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 Meeting Notes 
Subject:  December 2013 Public Meeting – Proposed Design Presentation and Easement Acquisition Kickoff 

Client:   City of Charlotte Storm Water Services 

Project:   Blenhein Storm Drainage Improvement Project 
(671-11-004) 

Project No:  10433-146782-018 

Meeting Date:   December 4, 2013 Meeting Location:  Bette Rae Thomas Recreation Center 

Notes by:  Patrick Blandford 

Attendees:
 

 Greg Cole –Storm Water Services 
 Amy Bice – Storm Water Services 
 Tom Purvis – Storm Water Services 
 Chad Nussman – Storm Water Services 
 Steve Frey –Real Estate Services 
 Kristie Kennedy – Engineering and Property Management 
 Patrick Blandford – HDR Engineering, Inc. of the Carolinas 
 Ron Geiger – HDR Engineering, Inc. of the Carolinas 
 Amy Parrish – THC, Inc 
 Residents 

 
Topics Discussed: 
 

 Charlotte-Mecklenburg Storm Water Project Manager Greg Cole began the presentation and covered 
the following items. 
 

o Greg introduced key members of the project team. 
o He stated that the purpose of the meeting was to communicate the current design and begin 

the Real Estate Phase.  During the Real Estate Phase the City acquires the easements 
necessary to construct and maintain project improvements.  An easement is a legal 
agreement which gives the City permission to do certain activities on a piece of property.  
Different types of easements allow for different activities.  

o He briefly went over the past efforts to date (which included acquiring 19 parcels and 18 
houses) and the status of the design.  The City recently finished acquiring and demolishing 
18 houses, most of which were in flood prone areas.  The land these houses sat on is critical 
space needed for many of the stormwater improvements that will be built.   

o The design is 70% complete.  At this point the City starts working with residents to acquire 
the necessary easements needed to do the work.  The City also starts working with the 
different permitting agencies to acquire any permits needed for the project.  The final design 
could change some (usually in small ways) due to permitting comments and real estate 
negotiations.   

o He mentioned that real estate phase could take up to 12 months, permitting typically takes 
about 9 months, and that both are overlapped with the design phase.  After final plans are 
ready, the project starts the bid phase.  Bid Phase typically takes 5-6 months.  Construction 
can then begin once a contractor has been selected.  Construction can take up to 2 years.   

o Greg explained that some of the improvements along Welling Avenue which were originally 
proposed as part of the Thomasboro-Hoskins Neighborhood Improvement Project will be built 
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along with the Blenhein SDIP.  The City did not want to disturb residents along this section of 
Welling Ave. twice. 

o He turned over the presentation to Patrick Blandford to provide a brief explanation of project 
improvements including those specific to each resident present.   You can find links to the 
exhibits on the project website. 

o Patrick communicated the project limits and past problems in the area with respect to 
flooding.  He communicated the frequency of flooding and overall improvements and why 
they are needed.  

o He reviewed specific project improvements focusing on the Blenhein Road and South 
Hoskins Road replacements that affected the residents present at the meeting.  He explained 
that the homeowners should see no increase in water levels for similar storms and may even 
see reductions. 

o He explained that culverts at South Hoskins and Blenhein Road were being replaced with 
larger culverts.  Some utilities need to be relocated to make room for the larger culverts.  
Thus the work areas will extend further up streets than one might expect.   

o Patrick returned the presentation to Greg.  Greg introduced Steve Frey, the City’s Real Estate 
Project Manager, to the audience.  Steve, in turn introduced real estate agent Amy Parish 
with THC, Inc to the residents.  THC is the real estate company hired by the City to help 
acquire the easements.  Steve asked that residents communicate through the agents as the 
agents will be working directly with the residents. 

o Steve reiterated one purpose of the meeting is to start the real estate phase which acquires 
the easements needed for the City to do this work and that the City would be looking for 
donations of easements.  The additional cost incurred by the City to acquire easements 
reduces the number of stormwater related problems the City can fix. 

o Greg concluded the meeting with notice that this would be the last public meeting before 
construction and that he would take any questions that had not already been asked.  

 
 The Project Team sat down with the residents and a set of the design plans to review specifics of the 

improvements on the residents’ properties.     
 
 For more information about this project and copy of the exhibits presented in the meeting please visit 

our website http://stormwater.charmeck.org and click on Storm Water Projects, Active 
Projects, then Blenhein. 

 
 If you have any questions about this project, please contact the Project Manager, Greg Cole at  

704-336-4824 or email gcole@charlottenc.gov. 
 


