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CALENDAR DETAILS:

Monday, April 4
5:00 pm Council Workshop, Room 267

7:30 pm Citizens’ Forum, Room 267

Wednesday, April 6
12:00 pm Housing & Neighborhood Development Committee, Room 280

AGENDA: Neighborhood Symposium update; FY12 Annual Action Plan draft;
Quality of Life Report update and proposed enhancements review; Housing Trust
Fund allocations; Inclusionary housing policies including incentives

April and May calendars are ATTACHED (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT).

AGENDA NOTE:

Request for Council Action - No High Speed Rail Money from Federal Government (HB 422)
Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office, 704.336.2009, dfenton@charlottenc.qov

The City Manager is adding an agenda item to Council’s April 4 Workshop. Council is requested
to approve the ATTACHED (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT) resolution that would oppose
legislation prohibiting NCDOT from applying for, accepting or expending any federal high speed
rail funds unless specifically authorized by the General Assembly. The item is added to the April
4 agenda following the two Beatties Ford Road agenda items.

INFORMATION:

The Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Survey —

Response Requested
Staff Resource: Pamela Wideman, N&BS, 704-336-3488, pwideman@charlottenc.gov

On May 20, 2009 the Homeless Emergency and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act was
amended by Congress. The HEARTH Act reauthorizes the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act with the following substantial changes:

. A consolidation of HUD’s competitive grant programs;

° The creation of a Rural Housing Stability Program;

° A change in HUD’s definition of homelessness and chronic homelessness;
° A simplified match requirement;

° An increase in prevention resources;

° An increase in the emphasis on performance.
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Background

In May, representatives from Charlotte-Mecklenburg (C-M) will attend the HEARTH
Implementation clinic in Raleigh. C-M representatives include non-profit service providers, City
and County staff and members of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Coalition for Housing (CMCH).

This required training, is designed to help communities meet the expectations of the HEARTH
Act. The following tasks will be completed as part of the clinic:

° Performance Evaluation

° System Assessment

° Goal Setting

° Planning & Implementation

Prior to attending the clinic, participants are required to complete a qualitative assessment tool
that is designed to help communities assess the quality of homelessness assistance. The tool
consists of surveys for three key stakeholders; Consumers, Community Leaders & Executive
Directors, and Direct Service Provider staff. A survey analysis tool will also be provided to
interpret the results.

The Research and Evaluation committee of the CMCH has been charged with administering this

survey and is asking the Mayor and City Council to complete the survey with one of two

options.
1. Mayor and Council can access the survey on line at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JLRB8GW
2. Mayor and Council can complete the attached hard copy and return it to Tracy Swett.

Reponses are due by Wednesday, April 6, 2011. N&BS staff appreciates Mayor and Council’s
immediate attention to this important initiative.

City of Charlotte Wellness Program
Staff Resource: Ron Kimble, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-4169, rkimble@charlottenc.gov

Yesterday, the City of Charlotte received fourth place recognition in the Extra Large Business
Category in the Healthiest Employers of Greater Charlotte sponsored by the Charlotte Business
Journal. There were 17 nominees in this largest employer category. This recognition is a
testimony to the support of our Wellness Program by the Mayor and City Council, the City
Manager, and all of the employees of the City of Charlotte. Special appreciation goes to
Christina Fath, the City’s very talented Wellness Manager, who leads a strong team of Wellness
Ambassadors in carrying out the City’s broad based program. And, special thanks to Cheryl
Brown, Anna Ellis, and the rest of the Human Resources staff who shepherd the program as
well. Congratulations to all! A complete write-up of all winners is in today’s Business Journal.
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Charlotte Streetcar Project
Staff Resource: John Mrzygod, E&PM, 704-336-2245, jmrzygod@charlottenc.gov

As an update to the February 24 Council-Manager Memo, amendments to the 2035 Long Range
Transportation Program (LRTP) and the 2009-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
as required for award of the Urban Circulator Grant for the streetcar project were approved by
the Mecklenburg-Union Metropolitan Planning Organization (MUMPQO) on March 16, 2011. The
final step in the LRTP/TIP/STIP amendment process will be the decision made by the State
Board of Transportation on April 7, 2011.

Within 10 days, City Council and other state and local elected officials will be receiving
notification of the public review and comment period for the Charlotte Streetcar Project
Environmental Assessment (EA). This is one step in the following National Environmental Policy
Act process:

e Conduct an EA and produce a document that describes the comprehensive assessment

of the environmental impacts of the project
e Provide an opportunity for a public review and comment period
e Incorporate comments into the EA

Approval of the EA allows a project (or segment of the project) to move into Final Design. In
the case of the Streetcar Project, receiving an approved EA will allow the City to start Final
Design on the initial 1.5 mile Streetcar Starter Project from the Charlotte Transportation Center
to Presbyterian Hospital.

Breed Specific Legislation
Staff Resource: Eric D. Campbell, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-5158, ecampbell@charlottenc.qov

Breed Specific Legislation, commonly known as BSL, is the banning or restriction of specific
breeds of dogs considered “dangerous” breeds such as pit bull terriers. BSL is often enacted in
response to a particularly violent attack or attacks involving a specific breed of dog and is often
used as an “answer” to dog attacks. Recently, there have been discussions of this legislation in
Mint Hill and Waxhaw as a result of a child being fatally mauled by a pit bull in Waxhaw.

Last week the City Manager’s Office was informed of an e-mail that implied that members of
the Charlotte City Council and the City Attorney were discussing breed specific legislation. The
e-mail was generated by Madeline Colbert who indicated she was a local attorney and claimed
that she had contacted the City Attorney’s Office regarding BSL. She states she was told “It’s
not official yet but is on the horizon.” Ms. Colbert sent this information to animal advocates in
the region and encouraged them to post the information. She also encouraged them to voice
their opposition to the City Council and included contact information for Council members.
Mark Balestra, Animal Care and Control Director, received several calls regarding the issue. Mr.
Balestra confirmed that neither Council’s Community Safety Committee or the City Attorney’s
Office have been in any discussions of BSL and shared this feedback with callers in an attempt
to dispel the rumors.
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Neither the City Attorney or the Animal Care and Control Division support breed specific
legislation and feel that Charlotte already has the needed ordinances to address dangerous
animals that compromise community safety. Laws enacted in 1988, after a dog attack fatality in
1985, empower Animal Care and Control to impose confinement measures on animals. The
Dangerous Dog Ordinance permits Animal Care and Control to take swift action on any breed of
dog that meets the ordinance definition:

“Section 3-3: Dangerous means any animal whose behavior, temperament, size, or
any combination thereof, when considered under the totality of the circumstances,
including the nature of the surrounding area, constitutes a reasonable risk of injuring
a human or animal or damaging personal or real property. That behavior includes,
but is not limited to, an animal’s biting or attacking or attempting to attack a human
or another animal. However, this definition shall not apply to any animal that has
been subject to provocation or if the victim has been trespassing, as defined in this
section, upon the animal owner’s premises.”

Research indicates that four reputable and national animal welfare organizations do not
support breed specific legislation. A number of cities have repealed breed specific legislation
after research showed it was not an effective solution to aggressive dog issues.

Additional information is available in a report prepared by Senior City Attorney John Joye in
1994. The report is available upon request.

LED Street Lighting and Performance Contracting
Staff Resource: Doreen Szymanski, CDOT, 704-336-7527, dszymanski@charlottenc.qgov

Julie Burch, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-3187, jburch@charlottenc.qgov

Several City Council members received information from Don Reid regarding LED street lights
and performance contracting.

Performance contracting is a tool available to local governments in which an energy service
company designs and implements energy improvements to a building or facility and guarantees
savings will be realized from reduced energy costs. The building or facility owner pays the
company for the improvements over time using revenue made available from the savings.

In discussing the Environment Focus Area Plan, the Council Environment Committee requested
and received a presentation on this funding mechanism from Engineering and Property
Management staff on February 28. Staff shared that the City has an excellent building energy
performance track record as a result of systematic building energy audits and implementing a
number of improvements over the past several years. The changes have been self-funded
through the City’s annual budget and capital program. In this way, the City benefits from all of
the energy savings accrued. Other cities have used performance contracting, i.e. use of an
energy service company, because they have been unable to fund energy improvements using
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other means.

Street lights in the City of Charlotte are owned and maintained by Duke Energy. In return, the
City pays a monthly charge per light fixture. This charge generally covers the cost of
installation, ongoing maintenance and electricity for high pressure sodium lights. The street
lights are not metered. Because of the ownership arrangement, performance contracting is not
a feasible option for further consideration

Asheville, North Carolina was cited as an example of a city converting to LED street lights. It
has the same lighting arrangement with Progress Energy that the City has with Duke Energy, i.e.
Progress Energy owns the lights. Recently, however, the City of Asheville decided to buy 900
existing lights from Progress Energy at a cost of $290,000 in Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grant (EECBG) funds to initiate a pilot LED street lighting project. Asheville has entered
into an arrangement with Progress Energy to provide electricity and maintenance for
conversion of the high pressure sodium and mercury vapor lights to LED. According to City of
Asheville staff, if the results are positive, the Asheville City Council will be asked to approve
purchase of the 8,000 remaining lights currently owned by Progress Energy to convert the
entire system.

CDOT is exploring the economic and environmental benefits that LED technology can provide.
Although performance contracting cannot be considered under the current arrangement with
Duke, CDOT is exploring other means to integrate LED technology into the street lighting
system. LED street lighting technology has improved significantly over the past 12-24 months
and staff anticipates it will continue to evolve.

The City already is benefiting from the technology as a result of converting many traffic signal
lights to LED. In addition, CATS will be testing LED lighting at the 1-485 parking deck using
EECBG funds.

Duke Energy is willing to test LED street lighting in a location of the City’s choosing. CDOT is
investigating current LED technology and the associated costs to the City for such a project, and
will be considering various test locations. Staff will keep Council updated as this exploration
progresses.

April 1, 2011 State Legislative Update
Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office, 704.336.2009, dfenton@charlottenc.gov

ATTACHED (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT) is the April 1 State Legislative Update. Changes
from last week’s update are denoted in bold face type.

ATTACHMENTS (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT):

Policy Calendar: April 2011 — June 2011
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6
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No High Speed Rail Money from Federal Government (HB
422 - Killian)

Action: Approve resolutlon expressmg Councrl's opposntlon to HB 422 .

that would pl‘Ohlblt the North Carolma Department of

federal grants for hlgh speed rali unless specmcaliy authorlzed: G
by the General Assembly R N . v

Committee Chair: Councilimember Nancy Carter

Chair, Governmental Affairs Committee

Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office

Ron Kimble, City Manager’s Office

Policy: None

Explanation

In October 2009, the North Carolina Department of Transportation
(NCDOT) applied for funding from the federal government’s High-Speed
Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) program to make improvements to the
North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor from Raleigh to Chariotte. The
purpose of the application was to improve speed and capacity of the
corridor, improve safety and efficiency of freight commerce and transit,
improve safety for vehicles and pedestrians, and improve environment
and quality of life. NCDOT staff presented the improvements proposed for
the Charlotte area to Council on October 12, 2009.

In January 2010, the federal government awarded the State of North
Carolina $545 million in American Reinvestment & Recovery Act funding.
Projects in the Charlotte area able to be funded from this grant include the
double tracking from Haydock to Junker ($95 million), maintenance facility
($23 million), and NS/CSX mail line grade separation ($129 million).
NCDOT staff updated the Council on this award on April 12, 2010.

After the initial award, the federal government awarded an additional $22
million for the Sugar Creek Road Grade Separation to remove the at-grade
crossing. Approximately 23,000 vehicles traverse this at-grade crossing
daily making it the most highly used at-grade crossing in the NCRR rall
corridor between Raleigh and Charlotte. The grade separation will greatly
improve the safety of the travelling public.

On March 22, 2011, NCDOT announced that the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) approved the agreement NCDOT negotiated with
NCRR, Norfolk Southern (NS) and Amtrak to make improvements to the
corridor. According to NCDOT, over 4,000 construction jobs will be
created. NCDOT will very shortly be seeking bids for 24 construction
projects along the corridor.

NCDOT is also preparing another application for further improvements to
the corridor. Included among the projects in the Charlotte area include
construction of the Charlotte Gateway Station ($40 million), track and
bridge improvements near the Charlotte Gateway Station ($56 million},
36™ Street Grade Separation project ($32 million), and construction of a
wye at the Charlotte junction east of the Charlotte-Douglas International






Airport that will enable NS to more efficiently use the intermodal terminal
being built at the Airport ($28 million).

On March 22, 2011 Representative Killian {Mecklenburg) introduced HB
422 that would prohibit NCDOT action to “...apply for, accept, or expend
any grant funding from the federal government for any high-speed rail
project unless the project has been approved through an act of the
General Assembly.” Since most the funds awarded to the State have not
been expended, this would require the General Assembly to authorize the
projects including those in the Charlotte area.

On March 23, 2011, the Metropolitan Transit Commission adopted a
position of opposition to HB 422 due to the impacts of not completing the
planned grade separations of Sugar Creek Road and NS/CSX mainlines
upon the Blue Line Extension and Red Line Commuter Rail.

On March 29, 2011, a hearing on HB 422 was held in the House
Transportation Committee. Representative Killian testified that the
operating costs will require subsidization from the Highway Trust Fund
resulting in fewer road projects completed, negatively impact the freight
capacities of the NCRR, not relieve congestion due to the growth of both
passenger and freight rail, and exacerbate long term federal budgetary
issues. Due to time constraints, the hearing will be completed on April 5,
2011,

If HB 422 is enacted, then all activities in applying, accepting and
expending federal funds for these projects will be suspended until such
time as the General Assembly grants approval. Any delay potentially
imperils the timely completion of the projects.

Council is requested to approve the attached resolution opposing HB 422,

Attachment
Proposed Resolution
HB 422





RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA ON APRIL 4, 2011

A motion was made by and seconded by
for the adoption of the following Resolution, and upon being

put to a vote was duly adopted:

WHEREAS, the State of North Carolina has been awarded federal funds to make improvements
to the rail corridor from Raleigh to Charlotte of which approximately $269 million is expected be
expended in the Charlotte area for economic development and safety purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation is preparing an application for
federal funding to make additional improvements in the corridor of which approximately $156
million would be expended in the Charlotte area for economic development and safety
purposes; and,

WHEREAS, HB 422 has been filed that would require General Assembly approval prior to the
State applying for, accepting and expending any federal funds for high speed rail projects which
would imperiis the use of the funds that have been accepted by the State.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Charlotte opposes HB 422.





o 00 =1 ON U B W)=

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 2011
H 1
HOUSE BILL 422*
Short Title:  No High-Speed Rail Money from Federal Gov't. (Public)
Sponsors: Representatives Killian, Frye, and Shepard (Primary Sponsors).

For a complete list of Sponsors, see Bill Information on the NCGA Web Site.

Referred to:  Transportation, if favorable, Commerce and Job Development, if favorable,
Finance.

March 22, 2011

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FROM
ACCEPTING FEDERAI FUNDS FOR A HIGH-SPEED RAIL PROJECT WITHOUT
EXPLICIT AUTHORIZATION FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND TO
PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR
NONCOMPLIANCE.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding G.S. 136-44.36 or any other provision of law, the
Department of Transportation shall not apply for, accept, or expend any grant funding from the
federal government for any high-speed rail project unless the project has been approved
through an act of the General Assembly.

SECTION 2. If the Department of Transportation accepts funds in contravention of
Section 1 of this act, then, notwithstanding Section 5.6 of S.L. 2009-451, as amended by
Section 5.4 of S.L. 2010-31, G.8. 136-44.36, or any other provision of law, any funds received
by the State from the federal government for high-speed rail projects shall be deposited into the
General Fund to be appropriated at the discretion of the General Assembly by a later act.
Additionally, the Department of Transportation shall pay from the Highway Fund any
penalties, interest, or other charges that result from its acceptance of funds in contravention of
Section 1 of this act.

SECTION 3. Except as otherwise provided, this act becomes effective March 1,
2011. : '

*
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CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
MEMORANDUM

April 1, 2011

TO: Curt Walton, City Manager
Ron Kimble, Deputy City Manager

FROM: Dana Fenton, Intergovernmental Relations Manager

SUBJECT: State Legislative Update

Changes from the last report are shown in bold face type.
HOT TOPICS

Fire Separation Allowance (SB 350 — Hartsell)

Legislation would require the Local Government Employees’ Retirement System or an
equivalent locally sponsored retirement plan such as Charlotte Firefighters’ Retirement System
to provide an annual separation allowance to eligible retired firefighters; this would be in
addition to all other currently provided benefits; fiscal impact is being determined at this time;
similar allowance for retired police officers costs the City approximately $3 million per year;
referred to Senate Pensions & Retirement & Aging

No High Speed Rail (HB 422 - Killian, Frye)

HB 422 was heard on March 29 and due to time constraints hearing will be continued to
April 5; legislation introduced to prohibit North Carolina Department of Transportation
(NCDOT) action to “... apply for, accept, or expend any grant funding from the federal
government for any high-speed rail project unless the project has been approved through an act
of the General Assembly.” If HB 422 is enacted and authorization is not granted by the General
Assembly, then the use of $566 million of High Speed and Intercity Passenger Rail funding
previously awarded by the federal government to the State of North Carolina is imperiled. Major
uses of the funds in the Charlotte area include:

1. $129 million NS/CSX Grade Separation Project, which primarily benefits freight and
intercity passenger rail, but also provides secondary benefits to the proposed Red Line
Commuter Rail

$23 million Phase 1 improvements at the Charlotte Maintenance Facility

3. $235 million double track between Charlotte and Greensboro

N





4. $22 million state match for the $42 million Sugar Creek Grade Separation project, which
is proposed to be completed prior to the Blue Line Extension (BLE) bridge project at
Sugar Creek; giving back the ARRA funds would require the project to be made part of
the BLE project

The State of North Carolina will be applying for another round of High Speed Intercity
Passenger Rail projects very shortly. NCDOT intends to apply for funding for a number of
projects. Absent authorization from the General Assembly, NCDOT would have to look for
alternative funding for the following proposed projects in the Charlotte area:

1. $56 million Charlotte Gateway Station track and bridge improvements and $40 million
for construction of Charlotte Gateway Station, which would be the terminus of the Red
Line Commuter Rail from Center City Charlotte to Huntersville, Cornelius and Davidson

2. $28 million Charlotte south end track improvements including construction of a wye (an
intersection where two tracks come together) at Charlotte Junction

3. $32 million proposed 36™ Street grade separation project.

State Budget
Governor Perdue released recommended FY 2012 and FY 2013 budgets on February 18; facing a

$2.4 billion deficit for FY 2012 and $2.0 billion for FY 2013, budget closes the gap by reducing
spending $3.2 billion and netting additional $1.4 billion in “revenue changes’; among netted
“revenue changes” is continuation of 0.75% of the 1% temporary state sales tax implemented in
2009 and reduction of the corporate income tax rate from 6.9% to 4.9%; included in the spending
reductions is elimination of 10,000 state positions through a combination of attrition, layoffs, and
early retirements; House and Senate Appropriations subcommittees have been hearing
presentations from state staff on proposed budgets and will be considering ways to shift monies
to address specific issues; Transportation subcommittees are examining how to fill $300 million
maintenance funding shortfall including considering cancellation of two turnpike authority
projects (Garden Parkway and Mid-Currituck Bridge) and shifting gap funding to maintenance
accounts; other projects may be at risk; the North Carolina Department of Transportation Public
Transportation Division presented its budgetary needs to the joint subcommittees on Wednesday,
March 9 including information with respect to the Blue Line Extension

Motor Fuels Excise Tax (aka “Gas” Tax)

Two bills introduced that would impact motor fuels excise tax (aka gas tax) collections are HB
399 (McElraft) and SB 235 (Rouzer); HB399 would cap the gas tax at 32.5 cents per gallon and
according to NCDOT, would require reduction in expenditures over next ten years of $977
million; the impact to Mecklenburg County would be approximately $34 million, which includes
$31 million for repaving state roads, $170,383 for secondary roads, and $2.3 million in Powell
bill funding for local governments; SB 235 would eliminate the motor gas tax and make up the
difference by repealing various tax credits and other expenditures that are not yet identified in
the legislation






DEVELOPING ISSUES

Municipal Broadband - Level Playing Field/Local Government Competition (HB 129 —
Avila / SB 87 - Apodaca)

Bill imposes additional requirements for municipalities to follow when establishing broadband
systems for use by the general public; section of bill exempts internal government broadband
systems that work within the jurisdictional boundary; sponsor has agreed to Charlotte request to
broaden exemption to regional systems so as to accommaodate the public safety broadband
system funded by the stimulus grant to serve regional public safety assets which will be operated
by the City, which Representative Carney was instrumental in securing; bill was amended on
March 16 and is expected to be reported out of committee on March 23; bill will require further
amendment on March 23 to reflect all City concerns; bill reported out of House Finance and is
on House calendar for final reading on March 28; sponsor agreed to work with City on remaining
concerns while bill is in Senate Finance, as have Senators Rucho and Clodfelter

Billboards / Trees and Vegetation Removal (SB 183 — Brown / HB 309 LaRoque)

Billboard industry sponsored legislation that implements a set of statewide standards to maintain
trees and other vegetation near billboards instead of the current practice of NCDOT enforcing
local ordinances including the City’s tree ordinance and zoning ordinance; proposed statewide
standards enable the removal of trees and vegetation in state rights-of-way near billboards even
though local ordinances may prohibit removal of such trees and vegetation; bill would also allow
placement of billboards within one-hundred feet of other billboards whereas the current standard
in the zoning ordinance is one-thousand feet; bill also allows current billboards to be replaced by
digital billboards without regard to proximity to residential neighborhoods; bills referred to
Transportation committees; SB 183 sponsor agreed to set up stakeholders group to address local
government concerns

Roadside Campaign Signs (SB 315 — Daniel)
Bill enacts statewide standards for placement of campaign signs in state rights-of-way from 30
days before the election to 10 days after the campaign

Government Transparency Act (SB 344 — Clary)
Bill requires disclosure of reasons for each employee promotion, demotion, transfer, suspension,
separation, or other change in position classification, and performance evaluations

Spending Cuts for the Current Fiscal Year (SB 109 - Stevens)

SB 109 calls for spending reductions of $537 million in the current year for funding of the FY
2012 budget; SB 109 does not spell out from where the funds are to be secured unlike the vetoed
SB 13; SB 109 passed Senate and House; SB 109 calls for reductions of over $500 million in the
current fiscal year including specifically enumerated funds, including those for economic
development; enacted into law on March 25.

Increasing Costs Prohibition (SB 22 — Brown)

Bills prohibits state agencies subject to the Administrative Procedures Act from promulgating
rules and regulations that result in higher costs unless adoption of the rule is required to respond
to one of the following: (a.) a serious and unforeseen threat to the public health, safety, or






welfare; (b.) an act of the General Assembly or United States Congress that expressly requires
the agency to adopt rules; (c.) a change in federal or State budgetary policy; (d.) a federal
regulation; or (e.) a court order; expires January 1, 2012; passed Senate and House, and sent to
Governor; enacted into law on March 25.

Partisan Elections for Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Superior and District Courts (HB
- 64 — Sager / SB 47 — Tillman)
Bill would restore partisan elections for these judicial positions.

Eminent Domain/Economic Development (HB 8 — Stam / SB 37 — Jackson)

Proposed constitutional amendment would ban the use of eminent domain for any and all
economic development purposes, even those that are incidental to the project; referred to
Judiciary committees.

State Law to Provide for Acceptable ID’s (HB 33 — Cleveland)

Specifies forms of identification that all governmental entities, including local governments are
authorized to use to determine actual identity; reported favorably out of House Government and
re-referred to House Judiciary; substitute version of bill prohibits only use of consular or
embassy documents to prove identity; reported out of committee; passed House March 30.

Public Contracts / E-Verify (HB 36 — Cleveland)

Legislation prohibits state and local government contracts with those companies that employ
illegal immigrants and requires such contractors to use the federal E-Verify program to ensure
that illegal immigrants are not hired; contractors are starting to lobby the General Assembly
regarding the additional costs and liabilities this legislation would impose upon businesses.

Public Employees / Public Contracts / E-Verify (SB 204 — Allran)

Legislation requires counties and cities to use the federal E-Verify program to verify the work
authorization of new employees; also requires that private entities contracting with counties and
cities use the E-Verify program to verify the work authorization of its employees

Land Transfer Tax (HB 92 — Howard / SB 226 - Tucker)

Bills would repeal the local option land transfer tax enacted in 2007; HB 92 reported favorably
out of House Finance and passed House; reported favorably out of Senate Finance; HB 92 passed
Senate and presented to Governor

Firearms in Locked Vehicles (HB 63 — Shepard)

Handgun Permit Valid in Parks and Restaurants (HB 111 — Hilton)

HB 63 takes away privilege of most employers to regulate whether employees can store firearms
in personal vehicles on employer owned premises; HB 111 extends right of concealed weapons
holder to carry concealed weapons into parks and restaurants; HB 111 amended to authorize
owners of restaurants to ban carrying of concealed weapons on their premises; both bills referred
to House Judiciary; HB 111 reported favorably out of committee; amendment adopted by full
House authorizes local governments to prohibit the carrying of concealed weapons in
recreational facilities which are defined as playgrounds, athletic fields, swimming pools,
and athletic facilities.






Filling Vacancies in Local Offices (SB 266 — Clodfelter)

Legislation would standardize how vacancies in offices of mayor and city council, board of
commissioners, coroners, register of deeds would be filled; for city councils with partisan
elections, council would be required to consult the county executive committee of that political
party and seek recommendations, and appoint one of those recommended if they are one of three
or more unranked nominations; if there are fewer than three nominations, then council could
make selection as it is currently done; referred to Senate Judiciary |

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Restrictions (HB 281 — LaRoque)
Bill appears to allow residents of ETJ areas to vote in municipal elections; this would require
redrawing of council districts to include the ETJ; referred to House Government

Sunshine Amendment (HB 87 — L aRoque)

Bill would approve vote of the people to amend the North Carolina Constitution to make it more
difficult for the General Assembly to amend public records and open meetings laws by requiring
three-fifths vote for passage instead of majority vote; essentially this would make it much more
difficult for local governments to successfully seek amendments to the public records and open
meetings laws; referred to House Rules; passed House Rules and before full House; bill
rereferred to House Rules committee

Taxpayer Information Act (HB 315 — Pridgen)

Requires information concerning estimated total amount of principal and interest of proposed
general obligation bonds to be included in the ballot questions of local general obligation bond
referenda

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Design-Build (SB 56 — Clodfelter)
SB 56 referred to Senate Finance

Right of Way Withdrawal
Nothing to report at this time.

Nuisance Abatement (SB 170 — Hartsell / HB 433 - Bordsen)
SB 170 referred to Senate Judiciary Il; HB 433 referred to House Judiciary Subcommittee B

E-Mail Subscribers (HB 543 — Samuelson)

Charlotte requested legislation, HB 543 referred to House Government; in addition
Representative Samuelson has filed HB 544 to extend this exemption to al localities in the
State; both bills would preserve privilege of public to inspect lists.

Energy
Nothing to report at this time.





Business Privilege License Tax
Nothing to report at this time.

Annexation (HB 9 — Dollar / SB 27 — Brock)

Similar bills would impose moratorium on all involuntary annexations currently in process until
July 1, 2012; City’s proposed annexations effective June 30, 2011 would be impacted even
though the City has already expended $5 million in support of annexation; purpose of
moratorium is to get all parties to the table to arrive at mutually satisfactory bill to run in 2012
General Assembly; concern expressed by localities is that moratorium will merely be extended
annually like what has repeatedly occurred in Virginia; SB 27 reported out of Senate State and
Local Government and re-referred to Senate Finance; Senator Clodfelter was able to get
amendment in Senate Finance exempting Charlotte 2011 annexations from moratorium; however
Senate Republican leadership received many complaints about “special treatment” for City from
other cities and Senators and sent bill back to Senate Finance to strip out Charlotte amendment;
bill amended to remove Charlotte exemption and passed Senate on Monday, March 7

Several bills have been filed to repeal involuntary annexations previously authorized and
implemented by Rocky Mount, Lexington, Kinston, Wilmington, Goldsboro, Biltmore Lake,
Roanoke Rapids and other cities; basis for exercising this power is Section 1 of Article VI of
State Constitution giving the General Assembly the power to fix jurisdictional boundaries

Courts Funding
Nothing to report at this time.

Mobility Fund

Governor’s proposed budget provides $31 million in FY 2012 and $45 million in FY 2013, the
amounts envisioned for FY 2012 and FY 2013 when the fund was established in 2010; Mobility
Fund was reviewed by joint subcommittees on Transportation on Wednesday, March 16

Local Revenue Sources for Roads and Transit
Nothing to report at this time.







City Council Policy Calendar

April 2011-June 2011
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April

May

June

e FY12 Focus Area Plan

e PVH ordinance
e Domestic Violence
Advisory Report

e FY12 Focus Area Plan

e Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Coalition for Housing
board briefing

e Quality of Life study
redesign

e FY12 Focus Area Plan

¢ Independence Area Plan

e Business Investment Grant
program review

e Soul of the NW Corridor

e Historic West End
revitalization

¢ Independence Area Plan

e Small Business web
portal

e Comprehensive citizen
service pilot

e FY12 Focus Area Plan

¢ Tree canopy investment
strategy

e FY12 Focus Area Plan

¢ Sidewalk retrofit policy

e Transportation
Improvement Program
2012-2018

e Managed Lane Study

¢ Sidewalk retrofit policy

e Transportation
Improvement Program
2012-2018

e Transportation Action
Plan 5-Year update

e Elizabeth Area Plan

e Steele Creek Area Plan

e Elizabeth Area Plan
e Steele Creek Area Plan

e County consolidated capital
planning initiative

e Public art work plan

e Four-year terms for
Mayor and City Council

o Redistricting

e Redistricting

Items for which Council action will be requested in the month are in Green.
Items that are for information (no action) for the month are Blue.
Subject to change
4/1/2011






City Council Committee Pending Topics

CHARLOTTE.

Community Safety Committee
e Noise ordinance revisions
e PVH ordinance revisions

Housing and Neighborhood Development Committee

e Assisted multi-family housing at transit stations

e Inclusionary housing policies, including incentives

e Impact of regulatory policies (Tree Ordinance, USDG, PCCO) on affordable housing

Economic Development Committee

e Independence Area Plan

e Historic property designation process

e Business Investment Grant program review

Environment Committee

e Tree canopy investment strategy

e Citizens Advisory Committee on the environment
e Alternative energy strategy

Transportation and Planning Committee

e Sidewalk retrofit policy

e Transportation Action Plan 5-year update

e Managed lanes

Transportation improvement program 2012-2018
Elizabeth Area Plan

e Steele Creek Area Plan

e CCOG Transportation Plan

e Long Range Transportation Plan

Restructuring Government Committee
e Executive compensation policy
e Four-year terms for Mayor and City Council

Governmental Affairs Committee
e Federal and State legislative packages

Redistricting Committee
e Redistricting

Subject to Change
4/1/2011





