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WEEK IN REVIEW: 
 


Mon (May 2)  Tues (May 3)  Wed (May 4)  Thurs (May 5)  Fri (May 6) 
4:00 PM 
Governmental 
Affairs Committee,  
Room 280 
 
5:00 PM 
Council Workshop, 
Room 267 
 
7:30 PM 
Citizens’ Forum, 
Room 267 


1:30 PM 
Redistricting 
Committee, CMGC 
8th Floor 
Innovation Station 


NCLM Town Hall Day, 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


3:00 PM 
Community Safety 
Committee, Room 
280 


 
 


 







CALENDAR DETAILS: 
 
Monday, May 2 
  4:00 pm  Governmental Affairs Committee, Room 280 
    AGENDA: Federal Update; State Update; NCLM Town Hall Day; Hot Topics 
   
  5:00 pm  Council Workshop, Room 267 
   
  7:30 pm  Citizens’ Forum, Room 267 
 
Tuesday, May 3 
  1:30 pm  Redistricting Committee, CMGC 8th Floor Innovation Station 
 
Wednesday, May 4 
  NCLM Town Hall Day, Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Thursday, May 5 
  3:00 pm  Community Safety Committee, Room 280 
    AGENDA: Noise Ordinance; Airport Taxi Service Request for Proposal 
 
May and June calendars are attached (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT). 
 


INFORMATION: 
 
May 9 – Hagler Community Policing Leadership Award Recognition 
Staff Resource: Captain Michelle Hummel, CMPD, 704‐579‐1647, mhummel@cmpd.org  
Carrie Lynch, Corporate Communications, 704‐336‐5863, clynch@charlottenc.gov 
 
The Hagler Community Policing Leadership Award is an annual award that acknowledges an 
employee whose community policing leadership efforts entitle special recognition. The award is 
sponsored by the Charlotte‐Mecklenburg Police Department and the Burnette Nobles Board in 
honor of retired CMPD Sergeant Donnie Hagler, the pioneer of “community policing” in 
Charlotte. CMPD sworn employees are nominated by their co‐workers and supervisors. The 
winner is selected by a panel of judges that worked for Sergeant Hagler in the early years of 
community policing.  
 
Officer Daniel Hernandez of the Independence Division was selected as the recipient of the 
2011 Hagler Community Policing Leadership Award. Hernandez has been with the Charlotte‐ 
INFORMATION (continued): 
 
Mecklenburg Police Department for ten years and was nominated by Captain Lisa Goelz for his 
tireless dedication to the Latino Community.  
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Officer Hernandez will be recognized by City Council and the Burnette Nobles Board at the May 
9 City Council meeting. 
 
May 9 – City Employee of the Year Award Recognition 
Staff Resource: Anna Ellis, Human Resources, 704‐336‐6509, aellis@charlottenc.gov  
Carrie Lynch, Corporate Communications, 704‐336‐5863, clynch@charlottenc.gov 
 
The Employee of the Year Award is a 48‐year‐old City tradition that acknowledges an employee 
whose efforts, ideas, suggestions and courtesy in job performance entitle special recognition. 
The award is sponsored by The Employers Association and recipients are nominated by their co‐
workers and selected by an independent panel of judges. Charlotte‐Mecklenburg Utilities’ 
Franklin Water Treatment Plant Mechanic Don Gariepy was selected as the 2010 Employee of 
the Year. Don has been with Utilities since 2007 and was recognized by the selection committee 
for his contributions over and above his job requirements.  
 
Don will be recognized by City Council and the Employers Association at the May 6th Employee 
Coffee and at the May 9th City Council meeting. 
 
Airport Rooftop Solar Project Update 
Staff Resource: Jerry Orr, Aviation, 704‐359‐4006, tjorr@charlotteairport.com 
 
On April 16th, a fire occurred on the rooftop of the solar panel project at the National Gypsum 
wallboard plant located in Mount Holly.  This rooftop solar panel system is part of Duke 
Energy’s distributed solar program, and was installed by Narenco.  The fire is under 
investigation and the project has been shut down.  Narenco is the same designer and 
constructor of the Airport’s rooftop solar system, located at the CLT Center on Wilkinson 
Boulevard.   
 
The Airport has  requested  an  immediate  inspection of  its rooftop  solar panel  system by  the 
consulting electrical group, Optima Engineering, in concert with Duke Energy.   The inspection will 
be  conducted  by  the  end  of  this week.  The  Airport’s  rooftop  solar  system  began  operating 
December 29, 2010. 
 
Meter Pilot Project and Communications Set to Begin 
Staff Resource: Barry Gullet, Utilities, 704‐391‐5098, bgullet@charlottenc.gov 
 
Utilities will begin work on the first of two approved meter pilot projects on Friday, May 6, 
2011. Scheduled to take place in the Hidden Valley (Charlotte) and River Run (Davidson) 
neighborhoods, the first pilot will test the Itron 100W data logger transmitter. Hidden Valley  
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INFORMATION (continued): 
 
and River Run were chosen for the pilot because of their different water use patterns and 
because baseline data was established in both neighborhoods during last summer’s meter 
equipment audit. 
 
Postcards announcing the pilot will be sent to residents in these neighborhoods beginning 
today (Friday, April 29). Signs will be posted in the neighborhood, and door hangers will also be 
used to help notify the roughly 1,500 customers about the work being done at their meter box. 
Additional information will also be posted on the Utility website. It is expected that installation 
work will be completed by July 2011 for this first pilot, with engineering analysis continuing for 
at least six months after installation.  
 
The testing of 100W meter transmitters in Hidden Valley and River Run marks a first step 
toward real‐time, continuous meter reading. Because 100Ws capture and store water usage 
data at a more frequent interval, water customers could eventually have access to far more 
information about their water usage. The pilot will also help the utility evaluate compatibility 
with existing infrastructure and develop a long term meter reading plan.  
 
A similar pilot study testing the Bader Orion data logger is scheduled for September for Faires 
Farm (Charlotte) and Peninsula (Cornelius) neighborhoods.  
 
Attached (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT) is the meter pilot project postcard.  
 
  
Revision to HIDTA (High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area) Grant Budget 
Staff Resource: Greg Crystal, CMPD, 704‐336‐5220, gcrystal@cmpd.org 
 
At the February 28 City Council meeting, Council approved a grant from the Office of National 


h a 


 the original agenda item, CMPD estimated that the FY11 HIDTA funds would be 
ence of 


011 Street Resurfacing Information


Drug Control Policy to implement a High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area for Mecklenburg, 
Gaston, and Union Counties.  The grant funds will be used to target black tar heroin throug
task force comprised of officers from the three participating agencies. 
 
In
approximately $73,500.  The actual grant funds received were $112,500.  The differ
$39,000 will be appropriated in the FY11 wind‐up ordinance in June.  
 
 


 
  
2  
taff Resources: Layton Lamb, CDOT, 704‐336‐5128, llamb@charlottenc.govS   


jones@charlottenc.govCharles Jones, CDOT, 704‐336‐8334, cl   


 for the 2011 paving season 
 
Contractors and City forces will begin street resurfacing efforts
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b
approximately 86 miles of City maintained roadways. The list of streets to be resurfaced wil
posted on the City’s website for review by citizens.   
 


eginning the week of May 1, 2011.  This year there are two resurfacing contracts to pave 
l be  


eparation including the adjustment of 
anholes, milling of the pavement surface, or removal of substandard pavement.  Contractors 


e 


 contact 


Resurfacing can require several stages of roadway pr
m
and City staff will work with residents on affected streets to minimize disruptions and ensur
access to property while resurfacing work is conducted.  Residents will be notified via 
informational signs posted in neighborhoods 24 hours in advance of resurfacing work.  These 
informational signs provide general information regarding a paving schedule as well as
information for questions and concerns.  
 
April 29 State Legislative Update 
Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office, 704.336.2009, dfenton@charlottenc.gov 
 
Attached (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT) is the April 29 State Legislative Update.  Changes 
om the last update are denoted in bold face type. 


pril 27 Metropolitan Transit Commission Meeting Summary


fr
 
 
 
A  
taff Resource:  Carolyn Flowers, CATS, 704‐336‐3855, cflowers@charlottenc.govS  
  


Plan (CIP)


At its meeting on Wednesday, April 27, 2011, the MTC took action on two items: 
 


FY2012‐13 Transit Operating Budget and FY2012‐16 Transit Capital Improvement   
 two‐year Transit Operating Budget and five‐year Transit Capital Improvement Plan have 


l 


anged. 
t 
r 


 


FORMATION (continued): 


The
three major risk factors: fuel prices, sales tax revenue and funding uncertainties with federa
and state financial partners. Staff will monitor these risk factors and budgetary impacts. The 
budget included a proposed revision in the fare discount program for the Employee 
Transportation Coordinator (ETC) and non‐profit programs; however, staff can manage the 
budgetary impact if the fare discount program for non‐profit programs remains unch
MTC members voted unanimously to adopt the revision in the ETC fare discount program bu
not for non‐profits. The FY2012‐13 Transit Operating Budget was passed unanimously. Mayo
Foxx recused himself from the FY2012‐16 Transit CIP vote for buses, which passed unanimously
among the remaining members. MTC members unanimously passed the remainder of the CIP. 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
IN
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State Full Funding Grant Agreement (SFFGA) for LYNX Blue Line Extension (BLE) 
n SFFGA provides state matching funds for New Starts fixed guideway projects. It is executed 


ement (FEIS) 
 


 the 


A
on a project’s completion of FTA’s approval of a Final Environmental Impact Stat
and issuance of a Record of Decision. The North Carolina SFFGA for the BLE will demonstrate to
FTA that CATS has secured a commitment for required non‐federal funding for the project, 
along with the local funding component. The actual share will be determined at the end of 65 
percent Preliminary Engineering. NCDOT’s Early Letter of Commitment will be included with
Final EIS documentation. MTC members unanimously approved negotiation and execution of 
the SFFGA, and authorized CATS CEO to coordinate the SFFGA with the Charlotte City Council. 
 
CATS CEO Report 
Under the CEO’s report, Carolyn Flowers discussed: 


al Service Impacts: 
nty about possible funding elimination for 


press. The Union County Board of Commissioners budget  


 


 Celanese Express was funded 100% by Rock 
ill and York County, as well as a grant from FTA and SC DOT. The contract to 


 


b. 
taff will present procurements for bus parts and a renewal of the CTC lease to 


il on May 9. CATS’ budget will be presented to Charlotte’s City 
rse 


elevant to CATS are that proposed cuts to State Operating Assistance have been 


 charter so the City 
an enter into a Design‐Build, Design‐Build‐Operate, Design‐Build‐Maintain or  


 
 
FORMATION (continued): 


 


a. Region
CATS has received notice from Union Cou
route 74X Union County Ex
workshop is April 28. Forty‐three 74X riders attended an April 13 public meeting to 
speak in support of the route. Staff compiled and sent their comments to the Union  
County Commissioners, who will make a decision about funding the route once they
have approved their County budget. 
 
The first year of service for Route 78X
H
continue service for FY2012 will not be renewed due to budgetary reasons. Sarah 
Nuckles has offered a proposal to serve the riders. Staff will investigate how to
provide riders transit alternatives. 
 
Legislative Actions: 
S
Charlotte City Counc
Council on May 23 for their approval, as well as acceptance of a Job Access Reve
Commute (JARC) New Freedom grant to fund new shopper service in the Mint Hill 
area and to renew the contract with Center City Partners for the Gold Rush service. 
 
The legislature continues to develop the state’s budget. Recent developments 
r
reduced to only 4%, and that the state has retained restoration of New Starts 
funding in the budget, but at lower levels than in the past. 
 
City staff have worked with legislative members to amend the
c


IN







Mayor and Council Communication  4/29/11  Page 7 


Design‐Build‐Operate‐Maintain contract, but the legislative draft recently circulated 
id not include the financing option, so Design‐Build‐Operate‐Maintain is not 


dges 


tive items of interest are SB666 and HB399 legislation, which would put 
 15‐cent cap on the wholesale component of fuel. The Metro Mayors Association 


 
  


s 


c. 
ales tax receipts in the past two months show signs of recovery, putting CATS on 


budget projections. Ridership is higher than projected, with  


d. s: 
s. Flowers met with the NC Board of Transportation Multimodal Committee in 


ereira and John Muth, CATS Deputy Director, with the support of 
it 


own Hall Day is next week in Raleigh. Staff will provide information if needed to 
mbers on transportation issues. 


send information on activities surrounding 
hat event. The American Lung Association recently released its State of the Air 


gnized CATS as its Employer of 
he Year. 


aintenance Roadeo and Rail Rodeo skill competitions were held in April. 
he Bus and STS Operator Roadeo was postponed due to weather and has been  


INFORMAT


d
included yet. However, other projects of interest included are energy conservation 
and efficiency, heavy rail transportation facilities, railroad parking garages, bri
and roads.  
 
Other legisla
a
estimates the budgetary impact would be in neighborhood of $250 million. This 
could affect road projects and future allocations to State assistance and New Starts
projects such as the BLE and perhaps funding for the Red Line also. Staff has been
asked if MTC wants to take a position, since many municipalities and agencies have  
taken a position. Triangle Transit has signed on in opposition. Commissioner Robert
motioned to oppose the legislation, with Mr. Rose seconding. The motion to oppose 
the legislation passed unanimously. 
 
Budget and Ridership: 
S
track to make mid‐year 
the last two months showing significant increases, trending at 2% higher on a year‐
to‐date basis. 
 
Legislative Trip
M
Raleigh with Ms. P
John Collett. Staff also met with members of the Mecklenburg delegation to solic
continued transit support in the budget, and met with NCDOT to discuss commuter 
rail and New Starts projects. 
 


e. Other: 
T
MTC me
 
Next Friday is Clear the Air Day. Staff will 
t
report; Charlotte scored an F in the ozone category. 
 
WTS, the Women’s Transportation Seminar, has reco
t
 
The Bus M
T
ION (continued): 
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rescheduled for May 14. The Bus Maintenance team will advance to the national 
ompetition in Memphis; the Rail Rodeo team can advance to the national 


C 
  


er 
00,000 miles traveled, and trending well on worker’s comp and overall 


 and 


 
The next M  at 5:30 p.m. 


T): 


c
competition in Boston if funding can be found. The teams will be introduced to MT
members at a later meeting. Charlotte will host the national bus Roadeo in 2015.
 
Performance indicators for operators are tracking very well in terms of accidents p
1
performance. Staff will update MTC members on the indicators at a future meeting. 
Good performance in these indicators is important for safety and security
lowers risk management costs. 


TC meeting will be May 25, 2011
 
ATTACHMENTS (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEF
 
April 11 Governmental Affairs Committee Summary 
 
 





		 Friday, April 29, 2011  

		WHAT’S INSIDE:         Page       

		CALENDAR DETAILS:






 
 


 


 
Charlotte City Council 


Governmental Affairs 


                           Committee 
Meeting Summary for April 11, 2011 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 


 


 COMMITTEE AGENDA TOPICS  
 


I. Subject: Federal Update 


 Action: None. 


 


II. Subject: National League of Cities Congressional City Conference 


 Action: None. 


 


III. Subject: State Update 


 Action: None. 


 


V. Subject: Hot Topics 


 Action: None. 


 


VI. Subject: Next Meeting 


 Action: Monday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 280 


    


COMMITTEE INFORMATION  
 


Present:  Nancy Carter, Andy Dulin and Patrick Cannon 


Absent:  Warren Turner  


Time:   2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


 


ATTACHMENTS 
 


1.  Agenda Package 


2.  Handouts
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 DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS   
 


 


Committee Discussion: 


 


Council member Carter welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked those in attendance 


to introduce themselves.   


I. Federal Update  


 


Holland & Knight  


Representative of Holland & Knight, Rich Gold, joined the Committee meeting 


via conference call. 


 


Mr. Gold relayed that right now there’s not much regarding the FY 2011 process, 


which concluded late Friday.  We are under a one-week continuing resolution 


while the bill gets finalized this week and then passed by the House probably on 


Thursday and the Senate on Friday.  Generally the contours are there will be about 


$16 – $20 billion less in domestic discretionary spending than the Federal 


Government spent in FY 2010, but to give some context, it’s still probably about 


$50 billion more than FY 2009.  These are big cuts and they will impact most 


domestic programs, but you are talking about cuts that will still have the 


Government running at a significantly higher level than years past.  We don’t have 


any information on specific programs at this time.  The President specifically 


noted that high priority projects like High Speed Light Rail are pretty much taken 


care of and it is assumed that they will take some cuts, but not as big a cut as some 


of the other programs.  Once all the details are in there will be a detailed analysis 


given to the Committee.  Spring recess is coming up, but before they go, the 


House will present their FY 2012 budget on Friday.  Another issue we have to 


deal with is the Debt Limit, which will probably come up sometime between 


Memorial Day and the 4
th


 of July recess and that will probably be used by the 


parties as another opportunity to make progress on some of their issues. 


 


Committee Chair Carter, on behalf of Council, asked about education cuts as they 


go into their Budget Sessions.  She asked specifically about SRO’s and School 


Crossing Guards and would like to know what is being cut from the State’s 


budget.  The Mayor would like supporting the school system to be a priority.  She 


asked if we could get information flowing that way as well.  Patrick Cannon asked 


about grants that may be available from the Department of Justice or other entities 


within the Federal Government; wanted to know if our school system would be 


eligible for any of those grants.  Mr. Gold stated that the dollars were extremely 


limited, but he would certainly look into it.  Dana and Mr. Gold will follow up.   
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Dana stated that last month we talked about securing the federal grant for security 


for the DNC next year.  At the State level, we will have to seek legislation to 


authorize the Police Department to hire, on a temporary basis, other law 


enforcement officers from other states to help provide security for the convention. 


 The issue we are having is that in the State, the authority to do this is very murky, 


that’s why we need to seek legislation.    


 


II. State Update 


[Memorandum Handout] 


Governor Purdue released recommended FY 2012 and FY 2013 budgets on 


February 18.  State is facing a $2.4 billion dollar deficit for FY 2012 and $2.0 


billion for FY 2013.  Budget closes gap by reducing spending by $3.2 billion and 


netting additional 1.4 billion in “revenue changes”; among changes is 


continuation of 0.75% of the 1% temporary state sales tax implemented in 2009 


and reduction of the corporate income tax rate from 6.9% to 4.9%; included in the 


reductions are elimination of 10,000 state positions. The House and 


Appropriations subcommittees have been hearing presentations from state staff 


and will be considering ways to shift monies to address specific issues.  


Transportation subcommittees are examining how to fill a $300 million 


maintenance funding shortfall including considering cancellation of two turnpike 


authority projects ( Garden Parkway and Mid-Currituck Bridge) and shifting gap 


funding to maintenance accounts; other projects could be at risk; the North 


Carolina Department of Transportation Public Transportation Division presented 


its budgetary needs to the joint subcommittees on Wednesday, March 9; including 


information on the Blue Line Extension.   


Motor Fuels Excise Tax (aka “Gas Tax) 


Two bills introduced that would impact motor fuels excise tax collections are HB 


399 (McElraft) and SB 235 (Rouzer); HB 399 would cap the gas tax at 32.5 cents 


per gallon and would require reduction in expenditures over next ten years of 


$977 million.  The impact to Mecklenburg County would be approximately $34 


million, which includes repaving road and $2.3 million in Powell bill funding for 


local governments.  SB 235 would eliminate the motor gas tax and make up the 


difference by repealing various tax credits and other expenditures that are not yet 


identified in the legislation.  No action has taken place on these bills, but it is 


possible the proposed budgets of the House and Senate could contain language 


capping or eliminating the gas tax. 
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Highway Equity Formula (HB 635 – Murray) 


Strikes language from statute related to completion of the intrastate system which 


is the effect of changing the equity distribution formula to 66% population and 


33% equal share among high divisions.  The bill removes the federal funds for 


metropolitan planning organizations over 200,000 in size (STP-DA funds) from 


the State’s transportation equity formula; would like to revise equity formula to 


provide more dollars to certain areas.  Looking at landscape to see who will be 


affected and to make sure Blue Line remains a top priority and fully funded by the 


state; referred to House Rules Committee 


Developing Issues 


Municipal Broadband – Level Playing Field/Local Government Competition 


Billboards/Trees and Vegetation Removal 


Roadside Campaign Signs 


Government Transparency Act 


Partisan Elections for Supreme Court of Appeals, Superior and District Courts 


Eminent Domain/Economic Development 


State Law to Provide for Acceptable ID’s 


Public Contracts/E-Verify  


Public Employees/Public Contracts/E-Verify 


Land Transfer Tax 


Firearms in Locked Vehicles/Handgun Permit Valid in Parks and Restaurants 


Filling Vacancies in Local Offices 


Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Restrictions 


Sunshine Amendment 


Taxpayer Information Act 


Fire Separation Allowance 


Property Owner’s Protection Act 
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Municipal Abuse of Authority 


Additional Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Restrictions 


Law Enforcement Officers Bill of Rights 


Legislative Agenda 


Design/Build - Referred to Senate Finance 


Right of Way Withdrawal - Nothing to report at this time 


Nuisance Abatement – Referred to Senate Judiciary  


E-Mail Subscribers – Charlotte requested legislation 


Business Privilege Tax – Nothing to report at this time 


Annexation – Similar bills would impose moratorium on all involuntary 


annexations currently in process until July 1, 2012.  Bill amended to remove 


Charlotte exemption and is up for final vote in Senate on Monday, March 7 


Courts Funding – Nothing to report at this time 


Mobility Fund – Governor’s proposed budget provides $31 million in FY 2012 


and $45 million in FY 2013.  Mobility Fund was reviewed by joint subcommittees 


on Transportation on Wednesday, March 16. 


Local Revenue Sources for Roads and Transit – Nothing to report at this time 


 


III. Hot Topics 


 


No High Speed Rail (HB 422 – Killiam, Frye) 


 


HB 422 was heard on March 29 and April 5; Mayor Foxx spoke in opposition to 


the bill on April 5.  The concern is that it would have imperiled the use of the high 


speed rail money that has already been awarded to the State which we have been 


planning on to help with both the Blue Line Extension and the proposed Red Line 


Rail. We have found out the bill is going to be pulled and overhauled and will 


require greater reporting requirements from NCDOT.  One of the concerns from a 


Senator is that due notice has not been given. 
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IV. Next Meeting 


 


Monday, May 2, 4:00 p.m. in Room 280 
(The Meeting Schedule for 2011 was approved at the last meeting) 








 
 


CITY MANAGER‟S OFFICE 


M E M O R A N D U M 
 


April 29, 2011 


 


TO:   Curt Walton, City Manager 


Ron Kimble, Deputy City Manager    


 


FROM: Dana Fenton, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 


 


SUBJECT: State Legislative Update 
 


 


Changes from the last report are shown in bold face type. 


 


HHOOTT  TTOOPPIICCSS  


 


State Budget 


 


 House Appropriations Committee approved proposed budget that will be debated 


on the floor of the house on Tuesday, May 3 with a final vote to occur on Town Hall 


Day, May 4; some of the issues of interest to the City include: 


o Powell Bill funding will be made in two equal installments on October 1 and 


May 1 instead of one payment on October 1 


o Funding for public transportation programs, excluding New Starts and 


Capital Grant programs, are to be reduced by 4%; this will impact the 


Statewide Maintenance Assistance Program (SMAP) that provides 


operational assistance to bus operations managed by CATS 


o Funding eliminated for 40 Trial Court Administrator positions statewide, 


including Mecklenburg County position  


o Special provision requires NCDOT to consult with the Joint Legislative 


Commission on Governmental Operations before accepting federal rail funds 


if the required state matching funds or future annual maintenance costs are 


reasonably expected to exceed $3 million, and seek approval of the General 


Assembly if costs are expected to exceed $5 million; caveat allows NCDOT to 


accept funds if 60 days have passed since consultation with the Joint 


Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations and General Assembly 


has not acted upon request; similar to HB 422 
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 As proposed by Governor Perdue on February 18, State faces a $2.4 billion deficit for FY 


2012 and $2.0 billion for FY 2013, budget closes the gap by reducing spending $3.2 


billion and netting additional $1.4 billion in “revenue changes”; among netted “revenue 


changes” is continuation of 0.75% of the 1% temporary state sales tax implemented in 


2009 and reduction of the corporate income tax rate from 6.9% to 4.9%; included in the 


spending reductions is elimination of 10,000 state positions through a combination of 


attrition, layoffs, and early retirements; House and Senate Appropriations subcommittees 


have been hearing presentations from state staff on proposed budgets and will be 


considering ways to shift monies to address specific issues 


 


No High Speed Rail (HB 422 - Killian, Frye) 


HB 422 is the legislation that would require NCDOT to consult with the Joint Legislative 


Commission on Governmental Operations before accepting federal rail funds if the 


required state matching funds or future annual maintenance costs are reasonably expected 


to exceed $3 million, and seek approval of the General Assembly if costs are expected to 


exceed $5 million; caveat allows NCDOT to accept funds if 60 days have passed since 


consultation with the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations has 


occurred and General Assembly has not acted upon request; HB 422 is retroactive to April 


1, 2011 and does not impact rail funds already accepted by State including the $566 million 


accepted prior to April 1, 2011; passed House and sent to Senate 
 


Capping Motor Fuels Excise Tax, aka “Gas” Tax (HB 399 – McElraft / SB 666 – Forrester) 


Similar bills would cap motor fuels excise tax (aka gas tax) collections at 32.5 cents per 


gallon and according to NCDOT, would require reduction in expenditures over next ten 


years of $1.2 billion; Metropolitan Transit Commission adopted position of opposition to 


both bills 


 


Highway Equity Formula (HB 635 – Murry) 


Strikes language from statute related to completion of the intrastate system which has the effect 


of changing the equity distribution formula to 66% population and 33% equal share among the 


highway divisions; bill also removes the federal funds for metropolitan planning organizations 


over 200,000 in size (STP-DA funds) from the State‟s transportation equity formula; referred to 


House Rules Committee; legislation would provide significantly more funds for urban areas 


  


DDEEVVEELLOOPPIINNGG  IISSSSUUEESS  


 


Out of State Law Enforcement Officers / Special Events (SB 600 – Clodfelter) 


Authorizes the City of Charlotte to secure law enforcement resources from outside of state 


for the DNC; bill was requested by CMPD to ensure that the right types of skills needed to 


successfully provide security at the DNC are available, regardless of whether or not such 


resources are from North Carolina; referred to Judiciary I 


 


  







Page 3 


April 29, 2011 


Weekly Legislative Update 


 


Residential Building Inspections (HB 554 – Committee Bill) 


Legislation would place restrictions on how cities and counties may conduct rental 


inspection programs including prohibiting required registration of rental properties; 


periodic inspections of all rental properties; and levying of special taxes and fees on owners 


of residential rental properties not also levied against other commercial and residential 


properties; referred to House Commerce and Job Development. 


 


Zoning / Aesthetic Controls (SB 731 – Clodfelter) 


Prohibits certain "building design elements" from being applied in either traditional 


zoning districts or parallel conditional districts; "building design elements" means 


"exterior building color, type of style, or exterior cladding material, exterior nonstructural 


architectural ornamentation, architectural styling of windows and doors, the number and 


types of rooms, and interior layout of rooms.  The phrase does not include buffering or 


screening of development to minimize visual impacts or impacts of light and noise on 


surrounding, parking and loading areas, or signage of buildings or collections of 


buildings";  local historic districts and areas listed on the National Register of Historic 


Places are exempt as well as the application of elements related to requirements of fire and 


life safety codes; legislation is an outgrowth of concerns raised by the development industry 


to building design elements promulgated by several NC cities and towns, and which are 


being discussed by the City of Charlotte at this time. 


 


Property Owner‟s Protection Act (HB 652 – Moffitt) 


Requires all statutes, rules, ordinances and regulations to be „construed against the government‟ 


and „liberally construed in favor of the property owner‟; if a property owner is successful in 


challenging an ordinance, statute, rule or regulation, the municipality would be responsible for 


attorney‟s fees; referred to Committee on Commerce and Job Development 


 


Municipal Abuse of Authority (HB 687 – Brawley) 


Requires payment of attorneys fees when court finds municipality did not have statutory 


authority for any ordinance, resolution, or administrative action; one of the reasons stated for 


filing of this bill is the residential design standards adopted in Mint Hill and Davidson, as 


well as those being considered in Charlotte; referred to House Government 


 


Electronic Notices (HB 472 - McGrady) 


 Legislation allows municipalities to adopt ordinances to move selected newspaper notices 


to electronic notice; referred to House Government 


 


Municipal Broadband - Level Playing Field/Local Government Competition (HB 129 – 


Avila / SB 87 - Apodaca) 


Bill imposes additional requirements for municipalities to follow when establishing broadband 


systems for use by the general public; section of bill exempts internal government broadband 


systems that work within the jurisdictional boundary; HB 129 includes Charlotte request to 


broaden exemption to regional systems so as to accommodate the public safety broadband 


system funded by the stimulus grant to serve regional public safety assets which will be operated 


by the City, which Representative Carney was instrumental in securing; reported out of Senate 


Finance Committee on April 27 and will be debated week of May 2 
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Billboards / Trees and Vegetation Removal (SB 183 – Brown / HB 309 LaRoque) 


Billboard industry sponsored legislation that implements a set of statewide standards to 


maintain trees and other vegetation near billboards instead of the current practice of 


NCDOT enforcing local ordinances including the City‟s tree ordinance; SB 183 substitute 


legislation reported out of Senate Transportation Committee on April 27 extends view 


zones for billboards in cities and their ETJs from 250 feet to 340 feet along interstate and 


limited access highways, and supersedes tree ordinances regulating removal of vegetation 


and trees; referred to Senate Finance 


 


Roadside Campaign Signs (SB 315 – Daniel) 


Bill enacts statewide standards for placement of campaign signs in state rights-of-way from 30 


days before the election to 10 days after the campaign; referred to Senate Transportation 


 


Partisan Elections for Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Superior and District Courts (HB 


- 64 – Sager / SB 47 – Tillman) 


Bill would restore partisan elections for these judicial positions; referred to Senate and House 


Judiciary committees 


 


Eminent Domain / Economic Development (HB 8 – Stam / SB 37 – Jackson) 


Proposed constitutional amendment would ban the use of eminent domain for any and all 


economic development purposes, even those that are incidental to the project; referred to 


Judiciary committees; HB 8 amended to remove sentence containing reference to incidental 


purposes; bill also removes authority of public and private condemners‟ to condemn property for 


a public benefit, which is intended to go after the North Carolina Supreme Court decision in the 


Fed Ex case in Greensboro; reported out of House Judiciary; scheduled for floor debate on April 


20; passed House on April 28 


 


State Law to Provide for Acceptable ID‟s (HB 33 – Cleveland) 


Specifies forms of identification that all governmental entities, including local governments are 


authorized to use to determine actual identity; reported favorably out of House Government and 


re-referred to House Judiciary; substitute version of bill prohibits only use of consular or 


embassy documents to prove identity; reported out of committee; passed House March 30; 


referred to Senate Rules 


 


Public Contracts / E-Verify (HB 36 – Cleveland) 


Legislation prohibits state and local government contracts with those companies that employ 


illegal immigrants and requires such contractors to use the federal E-Verify program to ensure 


that illegal immigrants are not hired; contractors are starting to lobby the General Assembly 


regarding the additional costs and liabilities this legislation would impose upon businesses. 


 


Public Employees / Public Contracts / E-Verify (SB 204 – Allran) 


Legislation requires counties and cities to use the federal E-Verify program to verify the work 


authorization of new employees; also requires that private entities contracting with counties and 


cities use the E-Verify program to verify the work authorization of its employees 
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Support Law Enforcement / Safe Neighborhoods (HB 343 – Cleveland) 


Comprehensive legislation that prohibits local policies limiting enforcement of federal 


immigration laws, including adoption of so-called “Sanctuary” policies; requires use of 


federal E-Verify program for local government and public contractor employment; cites 


specific forms of identification governments can accept to receive public benefits; and 


prohibits admission of students who are not lawfully present in the United States from 


enrollment at community colleges and state universities; referred to Judiciary 


Subcommittee A 


 


Firearms in Locked Vehicles (HB 63 – Shepard) 


Handgun Permit Valid in Parks and Restaurants (HB 111 – Hilton) 


HB 63 takes away privilege of most employers to regulate whether employees can store firearms 


in personal vehicles on employer owned premises; HB 111 extends right of concealed weapons 


holder to carry concealed weapons into parks and restaurants; HB 111 amended to authorize 


owners of restaurants to ban carrying of concealed weapons on their premises; both bills referred 


to House Judiciary; HB 111 reported favorably out of committee; amendment adopted by full 


House authorizes local governments to prohibit the carrying of concealed weapons in 


recreational facilities which are defined as playgrounds, athletic fields, swimming pools, and 


athletic facilities; HB 111 passed House; referred to Senate Judiciary II 


 


Filling Vacancies in Local Offices (SB 266 – Clodfelter) 


Legislation would standardize how vacancies in offices of mayor and city council, board of 


commissioners, coroners, register of deeds would be filled; for city councils with partisan 


elections, council would be required to consult the county executive committee of that political 


party and seek recommendations, and appoint one of those recommended if they are one of three 


or more unranked nominations; if there are fewer than three nominations, then council could 


make selection as it is currently done; referred to Senate Judiciary II 


 
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction / Farms (HB 168 – Cleveland / SB 380 - Jackson)  


Similar legislation would alter long-standing land use control authority over bona 


fide farms, and create significant zoning loopholes under existing statutes; NCLM 


working with bill sponsors to address these issues; concepts in the bills have broad 


legislative support; HB 168 passed House 


 


Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Restrictions (HB 281 – LaRoque) 


Bill appears to allow residents of ETJ areas to vote in municipal elections; this would require 


redrawing of council districts to include the ETJ; referred to House Government 


 


Additional Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Restrictions (HB 797 – Sager) 


Proposes to restrict a city from including in its ETJ the environmental impact on watersheds; bill 


would restrict the current ETJ to include only land meeting the definition of “urban purposes” as 


used in the annexation statutes; the intent may be to address concerns regarding nutrient 


management 
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Sunshine Amendment (HB 87 – LaRoque) 


Bill would approve vote of the people to amend the North Carolina Constitution to make it more 


difficult for the General Assembly to amend public records and open meetings laws by requiring 


three-fifths vote for passage instead of majority vote; essentially this would make it much more 


difficult for local governments to successfully seek amendments to the public records and open 


meetings laws; referred to House Rules; passed House Rules and before full House; bill 


rereferred to House Rules committee 


 


Taxpayer Information Act (HB 315 – Pridgen) 


Requires information concerning estimated total amount of principal and interest of proposed 


general obligation bonds to be included in the ballot questions of local general obligation bond 


referenda 


 


Government Transparency Act (SB 344 – Clary) 


Bill requires disclosure of reasons for each employee promotion, demotion, transfer, suspension, 


separation, or other change in position classification, and performance evaluations; referred to 


Senate Judiciary I 


 


Fire Separation Allowance (SB 350 – Hartsell) 


Legislation would require the Local Government Employees‟ Retirement System or an 


equivalent locally sponsored retirement plan such as Charlotte Firefighters‟ Retirement System 


to provide an annual separation allowance to eligible retired firefighters; this would be in 


addition to all other currently provided benefits; fiscal impact is being determined at this time; 


similar allowance for retired police officers costs the City approximately $3.9 million per year; 


referred to Senate Pensions & Retirement & Aging; it is understood this bill will be overhauled 


significantly 


 


Law Enforcement Officers Bill of Rights (HB 602 – Justice / SB 664 - Rouzer) 


Requires changes to the dismissal procedure for a municipal police officer, including just cause 


for dismissal, establishment of a review board, and other procedures; bill establishes the right for 


the police officer to be „represented‟ but does not limit that representation in any way. 


 


Workers Compensation (HB 709 – Folwell / SB 544 – Brown) 


Proposes to reform current system by capping number of weeks injured workers may obtain 


compensation, defines suitable employment, and makes changes to the process of how the 


industrial commission decides cases; referred to House Select Committee on Tort Reform 


  


LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIVVEE  AAGGEENNDDAA  


  


Design-Build (SB 56 – Clodfelter) 


SB 56 referred to Senate Finance 


 


Nuisance Abatement (SB 170 – Hartsell / HB 433 - Bordsen) 


SB 170 referred to Senate Judiciary II; HB 433 referred to House Judiciary Subcommittee B 
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E-Mail Subscribers (SB 182 - Jenkins) 


Statewide legislation extending exemption to all localities in the State, while preserving 


privilege of public to inspect lists; signed into law by Governor on April 28 


 


Business Privilege License Tax (SB 658 – Clodfelter) 


SB 658 is a comprehensive approach to modernizing the State‟s tax system; the legislation 


abolishes the local business privilege license tax effective July 1, 2014. 


 


Annexation  


 


 HB 845 (LaRoque) is the House annexation reform package and is expected to be 


heard in the House Rules Committee on Tuesday, May 3; upon passage in the Rules 


Committee, bill would then move to the House Finance Committee and on to the 


floor; according to NCLM, bill includes language requiring local governments to 


pay the full cost of water and sewer hook-ups to every residence, if more than 50% 


of the area property owners „opt-in‟; bill also includes a veto petition which is a very 


significant departure from current, long-standing annexation laws; upon the 


gathering of 60% of the property owners‟ signatures, the annexation would be 


stopped; municipality would have the opportunity to adopt a resolution of 


consideration after 24 months; while the bill is extremely restrictive, it is likely 


better than an extended moratorium that would of course allow for no annexations 


whatsoever; bill would take effect on July 1, 2011 allowing 2011 annexations to take 


effect on June 30 


 


 HB 9 – Dollar / SB 27 – Brock would impose moratorium on all involuntary annexations 


currently in process until July 1, 2012; City‟s proposed annexations effective June 30, 


2011 would be impacted even though the City has already expended $5 million in support 


of annexation; legislation is on hold pending outcome of HB 845 


 


 SB 548 (Davis) is North Carolina Association of County Commissioners bill that outlines 


NCACC legislative goals; legislation is on hold pending outcome of HB 845 


 


 No Annexation of Bona Fide Farms (SB 530 - Jackson) passed the Senate yesterday 


and is headed to the House for consideration; bill would prohibit any land used for 


bona fide farm purposes from involuntary annexation without the written consent 


of the owner 


 


 Several bills have been filed to repeal involuntary annexations previously authorized and 


implemented by Rocky Mount, Lexington, Kinston, Wilmington, Goldsboro, Biltmore 


Lake, Roanoke Rapids and other cities; basis for exercising this power is Section 1 of 


Article VII of State Constitution giving the General Assembly the power to fix 


jurisdictional boundaries; legislation is on hold pending outcome of HB 845 
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Courts Funding 


House budget eliminates 40 Trial Court Administrator positions statewide including the 


Mecklenburg position 


 


Mobility Fund 


House budget transfers funding for urban loops projects to the Mobility Fund with the 


proviso that such funds must be used for urban loops projects; $50 million in 


unencumbered gap funds for Garden Parkway and Currituck Bridge project reallocated to 


the Mobility Fund 


 


Local Revenue Sources for Roads and Transit 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 








   4/29/2011 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


1 2 
4:00p 
Governmental 


Affairs, Room 


280 


5:00p Council 


Workshop 


7:30p Citizens’ 


Forum 


3 
 


1:30p 
Redistricting 


Committee, 


CMGC 8th Floor 


Innovation 


Station 


4 
 


5 
 
3:00p 
Community 


Safety 


Committee, 


Room 280 


6 7 


8 9 
2:30p 
Transportation & 


Planning 


Committee, 


Room 280 


4:00p City 


Manager’s 


Recommended 


Budget 


Presentation, 


Chambers 


5:00p Council 


Business Meeting 


10 11 
 


12:00p Housing 


& Neighborhood 


Development, 


Room CH-14 


12 
 


3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, 


Room 280 


13 14 


15 16 
 


4:00p 
Redistricting 


Committee, 


CMGC 8th Floor 


Innovation 


Station  


5:00p Zoning 


Meeting 


17 18 
 


12:00p 


Community 


Safety 


Committee, 


Room 280 


3:00p Budget 


Adjustments, 


Room 267 


19 


 


20 21 


22 23 
2:30p 
Environment 


Committee, 


Room 280 


4:00p Council 


Business Meeting 


5:00p Budget 


Public Hearing 


24 25 
 


12:00p Housing 


& Neighborhood 


Development, 


Room 280 


5:30p MTC 


Meeting, Room 


267 


26 
12:00p 


Restructuring 


Government 


Committee, Room 
280 


2:00p mtg 


cancelled 


Transportation & 


Planning 


Committee, Room 
280 


3:30p Economic 


Development 
Committee, Room 


280 


27 28 


29 30 
HOLIDAY 
MEMORIAL 


DAY 


31 


 


    


2011 


May 


 


NCLM Town 


Hall Day; 


Raleigh, NC 







   4/29/2011 


 


 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


   1 
 


12:00p Budget 


Adjustments & 


Straw Votes, 


Room 267 


2 
 
12:00p 


Community 


Safety 


Committee, 


Room TBD 


3 4 
 


9:00a District 4 


Document 


Shredding and 


Safety; Smokey 


Bones BBQ & 


Grill parking lot, 


8760 J.M. Keynes 


Blvd 


5 


 


6 
 


 


5:00p Council 


Workshop 


7:30p Citizens’ 


Forum 


7 8 
 
12:00p Housing 


& Neighborhood 


Development, 


Room 280 


 


9 
 


3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, 


Room 280 


10 11 


12 13 
3:30p  mtg 


cancelled 


Transportation & 


Planning 


Committee, 


Room 280 


5:00p Council 


Business 


Meeting/Budget 


Adoption 


14 15 
12:00p 


Community 


Safety 


Committee, 


Room 280 


16 
 


6:30p District 5 


Leadership 


Appreciation 


Event, Room 267 


17 18 


19 20 
3:30p 


Transportation & 


Planning 


Committee, 


Room 280 


 


5:00p Zoning 


Meeting 


 


 


 


 


21 22 
 


5:30p MTC 


Meeting, Room 


267 


23 
 


12:00p 


Restructuring 


Government 
Committee, Room 


280 


24 25 


26 27 
3:45p 
Environment 


Committee, 


Room 280 


5:00p Council 


Business 


Meeting 


6:30p Citizens’ 


Forum 


28 29 30 
 
12:00p Housing 


& Neighborhood 


Development, 


Room 280 


 


  


 
2011 


June 


Charlotte Chamber Inter City Visit 


Seattle, Washington 


US Conference of Mayors 


Annual Meeting 


Baltimore, MD 


US Conference of Mayors Annual Meeting 


Baltimore, MD 












CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG
UTILITIES


For more information visit:   
www.cmutilities.com or call 311 (704-336-7600) 


New Electronic  
AMR


Water  
Meter


We Will be Upgrading Your  
Water Meter Electronics


Beginning in May 2011, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Utilities will upgrade water meter electronics in your neighborhood. 
This is a pilot test of new technology that, if successful, could help us respond better to questions about water use. 
There will be no new charges on your bill for the device or the installation.


You should not notice any service interruptions or changes during the pilot.  
However, to activate the new equipment, crews will need to run water from  
an exterior faucet on your home. This brief test will ensure that the new  
equipment is installed and functioning correctly.


Fast Facts:


•	Automated Meter Reading (AMR) devices allow technicians  
to read your water meter from their vehicle.


•	The new equipment installed is one of the latest versions  
of the AMR technology currently available.


•	Installation of the new devices will improve meter  
reading efficiency.


•	The water meter is not changing, only the electronic devices  
attached to the meter that record and transmit the data.


Printed with soy ink on recycled paper.
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