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INFORMATION: 
 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Storm Water Services Program 
Staff Resource: Jennifer Smith, E&PM, 704-336-7924, jgsmith@charlottenc.gov 
 
At the January 5 Council Workshop, City Storm Water Services staff presented an overview of 
the Storm Water’s programs, policies and practices, information on the current service backlog, 
and an overview of available resources. Raftelis Financial Consultants, the City’s consultant, 
presented findings and recommendations from their review of the Storm Water Services 
program.  In summary, the number of aging, failing pipes, and flooding problems continue to 
outpace available resources, and the backlog of work waiting to be done continues to grow in 
two major programs:  Maintenance and Repairs, and Flood Control. 
 
In response to the growing backlog and the consultant’s findings and recommendations, staff 
will discuss various options for the Budget Committee’s consideration at its meeting on 
February 9 and to Council during the February 25 Budget Workshop. 
 
These options are focused on scaling the resources to match the amount of work to be done or 
scaling back the work to match the current available resources.  Staff will be posing the 
following alternatives for discussion, seeking guidance from the Budget Committee on these 
variables and which scenarios staff should model for Budget Workshops: 
 

• Change the fee structure (currently two rates for detached single family, and a per acre 
of impervious surface charge for all others)  

- Change to four rates for detached single family and a per acre of impervious 
surface for all others, 

- Change to three rates for detached single family and a per acre of impervious 
surface for all others. 

• Consider the amount and frequency of fee increases. For example,  
- Do not increase fees now or in the future, 
- Increase fees based on an index, 
- Increase fees every year, 
- Increase fees every other year,  
- Increase fees every third year. 

• Change Debt service coverage and provide alternative debt funding options 
- Reduce debt service coverage, 
- Use General Obligation bonds paid for with General Fund. 

• Set funding priorities and develop funding strategies for: 
- Maintenance and Repair Projects,  
- C - Low Priority Projects, 
- Flood Control Projects,  
- Water Quality Enhancement Projects,  
- Stormwater improvements within other Community Investment Projects 

(Transportation, Transit, Economic Development and Neighborhoods). 

mailto:jgsmith@charlottenc.gov
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• Revise fee credits and cost sharing programs  
- Lower the fee credit (currently 100%) to better align with program costs, 
- Lower citizen portion of cost share (currently 50%) to increase program 

participation. 
• Change what qualifies for service 

 
Charlotte’s Aging Tree Canopy Coverage 
Staff Resources: Don McSween, EPM, 704-336-5752, dmcsween@charlottenc.gov 
Tim Porter, EPM, 704-201-2071, tporter@charlottenc.gov 
Erin Oliverio, EPM, 704-432-2925, eoliverio@charlottenc.gov 
 
On Saturday, January 24, The Charlotte Observer published an article on the aging Willow Oaks 
in Charlotte’s older neighborhoods.  City Arborist Don McSween was interviewed for the story.  
Other news outlets picked up the story in following days. On Tuesday, January 26, two large 
oaks fell on a house on Linganore Place in Dilworth. The two trees were on private property and 
caused significant damage to the structure.  City staff responded to remove debris from the 
right of way. 
 
During interviews City staff has continued to stress that residents should have their private 
trees inspected by a certified arborist. Staff is reviewing online responses to the Observer article 
whenever a comment cites a specific street tree location, and is following up with an 
inspection. Staff also posted a response to the article encouraging residents to call Landscape 
Management to report concerns about any street tree or tree on public property. 
 
City staff along with our partner TreesCharlotte, will continue to work together to advance 
educational messaging about tree care and maintenance to the citizens of Charlotte.  
 
Semi-annual Report on Disposal of Surplus Personal Property Valued at Less Than $30,000.00 
Staff Resources:  Marie Harris, Management & Financial Services, 704-336-7885, mharris@charlottenc.gov 
Kay Elmore, Management & Financial Services, 704-336-2524, kelmore@charlottenc.gov 

The Shared Services division of Management & Financial Services manages the disposal of the 
City’s end-of-life and surplus property and seeks to maximize the value of this property by 
employing different disposal strategies.  One of the disposal tools approved by City Council is 
permitting Shared Services to declare single items or groups of personal property items valued 
at $30,000 or less as surplus and then to dispose of them through a competitive process.  This 
authority was granted by City Council and provides for a semi-annual reporting of all property 
sold under this authority.  The report attached below details the property sold or exchanged, to 
whom it was sold, or with whom it was exchanged, and the amount of money or other 
consideration received for each sale or exchange for the period 7/1/2014 through 12/31/2014. 
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New Mosaic Tile Art Installation in Government Center Lobby 
Staff Resource: Gina Shell, EPM, 704-336-4648, gshell@charlottenc.gov 
  
Last year the City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, with support from the Knight 
Foundation, commissioned local artist Leslie Scott to create a piece of public art to honor the 
International City/County Management Association's (ICMA) one hundredth anniversary. That 
piece, now completed, has been installed in the lobby of the Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Government Center. Artist Leslie Scott will be the guest speaker Friday evening in conjunction 
with the launch of the yearly National Arts Program exhibit in the Government Center lobby.  
  
The theme of the piece, which is permanently installed on three columns near the Meeting 
Chamber, is the Sourwood tree and its metamorphosis through the changing seasons. The artist 
was inspired by Charlotte's tree canopy; the strength and presence of tall trees like that of 
ICMA after one hundred years. The piece was also participatory, with each of the mosaic tiles 
marked with the name or hometown of an attendee at ICMA's recent centennial conference in 
Charlotte.  
  
In the coming weeks, staff will install a plaque commemorating ICMA's anniversary and 
centennial conference. The City and County will invite officials from ICMA and other partner 
agencies to attend a dedication ceremony in the coming months. Staff will notify Mayor and 
Council once this event is scheduled.  

Charlotte Named Member of Energy Star Certification Nation 2014 
Staff Resource: Laurie Sickles, E&PM, 704-336-4811, lsickles@charlottenc.gov 
 
To celebrate the fifteenth anniversary of ENERGY STAR for Buildings, the Environmental 
Protection Agency has recognized the City of Charlotte as a member of the 2014 ENERGY STAR 
Certification Nation for earning the ENERGY STAR for five of its buildings. On average, ENERGY 
STAR-certified buildings use 35 percent less energy and cause 35 percent fewer greenhouse gas 
emissions than similar buildings. Being named a member of Certification Nation is an 
acknowledgement of the City’s commitment to practicing energy efficiency in its buildings.  

The City’s first certified building was Charlotte Mecklenburg Government Center in 2009. Since 
then, the City has added four more buildings: Old City Hall, Charlotte Water’s Brookshire 
Boulevard administration building, Landscape Management, and the City’s Spratt Street facility. 
All five of these buildings earned Energy Star 2014 Certification, making the City a Certification 
Nation 2014 member. Engineering and Property Management’s robust energy management 
program has improved efficiency across the City’s building portfolio, reduced the City’s energy 
use intensity by 17% percent and saved more than $16.7 million dollars.   

Today, more than 24,000 buildings have earned the ENERGY STAR designation, representing a 
quickly growing national movement to protect the environment through improved energy 
efficiency. More information can be found at www.energystar.gov/CertificationNation 
 

mailto:gshell@charlottenc.gov
mailto:lsickles@charlottenc.gov
http://www.energystar.gov/CertificationNation
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Solid Waste Services Receives Clean Fuels Award 
Staff Resource: Victoria O. Johnson, Solid Waste Services, 704-336-3410, vojohnson@charlottenc.gov 

City of Charlotte Solid Waste Services was among five Centralina Clean Fuels Coalition members 
to be recognized as a NC Smart Fleet for efforts to reduce petroleum usage. Solid Waste 
Services was recognized during the first Southeast Alternative Fuels Conference in Raleigh at 
the end of October. The Clean Fuels Coalition, housed at the Centralina Council of 
Governments, is this region's grassroots initiative of the US Department of Energy's Clean Cities 
Program. It focuses on reducing dependence on petroleum through cost-saving fleet 
improvements. Others recognized included Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, UNC Charlotte, 
Gaston County, and the City of Concord.  
 
Robert Phocas Appointed to Urban Sustainability Directors Network Board 
Staff Resource: Keith Richardson, NBS, 704-336-2573, krichardson@charlottenc.gov   

Rob Phocas, the City’s Energy and Sustainability Manager, has been appointed by his peers to 
the Planning Committee of the Urban Sustainability Directors Network (USDN). Planning 
Committee members serve a two-year term and act as USDN’s Board of Directors. The USDN is 
a peer-to-peer network of local government professionals from over 135 cities across the 
United States and Canada dedicated to creating a healthier environment, economic prosperity, 
and increased social equity. This dynamic network enables sustainability directors and staff to 
share best practices and collaborate to develop and accelerate the application of innovative 
actions across North America. USDN’s ultimate goal is to accelerate effective urban 
sustainability outcomes at scale. 

Building on the strength of direct relationships between members and its established network 
infrastructure, USDN's strategic direction for 2015 will focus on three major components: 

1. Invest to make interactions among sustainability directors easier, more frequent, 
and more collaborative. 

2. Accelerate innovation in urban sustainability. 
3. Create external impact through targeted partnerships and communications. 

The Planning Committee works with USDN staff to guide the development of the Network, and 
works to ensure that members find value from their involvement. There are ten members on 
the committee, who collectively represent a diverse mix of city sizes and locations and who 
individually are committed to contributing to the success of USDN. 
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List of Surplus Property disposed using resolution for disposal valued at less than $30,000

July 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 (fy2015) 

Date Sold Lot # Auction # Property Description Sold To Price Site
7/21/2014 96 380 assorted foreign coins Michael Yaffe $377.00 GovDeals.com
7/22/2014 94 378 foreign coins - canadian Tim Moreau $935.00 GovDeals.com
7/22/2014 95 379 assorted foreign coins Nicholas Luft $502.00 GovDeals.com
7/22/2014 97 381 assorted foreign coins Nicholas Luft $113.11 GovDeals.com
7/22/2014 98 382 misc coins Michael Yaffe $751.00 GovDeals.com
7/22/2014 99 383 misc coins Michael Yaffe $655.92 GovDeals.com
7/22/2014 100 384 misc tokens Michael Earle $17.00 GovDeals.com
7/24/2014 105 389 light bars, controllers, bins seats Bill Moon $327.22 GovDeals.com
7/24/2014 108 392 assorted mats Richard Floyd $90.00 GovDeals.com
7/24/2014 110 394 assorted chairs,tables,etc Richard Floyd $37.00 GovDeals.com
7/25/2014 102 386 fitness equip,banners,pictures Eddie Mann $22.00 GovDeals.com
7/25/2014 107 391 generator/blower (non-running) Gordon Lynn $101.00 GovDeals.com
7/25/2014 109 393 fluorescent lighting Dwayne Heyward $91.00 GovDeals.com
7/26/2014 101 385 rare US coins Robert Taylor $316.00 GovDeals.com
7/28/2014 103 387 lab equip (chromatograph) - CMUD Bilal Celik $1,701.00 GovDeals.com
7/28/2014 104 388 lab equip (spectrometer) - CMUD Ben Shuman $3,503.00 GovDeals.com
7/29/2014 106 390 fire extinguishers Emory Dilbeck $631.00 GovDeals.com
8/1/2014 111 395 foreign coins - canadian William Berkel $1,151.00 GovDeals.com
8/7/2014 112 396 foreign coins - canadian Tim Moreau $828.00 GovDeals.com

8/14/2014 113 397 foreign coins - canadian William Berkel $1,305.00 GovDeals.com
8/20/2014 115 400 chairs Richard Floyd $551.00 GovDeals.com
8/20/2014 116 401 transmitter register meters - CMUD Michel Bayiha $158.99 GovDeals.com
8/21/2014 114 399 assorted cabinets,desks,etc Denny Oyegunle $701.00 GovDeals.com
8/21/2014 117 402 Tripod lights, Big Ed Flash lights, etc. JB Preslar $251.00 GovDeals.com

10/21/2014 120 405 AC refrig handling system Robert Austin $211.12 GovDeals.com
10/22/2014 118 403 tire changer Luke Hunter $1,606.00 GovDeals.com
10/22/2014 119 404 wheel balancer Luke Hunter $1,104.00 GovDeals.com
10/23/2014 121 406 floor jacks Jaclyn Decker $201.00 GovDeals.com
10/23/2014 122 407 wheel dolly,vise,oil filter drain table Jaclyn Decker $51.00 GovDeals.com
11/6/2014 na na muffin monster inline grinders Bio-nomics Services, Inc $2,000.00 Private sale
11/6/2014 na na belt filter press rollers Bio-nomics Services, Inc $450.00 Private sale
11/6/2014 na na conveyer with rollers and belts Bio-nomics Services, Inc $2,000.00 Private sale

11/18/2014 123 408 assorted slot racks, relays, input/output modules John Badgio $1,403.00 GovDeals.com
11/18/2014 124 409 vehicle seats / floor jacks Fernand Martel $201.00 GovDeals.com

11/18/2014 125 410 assorted fire nozzles/pike poles David Rogers $602.97 GovDeals.com
11/18/2014 127 412 assorted lab equipment Alojzy Honorkiewicz $602.00 GovDeals.com
11/18/2014 128 413 assorted chairs Richard Floyd $157.00 GovDeals.com
11/18/2014 129 414 assorted file cabinets, book shelves Richard Floyd $933.00 GovDeals.com
11/18/2014 130 415 assorted desks, tables, etc Richard Floyd $244.99 GovDeals.com
11/18/2014 131 416 assorted transmitter register meters - CMUD James Paluch $1,254.00 GovDeals.com
12/8/2014 126 411 vehicle antennas, VHS tapes (re-auctioned 12/1) Roberto Cedron $394.51 GovDeals.com

Total = $28,531.83
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