
No Wake Zones for Lakes in Mecklenburg County 

A No Wake Zone is an area of a lake or river where vessels are required to travel at an idle sped or a 
slow speed to no appreciable wake is created. No Wake Zones are typically defined by floating buoys. 
Only the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and Marine Commissions can approve a No Wake Zone.  

The Lake Norman Marine Commission and the Lake Wylie Marine Commission handle requests for the 
establishment of No Wake Zones on these respective lakes.  

There is no Marine Commission for Mountain Island Lake so the NC Wildlife Resources Commission must 
approve No Wake Zones for this lake. Find more information about No Wake Zones established by the 
Wildlife Resources Commission. The NC Wildlife Resources Commission has appointed Mecklenburg 
County to administer the application process.  

Mecklenburg County’s process for establishing a No Wake Zone, starting with submittal of an 
application, can take between one and two years to complete. The process is summarized as follows:  

1) Interested person submits an application for a No Wake Zone on Mountain Island Lake. 
2) Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) advertises in a local newspaper 

the date, time and location of a public hearing on the No Wake Zone proposal.  
3) The BOCC holds a public hearing and votes to approve or deny the proposal.  
4) If approved, the County will submit the necessary paperwork to the Wildlife Resources 

Commission.  
5) If approved by the Wildlife Resources Commission, the County will install and maintain buoys 

identifying the No Wake Zone.   

For questions about Mecklenburg County’s administration of No Wake Zones, please contact:  

David Caldwell  
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Storm Water Services  
David.Caldwell@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov 
980-314-3218 
 

http://lnmc.org/lkn/
http://www.lakewyliemarinecommission.com/
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Boating/LawsSafety/NavigationWakeZoneInfo.aspx
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Boating/LawsSafety/NavigationWakeZoneInfo.aspx
http://charmeck.org/stormwater/creekslakesponds/Lakes/Documents/No%20Wake%20Zone%20Application%20Form.pdf
mailto:David.Caldwell@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov

