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INFORMATION: 
 
June 30 – Cross Charlotte Trail Master Plan Public Workshop  
Staff Resources: Joe Frey, E&PM, 704-336-5276, jfrey@charlottenc.gov 
Vivian Coleman, CDOT, 704-336-4275, vcoleman@charlottenc.gov  
Dan Gallagher, CDOT, 704-336-4984 dgallagher@charlottenc.gov 
 
On Tuesday, June 30, 2015, City and County staff will partner to host an interactive community 
workshop regarding the Cross Charlotte Trail (XCLT) Master Plan. The workshop will be held at 
CMGC in room 267 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.   The meeting will be a drop-in style meeting and 
attendees can arrive anytime between 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
 
The workshop will focus on trail design, amenities, and trail route options.  Staff will use various 
communications tools to promote the workshop including Facebook, Twitter, mailers, phone 
calls, news release, electronic flyers and yard signs. The electronic flyer is attached below. 
 
The community’s interest, support, and passion for this project was evident when 
approximately 250 residents attended and participated in the first interactive workshop in 
January. Attendees will be asked to provide input on portions of the trail alignment, how they 
would use the trail, and where they would want to travel along the trail.  Additional project 
information can be found at Cross Charlotte Trail (XCLT). 

Announcement.pdf
 

Google Fiber Construction 
Staff Resource: Kruti Desai, CDOT, 704-353-1795, kdesai@charlottenc.gov 
 
Google Fiber has begun construction of its new high speed fiberoptic network for Charlotte.  
Construction is beginning in the Highland Creek area in northeast Charlotte (District 4). Google 
plans to begin with two crews and increase to fourteen crews by mid-August, peaking at 
approximately 150 crews.  Charlotte Department of Transportation right of way staff permits 
and inspects all work in the City right of way.  Google’s contactor will place residential door 
hangers prior to construction in neighborhoods, which will include general information and a 
24/7 Google Fiber Construction information line (877) 454-6959.  Citizens can also sign up for 
updates at https://fiber.google.com/cities/charlotte/support/.       
 
Next Century Cities Program 
Staff Resource: Tom Warshauer, NBS, 704-336-4522, twarshauer@charlottenc.gov  
 
With Charlotte poised as a gigabit city that seeks to bridge the digital divide, being able to 
readily connect with other communities to share expertise and learn best practices will be 
invaluable. Next Century Cities (NCC), a national 501(c)3, provides this forum across more than 

mailto:jfrey@charlottenc.gov
mailto:vcoleman@charlottenc.gov
mailto:dgallagher@charlottenc.gov
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/charlottefuture/CIP/Pages/Cross-Charlotte-Trail.aspx
mailto:kdesai@charlottenc.gov
https://fiber.google.com/cities/charlotte/support/
mailto:twarshauer@charlottenc.gov
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80 member cities of all sizes. The City of Charlotte is a member city. Below is additional 
information about NCC.   

NCC supports communities and their elected officials as they seek to ensure that all residents 
have access to fast, affordable, reliable internet. It helps equip cities to meet key challenges and 
obstacles in developing broadband strategies, and it elevates the importance of broadband 
adoption nationally. There are over 80 participating communities with which Charlotte can 
form city-to-city learning opportunities. The non-profit is supported by the New Venture Fund, 
the Ford Foundation, Knight Foundation, the Open Society Foundation, Google, and other 
donors. There is no cost to be an NCC member.  
 
Airport Taxi Update  
Staff Resource: Herbert Judon, Aviation, 704-359-4844, hljudon@cltairport.com 
  
On May 14, 2015, Airport staff and Charlotte’s consultant Taxi Research Partners Ltd. (TRP), 
briefed the Council’s Community Safety Community on the progress of research and 
consultancy regarding Airport ground transportation operations.  During this briefing, staff 
stated its intention of executing the final one-year agreement extension with the existing 
permitted Airport taxi companies; Yellow Cab, Crown Cab, and City Cab. 

This decision was primarily based on feedback gathered from TRP and the desire to complete 
the development of a wide-ranging Ground Transportation program that focuses not just on  
taxi operations, but all forms of ground transportation.  TRP strongly recommends using the 
next year to gather and study more comprehensive ridership data from all Airport ground 
transportation modes, further analyze and incorporate best practices, and evaluate fee and 
cost recovery options.  Additionally, this extension will allow adequate time to see if the 
General Assembly will take legislative action regarding Transportation Network Companies in 
their long session this summer. 
 
Once completed, the abovementioned information will serve as foundational data to allow staff 
to proceed judiciously towards the impending FY16 Request for Proposals for Ground 
Transportation Services.   

May 27 Metropolitan Transit Commission Meeting Summary 
Staff Resource: John Muth, CATS, 704-336-3855, jmuth@charlottenc.gov 
 
MTC considered three action items and heard two information items at the meeting: 
 
Employee Recognitions 
MTC members applauded the following staff for outstanding contributions:  
 

• CATS Bus Roadeo, winners in the 40-foot Bus Competition Lonnie Earnhardt, Carmen 
Aleman and Leonard Adams;  

• Bus Maintenance Roadeo winners Greg Patch, Billy Belcher and Ben Thompson;  
• STS/Paratransit Roadeo winners Philip Underwood, Nechel Dunlap and Cindy James;  

mailto:hljudon@cltairport.com
mailto:jmuth@charlottenc.gov
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• Rail Rodeo, winners in the Rail Operator competition included Tiffany Jerry, Kevin Hooks 
and Metro Coston; 

• Rail Car Maintenance winners included Eugene Capote, Anthony Calabiano and John 
Fletcher. 

• CATS Call Center employees Robin Fletcher and Kimberly O’Nele responded to a caller 
who made a bomb threat on March 9. Ms. Fletcher received the first call, from an angry, 
profane gentleman with the initial bomb threat. She followed appropriate procedures, 
notifying CATS Safety & Security and the police. When the gentleman called back to 
reiterate his threat, Ms. O’Nele engaged him in conversation and elicited personal 
details including his name and phone number, ostensibly to establish an online dating 
profile for him. The gentleman was later caught by police. 

 
FTA Region 4 STAR Award 
CATS received FTA Region 4’s Superstar Award for a transit agency consistently demonstrating 
outstanding transit service in an area with population over 200,000. CATS is the largest transit 
system between Atlanta and Washington, DC. The award reflects CATS’ excellence in bus, 
paratransit, light rail, and vanpool services and reflected CATS’ expansion projects and plans to 
expand transit options, including light rail expansion and streetcar service initiation. 
 
MTC Policy 06 – Transit Service Guidelines 
As part of its regular three-year policy review, MTC unanimously approved the Transit Service 
Guidelines, which had no proposed changes. The Guidelines outline principles CATS uses to 
make its services safe, reliable, comfortable, and easy to use. 
 
MTC Policy 07 – Transit Advertising 
MTC unanimously approved the Transit Advertising policy. The only minor change was the 
addition of digital advertising, which was formerly implied but not specified. As a City 
department, CATS will follow City policy on digital advertising and apps. 
 
MTC Summer Schedule 
MTC unanimously approved to hold meetings in June and August and cancel the July 22 MTC 
meeting. 
 
USDOT Bonding Education 
CATS is bringing a US Department of Transportation bonding course to Charlotte, hosted by the 
South Atlantic Region of the Small Business Transportation Resource Center. The course 
includes six evening sessions to be held over three weeks, and will educate small businesses on 
how to apply to do business with the City and provide business skill resources such as 
accounting, construction site safety and how to estimate and bid a project. A bonding agent will 
direct small business owners through the course so they can be bonded at the course’s 
conclusion. After the course’s conclusion, CATS will follow businesses for up to a year to make 
sure that they are bonded and track their success. Twenty companies have signed up to take 
the course, which has minimum requirements for company size and number of employees. 
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Corridor System Plan Update 
CATS’ System Plan was developed beginning in 1994 with the concept of five primary 
transportation and development corridors. The plan has evolved since then to the 2030 Transit 
System Plan. Progress on the 2030 Transit System Plan includes LYNX Blue Line light rail service 
and Sprinter Enhanced Bus service. In addition, the BLE and CityLYNX Gold Line Phase I are 
under construction and CityLYNX Gold Line Phase 2 and LYNX Silver Line are under study. 
Unfunded projects include the LYNX Red Line, CityLYNX Gold Line extensions to Beatties Ford 
Road, Central Avenue and the airport, as well as LYNX Silver Line and Charlotte Gateway 
Station. Funding sources since 2006 have become less sure and Norfolk Southern has taken a 
position on the use of the O-line precluding transit. MTC’s Transit Funding Working Group has 
developed possible funding strategies which could be useful for the unfunded projects, 
including TIFIA/RRIF loans and pay-as-you-go capital such as TIFs, SAD/MSD, Pennies for 
Progress and an expanded sales tax. 

In 1998, the Charlotte Mecklenburg population was projected to grow from 480,000 to 965,000 
by 2025. In 2014, the US Census Bureau estimated that Mecklenburg County’s population is 
already over a million people, exceeding the 1998 projections a full decade early. This rapid 
population growth emphasizes the need for transit. Mecklenburg County is the region’s major 
employment destination, with over 150,000 people commuting into Mecklenburg County daily.  
 
Many signs point to the need for an updated transit plan. The 2050 Regional Plan will leverage 
the full length of the LYNX Blue Line when the BLE is finished to maximize bus-rail connections 
throughout the county. Other opportunities include leveraging CityLYNX Gold Line, ensuring 
that the Human Transportation Services Plan for STS and DSS serve optimally, investigating 
opportunities for new regional express bus service and possibly reinstating discontinued routes. 
The Centralina Council of Governments conducted a three-year project with organizations 
across the 14-county bi-state region to develop a plan for growth, CONNECT Our Future. The 
public ranked increased transportation choices as a high priority in that study and identified 
additional corridors beyond the five primary corridors in the current System Plan. A new 
regional transit strategy would involve engaging a number of partners and would raise public 
awareness, participation and collaboration to build on key initiatives. 
 
CATS CEO Report 
Under the CEO’s report, John Muth discussed: 
a. Financial Update: 

Sales tax revenue for May was $5.6 million. With one month remaining in the fiscal year, 
CATS has reached budget targets for the year. Ridership dipped in April and staff is 
researching the reason. 

b. BLE Update: 
The three items included in the BLE’s project enhancements discussed with NCDOT for 
possible funding participation are the expanded maintenance facility, the bridge over the 
rail corridor at the Sugar Creek Station and the extension of the pedestrian bridge at the JW 
Clay parking deck. Staff made a presentation about the project enhancements at the May 
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Multimodal Committee of NC’s Board of Transportation (NCBOT). NCBOT members 
expressed interest in the enhancements and asked whether institutions that would benefit 
from the extension of the pedestrian bridge might contribute towards the cost of the 
pedestrian bridge at the JW Clay Blvd. station. UNC Charlotte has committed to $600,000 in 
support of the project; discussions are underway with Carolinas Medical Center about 
possible participation. Staff plans to take the enhancements to NCBOT for approval in July. 

 

The next MTC meeting will be June 24, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
May 4 Intergovernmental Relations Committee Summary 

050415 IRC 
Summary with att.pdf 
 
 
 



Your input is needed!

Tuesday, June 30th 

Drop in anytime between 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Charlotte Mecklenburg Government Center
600 East Fourth Street

Come, learn and tell us where you want to go! 
¡Venga, aprenda y díganos dónde quieres ir!

For more information, visit www.CharlotteFuture.com or use:

Stay informed by clicking                        

¿Dónde quieres ir? Necesitamos tu opinión!

Cross Charlotte Trail Master Plan

Cross Charlotte Trail Project Manager:
Joe Frey at 704.336.5276 or jfrey@charlottenc.gov

Parking available in the CMGC parking deck across the street at 232 S. Davidson Street. 
Additional bicycle racks will be available in the CMGC plaza on the Fourth Street side of 
the building.

Public Meeting/
Workshop

Where do you want to go?



 
 

 
 

Charlotte City Council 

Intergovernmental  
Relations Committee 

Meeting Summary for May 4, 2015 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 COMMITTEE AGENDA TOPICS  
 
I. Subject: Federal Update – Holland & Knight  
 
II. Subject: State Update - Dana Fenton 
 
III. Subject:  Trending Topics 
    
VI. Subject: Next Meeting 
 Action: Monday, June 1, 2015 at 3 p.m. in Room 280 
    
 
 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION  
 
Present:  Council Members Ed Driggs (Chair), LaWana Mayfield, Kenny Smith and 

David Howard  
Other:   Rich Gold – Holland & Knight; Alexis Gordon and Major Diego Anselmo 

- CMPD 
Time:   3:00 p.m.  

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
• State Legislative Update Presentation 
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 DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS   
 
 

Committee Discussion: 
 
Committee Chair Councilman Ed Driggs called the meeting to order.  
 
Driggs: So we have three things on the agenda, the first is the Federal Update. Let’s turn it over 
to Mr. Fenton.  
  
I. Federal Update – Holland & Knight 
 
Fenton: We have Rich Gold on the phone with Holland & Knight. Would you like to take it 
away?  
 
Gold: So we have a bouncing baby Transportation Appropriations Bill moving through the 
House of Representatives. It went to committee last week and we are in pretty good shape as you 
know from our prior call.  Funding levels in the budget agreement are pretty much flat from year 
to year. That includes the New Starts and Small Starts funding which are pretty much at the same 
level as last year. So with the mark up of the bill last week we are on track. The funding level 
will be clearly fine in terms of our full funding grant agreement for our Light Rail project and we 
are in good shape in terms of funding for our Small Starts Program and the Gold Line project. On 
both those projects we are feeling really good and we got really good feedback from staff. We are 
moving along on the transportation front obviously the Senate will have to do its thing. We are 
not expecting an early resolution to the budget process this year. It is very likely that it will drag 
out until late fall to get a final answer. We are expecting the Senate to probably mark up its bill in 
early June. When it does we think we are in pretty good shape, so all things good there. Just a 
short update on Transportation Authorization. We are about 26 days from the authorization for 
the program expiring. The Secretary of Transportation has made clear that they have enough 
money in the treasury to keep the program going until at least early August. So all we really need 
to do the end of this month is actually extend the authorization probably for that two month 
period through early August so they will extend it for June and July and then the authorization 
will match up with the expiration of the funding and they will have to make a decision if they 
can’t move the Transportation Bill by then which they likely won’t be able to, to then extend the 
program for six or nine months or whatever they are going to do. So this is the beginning of kick 
the can down the road. One little footnote, there has been a lot of discussions about possible 
funding sources for the transportation grant going forward.  
 
Driggs: Given the status you just reported what is the likelihood of the funding particularly for 
the Gold Line not being approved or authorized in the end?  
 
Gold: I think we are in that 85/15 or 90/10 phase. I think the only issue we have is if somehow 
we end up at the end of the year that we are continuing resolution instead of a set of 
appropriations bills and that’s possible but I think it’s pretty unlikely because I think everyone 



 

Intergovernmental Relations Committee 
Meeting Summary for May 4, 2015 
Page 3 
   
 

 
wants to try to avoid it and in that instance it is unusual if they do a continuing resolution it will 
be unusual for them to allow DOT to do New Starts although they have done it in the past so it’s 
possible. So if we get down to brass tax and it looks like we are going to have a CR we will 
obviously have to work closely with the appropriations committee and your congresswoman and 
the senators to push real hard to make sure we have the ability to kind of move forward there but 
I’m feeling good about where we are and people have been very supportive.  
 
Driggs: Good. Any other questions? Thank you very much Rich.  
 
II. State Update  – Dana Fenton  
 
Fenton: The 2015 long session is about half way over. The General Assembly started In January. 
It’s been about three months and projections are we are not going to get out of session until the 
end of July. The good thing about the crossover is that it provides a higher level of clarity. Now 
that they want to enter the second phase they seek the committee’s guidance. All four of the 
City’s policy priorities have made crossover: 1) Charlotte Firefighters’ Retirement System  
2) Stormwater Management 3) Civil Service Board and 4) Street Gang Nuisance Abatement. The 
MTC local policy priority also made crossover. At the same time conversations continue on 
replacement source of revenue for the Privilege License Tax. The biggest major flash point so far 
is what we have been hearing about the Sales Tax Redistribution. Another flash point is the 
Economic Development Act. 
 
Smith: I’m hearing from some folks that neither of the Sales Tax Redistributions may not have a 
lot of support behind it. Is that what you may be hearing on the ground up there? 
 
Fenton: That is what I was hearing up until the last couple of weeks. This could be something 
that we might want to confirm by checking with our Senators tomorrow.    
 
Driggs: Ok let’s get through the other items. 
 
Fenton: Under the Fiscal and Administrative changes we have faced over the past couple of years 
the DOT condemnation changes modified the “Quick Take” statute that was developed for road 
projects. Most of the times when we did condemnations it would award an attorney’s fees in 
cases where the final judgment exceeds the deposit by 25% or more. Other revisions are that it 
ignores any corrections made to the deposit that occur within six months of the verdict. It also 
creates an incentive for owner’s counsel to delay sharing information as close as possible to trial 
so that the six month window is pretty hard to navigate.  
 
Driggs: So to be clear, it seems to me the intent would be to keep the City honest  by saying it’s 
going to cost you if you don’t get this pretty much in the ballpark. Because the amount we put in 
will influence the owners’ decision whether to sue or not and if we could then protect ourselves 
from the consequences of low balling them when we create the deposit in the first place that 
might compromise the remedy that’s supposed to be available to them or at least a disincentive 
on us to low ball a thing. Let’s just put that out there and if it doesn’t work we can always chop it 
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up.  
 
Fenton: I can see property owners thinking that but what happens is there are always property 
appraisals being done that the City uses to base its deposits on so it’s not like we are just picking 
a number trying to low ball to get a person to get property for much lower than our fair market 
value.  
 
Driggs: Our position is that we would prefer them not to do anything is that right? 
 
Fenton: Yes we prefer the statute the way it is right now.  
 
Driggs: Just leave it alone 
 
Fenton: And also the NCDOT has said the same thing and their belief is that many more cases 
will lead to going to trial.  
 
Driggs: I can see the owners’ counsel point. OK thanks.  
 
Fenton: On the next issue this is a case where improvements made to property would be exempt 
from property taxes for five years or until sold.  
 
Mayfield: Please attempt to explain the logic of HB 168 to me 
 
Fenton: What we have been told is the representative sponsoring this, Representative Hager 
really likes this bill. All we can think of is there are some developers out there who have unsold 
inventory and they are paying taxes on it  
 
Mayfield: As they are supposed to.  
 
Smith: You see all these tear downs and someone buys something then erects a new house there. 
What happens when the builder in turns sells the house after the time allowed? It just seems like 
there are a lot of loopholes in this one to me 
 
Driggs: I think there’s a concept question as to whether they should be held liable.   
 
Mayfield: So we are against this 
 
COUNCILMAN HOWARD ENTERS THE MEETING 
 
Fenton: The next bill I wanted to let you know about is the Workers Comp bill for firefighters 
with five years of service who contract cancer that the presumption is it came from on the job 
activities. The need for the bill derived from longitudinal study of firefighters working for Cities 
of Philadelphia, Chicago and San Francisco from 1950-2009. The local government has the 
burden of rebutting by a preponderance of evidence that condition was caused by something 
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other than occupational exposure.   
 
Driggs: So the presumption is that it is right? 
 
Fenton: Yes 
 
Howard: And if it is cancer the remedy is what? What is the purpose? 
 
Fenton: The firefighter will be eligible for worker’s compensation for life 
 
Mayfield: So this bill did not receive crossover support?  
 
Fenton: That’s right. It had to go through several committees and it only made it through one. 
Some people are looking for another way to do this 
 
Mayfield: Why wouldn’t we want to take care of our firefighters?  
 
Driggs: But the only thing this does it says that if you have this cancer than instead of the burden 
being on you to prove that you got it on the job the burden is on us to prove that you didn’t.  
 
Fenton: Correct 
 
Driggs: And so are we going in with position on this? Are we expressing our opposition to it?  
 
Fenton: That’s what I was going to ask the committee about. 
 
Howard: What are the other cities across the league saying?   
 
Fenton: The league is taking a strong stance of opposition on this. 
 
Howard: I would stay with the league on this one. All of this just feels unfair to the rest of our 
workers.  
 
Driggs: I would want to know how big an issue this really is. So are you saying that you support 
or oppose this? 
 
Howard: I support the position of the League to oppose this. 
 
Mayfield: So for full transparency and for the record, no I do not support the league’s stance on 
this particular one.  
 
Smith: I think it is premature to take a position. I would like to see where it ends up and then I 
would like to get a better understanding of what the cancers are and who conducted the study. To 
me there are just unanswered questions that I am not comfortable yet to take a position on. If 
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push came to shove I would probably side with the League on this in the interim but I am not to 
the point where I think we need to take a stance on this yet as a city.  To me it’s just a little 
premature for me to take a position.  
 
Fenton: I would be glad to send you all out the summary of the study that was done. 
 
Howard: To me I have always had a problem when we treat any set of employees from a different 
set of employees. I think everybody ought to stand on their own merit so just so you know this is 
a personal thing for me to treat one group different than another. You get into all kinds of things 
when you let Union forces kind of forge conversations that might not be fair across the board. 
The second thing is I don’t think we should legislate health issues. This is something that I think 
that the General Assembly ought to stay out of and let hospitals and other agencies figure that 
part out.  
 
Driggs: Why don’t we just say if the conversation happens and we need to talk about it say that 
we are looking at it and we are conferring with the League  in order to understand better the basis 
of their position and we will get back to them later. Personally I agree with Kenny that I have not 
received enough data. So no answer yet on that one.  
 
Fenton: Okay great. On the next one, the Regulatory Reform, one section that stands out is 
Section 3.2 which prohibits Environmental Management Commission from approval local storm 
water programs that exceed State model storm water programs. The State model stormwater 
program is not “one size, fits all” because it does not include the federal mandates which the City 
is required to meet. The good news here is that Rep. Millis has agreed to form stakeholders group 
to further consider issue once it gets over to the Senate. It will pass tomorrow.  
 
Driggs: TNC? 
 
Fenton: Transportation Network Companies, yes.  You all were briefed on this legislation two 
weeks ago. There is both a House and a Senate Bill. The Senate Bill is more likely to move first 
and there have been quite a few amendments being made to it. The ones that I know about are 
ones that would allow Airports to contract with transportation network companies (TNC) for 
appropriate use of airport facilities. For example perhaps a staging area could be set up for 
companies like Uber and Lyft, signage could be displayed in the terminal. Perhaps signage could 
be displayed in the terminal and perhaps pickup for passengers will be provided as well. Of 
course none of that could be done without revenue and this would probably allow airports to 
charge a fee for the use of the property. Another bill that has passed the House is Body and Dash 
Cam Recordings, the issue is what happens to the recordings after they are made. Are they a 
public record that can be disclosed? In this case they have passed legislation which they intend to 
have in place for a year – year and a half at the most. That would provide a temporary fix for this 
issue while they are studying it. The temporary fix will make recordings a record of  a criminal 
investigation and it would give discretion to local authorities to release it or allow folks to view 
the video.  
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Howard: Does this one have legs or no?  
 
Fenton: This one has legs. It passed the House and I am pretty sure the Senate will pass this one.  
 
Driggs: This is just a patch? 
 
Fenton: Literally a patch, an interim fix. Ok and the last bill I will bring to your attention is to 
Protect NC Worker’s Act. I have invited Alexis Gordon and Major Diego Anselmo from the 
Police Department. This legislation they brought to my attention. There are two pieces in here 
that provides some concern. CMPD views of concerns are that local government and law 
enforcement agencies may not accept certain documents issued by a foreign government, 
including matricula consular, to establish identity. At this point I would like for Major Anselmo 
to voice their concerns about this.  
 
Major Anselmo: This actual legislation that is being considered would not allow us to 1) 
recognize either Mexican matricula card and also the work we are doing with the Immigration 
Integration Task Force which is something that can be recommended to the Council, you guys 
heard not too long ago about the municipal ID. In addition there are other nonprofit organizations 
that have identification cards that the Chief is looking at as well but this law would basically not 
allow government officials to recognize anything other than those government issued IDs. One 
issue that we deal with and you are familiar with when dealing with the immigrant community as 
far as identifying individuals either operating vehicles or even victims of crimes and things of 
that nature to be able to get their right identification it would not only help the immigrant 
population but also some of our homeless and our youth that may not have identification as well.  
 
Driggs: What does accepting the identity document actually mean? What changes in the status 
because you accepted it as opposed to if you didn’t accept it?  
 
Anselmo: If we cannot verify who someone is then what happens is we end up arresting 
individuals and taking them down to the process center.  
 
 Howard: Is the possibility of doing some type of local ID taking place in other places other than 
Charlotte right now?  
 
Alexis Gordon: Greensboro has one through a nonprofit and that would also not be recognized 
under this section that they have added to this bill. 
 
Howard: OK. I don’t know where we are going with this 
 
Driggs: I think the City’s position on this is not yet resolved to the extent that we have heard 
recommendations but we haven’t actually taken any action 
 
Howard: And Mr. Chairman you are right but all I was trying to do was wrap my head around 
what the intent is so it can make some sense so that I can render to you my thought on it.  
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Driggs: Right, I think that they are trying to reserve for the General Assembly the authority to 
issue identity documents. That’s what they are trying to do and as I say I don’t think that we as 
Council have arrived to a conclusion about where we stand on wanting to issue local ones. We 
did hear your recommendations and problems that are created so rather than try to resolve that 
right now I think that we are just going to abstain from any comment on this issue.  
 
Howard: The only thing that I would ask you Mr. Chairman and if you would rather not say it is 
ok but is this one of those things where they actually may be talking to part of City Council about 
stuff ahead of time? I’d like to think that we are not trying to circumvent a conversation.  
 
Driggs: Nobody has talked to me.  
 
Smith: I haven’t talked to anybody.  I just think it is a national debate on acceptable forms of 
identification for people in the country and I am reading this as the State wants one uniformed 
document as in a NC driver’s license but I don’t think it has anything to do with circumventing 
Charlotte.  
 
Fenton: The two sections that were identified on this page were part of other legislation from two 
years ago and that came from a special task force on immigration that the State had set up.  
 
Mayfield: We are in agreement that we are not touching this tomorrow? 
 
Driggs: I think we are not positioned to.   
 
Fenton: Thank you for that. Now we will go to the very last page to review the different pieces of 
the Legislation.   
 
Fenton: House Bill168 – Exempt Builder’s Inventory  
 
Driggs: We are opposed to that 
 
Fenton: HB 304 – Revisions to Outdoor Advertising 
 
Driggs: We are opposed to that 
 
Fenton: HB 666 – Worker’s Compensation. I think what I heard was don’t take a position on 
that.  
 
Driggs: Right. Leave that alone 
 
Fenton: The same thing for HB 903 – Municipal Only Sales Tax.  
 
Driggs: Right, leave that alone.  
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SB 25 – Zoning / D & A Controls, we have been opposing that 
 
Driggs: We are still opposed  
 
Fenton: No position on House Bill 927 – “Good Roads State”. The House Bill 193 – 
Discriminatory Profiling I think that’s similar to the issue we just heard 
 
Driggs: We are in the process of studying that. We looked at it and I think the instruction Council 
gave to staff was to work on it and so we wanted to check the rules under which the police works 
now to see how we are dealing with this, so we are unresolved for now still.  
 
Fenton: Alright, House Bill 530 – Rental Registration that is something we have been opposed to 
 
Driggs: Yes we are opposed to that 
 
Fenton: SB 369- Sales Tax Fairness and SB 608 – Simple & Fair Formula for Sales Tax 
Distribution 
 
Driggs: Opposed 
 
Fenton: HB 117 – NC Competes Act and the other one SB 338 – Economic Development / Tax 
Modifications. The one that you may want to focus your attention on is Senate Bill 338 that’s the 
one that creates the unleveled playing field between major urban areas like Mecklenburg and the 
others. Certainly HB 117 would be a fairer way of addressing this issue?  
 
Driggs: So we are saying if we had to choose we would go with HB 117 preferred to SB 338?  
 
Fenton: Correct. HB 127 – DOT Condemnation, I think what I heard was to allow the League to 
continue to work on that one along with the NCDOT because it’s a pretty technical issue.  
 
Driggs: We are opposed right?  
 
Fenton: We are opposed but I think it is better to let them (inaudible). The next three bills HB 
739 – Repeal Business License Fees, HB 760 – Regulatory Reform, HB 721 – Land 
Development Changes, we are working with sponsors to make them better of course and to get 
some changes. When it comes to HB 201 – Protest Petitions, I think the City has traditionally 
been opposed to this 
 
Driggs: Yes we are opposed. On the SB 541 – Regulate TNCs, I think the one issue that was 
really remaining was the surge of pricing as far as the City’s concerned. Is that right? We kind of 
managed to deal with the questioned inspections and insurance and all that stuff? 
 
Fenton: I think that in terms of the regulations of the TNC’s on the State level and insurance 
people do have issues with that in terms of the quality of the regulations and the insurance issues 
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but certainly the surge pricing was basically the one area that was left unaddressed in the 
Legislation.  
 
Driggs: OK if there is nothing else we are adjourned.  
 
III. Trending Topics 

No topics to discuss 

 

Action: Next meeting will take place on Monday, June 1, 2015 at 3 p.m.  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 4:37 p.m. ~jcs 

 



Intergovernmental Relations Committee          
Monday, May 4, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center 
Room 280 

 
Committee Members: Ed Driggs, Chair 
    Claire Fallon, Vice Chair 
    David Howard 
    LaWana Mayfield 

Kenny Smith 
  
Staff Resource:  Ron Kimble 

  
 

 
Distribution: Mayor/City Council  
 Ron Carlee 
 City Manager’s Executive Team   
 Bob Hagemann 
 Stephanie Kelly 
 

  
I. Federal Update – Holland & Knight 

 
II. State Update – Dana Fenton 

 
III. Trending Topics 

 
 
Next Meeting: 

• Monday, June 1st, 3:00 pm, Room 280 
 

 



State Legislative Update 

Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

May 4, 2015 



Overview 

• 2015 long session is halfway over 
– General Assembly started January 28 
– Crossover deadline was April 30 
– Projected end of session is no earlier than end of July 

 
• Crossover ~ Higher level of Clarity 

 
• Seek Committee guidance  
 



City / MTC Priorities 

• All City’s policy priorities have made crossover: 
– Charlotte Firefighters’ Retirement System (HB 70 – 

Bishop)  
– Stormwater Management (HB 141 – Jeter)  
– Civil Service Board (HB 143 – Bishop)  
– Street Gang Nuisance Abatement (Part XIII, HB 173 – 

Stam) / (SB 591 – Tarte) 
 

• MTC policy priority made crossover: 
– Special Assessments for Critical Infrastructure Needs Act 

(SB 284 – Hartsell)  
 

• Conversations continue on replacement source of 
revenue for the Privilege License Tax 



Major Flash Points 

• Sales Tax Redistribution: 
– Sales Tax Fairness Act  (SB 369 – Brown) 
– Simple & Fair Formula for Sales Tax Distribution  (SB 

608 – Rucho) 
 

• Economic Development: 
– NC Competes Act  (HB 117 – Martin) 
– Economic Development / Tax Modifications  (SB 338 – 

Berger) 
 

 



Major Flash Points (cont.) 

• Message: 
– City supports an economic development / job creation 

strategy that benefits all parts of our State 
– City supports a strategic plan that builds on existing job 

centers to benefit regions 
– How can the City work with legislators to identify such a 

strategic plan and State level funding? 
 
 
 



Fiscal & Administrative 

• DOT Condemnation Changes 
– HB 127 (Stam) 
– “Quick Take” statute that was developed for road 

projects 
– All local governments have authority to use this method 

for condemnations undertaken 
– Section 3(b)(3) awards attorney’s fees in cases where 

the final judgment exceeds the deposit by 25% or more 
• Ignores corrections made to the deposit that occur 

within 6 months of verdict 
• Creates incentive for owner’s counsel to delay 

sharing information as close as possible to trial 
– Will cause more condemnation cases to go to trial 
– Passed House 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Fiscal & Administrative (cont.) 

• Exempt Builder’s Inventory  
– HB 168 (Hager) / SB 321 (Brown) 
– Exempts improvements to property (new homes, 

condos, etc.) from property taxes for five years or until 
sold 

– Broadens definition of builder by removing the 
requirement to be a general contractor 

– $5.8 million impact to City starting in FY 2016 
– Improved properties require public services 
– HB 168 will be heard in House Finance on 5/7 

 



Fiscal & Administrative (cont.) 

• Repeal Business License Fees 
– HB 739 (Brawley) passed House 
– Reports that some cities are trying to replicate the 

privilege license tax while discussions on a replacement 
source of revenue are occurring  

– Could impact City’s authority for regulatory user fees 
– Up to $550,000 fiscal impact to City starting in FY 2016 
– Rep. Brawley agreed to work with City and League on 

compromise language 
 



Fiscal & Administrative (cont.) 

• Workers Compensation / Firefighter / Cancer 
Presumption 
– HB 666 (Saine) 
– Establishes category of “Occupational Diseases of 

Firefighters” consisting of 9 different cancers 
– Local government has burden of rebutting by a 

preponderance of evidence that condition was caused by 
something other than occupational exposure 

– Need for the bill derived from longitudinal study of 
Firefighters working for Cities of Philadelphia, Chicago 
and San Francisco from 1950 to 2009 

– Did not make crossover but House leadership is 
searching for appropriate vehicle 
 



Fiscal & Administrative (cont.) 

• Regulatory Reform 
– HB 760 (Millis)  
– Section 3.2(b) prohibits Environmental Management 

Commission from approval local stormwater programs 
that “exceed” State model stormwater program 

– State model stormwater program is not “one size, fits 
all”; does not include the federal mandates which the 
City is required to meet 

– Final vote in House scheduled for Tuesday 5/5 
– Rep. Millis has agreed to form stakeholders group to 

further consider issue once it gets over to the Senate 
 



Fiscal & Administrative (cont.) 

• Municipal Only Sales Tax 
– HB 903 (Saine) 
– NC League of Municipality priority 
– ¼ cent sales and use tax 
– Net proceeds returned to locality that levied the tax on a 

point of delivery basis 
– No adjustment factors 
– $25 to $30 million annually for City 
– Replacement source of revenue for the Privilege License 

Tax 
 



Environmental & Planning 

• Revisions to Outdoor Advertising Laws  
– HB 304 (Hager) / SB 320 (Brown) 
– Preempts local authority to regulate relocated signs  

• Location 
• Size  
• Height 
• Conversion to changeable message signs) 

– HB 304 is more likely to move first 
 

• Zoning / Modernize & Reorganize  
– HB 548 (Bishop) passed House 
– Planning statutes rewrite 
– Converted to a study for delivery to 2016 session 

 



Environmental & Planning (cont.) 

• Subdivision Ordinance / Land Development 
Changes 
– HB 721 (Bryan) 
– Requires changes in performance guarantee practices 
– Rep. Bryan worked with NC League of Municipalities and 

City of Charlotte while the bill was in the House 
– Passed House 
– City is working with Rep. Bryan on additional 

amendments  



Environmental & Planning (cont.) 

• Protest Petitions 
– HB 201 (Stam) passed House 
– Repeals protest petition provisions 
– Requires simple majority vote for passage of all 

conditional zoning petitions 
 

• Zoning / Design & Aesthetic Controls  
– SB 25 (Gunn) passed Senate 
– Specifies when local governments can apply building 

design elements 
– Exempts six areas from legislation 

 



Infrastructure 

• Reestablish NC as the “Good Roads State” 
– HB 927 (Torbett) 
– Raises $500 million for road maintenance, 

improvements to ports in Wilmington and Morehead 
City, and municipal resurfacing projects: 
• Tax and fee increases 
• Eliminate transfers from transportation to General 

Fund 
• Lower motor fuels excise tax 

– To be discussed in House Transportation 5/5 



Public Safety 

• Prohibit Discriminatory Profiling  
– HB 193 (R. Moore) / SB 613 (McKissick) 
– Still eligible to be considered 

 
• Rental Registration  

– HB 530 (Brawley) / SB 442 (Gunn) 
– Prohibits mandatory registration 
– HB 530 reported out of House Local Government 
– HB 530 will be heard next in House Regulatory Reform, 

then House Finance 
 
 



Public Safety (cont.) 

• Regulate Transportation Network Companies 
– HB 680 (Brawley) / SB 541 (Rabon) 
– SB 541 more likely to move first 
– Potential amendments to allow Airports to contract with 

transportation network companies for appropriate use of 
airport facilities 
 

• Body and Dash Cam Recordings 
– HB 713 (Faircloth) passed House 
– Intended to be in place for one year while study takes 

place 
– HB 811 (Floyd) directs task force to submit 

recommendations to 2016 session 
 



Public Safety (cont.) 

• Protect NC Worker’s Act 
– HB 318 (Cleveland) passed House  
– Local governments and law enforcement agencies may 

not accept certain documents issued by a foreign 
government, including matricula consular, to establish 
identity 

– Local governments and law enforcement agencies are 
prohibited from accepting identity documents issued by 
a local government or other organization unless those 
identity documents are expressly authorized by the 
General Assembly 



Legislation  

House Senate 
HB 168 – Exempt Builder’s Inventory SB 369 – Sales Tax Fairness 

HB 304 – Revisions to Outdoor Advertising SB 608 – Simple & Fair Formula for Sales 
Tax Distribution 

HB 666 – Worker’s Compensation HB 117 – NC Competes Act 

HB 903 – Municipal Only Sales Tax 
 

SB 338 – Economic Development / Tax 
Modifications 

SB 25 – Zoning / D & A Controls HB 127 – DOT Condemnation 

HB 927 – “Good Roads State” HB 739 – Repeal Business License Fees 

HB 193 – Discriminatory Profiling HB 760 – Regulatory Reform 

HB 530 – Rental Registration HB 721 – Land Development Changes 

HB 318 – Protect NC Worker’s Act HB 201 – Protest Petitions 

SB 541 – Regulate TNCs 

HB 713 – Body & Dash Cam Recordings 

HB 811 – Study / Body & Dash Cam 
Recordings 
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