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INFORMATION: 
 
Neighborhood/Merchant Board Retreat Update 
Staff Resources:  Aisha Alexander, N&BS, 704-336-2175, valexander@charlottenc.gov  
Tracy Greene, N&BS, 704-336-3955, tpgreene@charlottenc.gov  
 
Neighborhood & Business Services (N&BS), in partnership with Foundation For The Carolinas 
(FFTC), will host a Neighborhood and Business Organization Board Retreat on Saturday, July 14, 
from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the FFTC headquarters, 220 North Tryon St.  Boards in 
attendance will work with certified facilitators to develop visions, long-range strategic 
priorities, and short term project plans to improve the quality of life in their community.  
 
Participation in the retreat earns organizations a $1,500 match credit toward any FY13 
Neighborhood Matching Grant application.  Mayor Foxx and the City Council are invited to 
meet and greet the boards at any time during the day as they embark on this important work.  
Participants are comprised of 110 board members, representing 17 neighborhood-and 
business associations from across the community: 
 


District 1  
Bridlewood Neighborhood Association  
Country Club Heights Neighborhood Association  
Shannon Park Neighborhood Association 
Villa Heights Neighborhood Association  


District 2  
Historic West End Business Association 
Historic West End Partners 
Lincoln Heights Neighborhood Association  
Rockwell Park Homeowner Association 


District 3 -  
Clanton Park Neighborhood Association 
West Boulevard Neighborhood Coalition 
Wilmore Neighborhood Association  


District 5  
Oakhurst Neighborhood Association  
Forest Ridge Homeowners Association  
Grove Park Neighborhood Association 
Coventry Woods Neighborhood Association 


District 6  
Madison Park Homeowners Association 
Selwyn Park Neighborhood Association  


 
Slots were reserved based on Neighborhood & Business Services’ Service Area Districts, 
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allowing four slots per Service Area, on a first come first come basis. Slots were given to 
organizations who submitted the complete information, including an application and pre-
participant surveys from board members. It became clear that it is difficult for business 
associations to participate on Saturdays, so staff is working with them to coordinate a more 
convenient day and time.  Staff is also working with other organizations that were not selected 
to facilitate individual sessions.  
 
Assignment of Economic Development Grant Agreement – Ikea Boulevard 
Staff Resource:  Peter Zeiler, N&BS, 704-432-2989, pzeiler@charlottenc.gov 
 
In December 2007, City Council approved an Infrastructure Reimbursement Agreement 
(Agreement) between the City and Crescent Resources LLC (Crescent) for the construction of 
Ikea Boulevard between University City Boulevard and McCullough Drive.  Ikea Boulevard is a 
key component of the mixed-use Belgate project being developed by Crescent between North 
Tryon and I-85. The total eligible reimbursement of $5,400,000 is to be paid from 90% of new 
incremental taxes generated by the Belgate project. Crescent has completed the first phase of 
Ikea Boulevard and a portion of the proposed retail development.  
 
On June 15, 2012 Crescent sold its remaining interest in the Belgate project to DDR Belgate LLC. 
DDR Belgate LLC is a subsidiary of DDR, a publicly traded, international retail developer with 
over 500 properties and $2 billion in holdings. As part of the sale of the Belgate project, 
Crescent assigned all rights and responsibilities of the Agreement to DDR Belgate LLC. This 
assignment is in keeping with language in the Agreement that contemplated a potential sale of 
portions or the entirety of the project. DDR Belgate LLC has informed staff of their intent to 
complete the agreed upon road construction by summer 2013. The Agreement currently 
requires the work to be completed by April, 2014.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
City Council Follow-Up Report (see “2. Follow Up.pdf”): 
 
Contents include: 
--Community Safety Committee Update on Cell Phone Regulation 
--Community Safety Committee Update on Human Trafficking  
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City Council 
Follow-Up Report 


 
June 27, 2012 


 


June 20, 2012 – Community Safety Committee Meeting 
Staff Resource: Eric Campbell, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-5158, ecampbell@charlottenc.gov 
 


At their June 20 meeting, Council’s Community Safety Committee received presentations on mobile phone 
regulation and human trafficking, topics that had been referred to the Committee on April 23.  The Committee 
requested that the information be sent to the full City Council in this Follow-Up Report format.  
 
 
Cell Phone Regulation 
The Committee explored the option of crafting a local ordinance that would regulate the use of cell phones, 
both hand-held and hands-free, while operating a motor vehicle.  The state currently regulates cell phone use 
for drivers under the age of eighteen and school bus drivers and prohibits all drivers from sending and reading 
text messages or e-mails while driving. 
 
There are currently no local ordinances regulating cell phone use in North Carolina as they are preempted by 
state law.  On May 2, 2012, Chapel Hill passed an ordinance that prohibits the use of all mobile phones by 
drivers 18 years and over.  That ordinance has been challenged and a Superior Court judge has issued a 
preliminary injunction prohibiting the ordinance from taking effect.  The State Attorney General has also 
issued an advisory letter stating that the Chapel Hill ordinance is preempted by state law. 
 
Given the current issues regarding local ordinances regulating cell phones, the Committee voted unanimously 
to have staff track the Chapel Hill litigation and report back to the Committee.  They also requested that CMPD 
find a way to track the involvement of cell phone use in traffic accidents they investigate as there is currently 
no statistical data on the extent of the problem at the local level. 
 
 
Human Trafficking 
Human Trafficking is defined as the use of force, fraud or coercion to compel a person to perform labor, 
services or a commercial sex act.  The two most common types are labor trafficking and sex trafficking. 
 
Labor trafficking victims are forced to work for minimal pay or no payment at all. They are usually subjected to 
harsh and dangerous work environments. Some foreign nationals may be smuggled into the United States 
illegally and must work to pay off their debts.  Examples of labor trafficking include nail/hair salons, sweatshop 
factories, panhandling, domestic service and agriculture. 
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Sex trafficking victims can be forced or coerced into working in the sex industry by a trafficker who receives 
some type of benefit from the victim’s act.  Examples of sex trafficking include online escort services, massage 
parlors, exotic dance clubs, and bars and cantinas.  Most of the victims of sex trafficking are female minors. 
 
Human trafficking can be difficult for police officers to identify and quantify.  Human trafficking investigations 
can be lengthy and labor intensive because the activities often either have the appearance of legitimacy or are 
often masked by other criminal activity such as prostitution, drugs, or immigration violations.  Victims of 
human trafficking are often isolated by language and cultural barriers and/or restrictions on their movements.  
Many victims also distrust law enforcement officers and fear arrest and/or deportation.   
 
CMPD actively investigates activity that appears to be human trafficking.  After training provided by the FBI, 
officers in Vice and Narcotics and Missing Persons began looking at their cases differently in an attempt to 
identify any elements of human trafficking.  Vice and Narcotics officers began investigating individuals 
arrested for prostitution as potential victims as well as suspects. 
 
CMPD partners with a number of agencies in the investigation of human trafficking.  They include Homeland 
Security Investigations (a branch of ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement); the FBI, Pat’s Place Child 
Advocacy Center, the District Attorney’s Office, and the U.S. Attorney’s Office.  CMPD will be participating in a 
workgroup that is being formed by the U.S. Attorney’s Office to formulate a strategy for human trafficking 
investigations and prosecutions.  Other participants will include the FBI and Homeland Security Investigations. 
 
The Committee received the Human Trafficking presentation as information and asked to be updated on 
subsequent developments in human trafficking investigations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





