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WEEK IN REVIEW:

Mon (Sept 17) Tues (Sept 18) Wed (Sept 19) Thurs (Sept 20) | Friday (Sept 21)

3:00 PM
Environment
Committee,
Room 280

2:30 PM

Steele Creek District
Police Station
Grand Opening

6:30 PM
District 4 Town Hall
Meeting

NLC 20™ Anniversary Leadership Summit
Omni Charlotte Hotel

Chamber of Commerce Fall Planning Retreat
Charleston, South Carolina






CALENDAR DETAILS:

Monday, September 17
3:00 pm Environment Committee, Room 280
AGENDA: Update on feasibility study of a community sustainability plan; Solid
waste multi-family collection tonnage and cost allocation; Roll-out carts and
sidewalk obstructions.

Wednesday, September 19
2:30 pm Steel Creek District Police Station Grand Opening, Westinghouse Blvd. and South

Tryon St.
6:30 pm District 4 Town Hall Meeting, Vance High School, 7600 IBM Drive

Thursday, September 20 — Saturday, September 22
National League of Cities 20" Anniversary Leadership Summit, Omni Charlotte Hotel

Thursday, September 20 — Friday, September 21
Chamber of Commerce Fall Planning Retreat, Charleston South Carolina

September and October calendars are attached (see “2. Calendar.pdf”).

INFORMATION:

Zoning Ordinance Policy Assessment Project Update
Staff Resources: Alan Goodwin, Planning, 704-432-3418, agoodwin@charlottenc.qgov
Sandra Montgomery, Planning, 704-336-5722, smontqomery@charlottenc.qgov

The City Council approved a contract on July 6, 2012 with Clarion Associates to perform an
assessment of the City’s Zoning Ordinance. The assessment will focus on how well the current
Zoning Ordinance implements City policies and plans, and will also assess the ordinance’s
format, clarity and ease of use. This project is not a re-write of the City’s Zoning Ordinance. It
is, however, an important step in a process that may eventually result in significant changes to
the ordinance.

The project is divided into three phases: 1) Ordinance assessment, including interviews, public
meetings, document review, field reconnaissance and a written report; 2) Identification of
zoning ordinance models/typologies, including best practices, case studies, and a written
report; and 3) Consultant’s presentation and final report.

Clarion Associates, will be in Charlotte on September 18 and September 19 working on phase
one of the project. On September 18, Clarion will facilitate two public meetings in Room 267 of
the Government Center. The first public meeting, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., will be geared
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toward frequent users of the Ordinance, typically development-related professions. The
second meeting will run from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and is geared toward occasional users of
the Ordinance, typically neighborhood leaders and citizens. However, anyone may attend
either meeting.

For those unable to attend the meetings, an on-line survey will be available for the public
starting on September 18 at www.charlotteplanning.org and will remain available for 30 days.
Paper copies of the survey will also be available.

While Clarion Associates are in town, they will also be interviewing key City and County staff,
Planning Commission members, and the City Council’s Transportation and Planning Committee
members, to gain a better understanding of their perspectives on the current ordinance.

Updates on the project will be given to the Transportation and Planning Committee on a
regular basis. The project is expected to be complete by June of 2013.

City Response to Permanent Rules for Outdoor Advertising
Staff Resources: Jeb Blackwell, E&PM, 704-336-3603, jblackwell@charlottenc.gov
Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-2009, dfenton@charlottenc.qgov

Attached (see “3. EPM Letter.pdf”) is correspondence to NCDOT commenting upon the
proposed rules for Outdoor Advertising. The proposed changes in the rules are based upon the
legislation passed in the 2011 General Assembly. In its comments, City staff has focused upon
issues it can affect through the rulemaking process. Such issues have been identified by City
staff while reviewing selective vegetation removal permit applications since March 2012.
Accordingly, no attempts are being made to overturn the preemption of local tree ordinances
as this is a legislative issue to be decided by the General Assembly, not NCDOT staff. Staff will
keep Mayor and Council apprised of any developments as appropriate.

ATTACHMENTS:

City Council Follow-Up Report (see “4. FollowUp.pdf”)

Contents include:
--Runnymeade Lane Street Light Outages
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September

9/14/2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
LABOR DAY
HOLIDAY

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION
Time Warner Arena - Charlotte, North Carolina

10

11

12

13

14

15

2:30p 12:00p
Transportation Housing &
and Planning Neighborhood
Committee Development
Room 280 Committee,
Room 280
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
3:00p 2:30p
Environment Grand Opening —
Committee, Steele Creek NLC 20™ ANNIVERSARY LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
Room 280

6:30p

District 4

Town Hall Meeting
Vance High School,
7600 IBM Drive,
Charlotte, NC 28262

Omni Charlotte Hotel

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
FALL PLANNING RETREAT
Charleston, South Carolina

23

24

11:45a
Council-Manager
Relations
Committee,
Room 280

2:30p
Transportation
and Planning
Committee
Room 280

4:00p

Combined
Zoning &
Council Business
Meeting

25

26

12:00p
Housing &
Neighborhood
Development
Committee,
Room 280

5:30p
Metropolitan
Transit
Commission
Meeting,
Room 267

27

12:00p

Budget Retreat
West Area Service
Center, 4150
Wilkinson Blvd.

3:00p
Economic
Development
Committee,
Room CH-14

28

29

30






9/14/2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 3) 6
3:00p 9:00a
Governmental Save the Date -

Affairs Committee Grand Opening of
Meeting, the Mosaic Village
Room 280
12:00p
Economic
Development
Committee,
Room CH-14
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2:30p 12:00p
Transportation Special Council
and Planning Session on
Committee Affordable Housing,
Room 280 Room 267
4:00p
Council Business
Meeting
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
3:00p 12:00p 12:00p
Environment Community Safety Economic
Committee, Committee, Development
Room 280 Rm. 280 Committee,
Room CH-14
5:00p
Zoning Meeting
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
2:30p 12:00p
Housing & Transportation
Neighborhood and Planning
Development Committee
Committee, Room 280
NCLM 2012 ANNUAL CONFERENCE Room 280
Charlotte Convention Center
5:30p
Metropolitan
Transit
Commission
Meeting,
Room 267

CHARLOTTE CHAMBER INTER CITY VISIT

New York City

28

29

30

31







September 14, 2012

NCDOT APA Coordinator
¢/o Ms. Helen Landi

1501 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1501

RE: Proposed Permanent Rules — Outdoor Advertising
To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the City of Charlotte, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed
permanent rules governing the issuance of selective vegetation removal permits for outdoor
advertising and business facilities.

The City of Charlotte has a strong, long standing commitment to preserving the natural
environment to enhance community livability and promoting economic development. The City
Council has adopted a number of policies over the years, with extensive citizen and stakeholder
input and support for achieving these goals. Our efforts on behalf of the natural environment
have resulted in our urban environment being rated as one of the most beautiful and livable cities
in the United States. Charlotte also values its strong economic base, the strongest in North
Carolina, all within that framework of existing environmental policy. Accordingly our
comments hinge on the vital need for communities to retain the ability to protect the natural
environment through the enforcement of our local ordinances and regulations while enhancing
the community’s economic base.

Section 19A NCAC 02E.0609

The City opposes this section as written as it does not require the outdoor advertising structure to
comply with local zoning ordinances and regulations prior to the granting of a permit for
selective vegetation removal. Therefore, the City strongly supports the inclusion of language
that requires the structure to comply with local zoning ordinances and regulations prior to the
granting of a selective vegetation removal permit, and to maintain compliance in order to retain
the permit. The requested language is based upon the federal Highway Beautification Act of
1965 and the resulting 1972 agreement between the State and the Federal Highway
Administration where it was agreed that zoning authority with respect to size, lighting, and
spacing of outdoor advertising signs in areas adjacent to the interstate and federal-aid primary
system would be granted to localities that had established “effective control” over the erection
and maintenance of outdoor advertising structures. Thus, the Act supports local zoning authority

of outdoor advertising structures. Furthermore, NCGS 136-138 authorizing the State to enter
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into the 1972 agreement authorizes NCDOT to “... take action in the name of the State to
comply with the terms of the agreements.” Since our local zoning ordinances and regulations
have met the “effective control” standard, the State has a responsibility to make reasonable
provisions in its rules and regulations to enforce such local zoning ordinances and regulations.

The language we are proposing for inclusion reads as follows:
(b) (10) The outdoor advertising structure must comply with local zoning ordinances and
regulations prior to the permit for selective vegetation removal being granted, and

the applicant must maintain compliance with such ordinances and regulations in
order for the permit not to be revoked.

Section 19A NCAC 02E.0603 (b) (1) and (b) (6)

The City is opposed to the proposed language that removes the requirement in subsection (b) (1)
that trees of more than four inches caliper may be removed even if the tree was in existence prior
to the business facility being established. The City is also opposed to the proposed language in
subsection (b) (6) that allows business facilities to remove vegetation planted in accordance with
local, State or Federal beautification projects, which were oftentimes paid for by taxpayers, and
replace with less substantial vegetation.

If (b) (1) and (b) (6) are not reinstated, then the new language will open up much more acreage to
selective vegetation removal activities than originally envisioned when the enlarged outdoor
advertising vegetation cut zones in 2011-397 were approved by the General Assembly. It is also
our understanding that the business facility cut zones are of much greater length than those
established for outdoor advertising structures by the 2011 General Assembly.

Section 19A NCAC 02E.0603 (b) (10) and Section 19A NCAC 02E.0610 (13)

The City supports the proposed language requiring that conservation easements or State or
federal rules, statutes, or permits must be followed as these are necessary protections for the
environment, especially in urban settings. However, the language should be strengthened to
recognize local ordinances and regulations. Article 11 of NCGS Chapter 136, Outdoor
Advertising Control Act defines “State law” as a “State constitutional provision or statute, or an
ordinance, rule or regulation enacted or adopted by a State agency or political subdivision of a
State pursuant to a State Constitution or statute.” Clearly, ordinances and regulations adopted by
municipalities, which are political subdivisions of the State, should be considered in the granting
and maintaining of selective vegetation removal permits.

Section 19A NCAC 02E.0608 (a)

The City supports the proposed language providing for a 30-day period for municipalities to
review and comment upon selective vegetation removal permit applications prior to the applicant
submitting the application to NCDOT for review. This will enable municipalities to work more
effectively with outdoor advertisers to resolve issues prior to a formal application for selective
vegetation removal being made to NCDOT.





Section 19A NCAC 02E.0610 (14) and Section 19A NCAC 02E.0611 (f) (2)

The City supports the proposed language requiring applicants for selective vegetation removal
permits to adhere to erosion control requirements pursuant to the Sedimentation Pollution
Control Act of 1973. This will help ensure that environmental issues that have arisen in our area
are not replicated in the future, thus preventing further environmental degradation.

Section 19A NCAC 02E.0604 (7)

The City supports the proposed language requiring applicants to provide the property tax
identification number for the parcel on which the facility is located. This will lead to more
effective review of applications by municipalities.

Section 19A NCAC 02E.0608 (¢)

The City supports the proposed language requiring applicants to provide in the application the
year the outdoor advertising structure was originally erected. This will enable municipalities and
NCDOT to determine compliance with environmental impact studies findings and commitments.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the permanent rulemaking process.

Sincerely,

C

eb Blackwell
City Engineer

Cc:  Secretary of Transportation
Mecklenburg State Delegation
Mayor and Council
City Manager
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CHARLOTTE.

City Council
Follow-Up Report

September 14, 2012

August 27, 2012 — City Council Business Meeting

Runnymede Lane Street Light Outages
Staff Resource: Doreen Szymanski, CDOT, 704-336-7527, dszymanski@charlottenc.qgov

At the August 27 City Council meeting, Council member Dulin requested an update on the City’s and Duke
Energy’s efforts to repair street light outages. City staff conducted an inventory of outages that ended in
April. During the inventory period, Duke Energy repaired over 2000 street lights on 35 thoroughfares.

In the meantime, staff continues to work with Duke Energy to repair newly reported outages. The outages on
Runnymede Lane were reported to Duke, and all lights should be repaired no later than September 14 if there
are no underground wiring problems. Duke Energy continues seeking a more cost effective, technological
solution for monitoring street light outages.
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