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Adopt-A-Stream
Field Data Sheet

Group Name: Date:

Contact name: Phone:

# of volunteers: Beginning time: Ending time:

Stream: Beginning point: Ending point:

Physical Stream Data (Check all that apply)

Water Appearance: muddy L] grey/black [] green/algae[ ]

foamy [_] scummy [_] other

Stream Bottom: sandy [ ] sitty [] other

Stream Bank: large trees[_] small trees/brush [] weeds/plants ]
rip-rap (rockD exposed soil [] other

Odor: musky/organic [] rotten eggs (sewage)lj
chemical[_] gas/oil [ ] other

Please describe the condition and location of any existing or potential water pollution problems (severe bank erosion, clear/discolored
discharge from any pipes, accumulation of grass clippings/leaves from yards, unstable and/or missing sanitary sewer line supports, etc.)

Stream Cleanup Data

Amount of Trash/Debris collected:

Brief description of the Trash/Debris collected:

estimated # pounds

estimated # bags

Status of Bagged/Collected Trash/Debris: trash/debris has been disposed of []

trash/debris has not been disposed of [ ]
location(s) of trash/debris — please be as specific as possible and leave near a roadway!

*Please return this completed data sheet with your supplies. You can also submit your data online at

http://charlottenc.gov/StormWater/Volunteer/Pages/AdoptAStream.aspx or

via the FREE Water Watchers App. Great for reporting AAS data and water pollution any day of the year.
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Stream Survey Category Descriptions
Use these descriptions to help fill out the field data sheet

Water Appearance

Clear
Muddy
brown
Milky
Grey/Black

Green/Algae

Oily

Foamy

Scummy

The bottom of the stream can be seen without any obstruction from sediment, suspended matter,
floating matter, or odd colors.

Often associated with recent rain events or construction site runoff/discharge.
Whitish discoloration often accompanied by white cottony masses on streambed (sewage fungus) and a
sewage odor.

Color also associated with sewage discharge, often indicating a large discharge that has been occurring
for an extended period.

Water column is green, indicating nutrient enrichment (small to moderate amount of algal growth is
good/normal).

Multi-color sheen on water surface. If surface is disturbed and sheen breaks apart in blocks, this may
be iron bacteria which is natural. If it stays together and is accompanied by fuel odor, waste motor oil or
fuel discharge may be present.

Surface bubbles or formation of bubbles when water is disturbed (small amount of bubbles is normal).
Soapy discharge may be present.

A film of yellow-brown material on water’s surface may be pollen.

Substrate Type

Rocky
Sandy
Silty

Odor
Musky

Rotten Eggs

Gas/Oll

Chemical

Bottom covered with many large rocks and gravel-sized stones.

Bottom covered with coarse to fine sand.

Bottom covered with particles smaller than sand, often giving the bottom a soft feeling composed of
organic materials and sediment.

Natural areas near streams often have a musky smell due to the decay of organic material (leaves, logs,

plants).

Stream smells like rotten eggs, possibly indicating sewage. The odor is created when anaerobic
bacteria break down sewage and give off hydrogen sulfide gas.

Indication that waste motor oil or fuel has been discharged to the stream (look for visible signs of
discharge).

Indicates discharge of industrial waste or other source of chemical pollutants.

CMSWS — November 2016 2



	Field Data Sheet
	Stream Cleanup Data
	Water Appearance


