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WEEK IN REVIEW: 
 


Mon (Sept 12) Tues (Sept 13) Wed (Sept 14) Thurs (Sept 15) Friday (Sept 16) 
12:00 pm 
Governmental Affairs 
Committee, 
Room 280 
 
3:30 pm 
Transportation and 
Planning Committee,  
Room 280 
 
5:00 pm 
Council Business 
Meeting, 
Room 267 


 12:00 pm 
Economic Development 
Committee, 
Room 280 


7:00 am 
NLC/Siemens Sustainable 
Infrastructure Tour, 
Ritz Carlton 201 East 
Trade Street 


 
 







Mayor and Council Communication 9/13/11 Page 2 


CALENDAR DETAILS: 
 
Monday, September 12 
  12:00 pm Governmental Affairs Committee, Room 280 


AGENDA: Review proposed 2012 state and federal legislative calendars; Federal 
legislative update; Federal legislative issues 


 
  3:30 pm Transportation and Planning Committee, Room 280 
  AGENDA: Committee of 21; Elizabeth Area Plan; Bike Share Program; 2010 


Census Update 
 
  5:00 pm Council Business Meeting, Room 267 
   
Wednesday, September 14 
  12:00 pm Economic Development Committee, Room 280 
  AGENDA: Public/Private Ballantyne Area Infrastructure Project 
  (Formal agendas will be distributed electronically on Monday, September 12) 
 
Thursday, September 15 
  7:00 am NLC/Siemens Sustainable Infrastructure Tour, Ritz Carlton 201 East Trade Street 
 
September and October calendars are attached (see “SeptOct2011Calendar.pdf”) 
 


AGENDA NOTES: 
 
Agenda Item #11 – Center City 2020 Vision Plan 
Staff Resource: Debra Campbell, Planning, 704-336-2671, dcampbell@charlottenc.gov  
 
The Charlotte Center City Vision Plan is on the September 12 agenda for City Council action.  
The Plan was unanimously recommended for City Council approval by the Transportation and 
Planning Committee on August 22.  Since the Committee meeting, there have been some 
minor revisions and suggested changes raised to be added to the document. 
   
ATTACHED (see “2020 Vision Plan TAP.pdf”) is a memo from Committee Chair Howard that 
outlines the proposed changes and a request that Council consider including these changes as 
part of their official action on the Plan. 
 


INFORMATION: 
 
Sept. 15 – Incentive-Based Inclusionary Housing Initiative Public Meeting 
Staff Resources:  Debra Campbell, Planning, 704-336-2671, dcampbell@charlottenc.gov 
Bryman Suttle, Planning, 704-336-8325, bsuttle@charlottenc.gov 
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Pamela J. Wideman, N&BS, 704-336-3488, pwideman@charlottenc.gov 
 
On June 27, 2011, City Council approved the Housing & Neighborhood Development 
Committee’s recommended Incentive-Based Inclusionary Housing Policies Action Plan.  The 
Action Plan outlines both regulatory and financial strategies to encourage the development of 
affordable housing by the private sector.  
 
On September 15, 2011, The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning and Neighborhood & Business 
Services Departments will convene an initial public meeting to provide an overview of Council’s 
adopted action plan that encourages the private sector to voluntarily include affordable 
housing in their developments.  At that meeting, citizens will also be invited to participate in a 
Citizen’s Advisory Group that will be tasked with developing and reviewing several regulatory 
strategies including text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, waiver of certain fees, and 
expediting the permitting process. The meeting will be held at the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Government Center in Room 267 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Sept. 15 – Public Meetings for Improvements to I-485 in South Charlotte  
Staff Resources: Tim Gibbs, CDOT, 704-336-3917, tgibbs@charlottenc.gov   
Robert Cook, CDOT, 704-336-8643, rwcook@charlottenc.gov 
        
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) will hold a Pre-Hearing Open House 
and a Design Public Hearing to discuss improvements to I-485 between I-77 (Exit 67) and 
Johnston Rd. (US 521) (Exit 61) on Thursday, September 15, 2011 in the Hixon Building – 2nd 
floor, located at 13850 Ballantyne Corporate Place.  NCDOT representatives will be available at 
the Pre-Hearing Open House between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. to answer 
questions and receive comments about the project.  Interested citizens may attend at any time 
during the above hours. 
 
A formal presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. The presentation will consist of an explanation of 
the proposed location, design, the state-federal relationship, and right-of-way and relocation 
requirements and procedures. Citizens will have the opportunity to comment or ask questions. 
The presentation and comments will be recorded and a transcript will be prepared. 
 
NCDOT proposes to improve I-485 by adding additional travel lanes for approximately seven 
miles within the existing median between U.S. 521 (Johnston Road) interchange and the I-77 
interchange. The project will include construction of a flyover structure at the U.S. 521 
(Johnston Road) interchange to carry traffic from northbound U.S. 521 to westbound I-485. In 
addition, the project calls for the construction of an auxiliary lane from N.C. 51 to U.S. 521 
(Johnston Road).  The project’s purpose is to increase system capacity and improve efficiency 
on I-485 for local and regional traffic. 
 
A map displaying the location and design of the project and a copy of the environmental 
document (Categorical Exclusion) are available for public review at the offices of the 
Mecklenburg-Union Metropolitan Planning Organization, 600 E. Fourth St., 8th Floor, and at 
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the NCDOT Resident Engineer’s Office located at 12033-C East Independence Blvd.  The map 
may also be viewed by searching for project number R-4902 at:  
http://www.ncdot.org/doh/preconstruct/highway/roadway/hearingmaps_by_county/county/
Mecklenburg.html.  
 
Sept. 22-26 – South Boulevard Road Closure  
Staff Resource:  Gary Stansbury, E&PM, 704-336-2667, gstansbury@charlottenc.gov 
 
South Boulevard will be closed from 8 p.m. Thursday, September 22 until 6 a.m. Monday, 
September 26 to install storm drainage pipes and sanitary sewer lines at the intersection of 
Briabend Drive. This is part of the Conway/Briabend Storm Drainage Improvement Project, 
which is being coordinated with the adjacent Scaleybark Transit Development Streetscape 
Project to minimize traffic disruptions.   
 
South Boulevard traffic will be diverted around the closed section via Old Pineville and 
Woodlawn Roads. A map illustrating the detour is ATTACHED (see “Detour Map.pdf”).  
 
City staff has notified CMPD, CFD, NCDOT and 311 of the closure. Public notices have been sent 
via local media, GovDelivery, and email blasts. Notice of the closure has also been posted on 
CDOT’s website.  
 
Local traffic will have access to businesses within the closure area.  If adverse weather prohibits 
work from being performed during the closure period, citizens and businesses will be notified 
of any new closure dates. 
 
This project will repair existing culverts, storm drainage and channel systems to reduce house 
and street flooding within the area bounded by Scaleybark Road, South Boulevard and 
Woodlawn Road.  
 
Catawba-Wateree Drought Management Group Announces Stage 1 Drought 
Staff Resource: Barry Gullet, Utilities 704-336-4962, bgullet@charlottenc.gov 
 
The Catawba-Wateree Drought Management Advisory Group (CW-DMAG) announced on 
Thursday that recent dry weather has moved the Catawba-Wateree Basin back into Stage 1 
drought of the Low Inflow Protocol (LIP).  
 
Stage 1 is the second of five drought stages outlined in the LIP and recommends voluntary 
water conservation by all water users. CMUD has seen lower water use this summer than 
previous years by customers, indicating that conservation is becoming more ingrained within 
the community. 
 
Lake storage has declined slowly through the summer due to the seasonal increase in lake 
surface evaporation, declining groundwater levels and below-average rainfall.  Stream flows in 
the basin and the U.S. Drought Monitor for the southeast region have also deteriorated steadily, 
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and recent rains from Tropical Storm Lee didn’t improve the drought indicators. 
 
Long range forecasts are mixed, but generally call for conditions that are drier than normal. If 
more consistent and significant rainfall doesn’t occur through the rest of September, CW-DMAG 
may move the basin into Stage 2 drought status in early October. Stage 2 requires water 
customers to reduce outdoor water usage to two days per week.  
 
The LIP is the regional drought management plan that major water users in the Catawba-
Wateree Basin use to share responsibility and set priorities to conserve the limited water supply 
during periods of low inflow. CW-DMAG members receive regular updates and meet at least 
monthly on conditions in the basin. 
 
To learn more about the Catawba-Wateree Basin, local restrictions, and water saving tips, go to 
www.saveyourwater.org, a website provided by the Catawba-Wateree Water Management 
Group.  For more information about the CW-DMAG and the LIP, visit www.duke-
energy.com/lakes/cwdmag.asp. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
City Council Follow-Up Report (see “CouncilFollowUp.pdf”) 
 
Contents include: 
--Miracle House of Hope  
 
June 6 Governmental Affairs Committee Summary (see “GAC 06 06 2011 Meeting 
Summary.pdf”) 
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CITY COUNCIL OFFICE 


M E M O R A N D U M 
 


September 9, 2011 


 


TO:   Mayor & City Council 


 


FROM:  David Howard, Chair 


  City Council Transportation & Planning Committee 


   


SUBJECT: Center City 2020 Vision Plan (Final Draft – July 2011)-Public Stakeholder Comments 


 
The Project Management Team received and evaluated the following public comments related to the 


Center City 2020 Vision Plan subsequent to the August 22 City Council Planning & Transportation 


Committee meeting when we unanimously approved forwarding the Plan to you to consider adoption.   


 


In RED, below each comment, is the new recommended language to be included in the Plan.  The 


Planning & Transportation Committee has reviewed the additional and revised recommendations and 


supports including them in the Plan as amendments to consider at our meeting on September 12.  Please 


contact me if you have questions or need additional information. 


 


GENERAL COMMENTS 


 


Joe Piemont – President & COO, Carolinas Healthcare 


 The consultants should look into refining the recommendation for a Charlotte Medical School to 


indicate that CMC has established one in collaboration with UNC Chapel Hill. 


Page 59 – Change title of UC-3c to:  Continue to develop and promote the growth of the UNC Chapel 


Hill medical school. 


 


Jerry Clark 


 A significant amount of time, energy, thought and money has already been invested in studying the 


viability of expanding the existing aquatics center to draw major age group, US Masters, collegiate 


and professional swimming events to Charlotte. 


 Proven support exists for a second 50-meter pool. 


 Requests that the language of the Plan not be general but be specific to an enlarged aquatics center 


that will be funded through a collaboration between Mecklenburg County and private investment. 


Page 67 – Insert text to DC-2b.  A significant amount of time, energy, thought and money has 


already been invested in studying the viability of expanding the existing aquatics center to draw major 


age group, US Masters, collegiate and professional swimming events to Charlotte. 


 


 







Danny Morrison & Richard Thigpen – NFL Carolina Panthers 


 Plan should recognize the role of Bank of America Stadium in Uptown: 


- Destination for visitors that would not normally come to Uptown or Charlotte. 


- Economic development in terms of need for new hotels and revenue for bars/restaurants.  


 Incorporate the idea of a “Stadium in a Park” by utilizing existing green space around the stadium and 


link Frazier Park and greenways to the stadium. 


Page 123 – Recommendation “f”.   Reinforce the „Stadium in the Park.‟  Since 1996, thousands of 


fans who may not have otherwise visited Uptown, have enjoyed the urban experience through attending 


NFL Carolina Panthers games at Bank of America Stadium.  In addition to fans’ renewed interest in their 


downtown, the franchise has also contributed significant economic impact and brought national 


recognition to the city.    


The stadium has also had a positive visual impact on Third Ward as the trees and vegetation surrounding 


the building have grown and flourished into a lush park-like setting.   Expanding this green space and 


linking it to existing parks and greenways should be explored. 


 


CCCP Comments 


 Eliminate DSE – 2b:  Attract a new Uptown shopping center. 


 


Councilman David Howard 


 Gateway Center and the Charlotte Transit Center (CTC) - There are several mentions in the 


document of redeveloping the CTC. I am not sure that should be a priority focus for two reasons.  


First, this will be very hard financially as long as there are still many surface parking lots in Uptown, 


including several near the CTC. Until those lots are gone, it will be financially problematic to redo the 


Transit Center. Once the surface lots are mostly gone, land prices will shoot up and may make the 


Transit Center land valuable enough to make it financially feasible to redevelop with an appropriate 


amount of City financial support. Second, and perhaps more importantly, the focus of the City should 


be on the new Gateway Center Transit Hub. In that case, you are starting from the ground up (which 


is easier), and in the long run, the Gateway Center is more important than the CTC. While both are 


important hubs, the CTC only serves local lines, while the Gateway Center will serve both local lines 


and two important Inter-city modes (high speed rail and mass transit to the airport). While not ideal, 


the CTC is functional, and any City resources focused on these two hubs  


should go to Gateway Center for the time being.  


Page 163 - Revise Priority Action 13.  Title would be changed from “CTC Redevelopment” 


to “Charlotte Gateway Station.”  New language would reflect that Gateway Station, like the airport, 


should be an economic development catalyst and a prominent, memorable access portal to Charlotte, 


as well as new major employment center.  The development of the CTC would be referenced as being 


developed after Gateway Station is under construction or complete. 


 Norris/Matheson is currently the only East/West Connector that takes you all the way from Statesville 


Avenue to NoDa. Since one of the major problems with North End is the lack of East/West 


connection because of rail lines, maybe it should be better highlighted on this map.  


Page 46 – The Norris/Matheson connector will be highlighted as a mixed use employment area on the 


North End map.   


 


Additional minor grammatical edits, clarifications and revisions to maps and graphics are not included 


here, but will be forwarded to the consultant team to be corrected. 


 


c: Curt Walton, City Manager 


 Jim Schumacher, Assistant City Manager 


 Debra Campbell, Planning Director 








 








                      
 


City Council 
Follow-Up Report 


 
September 9, 2011 


 


August 22 – Citizens’ Forum 
 
Miracle House of Hope 
Staff Resource: Deputy Chief Harold Medlock, CMPD, 704-432-0379, hmedlock@cmpd.org 


At Council’s August 22 meeting, supporters of the Miracle House of Hope at 1744 Wilmore Drive 
spoke to Council regarding what they perceive to be harassment from CMPD officers.  City Council 
requested a report on the allegations from the supporters.   


The Miracle House of Hope was founded by Bruce Little as a place where individuals can live while 
recovering from alcohol or drug addiction.  Mr. Little feels that harassment from police officers 
began when he established the Miracle House of Hope in the Wilmore neighborhood. Two police 
officers own a home in the Wilmore neighborhood.  One of the officers was familiar with Mr. Little 
through his prior involvement with CMPD and was aware that Mr. Little’s driver’s license had been 
revoked.  On several occasions in 2009, the officer saw Mr. Little driving through the neighborhood.  
The officer eventually had warrants served on Mr. Little for driving with a revoked license and a 
fictitious tag.  Mr. Little interpreted that as harassment.   There was an instance in June of 2011 
when the two officers drove by the Miracle House of Hope on their way to work, and Mr. Little and 
members of his church yelled at the officers and clapped as they drove by.  On June 24 of this year, 
Mr. Little walked up and down in front of one of the officers’ home for approximately one hour, 
taking pictures of the residence. 
 
The complaints from Miracle House of Hope residents are focused on tickets that members of the 
group have received for soliciting in roadways and medians.  The group solicits for donations all over 
the city and has been seen by officers in areas including Cotswold, West Boulevard and I-77, West 
Boulevard and South Tryon, the Ayrsley shopping center, and the University City area.  CMPD 
officers have encountered the group at a number of locations and have responded to calls for 
service regarding their solicitations in a number of patrol divisions. The calls for service have 
indicated that their behavior has been aggressive and has included knocking on car windows. 
 
Officers have issued citations to group members at various locations throughout the city.  At least 
eight citations were issued between June 18 and August 22.  In all cases, the Miracle House of Hope 
members were given verbal warnings prior to being cited and were ticketed only after failing to 
heed the officers’ warnings that they were in violation of the law.  All of the citations were based on 
violation of the city ordinance regarding solicitation from the street or median.  None were based 
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on the type of literature distributed by the group.  Officers are now using their in-car cameras to 
document encounters with Miracle House of Hope supporters. 
 
Sgt. Bill Cunningham of the Central Division met with Mr. Little and his parishioners at the Miracle 
House of Hope the week of June 24.  Sgt. Cunningham explained the laws relating to soliciting on 
streets and medians and provided them with a copy of the City ordinance.  Mr. Little and his 
supporters were given an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback.  The meeting has not 
resulted in any behavior change by members of the group. 
 
In several instances, officers did confiscate the funds collected, plastic buckets, pamphlets, and ID 
badges and turned them into Property Control as evidence.  The Police Attorney’s Office advises 
that it is permissible to seize items that were used in commission of an offense.  All of the items are 
appropriately documented on property sheets and copies of those sheets were given to the 
individuals from whom the items were seized.  There are some discrepancies between the literature 
distributed by the Miracle House of Hope and the statements of its followers.  The literature 
indicates that residents may stay at the house for free while fighting addiction.  At least one of the 
group members who was issued a citation told the officers that residents of the Miracle House of 
Hope must raise $45.00 per day for their room and board and are allowed to keep any funds raised 
over that amount. 
 
Despite repeated warnings and a meeting with CMPD, the residents of the Miracle House of Hope 
continue to violate the law.  Police encountering them in violation of the law or responding to 
citizen calls for service regarding their behavior will continue to issue citations as they do to any 
other individual or group in violation of the ordinance. 
 
City staff will ensure that Mr. Little and his associates also receive this information. 
 
 
 








 
 


 


 
Charlotte City Council 


Governmental Affairs 


                           Committee 
Meeting Summary for June 06, 2011 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 


 


 COMMITTEE AGENDA TOPICS  
 


I. Subject: Federal Update 


 Action: None. 


 


II. Subject: State Update 


 Action: None. 


 


V. Subject: Hot Topics 


 Action: None. 


 


VI. Subject: Next Meeting 


 Action: Monday, September 12 at Noon in Room 280 


    


COMMITTEE INFORMATION  
 


Present:  Nancy Carter, Andy Dulin and Patrick Cannon 


Absent:  Warren Turner  


Time:   4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


 


ATTACHMENTS 
 


1.  Agenda Package 


2.  Handouts
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 DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS   
 


 


Committee Discussion: 


 


Council member Carter welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked those in attendance 


to introduce themselves.   


I. Federal Update  


 


Holland & Knight  


Representative of Holland & Knight, Rich Gold, joined the Committee meeting 


via conference call. 


 


Mr. Gold relayed that right now the issue is waiting to see if in the Budget 


Agreement all 12 bills move through the House and it will depend on what 


happens with the President’s negotiation deals.  There will be an anticipated 


deficit of a trillion dollars and a lot of painful decisions by party leaders will have 


to be made.  Mr. Gold was not sure how much this would impact Light Rail 


funding.  There will definitely be a significantly scaled down Transportation 


budget.  Transportation Reauthorization won’t get done this fiscal year.  


 


II. State Update 


[Memorandum Handout] 


State Budget 


House concurred with changes made to budget by Senate: major interest 


points for the City in the budget include: 


Funding appropriated for NCDOT to commit to state share of Blue Line 


Extension and budget does not include any provisos that create any 


conditions prior to NCDOT entering into Full Funding Grant Agreement 


with City for Blue Line extension and Red Line Commuter Rail projects. 


Powell Bill funds to be paid to cities in two equal installments on October 


1 and January 1 instead of one payment on October 1. 


Reduces funding for CATS statewide Maintenance Assistance Program 


(SMAP) payments by 6%. 


Will require NCDOT to consult with the Joint Legislative Commission on 


Governmental Operations before accepting federal rail funds if the 
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required state matching funds or future annual maintenance costs are 


reasonably expected to exceed $3 million, and seek approval of the 


General Assembly if costs are expected to exceed $5 million; caveat 


allows NCDOT to accept funds if 30 days have passed since consultation 


with the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations and 


General Assembly has not acted upon request. 


Trial Court Administrator positions in 10 districts including Mecklenburg 


are funded. 


Mobility Fund budgeted in FY12, but FY13 and FY14 funding directed to 


DOT Prioritization Reserve Fund while criteria for program is 


reformulated; budget also has language favoring projects that qualify for 


Congestion relief and Intermodal Funding in the process; the intent is for 


General Assembly to approve funding formula and projects chosen. 


If Governor vetoes the budget bill, then the bill will be returned to the 


House of Representatives where 3/5 of present and voting members can 


vote to override the veto; if the House votes to override the veto, the bill 


will then be sent back to the Senate where 3/5 of present and voting 


members must also vote to override the veto before the bill can become 


law. 


   


 Developing Issues 


Ecosystem Enhancement Program Changes – SB 425 makes a number of changes 


to the Ecosystem enhancement Program (EEP) administered by the Department of 


Environmental and Natural Resources (DENR); among the changes is a provision 


that favors the purchase of wetland mitigation credits from privately owned 


mitigation banks over publicly owned mitigation banks, such as the one owned by 


the City of Charlotte.  Staff is engaged in negotiations with sponsor to ensure City 


Charlotte is not impacted by bill; trying to get exempted 


No High Speed Rail – HB 422 is the legislation that would require NCDOT to 


consult with the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations 


before accepting federal rail funds.  Bill is still technically alive and we will be 


moving forward with high speed rail. 


Admissions Ticket Reform Act – HB 308 is opposed by 14 organizations.  This 


Legislation sought by ticket resellers StubHub and Ticket Network to gain entry 


into North Carolina market; in process, would impose additional costs on current 


ticket office operations, including venues operated by Charlotte Regional Visitors 


Authority.  The Bill also raises competitive barrier to acts booking in North 
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Carolina by requiring disclosure of proprietary information not required in other 


States; Columbia, SC will gain a considerable advantage if this bill passes.   


 


 Legislative Agenda 


Annexation – HB 845 is the House annexation reform package; according to 


NCLM, bill includes language requiring local governments to pay the full cost of 


water and sewer hook-ups to every residence.  NCLM has been taking the lead on 


this.  


Courts Funding – Budget funds Trial Court Administrators positions in 10 


districts including Mecklenburg. 


Mobility Fund – Budget funds Mobility Fund in FY12, but directs FY13 and 


FY14 funding to DOT Prioritization Reserve Fund while criteria for program is 


reformulated;  Budget also has language favoring projects that quality for 


Congestion Relief and Intermodal Funding in the process; intent is for General 


Assembly to approve funding formula and projects chosen. 


Local Revenue Sources for Roads and Transit – Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Other Bills Being Watched 


 


Roadside Campaign Signs – SB 315, trying to allow City to exempt itself from 


this Bill which enacts statewide standards for placement of campaign sign in 


state's right-of-way from 30 days before election to 10 days after the campaign; 


referred to state Transportation; proposed committee substitute reported on May 


18; local governments requesting amendment to allow cities to exempt themselves 


this bill due to confusion over common boundaries of state and city rights-of-way, 


re-referred to Senate Finance. 


 


Fire Separation Allowance – SB 350 has been revamped entirely and not very 


clear now.  Legislation would require the local Government Employees’ 


Retirement System to provide an annual separation allowance to eligible retired 


firefighters; this would be in addition to all other currently provided benefits; 


fiscal impact is being determined at this time; trying to understand rationale 


behind the Bill.  A similar allowance for retired police officers cost the City 


approximately $3.9 million per year; referred to Senate Pensions, Retirement & 


Aging; it is understood this bill will be overhauled significantly and will be heard 


June 8
th


. 
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III. Hot Topics - None 


 


 


IV. Next Meeting 


 


Monday, September 12, Noon in Room 280 
(2


nd
 Monday of the month) 





