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CDOT Visual Opinion Survey Results 

 
Section 6, Residential Planting Strips- Comments 

 
I prefer planting strips wide enough to permit trees. I creates a separation between the vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic. This makes for a safer zone for pedestrians and has more eye appeal.  

Trees make all the difference here.  Plus, once again the wider the planting strip, the better. 

In the first picture the driveways were too steep.  In picture two, I liked the houses close to the sidewalk and 
the trees were of nice size.  In picture number three the mountable curb is unattractive and the planting strip 
is too narrow.  In another picture, the parking pads were in the front yard and very unattractive. 

The large trees are too close to the road, leading to heaved pavement and broken curbing in addition to 
being a crash hazard.  They will also be an impediment to maintaining the buried utilities. 

In a residential area planting strips should include trees, grass, flowers, bushes, light poles, and a mailbox.  
Other things can be included but having only one of those is just ugly and should actually not be allowed. 
I loved the trees. 

Good example for my point.  In your own pictures you show residents partially parked on sidewalk.  Also 
some of the pics show landscaping growing down on sidewalk.  Sidewalks should be clear and for walking!  
Also Strips are fine but NOT SO wide and they must be planted.  An example in Charlotte of an ugly 
sidewalk is Seneca Place it is not consistant.  Some area has planting strip others don't.  It runs like a drunk 
Layed it!  It should have had consistant spacing all the way down Park Road to Wedgewood Drive.  The 
second crossing going toward South Blvd.   

I think trees are needed in planting strips. 

Wider is better, even without trees, but again trees seem to make all the difference. 

Front loaded garages and the inherent driveway ruin the streetscape.  The driveways are too oppressive and 
negate the value of a nice planting strip and sidewalk. 

I like the wide planting strip with the smaller trees. 
Planting strips in neighborhoods are beautiful in neighborhoods and again provide a nice buffer between the 
pedestrians and the cars on the road.  They are even more appealing when trees are planted in the planting 
strips.  Although, the width of a planting strip in a residential streets does not need to be as wide as that of a 
city street, it should be wide enough to accomodate trees when they reach maturity. 

Planting strips should be wide enough, as in many of the pictures, for trees and shrubs and provide a buffer 
from the street. 
Prefer wider, planted planting strips. 
I like trees in the planting strips. 
AGain, I liked the platning strips that were well maintained, were larger, and had attractive plants/trees on 
them. 

i LIKE WIDER PLANTING STRIPS 

planting strips need trees and should be several feet wide. 
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Any planting strip is better than none--but treed planting strips are best, and it's wonderful if they can be 
sized to allow trees that mature to a reasonable size.  Another aside--curving residential streets are 
REALLY nice once you get out of very urban areas, and you don't have to lose connectivity with them. 

Providing planting strips is essential for trees and safety.  However, a planting strip should be wide enough 
for tree roots to grow.  If they are not wide enough the tree roots (once tree grows) will force the ashpalt 
and concrete to start shifting and/or breaking.  This leads to major expenses down the road to repair. 

generous planting, mature trees 
I do not advicate cutting any trees down, but new trees should not be placed in the strip.  Maintenance 
issues and sight limitations. 

Planting strips are the same as the as those in the last section.  Large trees are nice but cause sight 
obstructions as they grow and cause some major structural damage to the road and utilities. 

I like wide planting strips with medium to large trees in them. 
The wider the better.  Planting strips with trees and/or nicely maintained mailboxes are better.  Elevated 
planting strips are visually more appealling (instead of running straight from the street to the grass planting 
strip, introduce a curb or defining brick seperation.  Building up the planting strip to support flower 
plantings, trees, etc. improves the visual  
Wider, with trees is better. 

I like healthy grass and mature trees. 

Prefer longer lived trees in the planting strips. 

The planting strips are lovely when there are trees in them. 
Need trees in planting strip.  Wider planting strips are better than narrow planting strips. 
Put the utility wires underground so that you can plant large maturing trees.  Provide enough width in the 
strip to support these large trees. 

I liked the trees in the wider planting strips. 

Residential planting strips should always include trees. 

Should be wide enough to allow for mature trees and should include said trees. 

In residential areas, it is preferred to have trees in the planting strip, more mature trees obviously look 
better.  The strip should be wide enough to support trees and not just a mailbox area. 
Once again, what's the point of a planting strip if nothing's planted in it but grass?  I liked the strips with 
trees in them, especially the one with the large mature trees.  I also liked the one planting strip in a bit more 
established area that had the sidewalk leading to the street. 

planting strips with plants or trees in them were best.  Don't like a strip that's too wide (more than 8 feet) 

Love the ability to have trees in the planting strip and a good distance between the sidewalk and the street. 

Trees in planting strips are great but should be wide enough to provide growth for the tree. 
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Interesting how you compare mature planting stips to new planting strips.   

I like larger planting strips that end at the road without the extra concrete slope. 
Planting strips with dead plants/grass don't work.  Trees are great. 
Again, the pictures with the trees and greenery in the planting strip were absolutely beautiful.  And the ones 
without trees or greenery in the planting strip scored lower. 
liked medium sized strips that are large enough to accommodate mature trees. 
 
liked those strips with trees much better than those without. 
The larger planting strips that have the mature trees already was the best.  The ones that were too skinny do 
not look nice.  The newer developments seem to have the skinny planting strips.  The developers should not 
be albe to knock all of those trees down if they know they are not going to plant them back.   

Same comments as commerical planting strips. 

I like green (grass, trees, foliage).  It beautifies.   

without a scale it's hard to estimate the widths of the planting strips, and they are somewhat deceiving based 
on tree size, etc. 

I liked those with trees (detecting a pattern here!) Others did not seem to provide any benefit - no buffer 
from street and/or resident homes. 
liked-wide planting strips that accomodate large trees 

None terribly attractive, but the ones with the green grass looked better than the ones with dead grass. 

maintenance is still the key.  I like them ther and think they are better than not having them, but they need 
to be maintained to look good.  Love the trees. 
Trees are great. Planting strips great, as long as you are not taking away from homeowner's yards to creat 
sidewalks.  Also, laying sidewalks over old oak roots will damage the trees and sometimes kill them. Would 
rather have to walk in the road or on the other side of the street than kill a tree! 
Like the planting strips wide or not at all.  Developers will not like having to provide the necessary ROW 
for adequate street, median, planting strip and sidewalk.  Too often the sidewalk get shrunken (4') so it's not 
as user-friendly; the street gets shrunken which makes for uncomfortable streets to navigate and no room is 
allowed for bicycles; and utilities fill the overhead and underground planting strips.  If there are utilities 
under an area, you might as well put a sidewalk over them. 
Wider...... 

Planting strip needs to adequate for tree size. Planting strips without trees are not adequate. 
See my comments about the planting strips on commercial streets. 

Liked wider planting strips with trees. Would like to see more color not just grass 

Wider is better. 

I hate mailboxes in the planting strip.  I like wide strips without a lot of clutter. 
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The different ratings for similarly wide planting strips was influence3d by the age and number of trees. 
more space is needed on all roads  please don't forget beattiesford rd. come and see for your self  thank you  
road need from auten rd. to breaden dr. griersgrove phase   1 and 2 thanks so much 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
I like planting strips, but at the same time-THEY NEED TO BE WELL KEPT JUST LIKE LAWNS!! 
They're part of your lawn area and therefore shouldn't be neglected. They give off the feeling of "You're 
home" when they look their best.  

no wonder more drivers are hitting houses!either make curb higher,or big tree's. 

None of those were all that bad or all that great 

Similar to my feelings about commercial planting strips.  Trees are good.  The wider the planting strips, the 
better.  Small curbs are nice, especially in residential areas. 

wide strips of well kept grass improves overall curb appeal 
I would prefer the planting strip be wide with small trees.  The larger trees are a problem when pulling out. 

I liked wider planting strips with well-maintained grass (and trees, if applicable). 

Trees = good. 
Wider planting strips w/ trees look nice with smaller yards in front of houses. However, in the newer 
neighborhoods, the boring planting strips look the same in all areas. Variety should not be given up to have 
uniformity and neatness.  

Likes: Again more landscaping = better. 
 
Dislikes: Less landscaping. 
Like wider planting strips & sidewalks as compared to the narrower ones.  Like landscapes planting strips - 
at least with trees.  Like planting strips that are considered part of the enviornment (witness the grass green 
and trees planted) instead of just a strip of dying grass that looks like an after thought.  Kids can play in 
planting strips when they are part of the yard.  Hate those rounded curbs.  Agree that we MUST have 
sidewalks.  

Just like commercial streets, they need to be wider for children and pets.  Large trees tend to make them 
look nice as well. 

Trees make big difference. 

Planting strips with trees or shrubs add to a neighborhood.   

i liked strips with larger shade trees more consistently spaced, especially when there is a small hill/stairs 
behind the sidewalk and another row of larger shade trees. 
 
I disliked the dead looking strips with no trees 

Trees are important. 

Trees make the difference, even if they are not mature.  
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i liked the wide planting strips with the trees.  this just makes a neighborhood look so much better. 

Wider seemed better.  Trees seem necessary.  I didn't particularly like the ones with the mail boxes. 
None 
street trees in the planting strips, please. and the wider the better, for kids riding bikes, skating, toddling, 
etc.  

The wider the better with diverse landscaping. 
Liked: 
- Mature/planned substantial trees. 
- Wide enough for mature trees but not too wide. 
Disliked: 
- Mailbox display syndrome. 
- Token gestures. 

Like slightly wider sidewalks where 2 can walk side by side. Also, like trees in planting strips. 

See comments from before. 

prefer long-living large trees in planting strip 

Planting strips with plants and trees in addition to grass are the most appealing. 

Landscaping sure makes a difference! 

The wider... the better! 

Planting strip good if planted, otherwise it does not look very good. 

Some planting strip is better than none.  Did not see images with no planting strip as in commercial images.  
As with overall street image, trees (larger is better) and decorative street lighting help. 
Planting strips should have plants, most importantly trees. Some continuity is visually desired in the tree 
type. 

Small strip better than none.    Planting strip should be wide enough to handle larger trees (or when trees 
grow), but not too wide.    Want a sense of closeness of "neighbors" -- not too close and not too wide. 

Trees should not encroach the pavement. 

Mature trees are better. 

hmmmmm, planting strip.....PUT PLANTS IN THEM 

Planting strips with grass are better than no planting strip, but ideally they would include trees. 

We all know that planting strips are just doggie bathrooms, so it's nice to have a nice wide one. 
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Liked wider strips, big trees, nice grass. 

wider planting strips, more and larger trees are the most attractive. barren neighborhood streets are 
uninviting. 
Planting strips in general are nice, but they are far better when wide, green, and planted with mature trees.  
Brown or weed-filled planting strips are not attractive, and those with no trees or small trees are far less 
attractive than those with large, mature hardwoods. 

they were all pretty bland 

Think planting strips look better than no planting strip. 

Liked the open ones.  Disliked the trees.  Picking up on a trend??? 

The width of the planting strip is a challenge. Wider looks better, unless the front yard is so short that the 
sidewalk is too close to the house. 

The planting strips that I liked were wide, green, and mostly landscaped. 

I prefer the trees or landscaping be in the planting strip. 

Small trees or no trees seem to open up the look of the street 

Liked trees or something to break up the grass.  Some were too narrow to use a lawnmower on. 

The planting strips improve the looks of the neighborhood. 

Some is better than none; wider is better as long as the strip is in proportion to the yard size and the 
sidewalks aren't too close to the houses.  Room for trees is ideal. 

Again, would like to see trees growing in these strips. 

 

The wider the planting strip the better.  Plant more maple trees in strips and medians.  Unlike the bradford 
pear, there is less foliage near base (if pruned correctly) and it holds up to snow and wind better.  Bottom 
line...the further from traffic, the safer pedestrians feel. 

Planting strips should be big enough to plant trees between the sidewalk and the street or why have them. 
Likes:  planting strips wider than sidewalks, with trees, with well-maintained grass, ground-cover or shrubs
Dislikes: narrow planting strips, without trees, with  parched grass; trees too large at mature size for width 
of planting strip 

wide, treed planting strips=good times. 

Planting strips without plantings...I don't get it. 
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Street width has a huge impact - planting strips are nice, but only if the streets are intimate enough to 
reinforce their function. 

I like trees in the planting strip and don't like mailboxes there. Wider planting strip is better. I like sloped 
curbs and gutters. 

I like the planting strips I feel they give the extra sense of protection that we need to become more active 
(walking, jogging, etc) just make sure they plants don't cause blind-spots 

Be sure that plantings adjacent to driveways do no impair sight distance of driver. 

once again, the clear cut neighborhoods make no difference to me.  They look like crap no matter what you 
do to the buffer strip. 
Planting strips must be wide enough to accomodate trees.  Large-maturing trees need at least 2.5 times their 
expected mature trunk diameter in feet of planting space.  A 30"-trunk tree at maturity should be provided a 
75' diameter planting space.  Squeeze that between the sidewalk and street!  Point:  realize that the trees we 
plant in 6' planting strips are structurally and physiologically compromised from the beginning and should 
be treated as "disposable". 
planting strips in residential areas don't seem to be a good idea.  Who must maintain them, the City or the 
residents ?  If the residents do, some will lack in maintenance and appearance, and most people don't know 
who is responsible. 

Wide strips with mature trees, or room for trees to mature. 

Trees, are needed for residential street. 

Enjoyed the generous strip that put the pedistrian on the sidewalk and clear of the road 

Planting strips seemed to work better if the houses were of moderate scale to the street and set relatively 
close to the sidewalk.  The only case where houses set back from the street worked was if there was a bank 
(grade change) immediately in front of the sidewalk or large mature trees. 

Small trees and wide strips are best 

The neighborhoods that were clear cut have a lot of dried out grass, while those with a canopy of trees had 
deep green grass. ????? 

See previous comments 

Best with trees and not too far from road.  Strips looked weird/unnecessary with tiny yards or when so wide 
the sidewalk seemed to be in middle of front yard.  It should appear to be part of street scape not a part of 
person's from yard.  Ban the bermuda grass!   

I liked the wider planting strips with mature trees.  Would have liked to see some shrubs too, but that may 
be the domain of the homeowner. 

I dislike planting strips that are too narrow and have no trees. 
I like planting strips that are wide and have trees. 
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no trees  
I realize it cannot be done everywhere, but the wider planting strips are wonderful when possible, to 
maintain the old tree-lined neighborhood feel. 

Planting trees in the plating strips makes a positive difference in the appearance and ability to seperate the 
pedestrian from the vehicular traffic. 

Be careful / mindful how close to the road you place trees!  Ditto for sidewalks; 30 years from now, you're 
replacing them when roots push up through the ground. 

The wider the better with space enough for mature trees. Good grass also makes a positive difference. 

To create a good image, the planting strips need to be maintained and to have trees planted in them. 

the planting strips shown leave a lot to be desired. they need to be wider,planted with grass that stays green 
all year. 

Narrow planting strips are essentially worthless - widen the sidewalk.  Pedestals in yards look awful. 

Trees! 
I like it Wide enough for grass on either side of a tree if on the planting strip or if just grass it should be the 
size of the sidewalk 

planting strips were almost all a good witdth, many just lacked trees in them. 

Overall, I like wider planting strips. f they are too small they are useless. I would give up some of my front 
yard for a wider sidewalk and a wider planting strip. 

Planting strips are great.  They keep pedestrians away from the street. 

The bare-looking planting strips are new. Give them time. Trees add a lot (shade, protection from cars). 
I wish builders would leave more trees as they are buiding development.  Trees are some of the most 
beautiful ways to improve a neighborhood, so why tear them all down just to plant some more that many 
don't live or takes years to grow 

the wider strips allow more flexibilty in uses and visually look better 
I very much prefer the wider planting strips, and if they have big trees on them, that makes them all the 
better. 

Liked the planting strips.  However, on the ones that were wide with narrow walkways, I would prefer 
wider walkways than strips. 
Newer subdivisions do not take advantage of the planting strip like more established neighborhoods do.  I 
think that many of the pictures however were bland - no real use of color around the trees or even a variety 
of trees to have different shades of green. 

same thing, have trees 

i like tree-lined streets 
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I am pretty simple here - the bigger the strip the better.  I prefer large amounts of room for trees to mature. 

I liked the wider planting strips that had trees but not overly grown trees. 

Tree lined strips, wide enough to buffer the street 

I liked the planting strips with trees evenly spaced out. 

The planting strips that have trees are more attractive and provide more privacy for the homes. 
planting strips should be well maintained and have a curb and not gullet...planting strips with trees are most 
appealing and again add a sense of protection and safety for pedestrians...planting strips should not be too 
wide or too narrow 

Liked well maintained, tree lined strips with more space between sidewalk and street. 

Again, too much grass, not enough diversity.  The large trees were nice, but shrubs and thick ground cover 
are really needed.  Even with a thin planting strip, shrubs would grow nicely. 

Same as previous comments...wider the better, tree's 
hould have to be approved as in the one photo with BIG 
TREE's I thought I'd see concrete cracks etc...but do not 
so maybe it's a tree where roots go down and not up? 

Good width on the planting strips 

I like WIDE planting stips with canopy trees that have room to grow to maturity 
again, not too big, not too small,  
small yards can use larger planting strips 
for large yards it's just a waste of space 

I liked the grass to be green, neat, and the strip wide. 

I like the trees or cultivated areas, or at least healthy looking grass.  
The planting strips with the large trees appear to be a safety hazard to vehicles attempting to pull out onto 
the street. 

Not much difference in these except for the size.  The best planting strips are wide enough to accommodate 
mature trees with a small amount of space surrounding the trunk. 

Well, it's obvious the more mature neighborhoods with their trees look so much better.  A planting strip is 
not attractive if nothing grows well or is maintained. 

once again, the lush look or the well maintained look were welcoming. The others were drab and said a lot 
about the lack of care for the neighborhood 
Planting strips with trees (especially mature trees) give the street its own identity and protect the pedestrian.  
The planting strip shouldn't just be a convenient place for a mailbox and trash pick-up. 

Big trees make a big difference in perception.  Obviously that takes time.  I like to see openings left for the 
possible future addition of trees. 
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Its interesting that even the modest neighborhoods have a sense of style with trees, gives a homier aspect, 
and perhaps even in a poverty area, some semblance of stability and pride 
Whats the point in having a planting strip and not planting anything there?  I like to strips with trees and 
flowers.   

These residential areas need trees. 

There is no point in having a sidewalk with a 2' wide paltnign strip and the low, sloping curbs. You might 
as well have folks walk in the street for all the protection the are provided. I'm not fond of planting a tree 
that will grow to 60' in a 3' wide strip, I"m also not fond of trees with foliage below 6' in any planting strip. 

The wider the better.  Also better with trees. 

takes my property and gives it to the public - I'm opposed 
again, wide with trees good thing to have. 

I liked the ones that were well kept. 
Like: large strips with trees 
 
Dislike: smaller strips with no trees 
Most-liked: wide planting strips with room for trees 
 
Least-liked: narrow planting strips with just maintained grass. 

Hmmm, I felt more drawn to the planting strips of wider area than I did to the narrow ones.  Also, of course, 
greener strips are more becoming than wintered, brown ones.  The strips that held mature trees were also 
nice to look at. 

I like a planting strip to have street trees planted in them. 
I dislike a planting strip with only mailboxes and grass. 

As in the other images, I like the wide planting strips. 

disliked: having trees in planting strips is dangerous, as it blocks the view of drivers  

Larger planting strips provide a better scenery for the neighborhood.   

liked planting strips with trees 

Liked the wider strips 
The wider the better.  Must have trees. 

I like the planting strips without large trees. Provides better visibility for drivers and for residents leaving 
their driveway. Trees need to be set back from the roadway. 

Good: Give me Grass and trees anytime! 
Again - Who maintains 

A fairly wide planting strip with vegetation and trees is what I like best in what I saw. 
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Planting of trees that will grow very large will create problems in the future and we should always consider 
planting trees that when mature they will not create problems for sidewalks and streets, vehicles and the 
public 
The planning strips for the areas indicated were a good idea. They need a little life.  
I do not like planting strips in these pictures.  Most of these areas already had some trees or landscaping in 
place. 

Again, even a small planting strip is better than none, and the wider the better, and those with trees even 
better, and those very wide with very large trees are best. Just make sure the planting strip is adequate for 
the type trees being planted - for future growth many years down the road. 
On residential streets, wider is definitely better! 

planting strip is a great idea on these photos 

I like planting strips that are wide enough to look right with the size of trees that are on them 

Liked wide strips well-maintained with green grass and healthy trees.  Disliked barren planting strips. 

Tree please! and Wider planting strips. 

Prefer wider strips with mature trees. 

Regarding previous comment - I should have written planting strip when mentioning treelawn.  In Ohio we 
called them treelawns.  Planting strips should have lots of trees. 

to break-up a street scape into elements and then think that one element is like a planting strip make or 
breaks the aesthetic is too simplified. 

All were reasonably wide & good planting strips. 

trees are an issue with me....cause they don't get pruned often enough.  The pics don't show what I am 
talking about.  A friend has a "city" tree in her yard....one that began in the "planting strip" but is now 
humongous many, many years later.  After many requests for the tree to be trimmed...it took a limb falling 
on her car, just missing her house for anything to be done about it. If the city is going to plant trees that the 
homeowner can do nothing with....we need to be sure that we take care of the issues with these trees.  Is it 
not cheaper to trim the trees before they get to the point of causing property damage? 

They were all pretty nice - the deeper ones are best. 

Just like the other cases, if you bother with a planting strip which I think add a nice touch alongside roads, it 
should be wide enough to accommodate a maturing tree and swath of grass. 

planting strips need some character - and sidewalks  

PLANTING STRIP ON THE BOTH SIDES ARE BETTER 
Again, the wider the better. The width of the strip and the size of the trees help make the sidewalk feel 
safer. 
planting strips should be maintained with the yard and kept trim. 
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The planting strips without trees were all suffering. Ones with trees tended to do better. Maybe the shade 
helps? 
Like wider versus narrow, greener versus brown, trees versus power lines & street lights, planting strips on 
both sides of street rather than just one.  The design I liked the most had large trees but also some shrubs 
interspersed. 

Wider is better, without sacrificing road width.  
liked trees 

Likes: Wide planting strips with plantings 
 
Dislikes: Narrow planting strips with only grass, narrow planting strips with trees so large the trunk begins 
to break the sidewalk and curb & gutter 

the wider planting strips with trees of course!!!!!!!! 

The ones that were too narrow do not look good. Trees make them look a lot better though. 

Grassy areas need to be wide enough to allow some protection from cars when walking, bikeing, etc. 

Wide planting strips are appealing. 

Having the planting strips around the trees beside the street was nice. 

Again, I like the planting strips with mature trees (dogwoods, oaks, etc).  I liked those pictures with the 
most visual interest - topography, stairs, mailboxes, etc. 

one pic the street lights were way to far into the yard, not close enought to the street. another pic there the 
planting stip was too wide and forced the sidewalk to far into the owner property.  

Again nice to have the strips but liked the natural environment areas more than the cookie cutter look. 

I liked the ones that had some trees and grass growing - some of the new neighborhoods are so open 
without any trees so all you focus on are the cars sitting in the driveways. 

 


