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GOAL  Public Benefit/Public Support 

   Does the alignment generate the most community  
   support? The alignment that can or will generate  
   the most support will be prioritized over those that  
   are neutral or unpopular. Support can translate into  
   momentum that can help a community leverage  
   funding from diverse sources. 

   Preferred at Public Meeting

   Preferred via Wikimaps

GOAL  Equity

   Where are the most people that need access  
   based on income, age, access, and car ownership?

 

GOAL  Economic Development 

   Does the alignment provide for new, trail-oriented    
   development? Is it situated near locations where    
   development/redevelopment can occur? 

   Real estate value (incremental increase in existing    
   development)

   Potential Redevelopment

   Future Value

   Links to existing jobs, employer access to labor

ALIGNMENT  

ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS   

The alternative alignment analysis was based on many different sources of information: public 

input from online survey, public meetings and feedback, stakeholder interviews’ analytical 

data and measurements, staff feedback, consultant feedback, Project Team work sessions, and 

field	analysis.	All	of	the	information	worked	together	to	rank	the	alignments	against	the	goals,	

objectives and criteria that served as indicators for the best comprehensive trail location. 

Each of the alternative alignments were evaluated within the limits of the four corridor 

segments and ranked against the other two alignments. The criteria matrix exercise showed the 

highest ranking alignment in each of the four study segments. The ranking was done using a 1 to 

3 system- 1 being the lowest rank and 3 representing the highest rank or meeting the  

project goals.

$$
$$

•	 Serves existing neighborhoods and existing 
population numbers 

•	 Serves the greatest number of low income 
households 

•	 Serves the greatest number of households 
without access to vehicles

•	 Proximity to bus stops

OBJECTIVE

CRITERIA

OBJECTIVE

CRITERIA

OBJECTIVE

CRITERIA
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GOAL  Placemaking/Design Opportunities

   Will the alignment of the Trail increase the place  
   as a destination and promote community  
   gathering? 
 

   Does the alignment connect to destinations   
   with high draw? Alignments that connect to   
   destinations will be utilized by a greater number  
   and more diverse group of users. 

   Number of destinations (parks, schools, retail,  
   Wikimap) within quarter mile of the Trail

   Number/quality of placemaking/private  
   destinations (red stars on map)

   Number of park destinations on the Trail (green  
   stars on map)

GOAL  Transportation

   Does the alignment provide the most direct and  
   accessible route for ped/bikes? 

   Total Segment Length (miles)

   Does the alignment incorporate opportunities to  
   create connections to larger ped/bike trail  
   networks? (Those that connect to existing or  
   planned ped/bike routes are given a higher score).

   Number of planned ped/bike routes

   Sidewalk segments within 500ft of alignment

   Number of planned Blue Line Stations

   Does the alignment minimize conflicts with other  
   modes of transportation? (intersections and  
   crossings) Number of Intersections and Crossings  
   (streets) Number of Intersections and Crossings  
   (streams) Number of Intersections and  
   Crossings (rail)

GOAL  Feasibility 

   Is a fully separated facility cost feasible when  
   considering the criteria below?

   Estimated construction cost per mile for the type of  
   separated trail desired 

   Cost Estimate (in millions)

   Stream Crossings (in millions)

   Bridges (in millions)

   Major Road Crossings (in millions)

   Is the trail alignment location currently ready/ 
   feasible for implementation of trail? Permittable?

   Number of Major Crossings (Railroad, +4-lane   
   Roads) Percent mileage on public land

   Does the Trail location impact surrounding    
   environmental features and habitat?

GOAL  User Experience (Related to Facility Type)

   Does alignment accommodate full separation from  
   motor vehicle traffic?

   Total Greenway Miles (Independent ROW)

   On-street Miles (Cycle Track or Quiet Road) 
   (within Road ROW)

   Does the corridor offer opportunities to provide a  
   continuous and coherent route? (Does it switch  
   facility types over a short distance)?

   Cohesive

OBJECTIVE

CRITERIA

OBJECTIVE

CRITERIA

OBJECTIVE

OBJECTIVE

CRITERIA
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Alignment A and C tied for the highest ranking in 

this segment. There was strong public support for A. 

However, B is likely to be built independently as part of 

other city projects.

21 Alignment A received the highest ranking 

with the best proximity to redevelopment 

opportunities. B ranked second due to low 

score for user experience. Alignment C for this 

segment appears to be more of a long-term 

phase due to feasibility. 

7TH STREET TO MATHESON MATHESON TO SUGAR CREEK ROAD

ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS RESULTS

GOAL A B C
Public Benefit/Public Support 3 2 2
Economic Development 1 1 3
Equity 2 1 3
Transportation 2 3 3
Placemaking/Design Opportunities 3 2 2
User Experience 3 1 2
Feasibility 2 3 1

TOTAL SCORE 16 13 16

GOAL A B C
Public Benefit/Public Support 3 1 2
Economic Development 2 3 2
Equity 3 3 2
Transportation 3 2 3
Placemaking/Design Opportunities 3 2 2
User Experience 3 1 3
Feasibility 2 3 1

TOTAL SCORE 19 15 15
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3 4 Alignments A and B tied for this segment. Tryon 

crossing presents a challenge in A. Segment B would 

necessitate a costly railroad crossing.
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Alignment A had the highest 

ranking with a high equity score. 

Alignments B and C tied. B has the 

ability to achieve the preferred cross 

section and C has the advantage of 

serving The Plaza neighborhood.

SUGAR CREEK ROAD TO OLD CONCORD ROAD
GOAL A B C
Public Benefit/Public Support 3 2 1
Economic Development 1 3 2
Equity 3 2 3
Transportation 3 2 1
Placemaking/Design Opportunities 1 2 3
User Experience 1 2 3
Feasibility 3 2 1

TOTAL SCORE 15 15 14

GOAL A B C
Public Benefit/Public Support 3 2 1
Economic Development 3 3 3
Equity 2 1 3
Transportation 3 2 1
Placemaking/Design Opportunities 3 2 2
User Experience 3 2 1
Feasibility 1 2 3

TOTAL SCORE 18 14 14
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RECOMMENDED ALIGNMENT

RECOMMENDED MAIN ALIGNMENT
The recommended alignment for the middle section follows the 

existing LSCG through Cordelia Park and continues along LSC until 

crossing over Matheson Avenue Bridge where it again follows 

LSC on the north side of the BLE. The alignment travels through 

established residential communities as well as large potential 

redevelopment areas along E Sugar Creek Road, connecting these 

existing and future destinations to the Trail. MLK Middle School 

and Eastway Park become key destinations and potential trailheads 

along the alignment. The south loop and main trail meet at Old 

Concord Road and the alignment follows Toby Creek and connects 

to the planned Toby Creek Greenway and eventually to UNC-

Charlotte.

RECOMMENDED SECONDARY CONNECTIONS
Connections to Uptown Charlotte and NoDa were both high 

priorities	to	the	community	with	significant	economic	benefits	

to Charlotte. The recommended alignment recognizes these 

connections by creating the ‘Uptown Loop’ and the ‘NoDa Loop’ 

trail. Alignment C, or the ‘South Loop’, which follows the AC&W 

Spur Line also scored favorably for meeting the project goals of 

user experience and connectivity. However, land acquisition and 

the abandonment of the AC&W Spur Line make the south loop a 

long-term option that can be pursued over time. 
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NoDa Loop

South Loop

SEGMENT 1 SEGMENT 2 SEGMENT 3
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CHAPTER TWO

materials to be applied to a variety of typical trail 

cross sections. 

Section 2.3 Crossings, provides guidance on 

how the Trail should function at motor vehicle 

and rail crossings. General recommendations for 

typical crossings as well as key intersections are 

provided. 

Section 2.4 Placemaking and Trailside Amenities, 

provides a description of design elements, that 

serve as the glue that ties the Trail together, and 

brings coherence to the experience by enhancing 

placemaking along the entire corridor. 

The guidance for the decisions that helped 

determine the proposed alignment and design 

recommendations are the result of the master 

planning process described in Chapter 1, which 

included input from the general community, City 

and County staff, stakeholders and developers. 

The Project Team worked with City and the 

County staff to study existing conditions based on 

available GIS data and plans. The Team reviewed 

past and ongoing planning studies, and analyzed 

a variety of alignments through work sessions 

and field review. While the proposed alignment 

reflects the Team’s recommendation and vision 

for the Trail, unforeseen constraints and future 

opportunities will arise that may require the Trail 

and its amenities to shift to accommodate these 

situations. 

Chapter two describes the overall vision 

developed during the master planning process 

for the Cross Charlotte Trail (XCLT). This plan is 

intended to create excitement and build public 

support by conceptually illustrating how the Trail 

could function, outline opportunities for public 

and private partnerships, and provide guidance to 

City and County staff, developers and consultants 

as opportunities are studied in further detail 

during the implementation phase. Illustrations, 

photos and maps are used throughout this plan to 

visually describe a bike and pedestrian path that 

is true to the overarching project goal: Provide 

an easily accessible, high quality pedestrian 

and bicycle facility that spans the city, thereby 

creating economic value and offering residents 

additional transportation choices. 

This chapter is organized into four main 

categories that provide a vision for the middle 

section of the XCLT study area from existing 

Little Sugar Creek Greenway, which currently 

terminates at CPCC Culinary School, to 

Toby Creek Greenway in the Autumnwood 

neighborhood. 

Section 2.1 Segment Descriptions & Opportunities, 

describes each of the four study area segments, 

provides the preliminary location of the proposed 

facility, and highlights several opportunities for 

placemaking and public/private partnerships. 

Section 2.2 Facilities, describes the Trail zone in 

more detail, recommending preferred widths and 

PLAN



" ANY WAY THAT YOU CAN MAKE ENTERTAINMENT AND EXERCISE 
ACCESSIBLE TO THE RESIDENTS AND GET US OUTSIDE AND ENJOYING 
THE BEAUTY OF OUR CITY IS DEFINITELY GOING TO ENHANCE THE 
LIFESTYLE OF THE RESIDENTS." 
- PUBLIC MEETING PARTICIPANT, JUNE 30, 2015, PUBLIC MEETING
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2.1

The XCLT extends over 26-miles from the Town of Pineville to Cabarrus 

County. The following pages outline the proposed location and vision for 

the middle section of the Trail in an area the City of Charlotte has invested 

through initiatives such as the Applied Innovation Corridor (AIC), Northeast 

Corridor Infrastructure Plan and the Blue Line Extension (BLE). The XCLT will 

continue this commitment by providing alternative transportation choices and 

a recreation amenity that will serve existing residents, and future residential 

and commercial growth within the study area. The Segment Descriptions 

and Opportunities takes a closer look at making key connections to existing 

bicycle and pedestrian facilities, linking destinations and illustrating potential 

opportunities at key nodes for public/private open space, trail-oriented living, 

retail, dining and gathering places.

Conceptual vision 
for an overlook 
platform on 
Matheson Bridge.

SEGMENT  
DESCRIPTION + 
OPPORTUNITIES
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CROSS CHARLOTTE TRAIL ¬ 57 Section 2.1 ¬ Segments

S
E

G
M

E
N

T
 3

S
E

G
M

E
N

T
 4

MAIN TRAIL SECONDARY CONNECTIONS:
Existing Trail: 14,858 LF 

New Trail: 47,525 LF 

Total: 62,383 LF 

Existing Trail: 30,251 LF 

New Trail: TBD 

Total: 30,251 LF 
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SEGMENT 1 KEY MAP

SEGMENT HIGHLIGHTS

VEHICULAR BRIDGE/CULVERT 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Central Avenue  

North Davidson Street 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Gateway at Central Avenue and E 7th Street 

to East Charlotte neighborhoods 

Connection to urban section of LSCG 

Connection to Cordelia Park 

CROSSINGS  
3 at grade crossings 

2 grade separated crossings  

0 creek crossings 

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS  

10th/12th Street 

(Main Trail and for Uptown Loop) 

Jordan Place

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

Prospect Street 

SEGMENT 1 ALIGNMENT
7TH STREET TO MATHESON AVENUE

SEGMENT 1 SECONDARY CONNECTIONS

SEGMENT 1

Segment 1 extends from the existing LSCG [CPCC] to the 

Matheson Avenue Bridge and will close a critical gap between two 

existing segments of LSCG. Portions of this segment will reflect a 

linear park through the Belmont neighborhood, take advantage 

of spectacular skyline views, and follow the natural corridor along 

the existing LSCG and into Cordelia Park. The proposed trail 

alignment follows LSC through Optimist Park neighborhood - an 

area prime for redevelopment – and connects many east and 

west neighborhoods like Belmont, Elizabeth, Plaza Midwood and 

Optimist Park. Key secondary connections along this segment 

include Uptown, schools and walkable business districts. 

Existing Trail: 7,029 LF 

New Trail: 9,871 LF 

On Public Property: 4,921 LF 

In Floodplain 9,052 LF

Existing Trail: 11,375LF 

New Trail: TBD 

On Public Property: 0 LF 
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 ¬ Bicyclist on LSCG, carrying groceries. Charlotte, NC. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

 CENTRAL AVENUE + 7TH STREET 

The existing LSCG terminates at Central Piedmont 

Culinary Arts Building at 7th Street. Continuation is 

planned to bring the Trail beneath the 7th Street bridge 

within the I-277 right-of-way. This area will accommodate 

a constrained shared-use path. 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Beginning from the bridge column, removal and 

modification of the slope protection will be required 

beneath the bridge. Retaining walls (soil nail wall or 

similar) will be required beneath the bridge and at the 

arrival zones on either side of the bridge. Extensive 

coordination with NCDOT will be needed.

 7TH STREET + CENTRAL AVENUE

The NCDOT right-of-way East of 7th Street and north of 

Central Avenue should be used to accommodate the Trail 

and a proposed open space. This space would serve as a 

gateway to Uptown Charlotte and an area for gathering. Its 

existing elevation provides a dramatic view of the skyline.  

It is recommended that Central Avenue Bridge be used to 

cross I-277. Lane reconfigurations would accommodate 

an 8’-wide directionally separated cycle track with a 2’ 

concrete buffer and 2’ of additional width on the existing 

north side sidewalk.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Grading, earthwork and a retaining wall will be required on 

the south side of I-277 to support the Trail and proposed 

open space. Existing traffic counts on Central Avenue 

(AADT 18,500-19,000; 2012) do not support a lane reduction. 

However, reconfiguration of the existing lanes could 

generate enough width to accommodate a bicycle and 

pedestrian path across the bridge without the requiring 

significant structural changes. The existing road cross 

section measures 52' from face-of-curb to face-of-curb 

(14'-12'-12'-14'), with an additional 4' sidewalk on either 

side of the vehicle travel way. By reducing and restriping 

travel lane widths to 10' (10’-10’-10’-10’), approximately 10'-

12' pavement remains within the existing curb limits that 

could accommodate a protected bike lane and expanded 

sidewalk along the north side of the bridge. 

Bridge deck and abutments should remain undisturbed. 

Additional widening of Central Avenue would be required to 

maintain existing intersection alignment at 7th Street. Taper 

lanes would also be required on the north side of Central 

Avenue Bridge to maintain road configuration and lane shift.  

 

A B
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 ¬ Views from Central Avenue Bridge of the skyline. 
Photo: LandDesign

 I-277 TRAIL

A small plaza is proposed at the northeast abutment of the 

Central Avenue Bridge to allow trail access. The preferred 

trail section would continue to the north, parallel to the 

I-277 ROW and adjacent to the residential neighborhood 

between Central Avenue and 10th Street. A secondary 

connection within the roadway of Prospect Street 

and Jackson Avenue (i.e. a quiet street) should also be 

considered, and could provide an alternative route. 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

A retaining wall will be required to accommodate the Trail 

from the bridge deck, as well as behind Roseland Floral 

Company. The retaining wall should have a quality finish and 

extend the character and stone materials of the LSCG urban 

section. 

A controlled access fence exists along the top of slope 

(I-277 ramp below). The Trail should remain outside the 

limits of the controlled access where existing topography 

allows. Property easements will be required in this 

location. However, there are several County-owned parcels 

between Seigle Avenue and East 10th Street that will help 

accommodate the Trail through this area.

 10TH +12TH STREETS 

An at-grade crossing will be made at the existing 

pedestrian refuge island as the Trail continues across 10th 

Street to 12th Street. 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Visibility is poor for vehicles traveling eastbound 10th Street 

due to upper bridge view obstructions (I-277). E 10th St. has 

a steep grade that can limit sight distance and encourage 

excessive speed by motorists. A heavy right-turning 

demand exists from E 10th Street to E 12th Street.

The existing refuge island at the 10th and 12th Street 

intersections should be enhanced with a pole mounted 

HAWK signal, advanced warning signals, signage and 

specialty treatment of pavement surface at crossing. 

12TH STREET TO LSCG 

A shared-use path is recommended along 12th Street for 

approximately 250 linear feet where the Trail will connect to the 

existing LSCG. The XCLT alignment will follow existing LSCG to 

its end at the west side of Parkwood Avenue. The existing 10 feet 

wide trail should be supplemented with markings to indicate 

directional separation. Pavement markings, speciality pavement 

at midblock crossings and wayfinding signage should be utilized 

throughout.

From Parkwood Avenue, the alignment will follow the proposed 

trail through Parkwood Avenue culvert and through Cordelia Park 

on the east side of LSC to North Davidson Street. 

 ¬ The Trail will provide many opportunities to trail oriented businesses. 
Photo: LandDesign

C D
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 ¬ Uptown Loop indicated with purple line on illustrative plan.

 ¬ Cycle Track next to road. Vancouver, BC, Canada. 
Source: http://www.thepeak.fm/james-sutton/2015/12/07/the-next-five-years-could-see-a-dozen-new-bike-

lanes-across-vancouver

 ¬ Bicyclists going through road underpass on LSCG. 
Source: LandDesign

12TH STREET TO UPTOWN

A secondary trail connection would split from the main trail alignment at 

12th Street and should be clearly signed to direct users to center city. This 

connection will utilize the wide existing sidewalk beneath I-277 and follow 

the Trinity Passage, an existing path connecting McDowell Street and 

Garden District Drive, to connect into the First Ward neighborhood  

and center city. 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

11th and 12th Street crossings should be enhanced to include specialty 

paving within the street, stop bars on eastbound 10th Street north of 12th 

Street and a pedestrian countdown signal. A HAWK signal at 10th Street 

would accommodate crossing 12th Street to access the Trinity Passage.

OPTIMIST PARK TO UPTOWN

In Optimist Park, a secondary connection would diverge from the main 

trail alignment at the intersection of North Brevard and Jordan Place. The 

proposed uptown connector will parallel North Brevard Street along a 10’-

wide sidewalk adjacent to the Blue Line. The NECI plan calls for a cycle track 

along North Brevard Street that would extend to the Blue Line at Parkwood 

Station. The Trail continues along Parkwood Avenue where a shared-use 

path is planned adjacent to the roadway. The path will reconnect with North 

Brevard Street until it reaches 12th Street. A cycle track is planned for a short 

distance along 12th Street that will connect to a 10’ sidewalk along the Blue 

Line alignment into uptown, and ultimately, to the Rail Trail.

 UPTOWN LOOP 
The Uptown Loop is a planned trail connection providing access from the 

XCLT to Uptown Charlotte. The loop will be implemented as a separate 

project. Connecting Charlotte's workforce to uptown is of critical 

importance as the city continues to provide active transportation choices 

that make Charlotte a desirable place to live and work. Two segments 

connect uptown to the main trail alignment and thereby create the “loop".

E

 ¬ Irwin Creek Greenway. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce
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 N DAVIDSON + 25TH STREET 

At North Davidson Street, a grade-separated crossing is recommended. 

East of 25th Street, the Trail is recommended to remain on the east side 

of LSC until reaching North Brevard Street. The Trail will pass beneath 

the proposed 25th Street Bridge. Secondary trails that accommodate 

pedestrian and bicycle traffic should connect to 25th Street and the Blue 

Line Station at 25th Street. See the Optimist Park study area description for 

a vision for the Trail with a public/private partnership and coordination. 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

An underpass at Davidson Street would require culvert replacement to 

provide enough vertical clearance. A full or partial road closure can be 

assumed during replacement of the culvert. A flood study will need to be 

performed of LSC in this area to ensure a no-rise and also determine the 

dimension of trail that can be accommodated through the culvert. It is 

assumed the culvert will only allow a constrained shared-use path.

1. Shared-use path close to busy city center outside of road 
ROW. Charlotte, NC. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

2. Atlanta Beltine Trail with adjacent multi-family building and 
secondary connection for direct access to trail. Atlanta, GA. 
Photo: LandDesign. 

4. Shared-use path adjacent to urban development, used by 
many different user types. Charlotte, NC. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

3. Destinations such as a restaurant or brewery adjacent to the 
Trail made accessible to trail users. Dallas, TX. 
Source: https://rootsrated.com

 

 25TH STREET + MATHESON AVENUE

A signalized crossing with speciality paving and signage is recommended 

at Jordan Place. The Trail remains on the north side of Jordan Place within 

the existing right-of-way until it reaches Matheson Avenue Bridge at 

North Davidson Street. The redevelopment of this area should be oriented 

to the Trail and sensitive to bicycle and pedestrian traffic. 

Refer to Appendix for Design Considerations. 

F

G
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Central Avenue Bridge provides one of the most spectacular views of the city and is a popular 

location where photographers capture Charlotte’s skyline. Central Avenue is the primary street 

connector to many of Charlotte’s east side neighborhoods such as Belmont, Plaza-Midwood, 

Morningside and Commonwealth Park, while East 7th Street feeds the Elizabeth and Chantilly 

neighborhoods. Where the two streets intersect, there is an opportunity to create a gateway 

to the city and a gathering place to meet, view and photograph the skyline. A trail located at 

street level creates future connection opportunities to the east side of Charlotte and CPCC.

Completing this East-West connection south of Uptown will also provide bicyclists and 

pedestrians safe crossings of E 7th Street, E 10th Street, E 12th Street, N McDowell Street, and 

Central Avenue. These roads currently form major barriers to active transportation to-and-

from Uptown Charlotte. By closing this gap, pedestrians and bicyclists will be able to cross 

North McDowell Street at the existing signal, leading them to low-volume, low-speed streets 

in First Ward Neighborhood. This is further enhanced by its connection to LSCG and the 

existing path between North McDowell Street and Garden District Drive. This connection will 

provide many residents of Charlotte [who live outside of the urban core] a safe connection to 

Blue Line transit stations, the recently-opened First Ward Park and all of Uptown.

See section A.1 of Appendix: Central Avenue Study Area for existing conditions and analysis.

CENTRAL AVENUE 
STUDY AREA

1

4

3

2

5

5

 ¬ Central Avenue character precedent images  
1. Austin, TX. Source: http://bikeportland.org/2015/12/01/169430-169430  

2. Los Angeles, CA. Photo: Roslyn M Wilkins 

3. Dallas, TX. Source: http://www.katytraildallas.org/site/PageServer 

4. South Bank, Australia. Source: http://www.eatsouthbank.com.au 

5. Gawler Greenway, Austrailia. Source: http://www.infrastructure.sa.gov.au
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Trail access under 7th Street

Trail access / Gateway

Viewing Lawn - sloping

Buffer / Berm / Landscaping 
for houses

Preserve existing trees

Median refuge island

Queuing areas

Hawk signal for 
E 10th Street 
and E 12th Street 
Crossings

THE HIVE OVERLOOK
VIEW OF CITY
THE PLACE TO TAKE A PHOTO

BECOMES AN ART SYMBOL

Perched viewing platform 
towards Uptown skyline

Central Avenue  
Overlook Park

Entrance plaza / queing for 
intersection

 ¬ Central Avenue study area. Illustrative purposes only.
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 ¬ Central Avenue character precedent images  
1. Austin, TX. Source: http://bikeportland.org/2015/12/01/169430-169430  

2. Los Angeles, CA. Photo: Roslyn M Wilkins 

3. Dallas, TX. Source: http://www.katytraildallas.org/site/PageServer 

4. South Bank, Australia. Source: http://www.eatsouthbank.com.au 

5. Gawler Greenway, Austrailia. Source: http://www.infrastructure.sa.gov.au

CENTRAL AVENUE STUDY AREA

ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN
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 ¬ Conceptual illustration of Central Avenue Overlook Park. This park creates a node along the Trail for users to connect to and from Uptown on Central Avenue and is a gateway for the Trail to Uptown for east side neighborhoods. Area A, 
B, C, and D from segment map.

PUBLIC ART

VIEWING 
PLATFORM

SECONDARY 
CONNECTION

TRAIL ACCESS / UNDERPASS 
CONNECTION
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CENTRAL AVENUE 
CONCEPT

 ¬ Conceptual illustration of Central Hive. This area will create an opportunity for public art while taking advantage of the uptown view for trail users to enjoy. Areas F, G, H and I from 
segment map.

THE HIVE OVERLOOK 
PLATFORM

TERRACED 
VIEWING

LAWN

A ribbon of small parks anchor the Trail through this 

area, creating places for public art and community 

gathering spaces that will highlight pedestrian and 

bicycle presence in this part of Charlotte. At the 

corner of 7th Street and Central Avenue, a small park 

with lawn and perched viewing platform will provide 

an area for gathering and meeting friends and family 

before accessing Uptown. 

The Trail creates an edge of activity along an 

underutilized strip of land on the northeast side of 

the I-277 right-of-way in an area with some of the 

city’s most spectacular skyline views. Public art 

could be incorporated into an overlook structure that 

will showcase the city skyline and make an iconic 

statement for Charlotte.

The addition of these two parks would extend 

the linear park and urban section of LSCG into 

the Belmont neighborhood, strengthening the 

pedestrian and bicycle transportation through these 

neighborhoods and adding social value by creating 

common gathering areas. 
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 ¬ Optimist Park character precedent images  
1. Austin, TX. Photo: LandDesign 
2. Indianapolis, IN. Source: http://contextsensitivesolutions.org 
3. Austin, TX. Photo: LandDesign 

4. http://coredetroit.com 
5. Nancy Pierce  
6. http://downtowngreenway.org

5 6

21
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The Optimist Park neighborhood is located between Uptown 

and the North Davidson Arts District (NoDa). NoDa is one of 

Charlotte’s most vibrant and eclectic neighborhoods. Former 

warehouse buildings have been restored to house restaurants, 

retail, residents and commercial areas – giving this part of the 

city an authentic appeal that is waning in Charlotte. People 

want to live in, or near, NoDa. The Blue Line Transit Station at 

25th Street and XCLT will connect NoDa, and Optimist Park. 

Similar to how the LSCG serves as a focal point for gathering 

and transportation at the Metropolitan and Midtown, the 

vision for the XCLT through this section will be similar. As light 

industrial uses transition to more residential and commercial 

uses to achieve the goal of economic development, newly 

planned buildings should be oriented to face the Trail and 

connect, visually and physically to LSC. Architectural styles 

should match the local vernacular, and development should be 

at a pedestrian scale. 

The conceptual plans illustrate the opportunity to create a 

special place that could be activated with a variety of residential 

types, retail and dining experiences, and public and private 

gathering areas near the Trail. 

See section A.2 of Appendix: Optimist Park Study Area for 

existing conditions and analysis.

OPTIMIST PARK 
STUDY AREA
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 ¬ Optimist Park study area. For illustrative purposes only.
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 ¬ The trail alignment through 
Cordelia Park will make better 
use of existing trial and open 
space as well as provide a focal 
point. Programming the park for 
large neighborhood events and 
gatherings, and passive recreation 
opportunities along the Trail will 
establish this greens pace as the 
neighborhood park. 

CORDELIA PARK

 ¬ Conceptual illustration of underpass trail connection at 25th Street.

 ¬ Conceptual illustration.

 ¬ Conceptual illustration.

 ¬ To further establish this area as a 
destination as redevelopment occurs, 
public and public-private spaces should 
be provided along the Trail for meeting 
and gathering. While the main trail will be 
located on east side of LSC, the west side 
should be activated using secondary trails 
and paths, and pedestrian bridges across 
the creek. Small pockets of lawn and 
seating should highlight LSC, providing 
areas of respite and interaction with the 
natural environment. Development in this 
area should be oriented towards the Trail 
and relate to the pedestrian environment. 
Outdoor dining, cafes, bike rentals and 
retail will further enforce this area as a 
premier destination. 

25TH STREET 
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OPTIMIST PARK

 ¬ Conceptual illustration.

 ¬ Conceptual illustration.

 ¬ Careful attention should be 
given to pedestrian and bicycle 
movements in Optimist Park. While 
this area is imagined as a hub of 
activity, a clearly defined bicycle 
travel way for commuters will be 
critical to limit pedestrian and 
bicycle conflicts and keep cyclists 
moving. 

 ¬ Matheson Bridge will provide 
the infrastructure to cross the rail 
switch yard and Blue Line. Vehicular 
lane width reduction will allow the 
Trail facility to be placed within the 
limits of the existing bridge deck. 
A seating and viewing platform on 
the bridge structure will showcase 
Charlotte's rail beginnings and 
industrial character.

MATHESON AVE
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SEGMENT 2 ALIGNMENT

SEGMENT HIGHLIGHTS

SOUTH LOOP  
CROSSINGS 

4 at grade crossings 

0 grade separated crossings  

0 creek crossing

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

North Brevard Street 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Connects to NoDa  

Connects to East Sugar Creek Blue Line 

Station

CROSSINGS 

2 at grade crossings 

1 grade separated crossings  

1 creek crossing 

1 Rail Crossing (Amtrak Spur)

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

Matheson Avenue

VEHICULAR BRIDGE/CULVERT 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Matheson Avenue Bridge 

Matheson Avenue Culvert

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES  

Matheson Overlook 

Needed connection over rail yard and Blue 

Line  

Connects to underutilized land

SEGMENT 2 KEY MAP

SEGMENT 2 SECONDARY CONNECTIONSSEGMENT 2

This segment extends through an area of high redevelopment 

potential as identified in Chapter 1. The south alignment connects 

to NoDa, with its fine-grained urban character to the south. The 

Trail provides connections across the tracks, and the potential to 

expand the urban character of NoDa to the North Tryon corridor. 

The South Loop utilizes the AC&W rail spur line which would 

provide a very unique experience. The segment terminates at the 

East Sugar Creek Blue Line Station.

Existing Trail: 0 LF 

New Trail: 9,319 LF 

On Public Property: 1,179 LF 

In Floodplain: 5,925 LF

Existing Trail: 7,619 LF 

New Trail: TBD 

On Public Property: 0 LF 

MATHESON AVENUE TO EAST SUGAR CREEK ROAD
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THE SOUTH LOOP 

The South Loop is of equal importance to create 

connections to a large population and to provide 

access to the existing destinations of NoDa and 

Eastway Park. While the South Loop is a more direct 

route, it comes with the challenges of proximity to, 

and location within, the NC Railroad right-of-way. A 

considerable number of easements will be required as 

well as a reliance on the abandonment and realignment 

of the AC&W Rail spur line from East Sugar Creek Road 

to Matheson Avenue. While the realignment of the 

AC&W Rail spur line is currently under study, there is 

not a clear timeline on when and how the relocation 

will be funded. 

 MATHESON AVENUE BRIDGE

The alignment crosses over the BLE by way 

of the Matheson Avenue Bridge. From North 

Davidson Street, the Trail will climb the bridge 

embankment to meet Matheson Avenue at the 

bridge abutment. The Trail facility should be a 

shared-use path with directional separation. A 

quarter-clover ramp is proposed to get the Trail 

back to follow LSC. The proposed trail will cross 

Matheson Avenue through the northernmost box 

culvert.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

There is an approximate 20’ elevation change 

in 700’ from Davidson Street to the Matheson 

Avenue Bridge. Retaining walls will be required 

on the uphill and downhill side of the Trail.

 A thickened concrete slab is recommended as 

a trail surface through the culvert.  

 MATHESON AVENUE +  

 CRAIGHEAD ROAD 

North of Matheson Avenue, a pedestrian 

bridge will be required to cross LSC and 

follow the creek along the top of the bank. 

The floodplain is wide through this section of 

LSC to accomodate the Trail. The preferred 

trail section should be located along the top 

of the creek bank until it reaches the Amtrak 

rail spur line where Cullman Avenue extension 

is planned to cross and connect to Matheson 

Avenue. The road and trail crossing at the spur 

line should be a coordinated effort so that the 

Trail crossing will accommodate the preferred 

trail dimensions. 

Mecklenburg County owns several parcels 

between LSC and Cullman Avenue. These 

parcels should be incorporated to maximize the 

Trail dimensions and offer an opportunity for 

parks and stream enhancements. 

The preferred trail section will continue along the 

east side of LSC. An at-grade crossing of 36th 

Street and Craighead Road should incorporate 

a pedestrian refuge island, specialty paving, 

pavement markings and signage. 

 CRAIGHEAD +  

 EAST SUGAR CREEK ROAD

The trail alignment follows LSC until it reaches 

East Sugar Creek Road. The existing culvert will 

not accommodate a trail or grade separated 

crossing. A grade separated crossing of East 

Sugar Creek Road will be achieved via the new 

vehicular bridge over the Blue Line along Raleigh 

Street. 

As redevelopment occurs in this area, the 

trail alignment should be incorporated as an 

organizing element, as well as LSC as illustrated 

in the study area vision plan (page 73). 

A B C

 ¬ South Loop indicated with purple line on illustrative plan.
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 ¬ Character precedent images  
1. Adam L. Coppola Photography 

2. https://dnproulx.wordpress.com 

3. Photo: Nancy Pierce 

4. Atlanta, GA. Photo: LandDesign  

5. http://www.americantrails.org 

6. Houston, TX. Photo: LandDesign 

7. http://www.americantrails.org 

8. Adam L. Coppola Photography

 JORDAN PLACE +  

 EAST SUGAR CREEK ROAD

The South Loop splits from the north alignment 

at Jordan Place and continues along the east side 

of North Brevard Street crossing under Matheson 

Avenue Bridge. The area here is constrained and 

will best accommodate a shared-use path. After 

crossing under Matheson Avenue, a midblock 

crossing of North Brevard will locate the Trail to the 

west with the goal of meeting up with the existing 

AC&W spur line. The South Loop incorporates the 

AC&W spur through NoDa, crossing 36th Street 

and North Davidson Street. The Trail leaves the 

AC&W spur south of East Sugar Creek Road. The 

crossing of the AC&W rail in this area will require 

further coordination as the study of the AC&W line 

progresses. A grade separated crossing of the rail is 

preferred. The Trail will be located on the west side 

of Bearwood Avenue as it is realigned and extended 

beneath the new East Sugar Creek Road Bridge.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

Possible overhead utility conflicts.

1 2

3

6

4

7 8

5

D

 ¬ South Loop indicated with purple line on illustrative plan.
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SUGAR CREEK ROAD TO OLD CONCORD ROAD

SEGMENT HIGHLIGHTS

SOUTH LOOP 

CROSSINGS 

1 at grade crossings 

2 grade separated crossings  

1 rail crossing (Orr Road)

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

Orr Road + Old Concord Road

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

General Commerce Drive 

General Industrial Road

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Connects to Eastway Community Park 

Connects to East Sugar Creek Blue Line 

Station

CROSSINGS 

6 at grade crossings 

1 grade separated crossings  

1 Rail Crossing (BL + North Tryon Street)

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS 

North Tryon Street + Asian Corner 

intersection 

North Tryon Street + Orr Road

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Redevelopment of underutilized land 

Transportation to neighborhood 

Connection to Blue Line Stations

SEGMENT 3 KEY MAP

SEGMENT 3 SECONDARY CONNECTIONSSEGMENT 3

Segment 3 encompasses primarily established single-

family residential communities providing transportation 

access to Hidden Valley, Plaza-Shamrock and Hampshire 

Hills neighborhoods. Access to these neighborhoods is 

critical by providing transportation alternatives where car 

ownership is low. The north alignment through Hidden 

Valley connects to MLK Jr Middle School and provides 

the opportunity for students to walk to school. The South 

Loop provides a bicycle and pedestrian connection to 

Eastway Neighborhood Park. 

Existing Trail: 0 LF 

New Trail: 7,679 LF 

On Public Property: 1,991 LF 

In Floodplain: 3,169 LF 

Existing Trail: 6,600 LF 

New Trail: TBD 

On Public Property: 3,706 LF 

SEGMENT 3 ALIGNMENT
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 EAST SUGAR CREEK ROAD +  

 NORTH TRYON STREET

The Trail in this segment begins crossing beneath East Sugar Creek 

Bridge and should be located on the north side of Raleigh Street. With 

potential for future redevelopment on the Asian Corner property, the trail 

alignment through this area to North Tryon should be a central amenity 

and feature. As part of the redevelopment of this site, a new signalized 

intersection is anticipated at North Tryon Street. A comprehensive and 

complete intersection design should be studied here that prioritizes 

the XCLT and safe bicycle and pedestrian movements. Specialty paving, 

wayfinding, signage and markings should all highlight and bring attention 

to the XCLT. Reference to Small Area Plan for Sugar Creek Station.

 NORTH TRYON STREET +  

 MLK JR MIDDLE SCHOOL

North of Tryon Street, the Trail continues along the south side of 

Wellingford Street and into the Hidden Valley Ecological Garden where 

the Trail continues along LSC. The trail alignment follows LSC through the 

Hidden Valley neighborhood until Martin Luther King Jr Middle School. 

Through this area the preferred trail section should follow the existing 

sanitary sewer easement. Midblock crossings of Wellingford Street, 

Mellow Drive and Kentbrook Drive will be required.

 ¬ Freedom Park trail. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

 ¬ Bicycle Friday in Charlotte. 
Photo: Bethanie Johnson

A

B
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 EAST SUGAR CREEK ROAD +  

 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL ROAD

Following the South Loop from East Sugar Creek Road to Eastway Drive, 

the Trail will follow outside the NC Railroad right-of-way. 

A grade separated crossing on the west side of Eastway Drive is proposed 

within the NC Railroad right-of-way. The Trail continues through Eastway 

Community Park remaining outside of NC Railroad right-of-way until 

connecting to General Industrial Road.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Multiple easements will be required to achieve the alignment behind 

residential homes in Howie Acres neighborhood. 

Coordination and agreements would be required for the Trail within the 

NC Railroad right-of-way.

 ¬ Trail adjacent to a neighborhood. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

C
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 ¬ Outdoor restaurants accessible to Atlanta Beltline. 
Photo: LandDesign

 ¬ Adjacent development bordering cycle track. 
Source: Toole Design Group

 ¬ Ponce City Market, Atlanta Beltline. 
Photo: LandDesign

 ¬ Commercial development adjacent to Atlanta Beltline. 
Photo: LandDesign

The North End continues to see significant investment from the City as part of 

the NECI and Applied Innovation Corridor Plan. North-South connections from 

Tryon to the Blue Line Station will be imperative to strengthen the fabric of 

redevelopment in the East Sugar Creek area. 

The Blue Line Transit Station Area Plan promotes a mixture of transit-supportive 

uses through redevelopment of this area consisting of residential, office, retail, 

and park and opens space. Development and redevelopment is likely to be 

intense, high density. The plan calls for active ground flood non-residential 

uses within the development area that front on and connect to sidewalks. The 

proposed trail should be prioritized with the new street network; providing 

access to surrounding uses and transit.

Crossing East Sugar Creek Road is a challenge here. North Carolina Department 

of Transportation (NCDOT) is constructing a vehicle bridge over the NC Rail and 

Blue Line rail corridor. Part of the project includes the realignment of Raleigh 

Street (north of BLE) and North Davidson Street (south of BLE) so that they 

connect beneath the new bridge. The XCLT should follow Raleigh Street to 

achieve a grade separated crossing of East Sugar Creek Road. 

Sugar Creek Station is located off of Raleigh Street on the north side of the Blue 

Line. The Trail connection at the East Sugar Creek Station (Raleigh Street) will 

provide additional transit choices and connections to the multi-modal network. 

Much of the study area surrounding LSC is within the FEMA 100-year floodplain. 

Where possible, the XCLT should follow the creek. Although the XCLT alignment 

extends south to the Blue Line Station, the dedication of floodplain property should 

continue along LSC and create a linear park to North Tryon Street. Parcels between 

LSC and North Tryon Street should be dedicated for open space frontage along 

North Tryon Street to bring visibility to the Trail and creating a strong pedestrian 

connection from North End to the new development and Blue LIne Station.

See section A.3 of Appendix: Sugar Creek Study Area for existing conditions and analysis.

SUGAR CREEK 
STUDY AREA
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SUGAR CREEK STUDY AREA

ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN
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 ¬ The Trail should be an integral part in the 
redevelopment of this area. Reusing and 
repurposing the industrial elements in this area 
will create a unique character of place. The trail 
alignment should activate these spaces.

SUGAR CREEK AREA
OPEN SPACE

 ¬ Conceptual illustration of trail through manufacturing bins at concrete plant.
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 ¬ The trail alignment through this area should 
encourage trail oriented development. The Trail can 
serve as the conduit to connect public/private open 
spaces and the Sugar Creek Blue Line Station.

SUGAR CREEK AREA 
URBAN FABRIC

 ¬ Conceptual illustration of trail along open space and development across from Sugar Creek Station.
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SEGMENT 4 ALIGNMENT
OLD CONCORD ROAD TO TOBY CREEK GREENWAY

SEGMENT HIGHLIGHTS

CROSSINGS 

1 at grade crossing

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Natural trail experience 

Generally non-constrained 

Connection to Toby Creek Greenway

KEY MAP

SEGMENT 4 SECONDARY CONNECTIONSSEGMENT 4

Much of the segment 4 alignment follows Toby Creek. The 

experience along this section is different than much of 

the middle section as it weaves through dense hardwood 

forest and alluvial floodplain. Every effort should be made to 

highlight and preserve the natural character of the alignment 

for the benefit of the environment and user experience. The 

segment connects to the planned Toby Creek Greenway 

alignment and eventually to UNC-Charlotte.
Existing Trail: 7,829 LF 

New Trail: 20,656 LF 

On Public Property: 6,712 LF 

In Floodplain: 13,446 LF

Existing Trail: 4,657 LF 

New Trail: TBD 

On Public Property: 387 LF 
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This area is characterized by a natural and wooded landscape 

and the preferred trail section should be possible from Orr 

Road to Rocky River Road. 

 MLK J MIDDLE SCHOOL + NORTH TRYON STREET 

From MLK Middle School, the Trail winds through Hidden Valley 

Neighborhood Park to Dawn Court. A midblock crossing will be required 

at Dawn Court. Easement acquisition will be required in the location of the 

Trail from Dawn Court to Orr Road [extension]. 

A shared-use path is recommended on the south side of the Orr Road 

between Austin Drive to North Tryon Street. 

 NORTH TRYON STREET + ORR ROAD 

The Trail crosses Tryon and continues along Orr Road until the intersection 

of the north and South Loops of the XCLT. The alignment along Orr Road is 

constrained and will accommodate a shared-use path section.

 ORR ROAD + AUTUMNWOOD LANE 

The alignment wedges between two commercial uses along Orr Road and 

extends through a wooded area and behind McDaniel Lane where it aligns 

with Toby Creek. The Trail follows Toby Creek on the south side until Rocky 

River Road. Although much of this is floodplain, property easements will 

be required to locate the Trail through this area. As the Trail approaches 

Autumnwood Neighborhood, the topography becomes steeper. While this 

is more challenging, it also provides a natural and dramatic user experience. 

The Autumnwood Lane crossing will require either a culvert replacement to 

accommodate a grade-separated crossing, or a series of retaining walls to 

raise the Trail from stream channel to the elevation of Autumnwood Lane. 

 AUTUMNWOOD LANE + ROCKY RIVER ROAD 

The alignment continues along Toby Creek and behind residential 

properties until reaching Rocky River Road and the existing  

Toby Creek Greenway.

 ¬ Buffalo Bayou Greenway, Houston, TX.  
Image: LandDesign

 ¬ Freedom Park trail. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

 ¬ Student on LSCG. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

A

B
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 ¬ Toby Creek Greenway.  
Photo: Nancy Pierce

 ¬ Photo: Nancy Pierce.

 ¬ Highland Trail, Gastonia.  
Photo: Nancy Pierce.

 ¬ Photo: Nancy Pierce.

 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL ROAD +  

 OLD CONCORD ROAD

The Trail should be located on the north sides of 

General Industrial Road and General Commerce Drive. 

A shared-use path will continue along Orr Road from 

General Commerce Drive to Old Concord Road. 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

General Industrial Road and Commerce Drive are 

wide industrial streets. A travel lane width reduction 

will accommodate a shared-use path through the 

industrial park. Drive lanes should be reduced to two 

11’-lanes, which will allow for a 2’-raised concrete 

buffer and 12’ shared-use path. Specialty paving at 

crosswalks and drive cuts, signage and pavement 

markings should be incorporated along the Trail.

The NC Rail crossing will require striping, pavement 

and signage enhancements. 

 OLD CONCORD ROAD +  

 ORR ROAD NORTH LOOP

A shared-use path along the north side of Orr Road 

is recommended from Old Concord Road to the 

intersection of the north loop of the XCLT.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

A scattered crosswalk with an independent 

pedestrian-only phase could be considered at Old 

Concord Road and Orr Road intersection (from NE side 

to SW side). Further study of this area is required for 

specific signal and marking recommendations.

E

F
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SEGMENT HIGHLIGHTS

CROSSINGS 

2 at grade crossings

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Connection to PNC Music Pavilion

NORTH ALIGNMENT

The XCLT will continue east beneath Mallard Creek Church 

Road along the existing Mallard Creek Greenway. From this 

point, the Trail will primarily follow the south side of the 

creek, crossing under I-485. The Trail will follow the south 

side of Mallard Creek through the culvert underneath Pavilion 

Boulevard, allowing easy access by trail users to the PNC 

Music Pavilion. The developer of the Pavilion Village multi-

family residence has agreed to provide a connection from the 

residence to the Trail. Additionally, the developer will provide 

a maintenance/access easement for County vehicles from 

North Tryon Street through private Pavilion Village Drive. 

From this point, the Trail will follow the creek along county-

owned property to the Cabarrus County line and the ultimate 

northern terminus of the XCLT.

Trail access to destinations such as multi-family residences, 

shopping and entertainment should be considered as part of 

the development process throughout the area. Opportunities 

for trailhead access points, which may require additional land 

acquisition, should be identified. 

Existing Trail: 0 LF 

New Trail: 20,860 LF 

On Public Property: 7,265 LF 

In Floodplain: 19,752 LF

NORTH ALIGNMENT
MALLARD CREEK CHURCH ROAD TO COUNTY LINE
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 EAST MALLARD CREEK CHURCH ROAD + I-485

The Trail proceeds Northeast through this segment from Kirk Farm Fields 

Community Park and the termination of the Mallard Creek Greenway.  

This area is characterized by floodplain forest that border primarily 

single-family residential and multi-family developments. Some of the 

multi-family residentials developments provide student housing for 

UNCC.  Future retain and commercial development may demonstrate a 

desire to connect to the trail through this area.  The region is also home 

to a Stone Quarry and a large area of undeveloped land near Mallard 

Creek.  This segment of trail follows Mallard Creek and proceeds under 

I-485.  

 I-485 + CABARRUS COUNTY LINE

Bounded by I-485 to the West and North Tryon St to the North, the Trail 

continues North towards the Cabarrus County line.  This area of Charlotte 

is home to the PNC Music Pavilion, a large entertainment destination.  

The Charlotte Motor Speedway, another destination for NASCAR events, 

is located just across the county line in Cabarrus.  North Tryon St serves 

the surrounding region with retail and entertainment destinations.  A 

number of new residential single-family and multi-family developments 

have been built in the vicinity in recent years.  As the trail proceeds along 

Mallard Creek through the floodplain, opportunities should be sought to 

connect these destinations to residential development (such as Houston 

Hills and Pavilion Village), enhancing the transportation network for 

those who may work, shop and live in the area.  The trail will continue 

along the creek, primarily along county-owned land, proceeding South 

of the Charlotte Water Mallard Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant 

and terminating at the County Line.  The Mallard Creek Wastewater 

Treatment Plant provides the opportunity for an additional trailhead at 

the terminus of the Cross Charlotte Trail, in addition to opportunities 

for programming and education on water quality and environmental 

stewardship in the Charlotte region.  

 ¬ Freedom Park trail. 
Photo: Nancy Pierce

 ¬ Greenways built in floodplains offer wildlife viewing opportunity and ecological preservation. 
Source: Nancy Pierce
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