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INFORMATION: 
 
October 23 – Open Streets 704 Program    
Staff Resource: Scott Curry, CDOT, 704-432-2648, spcurry@charlottenc.gov    
   
On Sunday, October 23, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., the City of Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, and 
Partners for Parks will hold Charlotte’s next Open Streets 704. The event route will engage the 
neighborhoods of Biddleville, Smallwood, Seversville, Wesley Heights, 4th Ward, 3rd Ward, 
Wilmore, and SouthEnd. Details on the route can be found at 
http://openstreets704.com/route/. Businesses and residents along the route are being notified 
so they can plan accordingly. 
 
This event is the second in a series of four events made possible by a grant from the Knight 
Foundation. The first event in May drew approximately 10,000 participants on foot, bike, 
skateboards, rollerblades, and in strollers. Staff from the City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg 
County intend to use the four-event series to assess whether an ongoing Open Streets program 
makes sense for the community.  
 
Open Streets events temporarily close streets to automobile traffic so that people may use 
them for walking, bicycling, dancing, playing, and meeting their neighbors. Open Streets 
festivals currently take place in more than 100 cities across North America. These events 
typically are held on Sunday afternoons when traffic volumes are minimal.  Open Streets 
programs have proven to be successful at achieving goals related to recreation, public health, 
active transportation (walking and biking), and community building. Open Streets 704 will 
strengthen neighborhoods by encouraging Charlotte and Mecklenburg area residents to walk, 
bicycle, and experience the city together.  
 
Annual Wastewater Report Announced 
Staff Resource: Barry Gullet, Charlotte Water, 704-336-4931, bgullet@charlottenc.gov 

 
This week, Charlotte Water publishes its annual Wastewater Report. The report summarizes 
activities taken by the department to successfully collect and treat the community’s 
wastewater before recycling it to the environment. Wastewater treatment plants treated over 
30 billion gallons of wastewater during FY16.  
 
Wastewater flows through 4,244 miles of pipes to treatment plants. On occasion, blockages of 
grease, tree roots, disposable wipes, and other debris cause wastewater to backup and 
overflow the pipes. Last year, there were 224 sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) in the service 
area, an increase of 47 spills compared to the previous year, though the five year moving 
average continues to decline noting sustainable progress in cleaning and replacing pipes.  
 

mailto:spcurry@charlottenc.gov
http://openstreets704.com/route/
mailto:bgullet@charlottenc.gov


Council-Manager Memo 8/31/16 Page 3 

Charlotte Water invests more than $10M a year replacing or inserting a new lining in older 
pipes to reduce SSOs. Charlotte Water is also installing relief sewers to increase system 
capacity. In the past 3 years, Charlotte Water completed the following system improvements: 
 

• 153,120 ft. or 29 miles of sewer pipe replaced and rehabilitated 
• 486 manholes replaced and rehabilitated 
• 4,361,280 ft. or 826 miles  sewer pipe treated with root control herbicide 
• 18,765,120 ft. or 3,554 miles of sewer pipe cleaned 
• 1,452,000 ft. or 419 miles of sewer easement cleared 

 
All five wastewater treatment plants earned Peak Performance Awards from the National 
Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) for the calendar year ending 2015. NACWA Peak 
Performance Awards recognize wastewater treatment professionals throughout the nation for 
protecting the environment and public health through outstanding treatment and discharge 
regulatory compliance. 
 
Customers will receive an insert with their September bills and the annual report can be found 
by visiting the link below: 
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/Utilities/PublicationsandEducation/Pages/wastewaterqualit
yreports.aspx  
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