limit the 

duration of impacts at individual locations.
• Where practical, restore existing 

vegetation that serves as a buffer to 
adjacent properties. 

Include in contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction.  

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

23 

Construction (Neighborhoods, Community 
Services and Environmental Justice) 
• Inform local property owners, through the 

Construction Education and Outreach 
Plan, of roadway disruptions. 

• Provide continuous coordination with 
community service providers to maintain 
access for emergency vehicles. 

• Restrict contractors from accessing the 
railroad right-of-way through the 
Hampshire Hills neighborhood. 

Develop and implement 
Construction Education and 
Outreach Plan, including 
communication with 
property owners and 
community service 
providers. 
 
Include access restrictions 
in contract specifications.  
Monitor contractor 
compliance during 
construction. 

CATS  Final Design & 
Construction  

24 

Construction (Air Quality) 
• Shut off construction equipment not in 

direct use. 
• Water areas of exposed soil to control 

dust. 
• Cover open body trucks transporting 

materials to and from construction sites. 
• Reroute truck traffic away from schools 

and residential communities when 
possible. 

• Repave and/or replant exposed areas as 
soon as possible following construction. 

• Adequately secure tarps, plastic or other 
material over debris piles. 

• Prohibit idling of delivery trucks or other 
equipment during periods of extended 
unloading or inactivity. 

Include mitigation 
requirements Include in 
construction plans and 
contract specifications.  
Monitor contractor 
compliance during 
construction. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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25 

Construction (Noise and Vibration) 
• Construction activities will be carried out 

in compliance with all applicable local 
noise regulations including the City of 
Charlotte Noise Ordinance, FTA 
guidelines and UNC Charlotte specified 
parameters.  
o At UNC Charlotte, construction will 

not be allowed near residence halls 
prior to 8:00 am nor within 200 feet 
of campus buildings during the week 
of final exams.  

• Contractors will prepare a Construction 
Noise and Vibration Control Plan. 

• Contractor(s) will involve an Acoustical 
Engineer to ensure noise and vibration 
levels are effectively managed and 
excessive noise and vibration is 
prevented. 
o Contractors will provide a phone 

number and/or website for 
community complaints, and the 
Acoustical Engineer will respond 
and coordinate with the Construction 
Manager to resolve complaints. 

o For blasting operations, contractors 
will consult with nearby sensitive 
receptors to schedule the least 
disturbing times and provide 
advance notice of blasting 
operations.  The contractor shall 
prepare a Blasting Plan to be 
approved by CATS and others 
designated by CATS (e.g. UNC 
Charlotte). 

Include in construction 
plans and contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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25  
(continued) 

o For blasting operations near UNC 
Charlotte, the contractor shall follow 
specific notification procedures to avoid 
damages to vibration sensitive 
equipment. The contractor shall provide 
a one-week advance notice of the start 
of blasting operations. The contractor 
shall facilitate a pre-blast meeting to 
define the entire schedule and scope of 
sequence of blasting. Blasting shall be 
scheduled in batches to the extent 
possible. The schedule shall be kept 
current at all times. The contractor shall 
provide a 24-hour notification for each 
blast. 

• Contractors will conduct noise and 
vibration monitoring at locations where 
potential impact from construction 
activities may occur.   

• Contractors will conduct pre-
construction and post-construction 
surveys of buildings with the potential for 
structural damage.  

• Specific construction noise and vibration 
measures to be implemented near 
sensitive receptors will be identified by 
the contractor in the Construction Noise 
and Vibration Control Plan. General 
noise mitigation measures including, but 
not limited to: operational restrictions; 
the use of alternative construction 
methods and equipment*; locating 
stationary equipment away from noise 
sensitive sites; the use of shields, 
shrouds or intake exhaust mufflers; the 
use of special back-up alarms; rerouting 
truck routes; use of temporary noise 
barriers or noise blankets; use of static 
rollers instead of vibratory rollers where 
practicable; pier drilling stead of pile 
driving where practicable. 
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26 

Construction (Natural Resources) 
Best management practice (BMP) measures 
will be followed by the contractor during 
construction. BMP measures will include the 
demarcation of the construction limits and 
staging areas prior to the initiation of 
construction, to limit the disturbances to the 
vegetative community. Encourage contractor 
to send felled trees to a chipper. 

Include in construction 
plans and contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction.   

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

27 

Construction (Water Resources) 
• Minimize disturbed areas. 
• Apply prompt stabilization. 
• Employ an Erosion and Sediment Control 

Plan to treat stormwater runoff. 
• Prevent the storage of fill or other 

materials in floodplains, to the extent 
practicable. 

• Stage construction of proposed 
stormwater systems to reduce the 
duration of construction disturbances to a 
given area. 

• Recycle topsoil removed during 
construction by using it to reclaim 
disturbed areas and enhance regrowth. 

• Avoid excessive slopes during excavation 
and blasting operations to reduce erosion.

• Use isolation techniques, such as 
berming or diversion, for in-stream 
construction near wetlands. 

Include in construction 
plans and contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction.   

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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28 

Construction (Cultural Resources) 
• Stop construction activities immediately 

upon the discovery of any new cultural 
resources. 

• Contractors will prepare a Construction 
Noise and Vibration Control Plan, and 
conduct vibration monitoring during 
construction.  

• Contractors will be instructed to avoid 
adjacent historic sites through 
construction fencing or some other clearly 
understood construction/staging 
technique.  

• The State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) will review the proposed 
pile/panel walls along the edges of the 
Herrin Brothers Coal and Ice site during 
Final Design. 

• Maintain minimum allowable distances 
from historic resources, to the extent 
practicable.

Include in construction 
plans and contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction.   
 
Provide final design plans to 
SHPO for review. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

29 

 
Construction (Parklands) 
• Maintain access to trails and minimize 

temporary closures to the extent practical.
• Notify MCPR 48 hours in advance of 

temporary closures of greenway due to 
construction. 

Include in construction 
plans and contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction.   
 
Include in contract 
specifications, requirement 
to notify CATS and MCPR 
48 hours in advance of 
temporary closure of 
greenway. CATS to 
coordinate with MCPR to 
define an alternate route 
during temporary closure of 
greenway.  

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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30 

Construction (Energy) 
Measures to minimize energy consumption 
during construction could include limiting the 
idling of construction equipment and 
employee vehicles, as well as locating 
staging areas and material processing 
facilities as close as possible to work sites. 

Include in contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

31 

Construction (Hazardous and Contaminated 
Materials) 
• Dispose of hazardous materials according 

to applicable federal, state and local 
guidelines. 

• Clean construction vehicles to prevent off-
site contamination.

Include in contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during construction. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  

32 
Construction (Safety and Security) 
Provide construction barriers and fencing to 
secure construction sites and staging areas. 

Include in contract 
specifications.  Monitor 
contractor compliance 
during constructions. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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Secondary Effects 
Implement Station Area Plan 
recommendations to minimize potential 
secondary impacts.  Other measures: 
• Affordable housing strategies to be 

developed with station area plans; 
• Notification to the Landmarks 

Commission of National Register Eligible 
properties that could be designated as 
Local Landmarks to afford them 
protection; 

• Provide Convenient access to light rail 
and bus services; 

• Public outreach/education regarding the 
benefits of transit supportive 
development; public involvement in 
station area plan development; and, 

• Coordination with City of Charlotte's 
Stormwater Services to minimize impacts 
to water resources and water quality 
during the station area planning process. 

• Completion of a detailed Indirect and 
Cumulative Impacts analysis for water 
resources and water quality during the 
Section 404/401 permitting phase of the 
project.

Develop and implement 
station area plans that will 
include, as appropriate: 
affordable housing 
strategies, public outreach, 
consideration of impacts to 
water resources and water 
quality. 
 
 
 
Complete Indirect and 
Cumulative Impacts 
analysis during the Section 
404/401 permitting process. 
 

City Planning 
Dept. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATS 

Final Design & 
Construction  

34 

Cumulative Effects 
• For the South Corridor Retrofit project, a 

re-evaluation of the South Corridor Light 
Rail Project Final EIS will be undertaken 
to identify specific measures to mitigate 
potential impacts to the South Corridor 
and existing LYNX Blue Line. 

• Continued coordination with NCDOT's 
Rail Division regarding the project 
schedule of the Sugar Creek Grade 
Separation Project and with NCDOT 
regarding the project schedule of the 
Mallard Creek bridge replacement on N. 
Tryon St. 

Complete a re-evaluation of 
the South Corridor Light 
Rail Project Final EIS prior 
to implementation of the 
South Corridor Retrofit 
project. 
 
Work with NCDOT to 
coordinate project 
schedules to minimize 
impact on the community. 

CATS Final Design & 
Construction  
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PEOPLE ●  PRIDE ●  PROGRESS ● PARTNERSHIP 
700 N. Tryon Street ● Suite 205 ● Charlotte, NC 28202-2236 ● (704) 336-5500 ● FAX (704) 336-4391 

www.4citizenhelp.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   MECKLENBURG COUNTY 

Land Use and Environmental Services Agency 
 

October 21, 2011 

 

 

Judy Dellert-O’Keef  

Charlotte Area Transit System  

600 East Fourth Street, Ninth Floor  

Charlotte, NC 28202  

(704) 432-0477  

 

bluelineextension@charlottenc.gov 

 

 

Re: LYNX Blue Line Extension (LYNX BLE) Final Environmental Impact Statement 

 

Dear Ms. Harris, 

 

Representatives of the Air Quality (MCAQ), Groundwater & Wastewater Services 

(MCGWS), Solid Waste (MCSW), Storm Water Services (MCSWS), and Water Quality 

(MCWQ) Programs of the Mecklenburg County Land Use and Environmental Services 

Agency (LUESA) have reviewed the above referenced proposed project as submitted via 

letter dated March 14, 2011.  The comments below are submitted for your consideration. 

 

 

Programs with No Comment at this Time 

Solid Waste  

Storm Water Services 

Air Quality 

 

Recommendations / Request for Consideration 

 

Groundwater & Wastewater Services 

Section 11.3.2.1 “Groundwater” states in part “Two project components that would 

require excavation include the depression of 36th Street beneath the light rail and freight 

tracks and carrying of the light rail below North Tryon Street/US-29 onto the UNC 

Charlotte campus. There are no wells within the vicinity of the proposed project at 36th 

Street; therefore, no groundwater impacts by well intrusion would be anticipated as a 

result of excavation.” 

 

GWS records indicates that one water supply well located at 3600 Philemon Avenue 

approximately 1,000 feet NNE the intersection of 36
th

 Street and the freight tracks within 

the vicinity of the proposed project excavation at 36
th

 Street.   

mailto:bluelineextension@charlottenc.gov
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PEOPLE ●  PRIDE ●  PROGRESS ● PARTNERSHIP 
700 N. Tryon Street ● Suite 205 ● Charlotte, NC 28202-2236 ● (704) 336-5500 ● FAX (704) 336-4391 

www.4citizenhelp.com 

 

 

 

 Section 11.14.1.1 “Groundwater” of the Final Environmental Impact Statement states in 

part “The well located on the UNC Charlotte campus within the proposed project 

alignment is no longer in use. CATS and/or UNC Charlotte will complete the 

abandonment/closure process per North Carolina Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (NCDENR) requirements prior to construction of the project.” 

 

A permit from the Mecklenburg County Health Department is required for abandonment 

of this well. Permanent abandonment of water supply wells is governed by the 

Mecklenburg County Groundwater Well Regulations Chapter II Section XIII.   

 

Please feel free to contact myself or Mr. Dennis Tyndall 

Dennis.Tyndall@mecklenburgcountync.gov  directly regarding the comment above. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
 

Heidi Pruess, Environmental Policy Administrator 

Heidi.Pruess@mecklenburgcountync.gov 

mailto:Dennis.Tyndall@mecklenburgcountync.gov
mailto:Heidi.Pruess@mecklenburgcountync.gov
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Gledhill-earley, Renee [renee.gledhill-earley@ncdcr.gov]
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2011 5:44 PM
To: Goforth, Kelly
Subject: LYNX blue line extension

Kelly: 
Paul Fomberg, restoration specialist in our office, was in Charlotte week for last at the 
Johnson & Mecklenburg Mills talking with the owners about rehabilitation tax credits. He came 
back with work that they are concerned about the project. I gave him a copy of the plans that 
you sent to me. His comments are copied in below. Can you address them? 
Thanks, R 
 
It looks like the retaining walls would negatively impact the 1916 Machine storage building 
for Johnston Mill, which is a contributing building in the North Charlotte HD and sits 
adjacent to the street along E. 36th Street, as well as the contributing 1910 Grinnell 
Manufacturing Company building (Newco Fibre) across 36th Street along with its Art Moderne 2‐
story attached office addition built between 1925 and 1950. The contributing 1905 railroad 
trestle adjacent to the Mecklenburg Mill is also proposed for demolition in order to expand 
the RR ROW for the proposed light rail. 
 
‐‐  
Renee Gledhill‐Earley 
Environmental Review Coordinator  
NC State Historic Preservation Office 
4617 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699‐4617 
Phone: 919‐807‐6579  Fax: 919‐807‐6599 
http://www.hpo.dcr.state.nc.us 
Special Notice:  To expedite review of your project, you may wish to follow the directions 
found at http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/er/er_email_submittal.html for submitting requests via 
email. 
*This message does not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Cultural 
Resources. E‐Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction of public business, is 
subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law (N.C.G.S. 132) and may be disclosed to third 
parties.*  
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REASSESSMENT OF NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY 

MECKLENBURG MILL TRESTLE
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November 29, 2011 
 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
600 East Fourth Street 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28202 
 
Attention: Kelly Goforth 

Project Development Manager 
 

 
Subject: Reassessment of National Register Eligibility – Mecklenburg Mill Trestle 

LYNX Blue Line Extension Northeast Corridor Light Rail Project 
  Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 
  STV/RWA Project 2513745 
 
Dear Ms. Goforth: 
 
STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates (STV/RWA) has completed a review of the timber trestle located 
behind (north of) the Mecklenburg Mill in the North Charlotte Historic District for the referenced project. 
Our findings and conclusions are as follows:  
 
Background 
 
Background research was conducted prior to and in conjunction with field investigations. Sources 
consulted include the following: 
 

• National Register listing for the Mecklenburg Mill 

• Local Historic Landmark Commission records 

• Sanborn maps 

• Railroad valuation maps 

• Railroad maintenance records 
 
Field Survey 
 
Field surveys were conducted by structural engineers from STV/RWA and historians from Mattson 
Alexander & Associates between November 16, 2011 and November 22, 2011. The field investigators 
examined the timber trestle, obtained measurements and photographs, and assessed the overall 
condition of the trestle.  
 
Findings 
 
Original Structure  

• According to the North Charlotte Historic District National Register nomination, the original 
structure was constructed in 1905 around the time that the Mecklenburg Mill was constructed 
(1903-1905). 

• Coal was delivered to the Mecklenburg Mill via a rail spurline A spur track was located behind the 
Mecklenburg Mill and the coal trestle was located at the end of this bermed track (see Exhibit 1).  



 

• Further details of the original structure, including original plans and maintenance records are not 
available. However, it is typical for timber components to be replaced every 40 to 50 years and for 
ties and guardrails to be replaced every 20 to 25 years. 

 
 
Existing Structure 

• Dimensions 
o The trestle measures approximately 72.5’ long, and is comprised of 6 spans and 7 

substructure units (Exhibit 2). 
o The stringers are comprised of three 9”x16” timbers. The two stringers are approximately 

5’ on centers.  
o The cap is 12”x12”x12’ long (Exhibit 3) 
o The piles are 12”x12” timbers 
o There is typically one cross support member that measures 2.5”x8”  
o The outer two piles are battered, the inside two piles are plumb. 

• Condition 
o Most of the architectural and historical integrity has been lost. Only a vestige (the 

substructure), remains. The steel track rail and crossties have been removed from the top 
of the trestle. The walkway/platform for accessing the rail cars and/or conveyor 
equipment has also been removed. 

o The structural integrity of the timber on the existing trestle is fair, though there is some 
section loss in spots (Exhibits 4 and 5). Timber dating to 1905 would have experienced 
severe deterioration after more than 100 years of exposure to the elements.  

o The current structure would require significant structural upfit to allow the trestle to return 
to its original function of carrying train cars. 

o There is a sill beam that the piles connect to at ground level (Exhibit 6). Sill beams are 
typically placed on top of old piles that have been cut at ground level due to rot. As such, 
the sill beam serves as evidence that the existing structure is not the original structure.  

o Based on the condition of the timber, the estimated age of the existing trestle is 
approximately 50 to 55 years (circa mid 1950s to early 1960s). 

o A modern cooling tower is on top of the stringers above spans 1 and 2 (Exhibit 7).  
o There is a portion of a conveyor on the stringers above spans 3 and 4 (Exhibit 8). The 

conveyor, manufactured by the Kewaunee Machinery and Conveyor Belt Company, is 
likely a mid-twentieth century addition. 

o Much of the trestle is covered in unmaintained vegetative overgrowth (Exhibit 9). 
o The single track behind the Mecklenburg Mill has been removed (Exhibit 10). The spur 

track between the main track and timber trestle is also no longer there (Exhibit 11).  

 
Assessment of Eligibility and Integrity  
 
Much of the trestle’s integrity of design, workmanship, and materials has been lost through deterioration 
and alterations.  Only a vestige of the trestle, the substructure, remains somewhat intact, and according 
to the engineers’ field inspections and typical maintenance schedules, even the substructure appears to 
be a 1950s or 1960s replacement.  The steel track rail and crossties have been removed from the top of 
the trestle, and the walkway/platform for accessing the rail cars and/or conveyor equipment has 
collapsed.   A portion of the conveyor, manufactured by the Kewaunee Machinery and Conveyor Belt Co. 
of Illinois, remains, but it, too, appears to be a mid-20th century addition.  Furthermore, the trestle has lost 
much of its integrity of setting, association, and feeling.  The setting is heavily overgrown, and the loss of 
the spurline tracks obscures the original feeling and the association of the trestle to the mill.   
 
The coal trestle for the Mecklenburg Mill was listed as a contributing resource to the North Charlotte 
Historic District, the period of significance for which ended in 1939.  The trestle was altered significantly 
after 1939, outside the period of significance, with a replacement substructure and the removal or 
collapse of trackage and the walkway/platform.  Because the trestle has lost most of the seven aspects of 
integrity needed for eligibility, the principal investigators recommend that the trestle no longer contributes 
to the North Charlotte Historic District. 



 

 
Conclusion 
 
Based on the information presented in this letter, STV/RWA, in conjunction with Mattson, Alexander and 
Associates, Inc., has determined that the subject trestle is not the original 1905 trestle and that the existing 
timber substructure is a replacement that postdates the period of significance for the North Charlotte Historic 
District. The coal trestle’s platform, deck, and railing are ruinous or now gone.  The main delivery track and 
the railroad spur have both been removed, obscuring the original design and function of the system.  
Therefore, we recommend that the trestle no longer contributes to the North Charlotte Historic District. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide our services. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact us. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert H. Baughman, P.E. 
Vice President 

 



 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1: Excerpt from a 1953 Sanborn Map, illustrating the coal-delivery system at the 
Mecklenburg Mill. Note that the timber railroad trestle (highlighted in yellow) is located at the end 
of a railroad spur (highlighted in red), which is no longer in existence. The main railroad 
extension behind the Mecklenburg Mill (also highlighted in red) is also no longer in existence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

Exhibit 4: Representative photo of typical bent. 

 

Exhibit 5: Representative photo of sill beam. 

 



 

 

Exhibit 6: Representative photo of section loss. 

 

Exhibit 7: Representative photo of cooling tower, affixed to east end of the existing trestle. 
 



 

 

Exhibit 8: Representative photo of conveyor. 

 

Exhibit 9: Representative photo of vegetative overgrowth. 

 



 

Exhibit 10: North side of Mecklenburg Mill, loading dock adjacent to where main railroad tracks 
were (highlighted in yellow in Exhibit 1). 

  

Exhibit 11: West end of trestle; at-grade. The spur track that tied the trestle to the main 
line/loading dock is no longer there. 

Former location of main 

railroad tracks 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Dellert-OKeef, Judy
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2011 2:41 PM
To: 'Elliott, Keith'; brian.smart@dot.gov; Hennessey, Kevin
Cc: LYNX BLE Records; Goforth, Kelly; Thorne, W. Todd
Subject: 2011 0930 - Hampton Inn property - WBS 2502 - 8419 N. Tryon Street - PID 04721119

Mr. Elliott, 
Thank you for contacting CATS about the property at 8419 North Tryon Street.  I am copying Kevin Hennessey, Real 
Estate Manager for the Blue Line Extension, so he or a member of his team can contact you about the proposed impacts 
to the property. He will also be able to give you the steps involved and the time table for the real estate acquisition 
process.  
 
At the September 27, public meeting the real estate exhibits included right‐of‐way and temporary construction 
easements. I’ve attached the link below for you to access these maps on CATS website at www.ridetransit.org. 8419 
North Tryon is located on Map 5.   
 
http://charmeckauth.ci.charlotte.nc.us/city/charlotte/cats/planning/BLE/Pages/BLEAlignmentMaps.aspx 
PID 04721119 
8419 N. Tryon St 
Charlotte, NC  28262 
 
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 
 
Thank you, 
Judy Dellert‐O’Keef 
Charlotte Area Transit System  
Communications Officer  
LYNX Blue Line Extension, 
Operations Division and  
Speaker's Bureau 
Phone:  704‐432‐0477  
Fax:  704‐336‐4944  
www.ridetransit.org 
 

From: Elliott, Keith [mailto:Keith.Elliott@ihrco.com]  
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2011 7:24 PM 
To: brian.smart@dot.gov; Dellert-OKeef, Judy 
Cc: Elliott, Keith 
Subject:  
 
 
 
Mr. Brian Smart & Ms. Judy Dellert‐O’Keef, 
 
I am following up on the recent memo that was released to our ownership group and wanted to find out more 
information regarding the potential easement, partial or full acquisition of our property as mentioned in the attached 
document. If you could please forward an update on the status of our property and/or hotel and what impacts we can 
expect from the Blue Line Extension Northeast Corridor Light Rail project if would be greatly appreciated. 
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Keith Elliott ‐ General Manager 
Hampton Inn Charlotte University Place 
8419 N. Tryon St 
Charlotte, NC  28262 
P‐ 704‐548‐0905 
C‐ 704‐524‐6109 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Goforth, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2011 3:59 PM
To: 'Bryan Hight'
Cc: Hennessey, Kevin; LYNX BLE Records; Dellert-OKeef, Judy; 'brian.smart@dot.gov'; Makoid, 

Meghan; Thorne, W. Todd
Subject: RE: Hight Veterinary Hospital near UNCC (WBS 2503)

Dr. Hight, 
 
I am following up on your question about potential noise and vibration impact on your business.   As a commercial 
property, the Hight Veterinary Hospital on North Tryon Street  is not considered to be noise‐sensitive according to 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) guidelines.  The primary reason is that noise impact is assessed  according to the 
potential for human annoyance at land use locations where people sleep (Category 2) or at institutional land uses where 
meditation and concentration on reading materials is necessary such as schools, libraries, theatres and churches.   
  
With regard to vibration, no vibration impact is expected to occur.  Our noise and vibration consultant, Harris Miller 
Miller and Hanson (HMMH), provided the following assessment of the potential vibration impacts.  According to FTA 
guidelines, potential vibration impact is assessed for facilities with vibration‐sensitive equipment and/or operations and 
these criteria may be lower than the thresholds for human perception.  For a veterinary hospital, which may typically 
include operating rooms or medium‐powered optical microscopes, the applicable vibration criterion would be the 
Residential Night/Operating Room criterion of 72 VdB.  The Hight Veterinary Hospital building is approximately 150 feet 
from the proposed alignment and at this distance the projected vibration level from light rail operations is 38 VdB, well 
below the threshold for potential impact.  So, vibration impact would not occur at this location. 
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions or need more information. 
 
 
Kelly R. Goforth 
Project Development Manager 
LYNX Blue Line Extension Light Rail Project 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
600 East Fourth St. 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
(704) 336‐3513 
 
 

From: Thorne, W. Todd  
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 9:23 AM 
To: 'Bryan Hight' 
Cc: Goforth, Kelly; Hennessey, Kevin; LYNX BLE Records 
Subject: Hight Veterinary Hospital near UNCC (WBS 2503) 
 
Dr. Hight, 
I’d like to add to what I wrote below regarding the temporary construction easement on the southeastern corner of your 
property.  The BLE’s erosion control plans show that we will need to reconstruct a portion of the ditch that runs along 
your property’s perimeter in order to keep storm runoff a safe distance from the limits of earthwork beside the tracks.  
As shown on the second file attached to this email, a note states “Permanently reconstruct ditch to divert water away 
from top of slope.  Line with matting for erosion control.”  Silt fence will then be placed between the newly graded ditch 
and the slope to be created for the BLE, which is ascending to the level of the existing ground in this area. 
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Todd Thorne, PE 
LYNX Blue Line Extension 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
704‐353‐0993 
 

From: Thorne, W. Todd  
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2011 3:22 PM 
To: 'Bryan Hight' 
Cc: Goforth, Kelly; Dellert-OKeef, Judy; Hennessey, Kevin; LYNX BLE Records 
Subject: Hight Veterinary Hospital near UNCC (WBS 2503) 
 
Dr. Hight, 
Thank you for attending the public meeting Tuesday night for the LYNX Blue Line Extension (BLE).  I am attaching the 
plan sheets and cross‐sections that you requested.  The project’s grading limits (dashed line with a “C” for cut or “F” for 
fill above it) do not encroach onto your property, but the temporary construction easement (solid line with an “E” in it) 
does cover the southern corner of your property.  As we discussed at the public meeting, the BLE project team will 
investigate whether the construction easement can be reduced or even eliminated there.   
 
The cross‐sections I’ve attached show track, ditch and earthwork elevations where the track approaches your property 
the most closely.  This area also is the section where the tracks transition from the trench condition through which the 
train passes under northbound N. Tryon Street and begin to rise above the existing ground as it approaches the bridge 
over Toby Creek.  Your property is shown on the left sides of the cross‐sections, and your property line is marked with 
the “PROPERTY” note on sections 3119+50, 3120, and 3120+50. 
 
We met with representatives of the North Carolina Department of Transportation yesterday to coordinate between our 
project and their Mallard Creek Bridge Replacement.  As the project schedules currently stand, most of the BLE heavy 
construction in your vicinity would take place in 2014 with final paving in 2015 and early 2016.  The bridge replacement 
could begin as early as late 2014 and would take about a year to complete.  The bridge replacement schedule is also 
connected closely to highway construction on I‐85 and I‐485.  We agreed to continue coordinating our projects to see if 
constructing both at the same time would be feasible and if it would be beneficial to businesses and commuters along N. 
Tryon.  If that were to occur, then the schedule for the bridge replacement would likely move up to 2014.  We will 
provide updates through our public communications as the BLE progresses. 
 
Regarding noise and vibration issues, please contact Kelly Goforth, who I have copied and who you also met at the public 
meeting.  Please contact me with any questions you have about the attached plan sheets or general design and 
construction issues. 
 

Todd Thorne, PE 
LYNX Blue Line Extension 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
704‐353‐0993 
 

From: Bryan Hight [mailto:bhight@carolina.rr.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 4:45 PM 
To: Thorne, W. Todd 
Subject: 65% cross section and detailed plans at Hight Veterinary Hospital near UNCC- BLE ~3120 
 
Hight Veterinary Hospital, PA 
9528 N Tryon St 
Charlotte, NC 28262 
Phone (704)595‐9377 
Cell (704)287‐1491 
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e‐mail bhight@carolina.rr.com, mail@hightvet.com 
Parcel ID 04931103 
Property? 3246 
BLE 3120 
 
Mr. Thorne, 
 
                Thank you for the information at the meeting last night.  In addition to sending me the pdf’s please forward my 
e‐mail address so I can get more information about the potential noise and vibration impact on my business. 
 
 
Thank you, 
Dr. Bryan C. High 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Bryan Hight [bhight@carolina.rr.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 11:54 PM
To: Blue Line Extension
Cc: Goforth, Kelly
Subject: 9528 N Tryon St Hight Veterinary Hospital response to Final EIS BLE

Hight Veterinary Hospital, PA 
Dr. Bryan C. Hight 
9528 North Tryon St 
Charlotte, NC 28262 
 
Judy Dellert-O’Keef 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
600 East Fourth St 
9Th Floor 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
                         

October 26, 2011 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
            I am writing in regards to the CATS Blue Line Extension planned to pass in the vicinity of our business. 
Hight Veterinary Hospital, PA has 22 employees, and our primary patients are dogs and cats.  We feel that there 
will be adverse impacts related to noise and vibration, both above grade and subterranean, and traffic during 
construction.  We request mitigation for noise and vibration impact such as Automated Top of Rail Lubrication 
System, sound and vibration dampening or insulating improvements, noise barriers, the avoidance of the use of 
the train horns near our facility.  We request that two way traffic be maintained on North Tryon St. in front of 
our facility during and after construction.  We also request that the U Turn lane and median opening, just south 
of 9528 N Tryon St, be preserved for Southbound traffic on North Tryon St. across from Barton Creek Dr.  We 
request special circumstances be considered in the evaluation of  noise and vibration impact related to our cat 
and especially dog patients since they are much more sensitive to noise than humans. 
 
 
            Areas where noise from the BLE trains are expected to cause adverse impact for humans at the property 
located at 9528 N Tryon St include the following.  Adverse impact is expected to occur during studying and 
concentration of written/printed materials from our veterinary library, hardcopy medical and surgical records, 
and on computer displays.  Adverse impact is expected to occur during communication between employees and 
between employees and clients in person and on the phone. 
 
            Our business depends upon the ability to provide care and comfort to dogs and cats present in and 
around our facility.  Special circumstances should be used related to the expected adverse noise and vibration 
impact in these animals.  Dogs are able to detect sounds at a much larger frequency range of humans and are 
able to hear sounds at much greater distances than humans.  Our recovering surgical patients, hospitalized sick 
patients, and boarding patients that must be able to sleep are located on the side of our facility closest to the 
proposed light rail project.  Our two outside dog exercise lots are located on the side of our building adjacent to 
the BLE project and at the rear of our building adjacent to where the light rail trains are proposed to be 
emerging from the trench.  For sanitary and health reasons the dogs must be allowed to be free from distraction 
in these areas to eliminate instead of eliminating indoors where they are housed in cages or runs.   
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            Areas where vibration from the BLE trains are expected to cause adverse impact for humans at the 
property located at 9528 N Tryon St include the following.  Adverse impact is expected to occur in our surgical 
room/suite located on the corner of the building adjacent to the proposed BLE and with the use of our High 
Power (1000 X power) microscope.  Vibration is also expected to cause adverse impact on the animals in the 
above mentioned circumstances.  Please provide mitigation for noise and vibration in the vicinity of our facility.
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Bryan C. Hight 
 
Cc:Kelly Goforth 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Goforth, Kelly
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2011 3:38 PM
To: 'Da.mai@earthlink.net'
Cc: Dellert-OKeef, Judy; 'brian.smart@dot.gov'; LYNX BLE Records; Mock, Andrew; Hennessey, 

Kevin; Thorne, W. Todd
Subject: RE: Final EIS Public Comment for DA D. Mai
Attachments: 20111012091722605.pdf

Dear Mr. Mai, 
 
Thank you for attending our public meeting on October 11, 2011, and submitting your comment.  
 
The LYNX Blue Line Extension team has been evaluating the proposed driveway on your property because the current 
concept has impacts to existing drainage patterns. This evaluation has identified the following alternatives, which are 
outlined below: 
 

1. Access the site at the traffic signal at 103 Eastway Dr., then traverse behind the Carolinas Medical Center 
building (251 Eastway Dr.) within North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) right‐of‐way to access the Traction Power 
Substation (TPSS). This concept would completely remove the driveway from your site. 

2. Access the site at the traffic signal at 103 Eastway Dr., and traverse across the front of the CMC  building to 
enter your site. This concept would require a driveway, but would lessen the impact to only the rear part of your 
site. 

 
In the two alternatives above, CATS will approach the owners of 103 Eastway Dr. and 251 Eastway Dr. as part of the Real 
Estate negotiations process, which will commence upon the Federal Transit Administration’s issuance of the Record of 
Decision in December of 2011.   If the property owners are amenable to one, or the other approach, then CATS will 
proceed in that manner.  
 

3. The current concept, accessing the TPSS via a driveway across your property. In this case, we will work with you 
to address your access needs , which may include making a portion of the driveway public to give you access to 
Eastway Dr. and the adjacent property if this is desirable to you and your neighbor. 
 

In any scenario, CATS will likely purchase property from you for the purpose of locating a traction power substation 
(TPSS), which provides power to our light rail system, and the associated utility easements for an underground power 
line.  The real estate acquisition process will follow the requirements of the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and 
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act.    
 
We will contact you with the outcome as a part of the Real Estate process, and we look forward to working with you as 
the project continues to move forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly R. Goforth 
Project Development Manager 
LYNX Blue Line Extension Light Rail Project 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
600 East Fourth St. 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
(704) 336‐3513 
 



2

 

From: Thomson, Theo  
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 9:27 AM 
To: LYNX BLE Records 
Cc: Dellert-OKeef, Judy; Goforth, Kelly 
Subject: Final EIS Public Comment for DA D. Mai 
 
Please file in 0631B Public Comments for the Final EIS.  
 
The text of Mr. Mai’s comments is as follows: 
 
Name:                  DA D. Mai 
Phone:                 980‐275‐9472 
Organization:     Individual land owner 
Email:                    Da.mai@earthlink.net 
Address:              3124 Windsor Dr., Charlotte, NC   28209 
 
Comments: 
The current plan of the access rd to TPSS #14 is lying over the prime piece of our property. This Rd prohibits valuable 
traffic access to our property. We request the city either DO AWAY or relocate the access road. 

(1) Do away with the current access Rd and use the adjacent lot’s access to the power station. 
(2) Alternatively we propose to open an access Rd along the railroad to gain access to the station. 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Lawrence, Jason
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 12:12 PM
To: 'Christopher McMillan'
Cc: Goforth, Kelly; Makoid, Meghan; Dellert-OKeef, Judy; Jennifer Schwaller; 

'brian.smart@dot.gov'; LYNX BLE Records
Subject: RE: Support of BLue Extension and Request for Further Assistance From Legal Blind 

Charlotte Resident

Sensitivity: Private

Mr. McMillan, 
 
Thank you for your support and interest in the LYNX Blue Line Extension (BLE).  As you know, I forwarded your request 
for transit service to the CATS service planning group. Larry Kopf, Chief Operations Planning Officer, contacted you on 
October 27, 2011 to discuss the options for additional bus service in your area. As Mr. Kopf discussed with you, due to 
our operating budget limitations, CATS has no immediate plans to provide service to your neighborhood. However as 
part of the FY 13‐ FY 17 Countywide Transit Service Plan (CTSP), we will include your request as possible new transit 
options. In the CTSP, CATS includes service requests that will be considered and evaluated as funding allows. 
 
Thank you again for your comment regarding the LYNX Blue Line Extension light rail project. 
 
Jason Lawrence 
Transportation Planner 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
704.336.4106 
 
 

From: Christopher McMillan [mailto:christophermcmillan@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 5:50 AM 
To: Lawrence, Jason; governor.office@nc.gov; Christopher Michael McMillan ; Christopher McMillan, CIO KMB Massage 
Therapy  
Cc: Blue Line Extension; ghraynfbofnc@charter.net; brian.smart@dot.gov; nccb2020@bellsouth.net; 
info@disabilityrightsnc.org; eddie.weaver@dhhs.nc.gov; Eddie Everett 
Subject: Support of BLue Extension and Request for Further Assistance From Legal Blind Charlotte Resident 
Importance: High 
Sensitivity: Private 
 
Dear Mr. Lawrence: 
 
I greatly appreciate your time yesterday as you discussed the options for possible additonal bus 
service and rail service in the Charlotte University area.  I appauld the work you and CATS are doing. 
I have included my contact information below, my google maps location and finally a thought I want to 
propose as a legally blind IT consultant.  I have lived in the best mass transit areas of this 
country (Northeast, Central California, etc) and have moved here hoping for changes to occur 
to allow me my expand my personal, educational, and employment goals.   
 
Please share my contact information with your contact for opportunties for my wife and I to come to 
meetings in the future to support for better accessibility as a legal blind transit rider in need of better 
support.  I can urge the Government of Charlotte, DOT Support on the National Level, and blindness 
organizations to stand by this issue to help legal blind people get equal access to transportation.  I 
have been on advisor boards before for State Services for the Blind in Connecticut and I 
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understand what it will take to get access / advocay to meet my goals.  I have no problems 
adovating for myself.   
 
My Contact information is as follows: 
 
Christopher McMillan 
4022 Linsbury Court 
Charlotte, NC 28213 
Cell Phone:   980 333 7400 
Fax Line:       704 973 9969 
chrismcmillan@hotmail.com                     Private E-mail 
chrismcmillan@ceektechnology.com      Work E-mail 
 
Google Maps Location for Transporation Options: 
 
http://maps.google.com/?ll=35.294494,-
80.685128&spn=0.00951,0.013797&hnear=4022+Linsbury+Ct,+Charlotte,+North+Carolina+28213&t
=m&z=16&vpsrc=0 
http://g.co/maps/5hqh2 
 
Please forward this information to any and all contacts you have in the Harrisburg, Concord, Charlotte 
Mass Transit Staff as it relates to Bus and Rail Support.   
 
I look forward to assisting make the 2nd largest community in Mecklenburg County one of the 
friendlest mass transit areas in Charlotte University area.   
 

Sincerely, 

  
Christopher McMillan, CIO 
CEEK Technology 
Blog:  http://blinditandnetworkadmin.blogspot.com 
Web Site:  http://www.ceektechnology.com 

  

chrismcmillan@ceektechnology.com (Instant Messager and E-mail) 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: brian.smart@dot.gov
Sent: Friday, December 02, 2011 8:54 AM
To: Goforth, Kelly
Subject: FW: Support of Blue Extension and Request for Further Assistance From Legal Blind 

Charlotte Resident
Attachments: image001.gif

Importance: High
Sensitivity: Private

Hi Kelly, 
 
I received this email comment this morning. 
 
Brian 
 
 
Brian C. Smart 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Transit Administration, Region IV 230 Peachtree Street, NW ‐ Suite 800 Atlanta, GA  
30303 
Phone: 404.865.5607 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Christopher McMillan ‐ Hotmail [mailto:christophermcmillan@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Fri 12/2/2011 6:07 AM 
To: mayor@charlottenc.gov; governor.office@nc.gov; Smart, Brian (FTA); 
christophermcmillan@hotmail.com 
Cc: mroberts5@carolina.rr.com; jcollett@ncdot.gov 
Subject: FW: Support of Blue Extension and Request for Further Assistance From Legal Blind 
Charlotte Resident 
  
Dear Honorable Mayor Foxx: 
 
  
 
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to speak at the MTC Meeting this week on 
November 30 2011.   
 
  
 
Being that I live in the second largest community of Mecklenburg county here in Old Stone 
Crossing, I ask that this area continued to be looked at for transportation options.  
 
  
 
Once the Blue Line occurs for the area by 2017, this will help greatly but 
only if Congress provides the funding.     
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I feel that the UNCC area is an area that is poorly served for the disabled and based on CATS 
and STS funding at 2005 level my position for transportation assistance will be limited.   
 
  
 
I ask for your continued support for funding from the Governor's office and the United States 
DOT.   
 
  
 
I will be faxing this letter to my congressional membership to help get additional funding.   
 
  
 
Your loyal Charlotte Resident.   
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
Sincerely 
  
Christopher McMillan, CIO 
 
704 208 4264  Business Line 
 
980 333 7400  Cell Phone 
 
704 973 9969  Fax Line 
 
Web Site:        <http://www.ceektechnology.com/> 
http://www.ceektechnology.com  
Web Site         <http://www.essentialkneadsconcord.com/> 
http://www.essentialkneadsconcord.com 
Web Site:        <http://www.kmbmassagtherapy.com/> 
http://www.kmbmassagtherapy.com  
E‐mail:             <mailto:chrismcmillan@ceektechnology.com> 
chrismcmillan@ceektechnology.com  
 
E‐mail:             <mailto:info@essentialkneadsconcord.com> 
info@essentialkneadsconcord.com  
 
E‐mail              <mailto:webmaster@kmbmassagetherapy.com> 
webmaster@kmbmassagetherapy.com 
 
 My status <http://mystatus.skype.com/balloon/chrismmcmillan>   
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STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates 

Date: 11/02/2011 Contract #: 08-477 Job No.: 2513745 

Project: LYNX Blue Line Extension NECLRP Meeting Name: MPV/SHPO Meeting - Grinnell 
 

Meeting Location: CMGC - Conf Room 801  Starting Time: 10:00 AM 

Meeting Date: 11/02/11 Ending Time: 11:15 AM 
Attendees:             Name                                       Representing 

 Listed below        
              

 
NOTES:
 
 
Attendees: 
 Kelly Goforth, CATS 
Jean Leier, CATS (by phone) 
Tina Votaw, CATS 
Dan Thilo, Planning 
Laura Rushing, E&PM Real Estate 
Brian Smart, FTA (by phone) 
Renee Gledhill-Early, SHPO (by phone) 
Jim Merrifield, Merrifield Patrick Vermillion (MPV) 
Kelly Merrifield MPV (by phone) 
Jennifer Schwaller, STV (by phone) 
Brian Query, STV 
Steve Karnis, STV 
 
-K. Goforth gave a brief summary of Section 106 findings relative to the North Charlotte Historic 
District and the Grinnell Manufacturing Building. 
-Relative to MPV’s request to be a Consulting Party to the Section 106 process, B. Smart described 
the two types of consulting that occur with Section 106; namely 1) those of SHPO and local 
governments and 2) those of other parties, such as those with economic interests. Because MVP has 
an economic interest in the Grinnell Manufacturing Building and the North Charlotte Historic 
District, they can be a Consulting Party to the Section 106 process. Parties such as MPV can 
participate and comments/concerns will be taken into consideration by FTA.  
-J. Merrifield provided a summary of his concerns relative to the North Charlotte Historic District 
and to the Grinnell Manufacturing Building. Relayed concerns that the “tunnel” created by the 
depression of 36th Street will change the pedestrian character of the historic district.  He also 
expressed concerns relative to street presence and access to the Grinnell Manufacturing Building. J. 



 

Page 2 of 2 
C:\Documents and Settings\kgoforth\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\TBJZZC5M\LYNXBLE_GrinnellManufacturingMtg_11 
02 11.doc 
 

Merrifield’s overall opinion was that the depression of 36th Street would be an adverse impact on the 
historic district. 
-R. Gledhill-Earley relayed that pedestrian connectivity is maintained since a sidewalk would be built 
along both sides of 36th Street, and the addition of a retaining wall along a relatively short portion of 
36th Street would not constitute an adverse impact to the historic district as a whole. Relative to the 
Grinnell Manufacturing Building specifically, R. Gledhill-Earley relayed that CATS has avoided 
adversely impacting the property by addition of the retaining wall and underpinning system. 
Additionally, the loading dock is remaining intact (though access would be eliminated).  L. Rushing 
noted that MPV would be compensated for the loss of access through the real estate process. R. 
Gledhill-Earley noted that CATS has made a good case that they could build the LYNX BLE without 
destroying or adversely altering the building. She re-affirmed the finding of No Adverse Effect for 
the North Charlotte Historic District. 
-J. Merrifield indicated that the long-term plans for the Grinnell Manufacturing property include 
razing the building and redeveloping the site. He is concerned about potential redevelopment 
challenges associated with the presence of the 16’ retaining wall, the street presence of a future 
building particularly where 36th Street is depressed, and the potential “mis-match” with pedestrian 
standards. J. Merrifield relayed concern about MPV’s ability to comply with local design standards 
with the aforementioned development challenges.  
-D. Thilo confirmed that MPV would have to comply with urban design guidelines for the station 
area. He relayed that the Station Area Plan for 36th Street has not yet been completed. The plan would 
respond to the future existing conditions, including the proposed retaining wall and depression of 36th 
Street.  
-B. Smart suggested that J. Merrifield submit comments on the Final EIS regarding the impact on his 
property by the November 14th comment close date. CATS will respond to the formal comment letter 
and will include a commitment to complete the Station Area Plan for 36th Street. The local process, 
which includes public involvement and the opportunity for interested parties, such as MPV, to 
provide input will foster a forum for cooperative decisions regarding the requirements for 
development around the station. This commitment will be included in FTA’s Record of Decision 
(ROD). 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Gledhill-earley, Renee [renee.gledhill-earley@ncdcr.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 5:08 PM
To: Norwood Thompson
Cc: Goforth, Kelly
Subject: RE: Historical Building?

Mr. Thompson: 
I have talked with Kelly Goforth at CATS to ask that she set up a meeting so that we all can talk together. I've given her 
your contact information and expect that she will be trying to schedule a meeting in the next several weeks. 
  
Have you considered the benefits of being a National Register-eligible property? In Charlotte it seems that folks are 
actively looking for historic industrial properties to rehabilitate and put to new uses. This is due in part to the federal and 
state investment tax credits that are available for the rehabilitation of historic buildings. And, as your property was a 
manufacturing facility, you may want to check and see if it would qualify for the NC Mill Tax Credit. All three tax credits are 
explained on our webpage at http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/tchome.htm  
  
Renee G-E 
  
-- 
Renee Gledhill-Earley 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
NC State Historic Preservation Office 
4617 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4617 
Phone: 919-807-6579  Fax: 919-807-6599 
http://www.hpo.dcr.state.nc.us 
Special Notice:  To expedite review of your project, you may wish to follow the directions found at 
http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/er/er_email_submittal.html for submitting requests via email. 
*This message does not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Cultural Resources. E-Mail to and from me, in 
connection with the transaction of public business, is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law (N.C.G.S. 132) and may be 
disclosed to third parties.*  
  
 

From: Norwood Thompson [mailto:nthompson@walthomgroup.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 11:43 AM 
To: Gledhill-earley, Renee; Crawford, Rob; Bartos, Ramona 
Cc: 'Gray, Stewart'; jrogers@charlottenc.gov; Swallow, Ann; 'George Whiting' 
Subject: RE: Historical Building? 

It seems to us redevelopment would be smart and that historic determination creates a problem for the city.  If you could 
clarify this as our plans would be to demolish and redevelop in an appropriate manner, either by us or CATS.  CATS is 
telling us the potential historic determination prevents them from developing the property.   
 
We appreciate your help in this matter.   
 
Norwood Thompson 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Goforth, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2011 1:30 PM
To: 'Norwood Thompson'
Cc: 'Gledhill-earley, Renee'; 'brian.smart@dot.gov'; Makoid, Meghan; Zeiler, Peter Q.; Votaw, 

Tina; LYNX BLE Records; Dellert-OKeef, Judy
Subject: Standard Chemical Products Plant Follow Up Information

Mr. Thompson, 
 
It was a pleasure meeting with you Monday to discuss your property located at 600 Sugar Creek Road (former Standard 
Chemical Products Plant). We appreciate you taking the time to learn more about the Blue Line Extension Light Rail 
Project as it relates to your property. We hope that this meeting was helpful and that the information Ms. Renee 
Gledhill‐Earley of the State Historic Preservation Office and Mr. Brian Smart of the Federal Transit Administration Region 
IV office provided about the Federal Regulations for federally funded transportation projects as and historic properties 
was helpful to understanding CATS’ overall approach in locating the Sugar Creek Station and Park and Ride.  
 
As you requested, below please find a link to access the LYNX Blue Line Extension Historic Architectural Survey Report 
discussed during our meeting: 

• CATS Northeast Corridor Light Rail Project. (2008). Phase II Historic Architectural Survey Report. Prepared by 

Mattson, Alexander and Associates.  

I am also including a list of City staff contacts to assist you in developing a contacts of local real estate firms, developer 
and historic rehabilitation/restoration specialists. 
 
Tina M. Votaw, LEED® AP, GGP® 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Specialist 
City of Charlotte | Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS) 
(v) 704.432.3013 | (e) tvotaw@charlottenc.gov 
 
Peter Q. Zeiler 
Transit Station Area Development Coordinator 
City of Charlotte | Neighborhood and Business Services  
(v) 704.432.2989 | (e)  pzeiler@charlottenc.gov 
 
 
Should you have any additional questions about the LYNX Blue Line Extension Light Rail Project, please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly R. Goforth 
Project Development Manager 
LYNX Blue Line Extension Light Rail Project 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
600 East Fourth St. 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
(704) 336‐3513 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Goforth, Kelly
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2011 10:11 AM
To: 'war30@co.henrico.va.us'
Cc: Dellert-OKeef, Judy; 'brian.smart@dot.gov'; LYNX BLE Records; Makoid, Meghan; 'Jennifer 

Schwaller'; Rogers, Danny
Subject: RE: Northeast BLE Final Public Comment Period (WBS 0631B)

Dear Mr. Ward:  
 
Thank you for your input regarding the proposed LYNX Blue Line Extension Northeast Corridor light rail project.  We 
appreciate your comments and want to ensure that all suggestions, objections and concerns are carefully considered 
before final project decisions are made.  We regard to your concerns, we offer the following: 
 

• Tree Protection – The project’s design criteria includes the requirement to preserve mature and healthy existing 
trees where possible.  In addition, the project will comply with the tree protection requirements of the Charlotte 
Tree Ordinance. CATS is also working with UNC Charlotte staff to develop a plan to reforest areas on campus 
that are disturbed by BLE construction. 

• Building materials and landscaping – Design guidelines called the “Urban Design Framework” have been 
developed to guide the aesthetic treatments and landscaping in station areas and for project components such 
as signal houses.   The urban design framework considers the context of the surrounding area in its 
recommendations for design treatments.  

• Pedestrian Station Access ‐ A sidewalk is included on both sides of 36th Street.  The current design of the 36th 
Street station allows access to the station from the northeast side of 36th Street only.  On the other side, to avoid 
impacts to the NewCo Fibre / Grinnell Manufacturing building, a contributing resource to the North Charlotte 
Historic District, it is not feasible to provide access to the station from the southwest side of 36th Street.   

• NoDa and UNC Charlotte Design – Generally, the BLE station design includes light rail canopies, benches, and 
other amenities similar to the stations on the existing LYNX Blue Line. CATS has been working closely with both 
the NoDa neighborhood and UNC Charlotte staff to ensure that those particular stations fit within the context of 
these unique communities, by incorporating integrated art into the station design. CATS Art‐in‐Transit staff has 
presented the potential art projects to the community for public input, and will continue to refine these 
concepts in Final Design.  The BLE will also progress the design for signage and wayfinding as the project moves 
forward.  As part of this , CATS will work with the NoDa community to obtain input on the design .   

 
The FTA is currently developing the Record of Decision (ROD) for the LYNX BLE. The ROD will take into consideration all 
comments received on the Final EIS and will  include responses to agency and public comments that were received. As
such, your comments, as well as this response will be included in the ROD. It is anticipated that the ROD will be issued in
late 2011. If the proposed project  is approved, all mitigation measures  indentified  in the Final EIS will be  incorporated
into  the  ROD.  Subsequent  to  the  ROD,  the  next  steps would  be  property  acquisition  and  final  design,  followed  by
construction. It is currently anticipated that the LYNX BLE would open for revenue service in late 2016 / early 2017.   

 
Again, thank you for your comments on the LYNX BLE and for your  interest  in this project.   If you have any questions, 
please contact me at kgoforth@charlottenc.gov or 704‐336‐3513. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly R. Goforth 
Project Development Manager 
LYNX Blue Line Extension Light Rail Project 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
600 East Fourth St. 
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Charlotte, NC 28202 
(704) 336‐3513 
 
 
 

From: Dellert-OKeef, Judy  
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:05 AM 
To: 'war30@co.henrico.va.us'; Goforth, Kelly; Makoid, Meghan 
Cc: LYNX BLE Records; Thomson, Theo 
Subject: FW: Northeast BLE Final Public Comment Period (WBS 0631B) 
 
Mr. Ward, 
 
Thank you for your comments on the LYNX Blue Line Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). All 
comments will be reviewed and CATS will forward a response to you.   
 
Thank you, 
Judy Dellert‐O’Keef 
Charlotte Area Transit System  
Communications Officer  
LYNX Blue Line Extension, 
Operations Division, and  
Speaker's Bureau 
Phone:  704‐432‐0477  
Fax:  704‐336‐4944  

From: Ward, Matthew [mailto:war30@co.henrico.va.us]  
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 10:26 AM 
To: Blue Line Extension 
Subject: Northeast BLE Final Public Comment Period 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am providing public comment for the Final EIS statement. 
 
See bullet points below: 
 

• Provide tree protection around stations and along the outer BLE corridor edges to preserve significant 
trees. 

• Provide a higher quality building material and landscaping for the stations and signal control houses. 
• A pedestrian bridge and sidewalk must be constructed along the western edge of 36th street to 

connect both sides of 36th street with the station. 
• Station platforms, way‐finding signs, art and building materials, etc  located in NoDa and UNC‐

Charlotte/University area should signify Historic North Charlotte and UNC‐Charlotte.     
 
Thank you, 
 
Matt Ward 
County Planner, Henrico County Planning Department 
Development Review & Design Division 
4301 East Parham Road 
PO Box 90775 
Henrico, Virginia 23273-0775 
804.501.5323 direct line 
804.501.4379 fax 
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Goforth, Kelly

From: Dellert-OKeef, Judy
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 8:38 AM
To: 'mwheeler4@att.net'
Cc: Goforth, Kelly; Makoid, Meghan; LYNX BLE Records
Subject: FW: Blue Line Extension comments ( Final EIS ) - 2011 1026 - WBS 0631B

Mr. Wheeler, 
 
Thank you for your comments on the LYNX Blue Line Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). All 
comments will be reviewed and CATS will forward a response to you.   
 
Thank you, 
Judy Dellert‐O’Keef 
Charlotte Area Transit System  
Communications Officer  
LYNX Blue Line Extension, 
Operations Division, and  
Speaker's Bureau 
Phone:  704‐432‐0477  
Fax:  704‐336‐4944  

From: Martin Wheeler [mailto:mwheeler4@att.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2011 10:49 PM 
To: Blue Line Extension 
Subject: Blue Line Extension comments ( Final EIS ) 
 
Martin Wheeler , Jr. 
980 216-1509 
CATS Light Rail Operator  
mwheeler4@att.net 
3131 Westnedge Drive, Apt. 1315 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
  
" Plans indicate no skewed or angled grade crossings on the Blue Line Extension.  This is very positive, in light 
of the problem with similar type crossings on the South Corridor.  When space is left between crossing gates 
and the railroad track safety and efficiency are degraded.  If there is to be a grade crossing autos should not be 
able to get in between the gates and the track.  " 
  
" I noted a proposed running time of about 22 minutes from 7th Street Uptown to UNCC station.  This seems 
resonable.  It should be emphasized that trains are hard pressed to meet the exact schedule on the South 
Corridor.  Time lost to persons holding the doors at stations, autos in front of crossing gates. trepassers on the 
right of way, crews working on or along the alignment, broken or damaged gates, and numerous other 
circumstances can really add up.  That's why I believe it is extremely important to maximize running speed as 
much as possible between stations.  It should be noted a long stretch of running between Sugar Creek station 
and Old Concord Road station would be ideal to push running speed to the maximum capable with the Siemens 
S-70's ( 65 mph ).  Amtrak trains that run along this section of right of way already run up to 79 mph with an 
upgrade to 90 mph in the future.  While this is the only segment I have noted on the Blue Line extension, a 
section on the existing South Corridor between Woodlawn and Tyvola stations could also easily handle 65 mph 
safely.  Another South Corridor section between Arrowood station and Sharon Road West station could also 
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handle this speed, but four quadrant crossing gates would probably be needed at the Sweden Road and Hebron 
Street grade crossings." 
  
" Do we need an upgrade in the signal and speed control system with the advent of the Blue Line extension?  
The existing system supplied by Union Switch and Signal ( US&S ) on the existing South Corridor is plagued 
with longstanding problems with cab signal loss requiring numerous braking applications to avoid the train 
from being stopped automatically.  There have also been an increasing number of track circuit problems.  With 
a mandate now from the federal government to increase train safety through Postive Train Control, would it not 
be prudent to consider this?  Perhaps we could be a test market to show off the new safer way of doing things.  
Of course, we would have to be sure the system works properly and would not be a repeat of the US&S 
Automatic Train Protection system currently employed.  From an operator's point of view perhaps simple 
Automatic Train Stop ( ATS ) minus speed control would be the most operator friendly.  This would stop trains 
passing red signals.  Speed enforcement could be handled through monitoring of the train's "black box " 
information, and field supervisors using speed detectors at random. " 
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