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CDOT Visual Opinion Survey Results 

 
Section 7, Residential Street Sidewalk Width- Comments 

 

Wider sidewalks are better than narrower ones in a perfect world. But narrow sidewalks are much better 
idewalks. Sidewalk width is not an issue for me. The cost/benefit seems to favor more narrow sidewalks 
er wider sidewalks given the economic realities. 
In Charlotte, I'd just be glad to get a sidewalk.  My section of Park Rd (Sedgefield) still doesn't have any.  
Add to the fact that the ones that are there have large utility poles in the middle of them, and you get 
sections of concrete that are utterly useless. 
They all seemed Ok to me.  Some of the neighborhoods were a little drab looking, so that determined my 
scoring... Sorry. 
Sidewalk width should depend on the area.  All sidewalks in residental areas should be at least 5 feet wide 
even on cul-de-sacs.  On major roads they should be widened to 6 to 8 feet wide.  Again all sidewalks need 
to be placed at least at back of right-of-way and not just the minimum 4'. 
Sidewalks should be 6' MINIMUM width, preferably 8' wide, to allow for wheelchair users to pass 
comfortably. Trees, shrubs, walls, poles (including mailboxes) should be spaced at least 1' from the edge of 
the sidewalk and should never be allowed to overhang the sidewalk.  Sidewalk grades should conform to 
ADA guidelines (5% max.) even when the adjacent roadway excedes 5%.  Stepped ramps are a no-no, as 
are sidewalks with a cross-slope greater than 1% 
A sidewalk in a residentail area should be wide enough to let two children on a small bike ride by one 
another with out even touching one another.  That amount of space lets two people walk side by side, and 
two people run past one another. 

The wider the better! 
Sidewalk widths on very public streets such as South Blvd.  Park road should be the widest.  Residential 
streets wide is NICE.  But its not worth giving up you front yard for very wide sidewalks.  Sidewalks in 
residential areas expecially older neighborhoods where sidewalks are being added should be more narrow.  
The problem of people passing I suspect will be minimum!  I walk 1-2 miles throughout my neighborhood 
everyday and rarely pass anyone walking on my side of the road!  I would rather walk on sidewalks due to 
the fact that the 25 mpg is not respected.  In newer neighborhoods if the developer places the homes back 
far enough from the streets then the sidewalks should be built at their widest from ease of use.  In older 
neighborhoods the residents DID not buy homes with sidewalks in front of them and its not fair to push 
sidewalks back in some of the small front yards.  In this case a smaller version of the sidewalks should be 
considered.   

Wider seems to be better, but for some parts of Charlotte even a narrow sidewalk is better than none at all.  
The planting strips help make sidwalks more appealing, too, as do the TREES. . . 

A sidewalk is a nice amenity - the width doesn't seem as important to me as compared with how many big 
driveways are allowed (permitted, required, mandated) to cross them 

I like the wider sidewalk. 

Sidewalks are great for walking, but they are not bike nor runner-friendly.  More bike paths instead of 
sidewalks are needed in Charlotte. 
wider is better. 
Streets without sidewalks are dead to neighborliness. 
Older ones need to be MAINTAINED! 
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Sidewalks about the width of three adults standing side by side would be adequate, providing ample room 
for walkers to pass by each other comfortably. 

Sidewalks should be wide enough to accomadate at least two adults. 
didn't see a huge difference in the sidewalk widths.  Even the narrower ones seemed to accomodate two 
people. 

the wider, the better 
Wider is better. 

I liked the wide sidewalks; however, I could see a lot of cracks and buckles/wear in them which could get 
dangerous as people could trip & fall or hit them with their bikes, strollers, wheelchairs, etc.  I liked the 
distance from the roads and the size but did not like the wear & tear. 

WIDER SIDEWALKS ARE EASIER FOR PEOPLE TO PASS EACH OTHER, INCLUDING COUPLES

Build sidewalks wider 

I like the last slide because the sidewalk can comfortably accommodate the mom and stroller, and the bike 
with training wheels.  Likewise, it could accommodate someone walking a big dog and someone with a 
walker.  You should feel "run over" on sidewalks--either by cars (which happens if you have no treed 
planting strip) or by other sidewalk users (which happens if it's too narrow). 
Large sidewalks are nice but one must remember that large sidewalks cut into the residential owners 
property.  A sidewalk is better than no sidewalk but consideration must be given to the owner of the house 
and the residential area before making sidewalks a set width.  Sidewalk width should depend on average 
distance from house to street (i.e. if houses are from street then sidewalks should be larger but if distance 
from house to street is small then sidewalks should be smaller). 

width and quality of planting strip offers more than width of sidewalk 

The wider the better right?  Concrete is expensive, and the cost is on the rise.  In residential areas sidewalks 
should be held at a minimum width.  Uptown and commercial areas warrant 8,10,12' widths. 

Need to be wide enough for ample passage of two way traffic including wheelchairs.  Should be 
unobstructed by poles, guys, and utilities.  Adequate handicapp access to the streets and cross walks. 

I like wide side walks 
It appears the wider the sidewalk, the more accommodating the sidewalk.  This should not be interpreted 
that the sidewalk should be overly wide to accommodate an increasing number of activities.  Rather, it 
seems the sidewalk should be wide enough to accommodate two adult walkers.  To consider bikers would 
be problematic as you have adult bikers and child bikers whom have dramatically different space needs.  I 
believe the width of a sidewalk should be modeled after the needs of two adult walkers. 
 
Great job.  Good luck!! 

Width depends upon use. There is no sense having wide sidewalks if they are not used. 
Most of these sidewalks in the pictures are better than 95% of the little skinny ones in new residential 
subdivisions. 
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Sidewalks don't need to be too wide.  Aproximately 4 feet in ample in most all situations. 

Many subdivisions have sidewalks on only one side and none in the cul-de-sacs.  This should be changed to 
include sidewalks on bothsides, even in cul-de-sacs. 

Wider is better. 

All of these images were of good, wide, smooth sidewalks. I prefer those to cracked, narrow, and uneven 
sidewalks, but any sidewalk at all lends improvement to the image of a street, period. 

I liked the wider sidewalks and wide planting strips along the residential streets.  It offered more room for 
pedestrian activity. 
 
You guys really should have switched up the order of the photos. 

If cyclists are to use sidewalks for something other than just pure recreational for children then they need to 
be wider.  If they are to use the streets then the streets need to be marked as such 
wide sidewalks and planting strips in residential areas should be mandatory to accommodate pedestrians 
safely. 

Should be between 5-8' wide. 

the wider sidewalks seem to be a much better option 

Of course you have to weigh the sidewalk width with the individual capacity of private homes' front yards, 
but a wide sidewalk is much preferred - for dog walking, for strollers, etc. 

You know I'm going to say that I like the wider sidewalks.  Everyone does.  I would have to say though that 
I would have liked to see some sidewalks make use of brick or pavers instead of just concrete. 

wider is better. 

Wider is better of course.  More room for pedestrains to pass each other and stop and talk without 
congesting the area. 

The wider the sidewalk the better 

Sidewalks should be a minimum width of 5 feet to give plenty of room for individuals in both directions. 

Sidewalks are seldom used in Charlotte.  

The current sidewalk width in the city is adequate. 
I loved the wider sidewalks due to there being enough room for 2 adults and if there's a child riding a bike, 
there's enough room for everyone on the sidewalk without someone having to walk in someone's yard or off 
the sidewalk.   
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did not like sidewalks that are too wide. 
 
those widths that accomodated two-way passage of users, even though close, look the best.  The two-way 
passage of users in a residential environment is not a constant occurrence; most of the time two-way 
passage is not a major issue. 
The larger width is better, though some sidewalk is much better than none at all. 

The wider sidewalks allows children to ride on the bike while mom and dad walk along side of them. 

this looked like a lot of the same picture, with different people.  are you trying to confuse me now. 

I think wider sidewalks are better than the really narrow ones, but if they are too wide, they begin to look 
like roads themselves.  

liked wide sidewalk that allowed two way traffic but not wide enough to create eyesore 

Obviously, bigger is better.  However, I would rather have a smaller sidewalk than not having one at all. 
Sidewalks are great, but not at the expense of existing homeowners' yards! They also don't have to be on 
both sides of the street in residential areas;this is too urban for a lot of neighborhoods. 

The larger the sidewalk the better. 

Liked the wider (or the illusion of a wider sidewalk). Liked sidwalk that were shaded by trees. 

Really wide sidewalks are not an advantage in residential areas because the volume and rate is low. 
Needs to be wide enough for two to walk abreast comfortably.  Bikes should not be on the sidewalk. 

Sidewalks should be wide enough so that two strollers can pass each other in opposite directions so that no 
one has to go into the grass.  Why have a sidewalk where people have to still walk all over the grass? 

5' should be the minimum width. 

all of these were to small thanks !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!1 

Not sure how these photos are different from each other.  Just give people somewhere worth walking to, 
and some will walk. 
I liked the third sidewalk the best only because it allowed more room for traffic of all kinds. Whether you're 
bike riding, walking the kids, or just taking a stroll. The third sidewalk allowed room for different kinds of 
traffic without interferring too much into other traffic.  

numbers speak!pretty good! 

Just having sidewalks is great. 
Wide sidewalks are not necessary at places.  A school, or shopping center needs wider ones where a single 
family residential street would be fine with narrow ones.  If sidewalks connects a business building to a S/C 
equals wider.  Width depends on expected pedestrian traffic. 
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To accommodate "parallel traffic," wider sidewalks are better.  However, I think wider sidewalks distract 
from the visual beauty.  A tradeoff. Accommodating two adults walking side by side should be big enough.  
Given the typically low residential pedestrian traffic volume, people can "step aside" to accomodate on-
coming traffic. 

wider sidewalks easier to manuver 

Wider walks mean easier access, pure and simple. 

Sidewalks should be slightly wider for people to pass.  Also, discourage large trees that eventually uproot 
the sidewalk and cause hazards to those walking. 

I liked the wider sidewalks. 

Wide sidewalks are an essntial, and most often forgotten element of new neighborhoods.  Sidewalks need to 
be at least 10 feet wide to accomodate passing pedestrain and bike traffic. 

Wider sidewalks are almost always better on any street. 

Although these sidewalks widths ranged from 3'-5' and despite the posed passing conflicts there was little or 
no difference in my impression of them. 

Same as previous comments.  

Must have them, developers should be required to include them in every development, they should be 
WIDE with nice planting strips.  Gee, fewer homes?  Too bad - better quality of life. 

I'm pleased to see sidewalks at all.  Width is not as important to me. 
 
Bikers should ride on the street (except children). 

Its easier to not have to step on someone's lawn with wider sidewalks.  It makes passing alot easier and will 
allow people with strollers and on bikes to avoid walking and/or riding in the street. 

wide enough to pass one another.   
I liked the sidewalks that were wide enough for the bike and the baby carriage with a few extra feet for safe 
passage.  The wider sidewalks seemed safer and grander. 
 
I disliked ones that seems like you couldn't pass eachother without running into the grass.  All of them were 
better than 3 ft sidewalks or no sidewalks. 

Sidewalks should be 5’ to allow for 2-way traffic.  When affordable, pavers or decorative concrete would 
be nice.  In most cases our sidewalks are next to a non-existent curb that provide little if any protection 
against vehicles and their noise, wind and small debris.  In most cases the surface condition of sidewalks is 
not better than the pavement for cars due to salting and lack of maintenance. 

No particular input here. 

sidewalks should be large enough for people to pass comfortably, where you don't walk off to easily 
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I think it most important that there be enough room for an adult on foot and an adult on bike to pass each 
other if need be. 

Ideally sidewalks should be wide enough for two people on bikes or two people with strollers to pass.  They 
should not be severly cracked or raised by tree root systems. 

The wider sidewalks are clearly better, but you don't pass people all that often. So, I don't view the narrower 
sidewalks as that much of an inconvenience.  

A sidewalk should comfortably fit two people across, but wider than that can look a little out of place on a 
typical residential street.  Extra wide sidewalks are best for park type areas. 

I think that all sidewalks should be wide enough to accomodate two people walking with strollers side by 
side.  This way, even if you are not walking with someone else, you can still have enough room to 
manuever around other people without walking into them. 
Wider sidewalks looked better and accomdated more people more easily.  Sidewalks shaded by trees were 
more inviting. 

nothing under 5 feet should be allowed. 

More and more, bikes are having to ride on the sidewalk due to lack of bike lanes.  Thus, the wider 
sidewalks are more appealing. 
Sidewalks should be wide enough that two adults can pass comfortably in opposite directions.  Narrower 
makes strollers and/or small bikes difficult.  However, too wide results in too much paving and less green 
space. 

The 4' sidewalk width is adequate.  The wider sidewalks are not needed in residential neighborhoods.  The 
sidwalks need to be wide enough to accomodate 2 people walking side by side. 

the wider the sidewalk, the better 

side walks should be wide when possible, at least for two 
people standing side by side. 

wide enough for 2 people side by side is sufficient 

Any sidewalk is nice as there are some areas where there are no sidewalks. This is both a traffic and 
pedestrian hazard. 

5' sidewalks are more effective than 4' sidewalks.  4' sidewalks are better than nothing. 

Wide sidewalks that can accomodate two-way traffic. 

Wide sidewalks good, but still need bike lanes please. 
Bigger is always better :-) 

too wide quickly becomes obnoxious and out of place for a pedestrian traffic-way, it looks like a small road 
and not a sidewalk 

Sidewalks should be wide enough to accomodate two adults. 



 7
All sidewalks shown looked good.  Wider is better as traffic in street increases.  Wider sidewalks for busier 
streets? 

Wider is better. If they are not at least 4' 6" wide then your wasting your money. 5'-0" preferred width. 

Need to be wide enough for at least two people to walk side by side.    

Wide planting strips with wide sidewalks encourage people to use them. 

Wider is better. 

At least make them wide enough for people coming and going 

Wider sidewalks are better, but within reason.  Some house lots are small enough that a wide planting strip 
with a wide sidewalk use too much of the front yard. 

A sidewalk should be the width of two people, either for passing or walking alongside each other. 

Wider is better. 

Two adults should be able to walk side by side on our sidewalks. If the sidewalks are too thin they don't 
provide the most enjoyable benefit of sidewalks- the stroll. 

wider sidewalks, with wider planting strips and more trees, are safer and more attractive / inviting for all. 

Most of the sidewalks pictured looked similar.  Sidewalks are a big asset to a neighborhood, though, and 
they are definitely something I want when I buy a home. 

The further in from the street, and the wider, the better. 

A little wider than the old style is good.  Doesn't have to be too wide though. 

OK, I may be wrong, but I see the runway size sidewalk as an invitation for the city to assess a greater 
impervious space rating to my yard, thus increasing my stormwater fee yet again instead of being fiscally 
responsible.  I like the smaller sidewalks.  They look better, and have less space for runoff. 

The sidewalks that I liked were wide enough to accomodate people and strollers, and people and bikes side 
by side with enough room for them to pass each other. 

Initially I thought wider was better, but I liked the middle selection, ~5 ft wide. 

wider side walks seem to invite foot and bike traffic 

I liked the wider one with all the nice shade. 

The wider the better. 
In every one of these posed pictures, the users were fully capable of maneuvering as needed.  Wider 
sidewalks are not necessarily better, just as wider roads aren't either.  Each one leads to more water runoff 
and less greenery.  As long as sidewalks are in good repair and wide enough for a wheelchair, that's enough. 
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Wider sidewalks are best (i.e. 6 feet).  City standards call for 4 or 5 foot widths but can't wider sidewalk be 
installed where feasible.  Wide sidewalks with wide planting strips and trees are best. 

The narrow sidewalks pose more of a danger to smaller children.  

Sidewalks should definetly be wide enough to accomodate two people side by side comfortably. 
In order to secure the safty of the people using the sidewalks I feel tht the sidewalk sould be large enough to 
fit a couple of people across.  Alos I feel that in order to protect the persons that a large planting strip is 
neede with some sort of barrier (trees etc.) from the traffic.  

Clearly, wider is better. 
The wider sidewalks allow foot traffic to go both ways without causing one to step into someones yard or 
the street. 

Wide sidewalks, wide planting strips to separate pedestrians from street, trees and other plantings to draw 
one's attention.  

residential sidewalk should be more than 4 ft wide, but no more than 6ft. 

I guess the point of this segment was to figure out how wide sidewalks should be.  More important is to 
have sidewalks on both sides of the road, and to keep them properly maintained.  These pictures were not 
exactly high-pedestrian-traffic areas. 

wider is better 
Sidewalks need to be wide enough for 2 adults to walk comfortably side by side, even with packages in 
their arms. Flat sidewalks in good repair with well-defined edges are desirable, a comfortable and safe 
distance from the curb. We must have sidewalks of SOME kind, on both sides of streets, everywhere or we 
will never get people out of their cars. How about creating a pedestrian mall uptown on Tryon, from 2nd to 
7th, which is closed to vehicles except buses, trolleys and taxis. Maybe permitted delivery vehicles. Look at 
Nicollet Mall in Minneapolis, MN. It didn't hurt the Nicollet Ave. merchants ONE SINGLE BIT!!! 

Sidewalks are a must! The wide ones are not only better in that everyone will not be so cramped but also 
look better Just don't take it out on the long distance cyclist and take away the share the road lanes   

Sidewalks should be wide enough for 2 people to pass comfortably. 

how about using different pictures every once in a while. 

I like the larger walk ways. 

Wide sidewalks-people can pass. Good distance from road. 

Sidewalk, need to be wider. 

My very favorite is the sidewalk that lets you pass easily by. 

the sidewalks that had a buffer of trees or large shrubs with a row of cars parked on the side of the street felt 
safer and more sheltered from the harsh elements of vehicular traffic or the heat of the summer sun. 
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I don't really care how wide the sidewalk is as long as there is one. 

Sidewalks should accomodate two adults walking confortably past each other.  That's it.  They are not made 
for skateboards, bicycles, or miniature gas powered motorcycles. 

The width of the walk really depends on the character of the road, same with the planting strip and the 
median. Residential collector roads should have a different criteria than streets 
enough room to pass even if it means you have to talk to another person to say excuse me.  We don't need 
thoroughfares for pedestrians.  The only exception is if the neighborhood doesn't have driveways then a 
very wide sidewalk would serve as area for kids to play, hop scotch, bike etc without being in path of others 
so much. 

There again, wider is better, especially allowing enough room for both directions at the same time.  The 
width to allow one wheelchair citizen and an able bodied citizen traveling together would be ideal. 

I really like the wider widths for the sidewalks with trees/bushes/flowers. 

I like the wide planting strip with large trees the best. 
wide side walks are the best 
Whenever possible, wider sidewalks bordered by well-landscaped greenspace improves the appearance and 
"friendliness" of a neighborhood. 
Wider sidewalks were nice looking, however, may only be needed for more densly populated 
neighborhoods. 

No negatives in this series because any side walk in positive as opposed to nothing. 

Good width is important for use but must be proportionate to the yard and strip 

Obviously,the wider sidewalks create a better immage and serve a wider range of activities and comraderie.

as one can easily see the sidewalks pictured are too narrow. none of the individuals pictured could walk 
comfortably side-by-side. 

The wider, the more likely people are to use them...and they are safer. 

liked wider sidewalks with wider planting strips and mature foliage 

I like a width of the biggest one shown, it seems like the the prefect width 
enough for a stroller and people walking to pass each other and not brush against each other works best 

Again, wider is better. I would gladly give up a few feet of my front yard to provide a "true" sidewalk for 
my community.  

Sidewalks should be wide enough for one pedestrian and one wheeled object such as a stroller or tricycle 
HOWEVER, a narrow sidewalk is better than no sidewalk.  Sidewalks should be kept clear of creeping 
weeds, soil or clay that washes down on them, snow and debris.  Some neighborhoods have sidewalks that 
are nearly unusable due to clay being washed onto them and weeds growing in the cracks. 

As a dog walker, I like a wide sidewalk so I do not feel I have to walk into the street with my large pet to 
allow another pedestrian to pass. She is friendly, but not everyone likes doggie kisses. :o)  
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the trees in the strip cool the side walk and the street, helping everyone.  the widest strips looked the best. 

All of those sidewalks looked fine.  No need to change existing sidewalks, but when planning new ones, a 
bit wider may be better. 

I much prefer the wide sidewalks.  They allow for multiple use.   

I guess the previous comment would hold true for this section. 
While I like the bigger sidewalks where there will be children playing, in areas where their size is not 
relative to the road or the planting strip or even the proximity of the homes, they seem a little off.  Also, the 
quality of the sidewalks impacts the visual opinion.  A "whiter" sidewalk seems more inviting. 
having room to pass someone with a stroller is nice... so one person doesn't have to walk in the grass or in 
the street 

wider is usually better - unless it is too wide. 
Once again bigger is beter in my eyes. 

I liked the widers sidewalks where people can be comfortable walking from either direction & can 
accomodate bicycles. 
The wider is the most pleasing, also the larger planting strip. 

Wide sidewalks for safety and children riding vehicles are critical 

I liked the wider sidewalks so that you do have enough room to walk side by side comfortably 

Sidewalks in a residential area should be wide enough to allow at least 2 people to pass easily. 

The wider the better! 

sidewalks should be wide enough to accomodate people coming and going, bordered by planting strips with 
a well defined curb. 
The side walk width is only an issue if you plan on haveing to side walkes used heavily, (which you 
should).  So, the wider the better.  However, the astheticly pleasing part will be the plant growth, so this is 
the most important factor. 

Sidewalks are good..too bad we could not make all these 
tour de france bike riders around Charlotte/Union county 
use them for bikes as well as they are in the street very 
close to cars? 

Make them wide!!! I don't want to feel like I am in a store trying to manuever my cart through tight aisles!!

What are you going to do with this info. Can some of these ideas be used on the plaza/milton rd/parkway, 
Beatties Ford, Central ave, Sugar Creek/Eastway, NORTH TRYON, areas.  PLEASE!!!  

Sidewalks should be wide enough for 2 people to walk side-by-side or to pass but should be in proportion to 
the space available with planting strips and front yards. I would prefer large planting strips at least as wide 
as the wide sidewalks 

I liked the wider sidewalks, where people could easily pass each other. 
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I would rather have a wide planting strip and a modest side walk that is in good shape, rather than a very 
wide sidewalk. There is such a thing as too much -- when the sidewalk is too wide, it looks like too much 
concrete and not enough grass. 

The wider sidewalks provide more space for people to be able to enjoy their walk or bike ride without 
constantly having to move out of the way for others. 

Unlike what City councilman John Tabor thinks, everyone should have sidewalks, even though they don't 
"generate income".  I don't think they have to be so wide as to accommodate the maximum traffic all of the 
time.  People know how to shift when they are approaching others.  The width would depend on the road 
they are put on.  Neighborhoods don't need to be as wide as more heavily traveled roads.  
the condition and width of the sidewalks either made them inviting or they were cumbersome to maneuver 
through. 
 
The large sidewalk with the lush grass on both sides and well maintained concrete would intice me to walk 
with my husband , get to know my neighbors.  The narrow uncared for sidewalks were hazards just waiting 
to happen 
Wider is better, but of more importance, please continue to retrofit Charlotte's older neighborhoods with 
sidewalks.  Many don't have any! 

Wider the sidewalk the better.  

Good sidewalks are wide enough to easily accommodate two people passing (with strollers), are seperate 
enough from the street to feel safe, and are well maintained (not cracking/falling apart). 

They all looked pretty good.  I walk a lot, and I'm tall, so trees that aren't cut high enough that cross the 
sidewalk are annoying.  Also busted up sidewalks due to tree roots are also annoying. 

They should be wide enough for a bike and pedestrian 

Wide sidewalks and trees.......our neighborhood has sporadic sidewalks and no street trees......as nice as it is, 
it would be even lovelier. Although number one is to bury those utility lines!! 

I like the low hanging, lush trees.  I do not like the sparse spreading out of trees.  Plant lots of them!!! 

I think sidewalks should be as wide as the planting strip between the pavement of the road and the 
pavement of the sidewalk. 
As long as the walks allow two people to pass, I'm fine with them. My opinion, more attention needs to be 
paid to obstructions than width. Low hanging branches, encroaching shrubs, trashcans, etc, and 
broken/sloped concrete are  more of annoyance than width. (And having even ground to step off to for the 
inevitable close pass.) 

The wider the better.  It's nice for kinds on bikes or skates to be able to paqss pedestrians safely.  Curving 
sidewalks are also nice in some circumstances. 

dark bushy ones dangerous for walkers 
riding bicycles on sidewalks is illegal - bad to be showing children breaking the law  
 
only three streets to choose from  
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any sidewalk is better than no side walk, a wide smooth well maintained walkway is best - doesn't have to 
be in a straight line (think Hwy 51 near providence) 

I liked the ones with more color and well kept. 
Like: large sidewalks with large planting strips and trees 
 
Dislike: small sidewalks with small planting strips and no trees 

I like large sidewalks with large planting strips. If you are going to do it, do it right. 
Most-liked: wider sidewalks with trees in either side for shading 
 
Least-liked: narrow sidewalks with no trees, or trees on only one side 

Wider sidewalks mean less green space around them, usually, but I am a big advocate for universally-
designed public spaces, and sidewalks are so important in that area.  Even the wider sidewalk 
neighborhoods looked mature and inviting, and much easier to manuever strollers, bicycles, and 
wheelchairs.  Wider, flatter sidewalks are the way to go, I believe. 
The wider, the better.  Take away some of the width if the road and give it to the sidewalks and planting 
strips. 

Like with planting strips, wider is better. 

wider sidewalks are better. this city is very pedestrian unfriendly. it is the thing i hate most about charlotte. 
the area i live in doesn't have any sidewalks at all. 
Sidewalk widths need to be larger to accommodate walkers coming from both directions.  It is important 
that the design of these sidewalks provide an opportunity for all walkers to feel comfortable in walking in 
their neighborhood. 

Liked the widths where either two people were able to walk comfortably side-by-side, or where two people 
could comfortably pass each other without one having to divert into the grass. 

The wider the better. 

I prefer sidewalks wide enough for 3 pedestrians at a time. 
 
Wider IS better! 

It would be nice if we could always have 6 ft. sidewalks. 
Some of the sidewalks weren't level. Which is dangerous for seniors and children on bikes. The width on 
some were good. If you make it too wide it will take away from the greenery on the curb. Leveling the 
sidewalks and maybe giving it about 2" would be a good idea.  

Nice wide sidewalks - love those! 

Sidewalks wide enough to pass or walk alongside someone is best. Those wide enough for pedestrian with 
stroller and a bicycle rider to pass comfortably is great. 

sidewalk widths are fine 
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Obviously, wider sidewalks are mush better. People use them more when they are wider - and when there 
are no power poles in the middle of them. 

I prefer sidewalks at least 4 ft. wide 
Wide is better. 

Stupid Charlotte ordinance requiring only a 4' width on residential streets.  Also there should be a 12" level 
strip on the property side of the sidewalk. 

Wide sidewalks, trees and no telephone poles are a good thing 

If I did not know any better, I would be led to believe that only Caucasians owned homes, interesting........ 
Wish we had more sidewalks of any width.  Too many residential developments have no place for people to 
walk except in the roadway. 

Wider is better. 

NOT TOO WIDE AND NOT TOO NARROW 
Sidewalk widths are fine in Charlotte.  What we need are more bike lanes in the street.  It is very unsafe to 
have to drive around a bunch of bicyclists in the street. 

you're getting picky. Dilworth sidewalks are vary in width 

All look satisfactory to me. 
Make them wider....an inexperienced cyclist passing a stroller can be dangerous....give them some room 
please. 
One photo showed a sidewalk in disrepair - unlevel - the rest were in pretty good shape and adequate for the 
most part. 

A sidewalk off set from the immediate car lane not only looks better but is safer for those using it. 

Wider sidewalks, but not too wide, are more comfortable. 

NOTHING SPECIAL 
The wider the better! It's always nice to pass another person without one or both of you "going into the 
grass." 

Wide sidewalks are a vital part of a neighborhood. 

Wider sidewalks that allow 2 adults to comfortably walk side by side are preferred.  Enough space to allow 
a child on a bike in addition to an adult with a stroller are nice. Liked the shady sidewalks. 

Once again....wider is better.  

sidewalk size should match the planting strip size. 

Likes: Width, clean concrete, new concrete, offset from roadway. 
 
Dislikes: Narrow width, old/broken concrete, vegetative growth into path of sidewalk, grass overgrown 
onto sidewalk, close proximity to street. 
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i like the wider sidewalk 
I like the wider sidewalks, as well as the ones set farther away from the road and with plants in the planting 
strip. Basically, the more distance and barrier between a potentially darting child or pet and the road, the 
better. 

would like to see wide sidewalks....appealing as well as functional. 
Sidewalks should be wide enough to let opposing walkers pass each other with comfortable space between 
them. 

Wider isn't always better.  Too narrow is bad too. 
I like the sidewalks that are wide enough for at least two pedestrians (or bikers, strollers, etc) to fit easily. 

need at least the width for 2 baby strollers i would say. 

liked the kid on the bike. 

I think the wider sidewalks are much nicer and give people more space to get by and not have to jump out 
into the road or walk in the grass of someone's yard 

 


