


Planning Team

Uptown Urban Trails 

Connectivity Study



• 2015 Created Stand Alone Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Practice

• Planners, Engineers and Landscape 
Architects

• Bike/Ped is ALL we do

• North Carolina Firsts

• Two-way separated cycle track, 
Kinston

• One-way pair raised cycle tracks, 
Chapel Hill 

• Longest greenway, Neuse River Trail, 
Wake & Johnston Counties

• Long Span Pedestrian Suspension 
Bridges, Raleigh

• NCDOT approved top-down 
boardwalk, Various

Stewart Bicycle & Pedestrian Practice



Irwin/Stewart 
Creek 

Greenways

Rail Trail

Uptown
Little Sugar 

Creek 
Greenway

Project Background

The future Mooresville to Charlotte 
Trail to the east of Uptown 

As part of an overall strategy to connect urban trails and greenways (existing and proposed, adjacent to 
and through Uptown Charlotte), the City has hired Stewart Inc. to provide analysis, concepts and 
recommendations to connect the following facilities through Uptown via more connected, comfortable and 
safer bicycle and pedestrian facilities:

Irwin and Stewart Creek 
Greenways to the west 
of Uptown

Little Sugar Creek Greenway 
(which serves as a portion of 
the Cross Charlotte Trail and 
the Carolina Thread Trail) to 
the south/southeast of Uptown

The Charlotte Rail Trail to the 
south of Uptown (currently 
includes a critical gap between 
South End and Uptown separated 
by the John Belk Freeway). 



Uptown Charlotte
Potential Connection Opportunities as Identified in the CDOT RFQ
(Not a Comprehensive Map of All Potential Connections Being Evaluated)



Building on Planning Investment

Charlotte 2020 Vision Plan



Project Goals / Objectives

• Provide safe, comfortable, non-motorized multi-modal facilities for 
users of all ages and abilities. (8 80 Cities Philosophy) 

• Provide connectivity options via a seamless network of trails 
through an off-street or combination of an on/off-street system.

• Connect Uptown (and it’s many amenities/destinations) to 
surrounding areas/neighborhoods 
• Improve access through I-277 (physical/psychological barrier)
• Provide commuters with safe/reliable cycling routes

• Improve cyclists’ circulation experience within Uptown
• Provide improved experience for visitors/tourists/B-Cycle users

• Identify interim and long-term solutions.



• Project Kickoff/Scoping Meeting – 3/30
• Signed Contract / NTP – April
• Data Collection / Fieldwork – 4/1 to Present
• Belk Bike Tour – 5/26
• Uptown Bike Tour – 6/9
• Stakeholder Meetings - 6/14 to 6/16
• Public Open House – 9/20
• Public Meeting #2 – November
• Submit Draft Study - December

Project Schedule



Four Types of Transportation Cyclists

Strong & Fearless (<1%)

Enthusiastic & Confident (7%)

Interested, but Concerned (60%) No Way, No How (33%)



Complete Networks are Diverse

Most 
Protected

Least
Protected

Grade Separated Greenway At-Grade Multi-Use Path Protected Bike Lane (Parked Cars) Protected Bike Lane (Curb)

Separated Bike Lane Buffered Bike Lane Bike Lane With Traffic



Highway Space vs. Public Space

Highway
• Regulated
• Impersonal 
• Linear
• Single Purpose
• Consistent
• Predictable
• Systematic
• State controlled
• Signs and markings

Public Space
• Culturally Defined
• Personal Spatial
• Multi-purpose
• Constantly changing
• Unpredictable
• Context Driven
• Cultural / social rules
• Eye contact



Design Criteria Balance

Safety

Biking

Walking

Maintenance

Capacity

Parking

Identity

Transit

Cost

HIGHLOW

(Automobiles)



• Your organization and biking & walking

• Cities doing it right

• Separation

• Speed

• Success

Let’s Talk About It



Cities Investing in Downtown Biking & Walking



Speed



Success



• Bicycle Facility Type Preferences/Comfort Level
• Identify and Rank the Top 3 types of facilities you would 

most like to see implemented
• Use Blue Dot for 1st Choice
• Use Yellow Dot for 2nd Choice
• Use Green Dot for 3rd Choice
• Use Red Dot to Identify the facility type you least prefer to 

see implemented

• Origin / Destination Mapping 
• Where are you coming from?                                       

(Use Green Dots to mark origin points on map)

• Where are you entering/exiting Uptown?                              
(Use Orange Dots to mark ingress/egress points on map)

• Where are you going?                                                 
(Use Yellow Dots to mark destination points on map)

Interactive Exercises
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