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• LYNX Blue Line Extension 
Alignment

• Art-In-Transit Program 
– Art Opportunities

• Meet the Artists

• Questions

Overview
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City of Charlotte

LYNX Blue Line Extension
• 11 mile extension of the LYNX 

Blue Line
• 13 stations

– 6 Walk-up stations
– 7 Park & rides (4,500 spaces)

• Runs from Center City Charlotte 
through North Davidson 
(NoDa) and the University area to 
south of I-485 

– Uptown to Old Concord Rd:  Railroad 
right-of-way

– Old Concord Rd to Charlotte Research 
Institute (at UNC Charlotte):  Median 
of N. Tryon St  

– Charlotte Research Institute to I-485:  
New alignment, primarily on the UNC 
Charlotte campus, with two stations 
serving the University 



City of Charlotte

BLE Art Opportunities

Zone 1 Stations:
Parkwood, 25th Street, 36th Street, 
and Sugar Creek

Zone 2 Stations:
Old Concord Road, Tom Hunter, 
University City Blvd, and 
McCullough 

Zone 3 Stations: 
JW Clay Blvd, UNC Charlotte, and 
Mallard Creek Church



Art Opportunities
Community Involvement

Inspiration, Content & Collaboration

Station Platforms

Transition Sites 

Placemakers/Landmarks



LYNX Blue Line Extension Artists
21 Commissioned Artists

Walls:
Carolyn Braaksma, 

Denver, CO

Bridges:
Dan Corson, 
Seattle, WA

TPSS:
Sharon Dowell, 
Charlotte, NC

Elevators:
Susan Brenner, 
Charlotte, NC

Zone 1: Parkwood, 25th

St, 36th St & Sugar Creek
Zone 2: Old Concord Rd, 
Tom Hunter, University City 
Blvd & McCullough

Zone 3: JW Clay Blvd, 
UNC Charlotte & Mallard 
Creek Church

Maria Artemis, Atlanta, GA
Amy Baur & Brian Boldon, 
Minneapolis, MN
Paul Sires & Ruth Lyons, 
Charlotte, NC
Kit Kube, Charlotte, NC
Norie Sato, Seattle, WA

June Bisantz, Willimantic, CT
Darren Goins, Charlotte, NC
Juan Logan & Susan 
Harbage Page, Chapel Hill, 
NC
Tom Stanley & Shaun 
Cassidy, Rock Hill, SC

Jackie Chang, Brooklyn, 
NY
Chandra Cox, Raleigh, NC
Patricia Leighton, New 
York, NY

9th Street Station: 
Anna Murch, San 
Francisco, CA



LYNX Blue Line Extension
Commissioned Artists

Zone 1
January 14, 2010



AMY BAUR & BRIAN BOLDON
Minneapolis, MN















PAUL SIRES & RUTH AVA LYONS
Charlotte, NC















MARIA ARTEMIS
Atlanta, GA















KIT KUBE
Charlotte, NC















NORIE SATO
Seattle, WA















History at Light Speed
• Partnership with UNC Charlotte 

to create a document outlining 
the history of the Northeast 
Corridor to inform design and 
development of stations.

• Graduate students researched 
and documented the cultural 
history surrounding the 11 miles 
that will connect Uptown to the 
north end of I-485 through the 
LYNX Blue Line Extension.  

• First Ward, Optimist Park and 
North Davidson (NoDa)



First Ward
• Center City divided into Four Wards

• Topography

• Integrated in 1879

• Original Belk’s Department Store 

• Little Rock AME Zion Church

• Earle Village

• Hope VI and First Ward Place



Optimist Park

• Phifer estate
• Grid system connecting to First Ward
• Two railroads  
• Alpha Mill (1889), Highland Park #1 (1892), Louise Mill (1897)
• Habitat for Humanity, 1983
• Bloc90 and Opt12



North Davidson (NoDa)
• Highland Park Mill #3 (1903), Mecklenburg Mill (1905), 

Johnston Mill (1916)
• Mill villages and “shotgun houses”
• Closing of the mills
• Lowder House, The Astor Theatre, The Costner House
• 1990 National Register of Historic Places



City of Charlotte

Stay Informed

• bluelineextension@ci.charlotte.nc.us
• www.ridetransit.org

– Notify Me
• 704-336-RIDE (7433)
• www.charmeck.org
• 311- City/County 

customer service
• Future public involvement 

opportunities

mailto:bluelineextension@ci.charlotte.nc.us
http://www.ridetransit.org/
http://www.charmeck.org/
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