11-09-12
Draft Questions for Mayor Foxx – “The Point” with Jeff Merrifield and Dave Dalton


Overall thoughts on Mayoral role:

We want to make Charlotte an energy capital – doing that means bringing capital to Charlotte. That means not just financial capital but human capital – investing in the region’s talent and connecting it to energy partners. It’s about making sustainability a core piece of Charlotte’s business model that turns environmental policy into economic development policy.

1. Why Charlotte? What makes our city and region well-suited to be the New Energy Capital, and why now?
2. Talk a bit about the impact turning Charlotte into an energy hub will have on job creation and our regional economy.  Why is it important for Charlotte to diversify its economy and be a leader in other fields in addition to banking?
3. Nationally, there seems to be a growing interest in the energy sector – both from an energy independence perspective and an environmental sustainability perspective. What do you think is driving that uptick in interest in the sector?
4. Let’s take a moment to talk about each of your companies – Jeff, you’re with Shaw in Charlotte, and Dave, you’re with GMI in Mooresville. What is your vision for your companies in expanding the energy sector and exploring new ways to promote efficiency and sustainability?
5. You’re with companies in different cities.  Talk a bit about the regional nature of efforts to turn Charlotte into an energy hub.
6. What do you see as the energy industry’s greatest needs at this moment in time, and how is the Charlotte region responding to those needs?
7. Do you have access to the kind of quality workforce you need to grow your businesses? What types of skills and talent do you look for?
8. EPIC – the Energy Production and Infrastructure Center at UNC Charlotte – is an ambitious new facility focused on energy technology research and energy sector workforce training. You’re both involved.  How have you worked with UNC Charlotte and the educational community to tap into the talent we have here?
9. How has EPIC redefined how academia and industry can work together?
10. Tell me a bit about E4 Carolinas – how would you sum up the work that you and other industry leaders are doing with this group?
11. What do you think it is about Charlotte that makes collaborative efforts like EPIC and E4 work so well here? Is there something unique about the culture of the Carolinas that brings innovators together? How can we broadcast that message?

Suggested questions from Scott Carlberg:

1. Many of our viewers have heard of an industry ‘cluster’, but provide us with a brief definition so we are all on the same page.
2. Why does an energy cluster matter to us?
3. E4 Carolinas worked with a study by McKinsey that looked at the strengths of the Charlotte region when it comes to energy – what were the most compelling findings?
4. What are the subject areas that E4 Carolinas will target?
5. Dave, your company shows what can be done to transition to the energy industry. Share that with us.
6. The energy cluster began as a 16 county, Charlotte-area effort. E4 Carolinas is a two-state effort. Why the broader focus?
7. Industry is built on a good workforce. What do our viewers need to know if they want to get into this industry?
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