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WEEK IN REVIEW: 
 

Mon (June 6) Tues (June 7) Wed (June 8) Thurs (June 9) Fri (June 10) 
12:00 PM 
Environment Committee, 
Room 280 
 
5:00 PM 
Council Workshop, 
Room 267 
 
7:30 PM 
Citizens’ Forum, 
Room 267 

 
 

NCLM  
Town Hall Day, 

Raleigh NC 
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CALENDAR DETAILS: 
Monday, June 6 
  12:00 PM Environment Committee, Room 280 

AGENDA: Water quality; Solid Waste Services ordinance referral; Fast chargers 
on Thomas Street 

 
  5:00 PM Council Workshop, Room 267 
 
  7:30 PM Citizens’ Forum, Room 267 
 
Wednesday, June 8 
  North Carolina League of Municipalities Town Hall Day, Raleigh NC 
   
June and July calendars are attached. 

June-July 2016.pdf

 

INFORMATION:  
FY2016 JAG Grant Components 
Staff Resource: Paul Paskoff, CMPD, 704-336-2162, ppaskoff@cmpd.org  
 
The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program is the primary provider of 
federal criminal justice funding to state and local jurisdictions. Annually, the JAG Program 
provides states and units of local governments with critical funding necessary to support a 
range of program areas.   
 
For FY2016 the JAG Program funding level for the City of Charlotte has been determined by the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance to be $493,021.  The grant funds must be used for law 
enforcement purposes. The enabling legislation for the grant requires that the City share a 
portion of the funds with Mecklenburg County since the County is responsible for the 
incarceration of offenders.   
 
Based on a pre-arranged agreement between the CMPD Chief of Police and the MCSO Sheriff, 
the CMPD agrees to allocate to Mecklenburg County 25% ($123,255) from the FY2016 JAG 
award.  These proceeds are to be allocated to the Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office.  The 
CMPD’s share of the JAG proceeds will be $369,766.   
 
The money will be used for law enforcement-related needs described in the attached 
document. 

FY2016 JAG Grant 
Components.pdf  

mailto:ppaskoff@cmpd.org
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Charlotte Firefighters’ Retirement System CAFR for Fiscal Year 2015 
Staff Resources: Randy Harrington, Management & Financial Services, 704-336-5013, 
rjharrington@charlottenc.gov  
Robert Campbell, Management & Financial Services, 704-336-7905, rcampbell@charlottenc.gov  
 
The Charlotte Firefighters’ Retirement System is a unit of the City of Charlotte governed by a 
board of trustees. The statute establishing the retirement system requires that a yearly 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) be distributed to Council.   
Enclosed in Council’s Friday packet is a hard copy of the CAFR for fiscal year 2015. The financials 
were reviewed by an independent, external auditor who provided a clean audit opinion with no 
non-material or material deficiencies.  
 
2016 State Legislative Report #6 
Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-2009, dfenton@charlottenc.gov 
 
Attached is the Week 6 State Legislative Report.   

2016 week 6 
report.pdf  

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
City Council Follow-Up Report 

3--June.pdf

 
--Train Horn Noise Mitigation 

mailto:rjharrington@charlottenc.gov
mailto:rcampbell@charlottenc.gov
mailto:dfenton@charlottenc.gov




 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00pm 
Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development 
Committee Mtg., 
Room 280 

2 
6:30pm 
CM Mitchell’s 
Engagement 
Through Economic 
Development Town 
Hall Mtg., Room 267 

3 4 

5 6 
12:00pm 
Environment 
Committee Mtg., 
Room 280 
 
5:00pm 
Council 
Workshop/Citizens’ 
Forum, Room 267 

7 8 9 

 
10 11 

12 13 
2:00pm 
Transportation & 
Planning 
Committee Mtg., 
Room 280 
 
5:00pm  
Council Business 
Mtg., Room 267 
 
7:00pm 
Budget Adoption, 
Meeting Chamber 

14 15 16 
12:00pm 
Community Safety 
Committee Mtg., 
Room 280 

17 18 

19 20 
12:00pm 
Council Agenda 
Briefing (optional), 
Room 886 
 
12:00pm 
Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee 
Mtg., Room 280 

 
5:00pm  
Zoning Meeting, 
Room Ch-14 

21 22 
5:30pm 
MTC Meeting, Room 
267 

23 

 
24 25 

26 27 
12:00pm 
Governance & 
Accountability 
Committee Mtg., 
Room 280 

 
2:00pm 
City Manager’s 
Update Mtg.,  
Room CH-14 
 
5:00pm 
Citizens’ 
Forum/Council 
Business Mtg., 
Room 267 
 
 
 
 

 

28 29 30   

       

2016 

June 

NCLM 
Town Hall 

Day 
Raleigh, NC 

US Conference of Mayors 
Annual Meeting 
Indianapolis, IN 

US Conference of Mayors 
Annual Meeting 
Indianapolis, IN 

 

Mayor and 

Council to 

Raleigh 

Mayor and 

Council to 

Raleigh 



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 
12:00pm 
Governance & 
Accountability 
Committee Mtg., 
Room 280 

 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 
12:00pm 
City Manager’s 
Evaluation,  
Room CH-14 
 
5:00pm  
Zoning Meeting, 
Room Ch-14 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 
5:00pm 
Citizens’ 
Forum/Council 
Business Mtg., 
Room 267 

26 27 
5:30pm 
MTC Meeting, Room 
267 

28 29 30 

31 

      

 
2016 

July 

2016 

Independence 
Day 



FY2016 JAG Grant Components 
 

The CMPD Budget ($369,766) for JAG funding consists of three components: 
 
Police Cadet Program                                                                                               
This component will receive $155,016. The Cadet Program will provide fifteen qualified students, 
actively enrolled in a local college, an opportunity to work in a professional law enforcement 
environment, while learning about and training for future employment as a Police Officer with the 
CMPD.  The program's intent is to enhance the participating student's knowledge of the CMPD and all 
operating aspects so that when the participant turns twenty one he or she may enter into a career as a 
CMPD Officer.   
  
Crime Laboratory Overtime                                                                             
This component will receive $20,000. Funds will be used for the analysis of forensic evidence in criminal 
cases designated as “priority” by the CMPD and to reduce periodic backlogs in evidence analysis.  The 
funds will be used by the Biology, Latent Prints, and Firearms Sections of the Crime Laboratory 
Division.  The use of the overtime funding will be determined based upon the department’s needs 
during the grant period.  
  
Patrol Overtime                                                                                                 
This component will receive $194,750. These funds will provide 4,160 hours of overtime for 
enforcement and problem solving initiatives that allow patrol officers to address crime problems at the 
neighborhood level, including responding to emerging crime trends, identifying and targeting suspects, 
and working with partners to address the enablers of crime. 
 
The MCSO Budget ($123,255) for JAG funding consists of two components: 
 
Replace 3 MorphoTrak Live Scan Station Machines  
This component will receive $61,656. Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office will purchase a total of three 
AFIS LiveScan machines (two replacements and one additional machine) at $20,552 apiece to be used 
for any non-criminal fingerprint services for the public, i.e., employment, adoption, foster care, 
etc.  These machines provide the ability to submit fingerprints electronically to the SBI.  The current 
LiveScan machines are nine years old, and most parts are now out of production. The Sheriff’s Office will 
provide the printers for the LiveScan machines.  
 
Motorola Communications Terminal                                                          
This component will receive $61,599. Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office will add an additional 
MC7500 Dispatch Console to the current dispatch center.  This includes equipment, programming, and 
installation of the additional Motorola Communications terminal necessary for the full utilization of the 
new workstation.  Personnel are currently working off of a handheld radio.         
 
The National Institute of Justice will approve the grant application and send official funding notification 
likely in September. At that time, CMPD will request Council action to receive the City’s portion and 
approve the necessary budget amendment. 
 





 
 

CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

June 3, 2016 

 

TO:   Ron Carlee, City Manager 

Ron Kimble, Deputy City Manager    

 

FROM: Dana Fenton, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 

 

SUBJECT: 2016 State Legislative Report #6 
 

 

Trending Topics 

 

2016 Appropriations Act (HB 1030 – Dollar) passed the Senate early Friday on a vote of 26-

13.   

 

Terminate Agreement for Tolling of I-77 (HB 954 – Jeter) passed the House Thursday on a 

vote of 81-27.   

 

Body-Worn & Dashboard Cameras / No Public Records (HB 972 – Faircloth) will be heard 

in House Judiciary II on Tuesday, June 7. 

 

Regulatory Reduction Act of 2016 (HB 169 – Hager) was reported out by the Senate 

Commerce last week and was to go to the floor of the Senate for debate but was subsequently re-

referred to the Senate Rules Committee.   

 

Municipal Service Districts (HB 1023 – Davis) legislation signed into law by the Governor.  

Charlotte Center City Partners worked with the sponsors to craft the legislation. 

 

Administrative & Fiscal 

 

2016 Appropriations Act (HB 1030 – Dollar):  Senate has sent back their version of HB 1030 

to the House for a vote of concurrence, which should be held early next week.  Among the points 

of contention in the budget are sections concerning state participation in commuter rail, intercity 

rail, and light rail projects, and statewide nutrient management strategies. 

 

Administrative Changes Retirement System / Treasurer (HB 1134 – McNeill) was amended 

to remove the section that would repeal any agreements between the retirement system and cities 

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h1030&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h954&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h972&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h169&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=H1023
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h1030&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h1134&submitButton=Go


Page 2 

June 3, 2016 

2016 State Legislative Report #6 

 

to remit the retiree share of health insurance premiums to the City, if the retiree has health 

insurance through the City.  The repeal would have been effective July 1, 2017.  HB 1134 now 

moves to the House Appropriations Committee. 

 

No action has been taken on Repeal House Bill 2 (HB 946 – Jackson / SB 784 – Van Duyn) or 

The Equality for All Act (HB 1078 – Sgro).   
 

Change the Local Option Sales Tax Adjustment Factor (SB 846 – Brown):  Legislation 

would replace the system of local option sales tax adjustment factors for the various counties, 

which range from a low of 0.81 for Columbus County to a high of 1.49 for Dare County, with 

one that uses the development tier system.  Tier one counties, presumably the poorest counties, 

would have a 1.10 factor, tier two counties at 1.00, and tier three counties at 0.90.  Mecklenburg 

County, which currently has a 0.89 factor, would be grouped with other tier three counties at 

0.90.  SB 846 referred to Senate Finance and, if favorable, to Appropriations / Base Budget. 

 

Economic Development 

 

Municipal Service Districts (HB 1023 – Davis / SB 803 – Wade):  HB 1023 signed into law by 

the Governor.  Charlotte Center City Partners worked with the sponsors to draft the legislation. 

 

Economic Development Changes and Study (HB 1029 – S. Martin / SB 810 – Brown):  
Companion legislation recommended by the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on 

Economic Development and Global Engagement that calls for creation of the North Carolina 

Workgroup on Economic Development for Distressed Communities.  The Workgroup shall also 

create a measurement plan with goals, objectives, time frames, and action steps that will assess 

progress toward the overall goal of reducing or eliminating economic distress within North 

Carolina.  HB 1029 was referred to House Commerce and Job Development.  SB 810 was 

referred to Senate Commerce. 

 

Eliminate Use of Development Tiers (HB 1082 – Davis / SB 844 – Hise):  Companion 

legislation recommended by the Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee ends 

the use of the current development tier system and replaces it with an economic distress index 

that uses unemployment, median household income, average wage, and high school graduation 

data.  HB 1082 referred to House Rules.  SB 844 referred to Senate Commerce, if favorable to 

Finance, and if favorable, to Senate Appropriations / Base Budget. 

 

Prosperity & Economic Opportunity for All NC Act (HB 1090 – S. Martin / SB 826 – 

Gunn):  Legislation to enact a number of new economic development programs and tax 

incentives to benefit primarily rural areas.  SB 826 referred to Senate Commerce, if favorable, 

Appropriations / Base Budget, and, if favorable, Finance. 

 

Infrastructure 

 

Terminate Agreement for Tolling of I-77 (HB 954 – Jeter):  was reported out of House 

Transportation and Appropriations, and passed the House on June 2 by vote of 81-27.  It faces an 

uncertain future in the Senate. 

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=H946
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=S784
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h1078&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=S846
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=H1023
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=S803
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=H1029
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=S810
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=H1082
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=S844
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h1090&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/Senate/PDF/S826v1.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h954&submitButton=Go
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Repeal Light Rail Funding Cap (HB 988 – Torbett / SB 857 – McKissick):  Legislation 

recommended by the House Select Committee on Strategic Transportation Planning and Long-

Term Funding to repeal the $500,000 cap on State contributions to new light rail construction 

projects.  HB 988 was incorporated into the House version of HB 1030. 

 

Distribution of Highway Use Tax and Fees (SB 798 – Rabon):  Redirects highway taxes 

collected on short-term lease and rental of automobiles from the State General Fund to the State 

Highway Fund, and earmarks proceeds to be used for prioritized capital improvements to Port 

Authority and public airports.  SB 798 was referred to Senate Transportation and, if favorable, 

Finance. 

 

Environmental & Planning 

 

Regulatory Reduction Act of 2016 (HB 169 – Hager) includes section repealing recycling 

requirements for discarded computer equipment and televisions that is based upon US EPA 

finding that electronics can be safely disposed of in municipal solid waste landfills.  Reported out 

of Senate Commerce and subsequently re-referred to Senate Rules Committee. 

 

Public Safety 

 

Body-Worn & Dashboard Cameras / No Public Records (HB 972 – Faircloth):  Legislation 

recommended by the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Justice and Public Safety to 

establish statewide standards for the release of body-worn and dashboard camera video and 

audio.  HB 972 was referred to House Judiciary II where it will be heard on Tuesday, June 7. 

 

Local Government Immigration Compliance (SB 868 – Sanderson):  SB 868 follows up on 

SL 2015-294 (HB 318) by adding “incentives” for local governments to comply with State 

immigration laws.  If a municipality or county or its law enforcement agency is found to be an 

“affected local government”, which is one that is found to be not in compliance with a State law 

related to immigration, then that affected local government could lose eligibility for receiving 

funds from the Public School Building Capital Fund and Powell Bill programs.  Powell Bill 

funding provides approximately $20 million per year to the City of Charlotte for maintenance of 

local roads and streets.  SB 868 creates a cause of action for any person who resides within the 

jurisdiction of a city, county, or law enforcement agency that the person believes is not in 

compliance with a State law related to immigration to bring an action for declaratory and 

injunctive relief, which must be filed in the Superior Court of Wake County.  SB 868 referred to 

Senate Judiciary II, if favorable, to Finance, and if favorable, to Appropriations / Base Budget. 

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h988&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=s857&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=s798&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h169&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h972&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=s868&submitButton=Go


                               
 

City Council 
Follow-Up Report 

 
June 3, 2016 

 
April 25, 2016 – Council Business Meeting 
 
Train Horn Noise Mitigation 
Staff Resource: Debbie Smith, CDOT, 704-336-3935, dsmith@charlottenc.gov 
 
The Charlotte Department of Transportation (CDOT) staff presented information about train horn noise at the April 25 
Dinner Briefing during which Mayor Pro Tem Lyles requested an update on Asheville’s quiet zone in their River Arts 
District.   
 
CDOT staff spoke with Ken Putnam, Asheville Transportation Director, to learn more about the quiet zone located on 
Lyman Street.  The quiet zone was established in January 2014 and is Asheville’s only quiet zone.  At the time it was 
established, it was the only quiet zone in North Carolina.  New Bern and Rocky Mount had a few “no horn” locations that 
were in place prior to the Federal Rail Administration’s (FRA) Train Horn Rule that was established in 2005.   
 
The Train Horn Rule set national standards for the routine sounding of train horns at public roadway crossings.  The 
Train Horn Rule established a formal process for creating quiet zones.  The FRA requires trains to sound a horn prior to 
crossing a public street.  The horn sound is a specific pattern--two long bursts, followed by one short burst, followed by 
one long burst--and is repeated until the train fully occupies the public street crossing.   
 
There are exemptions to the requirement of regularly sounding the train horn, commonly referred to as a quiet zone, 
that prescribe infrastructure to be in place that is equal to the safety of the train horn.  Asheville’s quiet zone is located 
on Lyman Street, in the River Arts District.  Although many quiet zones include multiple railroad crossings within a 
corridor, Asheville’s quiet zone includes only one crossing.  Lyman Street carries about 3,400 vehicles per day and has a 
posted speed limit of 30 miles per hour.  Norfolk-Southern operates about 14 trains a day in this corridor.   
 
The North Carolina Department of Transportation funded a rail safety project in 2011 to install a four-quadrant gate 
system.   The approximate cost of this system for this crossing was $540,000.This cost is consistent with information 
provided in the April 25 dinner briefing to Council on the cost per crossing for infrastructure to meet the necessary 
safety requirements.  The four-quadrant gate system, along with constant warning time detection and power-out 
indicator, are considered to be the necessary infrastructure to qualify for a quiet zone.     
 
The Lyman Street crossing is located in close proximity to a rail yard where switching and other activities occur.  It is 
important to note the quiet zone only applies to trains approaching and entering the crossing and does not eliminate the 
train horn use within the rail yard.  Mr. Putnam described this location as a “reduced train horn area” as opposed to a 
quiet zone.  He indicated there was still train horn noise from the activity in the rail yard.     
 
Asheville’s cost in the project was approximately $5,600.  According to Mr. Putnam, the City funded $2,800 in signs and 
pavement markings as part of the project.  The cost he reported for an administrative fee to the railroad was about 
$2,800.  The picture of Lyman Street on the next page is courtesy of Mr. Putnam, Asheville Transportation Director.      

mailto:dsmith@charlottenc.gov
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