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WEEK IN REVIEW: 
 


Mon (Mar 28)  Tues (Mar 29)  Wed (Mar 30)  Thurs (Mar 31)  Fri (April 1) 
3:45 PM 
Environment Committee, 
Room 280 
 
5:00 PM 
Council Business Meeting, 
Room 267 
 
6:30 PM 
Citizens’ Forum, 
Meeting Chamber 


  12:00 PM 
Budget Committee,
Room 280 


   
 


 


 
 







CALENDAR DETAILS: 
Monday, March 28 
  3:45 pm  Environment Committee, Room 280 


AGENDA: Tree canopy goal and investment strategy; Citizens advisory 
committee on the environment; Focus area communications  


 
  5:00 pm  Council Business Meeting, Room 267 
 
  6:30 pm  Citizens’ Forum, Meeting Chamber 
   
Wednesday, March 30 
  12:00 pm  Budget Committee, Room 280 


AGENDA: Financial partner review; Review of Mayor’s Budget Task Force report; 
Review April 13 Budget Retreat agenda     


March and April calendars are ATTACHED (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT). 
 


AGENDA NOTES: 
 
Agenda Item #14 – Four‐Year Terms for Mayor and City Council  
Staff Resource: Eric Campbell, City Manager’s Office, 704‐336‐5158, ecampbell@charlottenc.gov  
 
At its March 24 meeting, the Restructuring Government Committee amended its original 
recommendation to City Council regarding four‐year terms for the Mayor and City Council to 
include:   


• The Citizen’s Advisory Committee will provide a report to City Council at the June 13, 
2011 business meeting. 


• Former mayors Harvey Gantt and Richard Vinroot will serve as Co‐Chairs of the Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee. 


• The President/Chairperson of each organization or their designee will be invited to serve 
on the advisory committee. 


• Finally, a minimum of five organizations must agree to participate before the Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee can begin its works. 


 
The motion on the amendments passed 3‐1 (Cannon, Kinsey, Mitchell for, Cooksey against).  An 
amended Request for Council Action for Agenda Item #14 has been attached for inclusion in 
the agenda (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT). 
 
Agenda Item #47 – Water Meter Equipment Purchase and Installation 
Staff Resource: Barry Gullet, Utilities 704‐391‐5098, bgullet@charlottenc.gov 
 
Continuing its series of customer service improvements that included last year’s water meter 
equipment audit, Charlotte‐Mecklenburg Utilities will seek approval Monday for a pilot 
program in two neighborhoods to test‐drive the latest, most sophisticated meter transmitter 
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equipment available on the market. Agenda Item #47 seeks Council approval of up to $1.9 
million for purchase and installation of water meter equipment, including the new devices for 
use in the pilot program described here.  
 
The program would include the installation of the new ‘100W’ meter transmitters, along with 
registers, in the River Run and Hidden Valley neighborhoods. The cost of the program is 
$234,470.  
 
The testing of 100W meter transmitters in River Run and Hidden Valley marks a first step 
toward real‐time, continuous meter reading. Because 100Ws capture and store water usage 
data at a more frequent interval, water customers could eventually have access to far more 
information about their water usage. River Run and Hidden Valley were chosen for the pilot 
because of their different water use patterns and because baseline data was established in 
both neighborhoods during last summer’s meter equipment audit.  
 
Currently, about half of residential water meters use a model 60W transmitter, and half use an 
older model called the ‘50W.’ Under the agreement, Itron, Inc., would also accelerate the 
ongoing upgrade of 50W transmitters to 60W transmitters at no charge to the utility.  
 
This agreement will replace about half of the remaining 50W transmitters.  A second agreement 
will be forthcoming to replace the other half. Over the last decade transmitter technology has 
made significant advances, and the utility has worked continuously to keep the system up‐to‐
date. 
 
A full press release is available as an ATTACHMENT (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT).  
 


INFORMATION: 
 
Fred D. Alexander Boulevard, Section B‐2 (Old Mt. Holly Rd. to Freedom Dr.) 
Staff Resources:  Jeb Blackwell, E&PM, 704‐336‐3603, jblackwell@charlottenc.gov 
Imad Fakhreddin, E&PM, 704‐336‐7926, ifakhreddin@charlottenc.gov 
  
Construction on Fred D. Alexander Boulevard may be delayed due to the recent notice received 
from the City’s contractor, Scurry Construction, Inc., that it is unable to fund the completion 
costs and has turned the project over to its surety.  This project consists of construction of a 4‐
lane median divided highway from Old Mt. Holly Road (tie‐in to Phase 1) west to Freedom 
Drive, and is scheduled to be completed by November 16, 2011.  Scurry’s letter indicated it 
hoped to complete the project with its surety’s assistance, but they were unable to reach 
agreement on terms.  Scurry pulled off the job site in early March. 
 
The City sent Notice of a Contractor Default and Notice of Termination to Scurry Construction, 
Inc. on March 23, 2011.  On that same date, a request was sent to its surety, Travelers Casualty 
and Surety Company of America, asking that it honor its obligations under the Performance 
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Bond to ensure completion of the project.  Representatives of the surety are investigating the 
project, and have met with City staff to confirm the status of the remaining work.  Staff has 
been advised that bid packages will be sent out to prospective completion contractors this 
week, and that meetings have been held with key Scurry subcontractors and suppliers to 
discuss continued work on the project through assignments of their subcontracts.  The surety 
understands that this Project is time sensitive and staff in the Engineering & Property 
Management and in the City Attorney’s Office will continue to work with the surety to ensure a 
smooth transition for the completion contractor.    
 
March 25, 2011 State Legislative Update 
Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office, 704‐336‐2009, dfenton@charlottenc.gov 
 
Attached (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT) is the March 25 State Legislative Update.  
Changes from last week’s update are denoted in bold face type. 
 
The No High Speed Rail bill (HB 422 – Killian, Frye) referenced in the Wednesday, March 23 
Council‐Manager Memo is scheduled for a hearing in the House Transportation Committee at 
noon on Tuesday, March 29. 
 
Legislation (SB 350 – Hartsell) has been filed that would mandate the local government 
retirement system and equivalent retirement systems, including the Charlotte Firefighters 
Retirement System, to provide an additional benefit in the form of an annual separation 
allowance to retired firefighters.  Such an allowance has been in place for retired police officers 
for approximately 20 years.  The fiscal impact to the City from this unfunded mandate is being 
determined at this time.  The same benefit to retired police officers costs the City 
approximately $3 million per year.  The bill, if enacted, would take effect on July 1, 2011. 
 
March 23 Metropolitan Transit Commission Meeting Summary 
Staff Resource:  Carolyn Flowers, CATS, 704‐336‐3855, cflowers@charlottenc.gov 
  
At its meeting on Wednesday, March 23, 2011, the MTC had one public hearing, took action on 
one item and heard two information items: 
 
Fare Increase Public Hearing for the Pass Discount Program 
CATS has two pass sales discount programs, an Employee Transportation Coordinator (ETC) 
program and a discount program for non‐profit organizations. Over 100 local and regional 
companies participate in the ETC program, which gives variable discounts of up to 25% for 
monthly passes for participating companies’ employees, based on companies’ pass sales 
volumes. The non‐profit organization discount of 25% has no volume requirement but 80% of 
the organization’s clients must be at or below poverty level. The organizations may give the 
discount passes to clients for free, or may charge up to the price they paid. CATS proposes 
reducing the discount by 5% to a maximum discount level of 20% for both programs. This will 
result in additional annual revenue of about $577,500.  
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Nine people spoke at the public meeting. Eight were opposed to the change in the discount 
level for non‐profit organizations, saying it would pose a hardship for the organizations’ client 
populations and the budgets of non‐profits. 
 
Transit Rules and Regulations Policy 
MTC members unanimously approved the Transit Rules and Regulations Policy, which governs 
behavior on and around transit vehicles and facilities. The policy was up for action as part of its 
regular three‐year review. Key changes were to incorporate Paid Fare Zones into the policy, 
update the language to match language in city ordinances, encourage no smoking at facilities 
through signage and cover the use of digital or other audio devices. 
 
Transit Capital Investment Plan (CIP) FY2012‐16 
Staff priorities in developing the five‐year CIP were to maintain vehicles and facilities in a state 
of good repair, ensure safety and security, and encourage economic development. The CIP is 
aligned with anticipated grants, and includes funds for the Blue Line Extension (BLE) and Red 
Line. The budget includes funds to maintain and replace vehicles as needed to maintain the 
current fleet size, as well as to maintain transit amenities and equipment. The rail capital 
program includes funds to overhaul rail vehicles, maintain tracks, and construct a small 
Maintenance of Way Facility. The CIP includes funds for the BLE, anticipating state and federal 
full funding grant agreements, which would enable expenditures during the five‐year period for 
the project’s final design, right of way and vehicle acquisition, and construction in FY2014‐16 in 
preparation of revenue operations beginning in late 2016 or early 2017. 
 
Independence Boulevard Study (ULI) 
Staff from CDOT and Planning presented an overview of the January report of the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI) – Rose Fellowship Panel’s recommendation for the Independence Boulevard Area 
Plan. Independence Boulevard has functioned as an interstate for the east side of the city, and is an 
important local and regional connection to nearby counties and the coast. The ULI panel had three 
main refinements to the current transit plan for Independence Blvd: to run bus rapid transit or 
express buses on Independence in High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes, run streetcars on Central 
Avenue and Monroe Road, and promote auto‐oriented retail on Independence and neighborhood‐
serving mixed‐use development on the streetcar lines. MTC members will consider the panel’s 
recommendations in making future transit decisions on the corridor. 
 
CATS CEO Report 
Under the CEO’s report, Carolyn Flowers discussed: 


a. Charlotte City Council: 
Staff will go to the Charlotte City Council for approval to amend the tire contract to 
cover environmental disposal issues not included in the original contract. Staff will 
also go to City Council for approval to amend the STV contract to take the project 
into the next phase, Final Design. 


b. Procurement: 
Staff have completed the Request for Proposals and selected a contractor for the 
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Advertising contract. Details for the first external advertisements are being finalized. 
The first advertisements may be out by the end of March. 


c. Legislative Efforts: 
While in Washington, DC for the American Public Transportation Association’s 
(APTA) convention, staff spoke with Congressional delegates about transportation 
funding reauthorization and continued support for the BLE as it moves through the 
New Starts process. 


d. Operating Budget: 
Staff continue to balance fuel purchases between spot purchases and contract 
purchases to reduce the budgetary impact of volatile fuel prices. Transit ridership 
rises as fuel prices increase; but rising fuel prices also affect consumer discretionary 
spending, which could impact transit tax revenues. 


e. Ridership: 
Local ridership for February was up 11.6% over February 2010. Express ridership was 
down, primarily due to cancellation of the Mooresville and Wachovia express lines. 


f. High Speed Rail: 
The state has been awarded $566 million in federal funds for High Speed Rail and 
Intercity Passenger Rail. A member of the Mecklenburg delegation proposed House 
Bill 422 (HB422) to preclude the state’s accepting federal funds unless the project 
has been approved through an act of the General Assembly. This may imperil the 
federal funds and may affect the Blue Line Extension through the Sugar Creek Grade 
Separation project as well as the Red Line through the Norfolk Southern/CSX Grade 
Separation project. Staff will monitor upcoming legislative discussions. MTC 
members pledged to take action with delegates as well. 


g. National Safe Place Week: 
In honor of National Safe Place Week, Ms. Flowers recognized staff who have 
worked with Safe Place to provide safe haven for at‐risk children. 


 
The next MTC meeting will be April 27, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. 
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14. Four-Year Terms for Mayor and City Council  
 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


Committee Chair: Warren Cooksey 


  


 Staff Resources: Mac McCarley, City Attorney’s Office  


  Bob Hagemann, City Attorney’s Office  


  


Explanation 


 The Citizen’s Advisory Committee would be a seven to eleven member committee 


 Former Mayors Harvey Gantt and Richard Vinroot have agreed to serve as Co-


Chairs. 


 The Chair/President of the following organizations or their designees would be 


invited to serve on the Committee: 


 


 Asian Coalition  Latino Coalition 


 Black Political Caucus  League of Women Voters 


 Charlotte Chamber  Native American Council 


 Democratic Party  Republican Party 


 International Cabinet  


 


 A minimum of five organizations must agree by April 11 to participate before the 


Citizen’s Advisory Committee can begin its work. 


 The Committee would be asked to report its recommendations to the Mayor and 


Council at the June 13, 2011 business meeting. 


  


 


Committee Discussion 


 At the February 14, 2011 City Council meeting, a referral was approved for the 


Restructuring Government Committee to review and consider four-year terms for 


the Mayor and members of City Council.   


 City staff provided City Council with reports and minutes from previous Council 


review of the issue, as well as, Mayor and City Council election data from 1975-


2009. 


 It was noted that this issue was considered by the Restructuring Government 


Committee in February 2010 and at that time the Committee chose to take no 


action on the referral.   


 Senior Deputy City Attorney Hagemann informed the Committee that State law 


gives the authority for Council to make changes to terms of office.  Procedurally, 


there is a notice and public hearing requirement.  Council can either propose the 


issue be placed on the ballot for voter approval or the Mayor and Council can 


enact the changes without a referendum.  If done by Council without a 


referendum, the law provides a petition process whereby citizens can force a 


referendum.   


 The Committee discussed the need to have community involvement in the 


discussion of four-year terms for the Mayor and Council.   


Action: Approve the Restructuring Government Committee 


recommendation to form a Citizen’s Advisory Committee to 


consider and review four-year terms for the Mayor and City 


Council. The Citizen’s Advisory Committee will provide a 


report to City Council at the June 13, 2011 business meeting. 







 Council member James Mitchell proposed forming a Citizen’s Advisory Committee 


consisting of nine citizens representing the two major political parties and various 


community organizations.  The Committee added the International Cabinet as a 


community group and an invitation to Luther Moore to serve on the committee.  


The total number on the Citizen’s Advisory Group was increased to 11. 


 At the March 24, 2011 Restructuring Government Committee meeting the 


Committee amended its original recommendation to City Council regarding four-


year terms for the Mayor and City Council to include:  
 the Citizen’s Advisory Committee will provide a report to City Council at 


the June 13, 2011 business meeting 


 former Mayors Harvey Gantt and Richard Vinroot have agreed to serve as 


Co-Chairs of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee 


 the Chair/President of each organization or their designee will be invited 


to serve on the advisory committee 


 a minimum of five organizations must agree to participate before the 


Citizen’s Advisory Committee can begin its work. 


 The motion on the amendments passed 3-1 (Cannon, Kinsey, Mitchell for, 


Cooksey against). 


 


 








 
 


CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 


M E M O R A N D U M 
 


March 25, 2011 


 


TO:   Curt Walton, City Manager 


Ron Kimble, Deputy City Manager    


 


FROM: Dana Fenton, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 


 


SUBJECT: State Legislative Update 
 


 


Changes from the last report are shown in bold face type. 
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Fire Separation Allowance (SB 350 – Hartsell) 


Legislation would require the Local Government Employees’ Retirement System or an 


equivalent locally sponsored retirement plan such as Charlotte Firefighters’ Retirement 


System to provide an annual separation allowance to eligible retired firefighters; this would 


be in addition to all other currently provided benefits; fiscal impact is being determined at 


this time; similar allowance for retired police officers costs the City approximately $3 


million per year; referred to Senate Pensions & Retirement & Aging 


 


No High Speed Rail (HB 422 - Killian, Frye) 


Legislation has been introduced in the General Assembly to prohibit North Carolina 


Department of Transportation (NCDOT) action to “… apply for, accept, or expend any 


grant funding from the federal government for any high-speed rail project unless the 


project has been approved through an act of the General Assembly.”  If HB 422 is enacted 


and authorization is not granted by the General Assembly, then the use of $566 million of 


High Speed and Intercity Passenger Rail funding previously awarded by the federal 


government to the State of North Carolina is imperiled.  Major uses of the funds in the 


Charlotte area include: 


 


1. $129 million NS/CSX Grade Separation Project, which primarily benefits freight 


and intercity passenger rail, but also provides secondary benefits to the proposed 


Red Line Commuter Rail 


2. $23 million Phase 1 improvements at the Charlotte Maintenance Facility 


3. $235 million double track between Charlotte and Greensboro  







4. $22 million state match for the $42 million Sugar Creek Grade Separation project, 


which is proposed to be completed prior to the Blue Line Extension (BLE) bridge 


project at Sugar Creek; giving back the ARRA funds would require the project to 


be made part of the BLE project 


 


The State of North Carolina will be applying for another round of High Speed and 


Intercity Passenger Rail projects very shortly.  NCDOT intends to apply for funding for a 


number of projects.  Absent authorization from the General Assembly, NCDOT would 


have to look for alternative funding for the following proposed projects in the Charlotte 


area: 


 


1. $56 million Charlotte Gateway Station track and bridge improvements and $40 


million for construction of Charlotte Gateway Station, which would be the terminus 


of the Red Line Commuter Rail from Center City Charlotte to Huntersville, 


Cornelius and Davidson 


2. $28 million Charlotte south end track improvements including construction of a wye 


(an intersection where two tracks come together) at Charlotte Junction  


3. $32 million proposed 36
th


 Street grade separation project, which is part of the BLE 


project and assumes NCDOT’s Rail Division will be a funding partner. 


 


State Budget 


Governor Perdue released recommended FY 2012 and FY 2013 budgets on February 18; facing a 


$2.4 billion deficit for FY 2012 and $2.0 billion for FY 2013, budget closes the gap by reducing 


spending $3.2 billion and netting additional $1.4 billion in “revenue changes”; among netted 


“revenue changes” is continuation of 0.75% of the 1% temporary state sales tax implemented in 


2009 and reduction of the corporate income tax rate from 6.9% to 4.9%; included in the spending 


reductions is elimination of 10,000 state positions through a combination of attrition, layoffs, and 


early retirements; House and Senate Appropriations subcommittees have been hearing 


presentations from state staff on proposed budgets and will be considering ways to shift monies 


to address specific issues; Transportation subcommittees are examining how to fill $300 million 


maintenance funding shortfall including considering cancellation of two turnpike authority 


projects (Garden Parkway and Mid-Currituck Bridge) and shifting gap funding to maintenance 


accounts; other projects may be at risk; the North Carolina Department of Transportation Public 


Transportation Division presented its budgetary needs to the joint subcommittees on Wednesday, 


March 9 including information with respect to the Blue Line Extension 


 


Motor Fuels Excise Tax (aka “Gas” Tax) 


Two bills introduced that would impact motor fuels excise tax (aka gas tax) collections are HB 


399 (McElraft) and SB 235 (Rouzer); HB399 would cap the gas tax at 32.5 cents per gallon and 


according to NCDOT, would require reduction in expenditures over next ten years of $977 


million; the impact to Mecklenburg County would be approximately $34 million, which includes 


$31 million for repaving state roads, $170,383 for secondary roads, and $2.3 million in Powell 


bill funding for local governments; SB 235 would eliminate the motor gas tax and make up the 


difference by repealing various tax credits and other expenditures that are not yet identified in 


the legislation 
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Municipal Broadband - Level Playing Field/Local Government Competition (HB 129 – 


Avila / SB 87 - Apodaca) 


Bill imposes additional requirements for municipalities to follow when establishing broadband 


systems for use by the general public; section of bill exempts internal government broadband 


systems that work within the jurisdictional boundary; sponsor has agreed to Charlotte request to 


broaden exemption to regional systems so as to accommodate the public safety broadband 


system funded by the stimulus grant to serve regional public safety assets which will be operated 


by the City; Representative Carney was instrumental in securing agreement on City amendment; 


bill was amended on March 16 and is expected to be reported out of committee on March 23; bill 


will require further amendment on March 23 to reflect all City concerns; bill reported out of 


House Finance and is on House calendar for final reading on March 28; sponsor agreed to 


work with City on securing needed amendments while bill is in Senate Finance, as have 


Senators Rucho and Clodfelter 


 


Billboards / Trees and Vegetation Removal (SB 183 – Brown / HB 309 LaRoque) 


Billboard industry sponsored legislation that implements a set of statewide standards to maintain 


trees and other vegetation near billboards instead of the current practice of NCDOT enforcing 


local ordinances including the City’s tree ordinance and zoning ordinance; proposed statewide 


standards enable the removal of trees and vegetation in state rights-of-way near billboards even 


though local ordinances may prohibit removal of such trees and vegetation; bill would also allow 


placement of billboards within one-hundred feet of other billboards whereas the current standard 


in the zoning ordinance is one-thousand feet; bill also allows current billboards to be replaced by 


digital billboards without regard to proximity to residential neighborhoods; bills referred to 


Transportation committees; SB 183 sponsor agreed to set up stakeholders group to address 


local government concerns 


 


Roadside Campaign Signs (SB 315 – Daniel) 


Bill enacts statewide standards for placement of campaign signs in state rights-of-way from 30 


days before the election to 10 days after the campaign 


 


Government Transparency Act (SB 344 – Clary) 


Bill requires disclosure of reasons for each employee promotion, demotion, transfer, suspension, 


separation, or other change in position classification, and performance evaluations 


 


Spending Cuts for the Current Fiscal Year (SB 109 - Stevens)  


SB 109 calls for spending reductions of $537 million in the current year for funding of the FY 


2012 budget; SB 109 does not spell out from where the funds are to be secured unlike the vetoed 


SB 13; SB 109 passed Senate and House; sent to Governor; General Assembly overrode the veto 


of Governor’s veto of SB 13, which was the predecessor to SB 109; SB 109 calls for reductions 


of over $500 million in the current fiscal year including specifically enumerated funds, including 


those for economic development 


 


 







 


Increasing Costs Prohibition (SB 22 – Brown) 


Bills prohibits state agencies subject to the Administrative Procedures Act from promulgating 


rules and regulations that result in higher costs unless adoption of the rule is required to respond 


to one of the following: (a.) a serious and unforeseen threat to the public health, safety, or 


welfare; (b.) an act of the General Assembly or United States Congress that expressly requires 


the agency to adopt rules; (c.) a change in federal or State budgetary policy; (d.) a federal 


regulation; or (e.) a court order; expires January 1, 2012; passed Senate and House, and sent to 


Governor 


 


Partisan Elections for Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Superior and District Courts (HB 


- 64 – Sager / SB 47 – Tillman) 


Bill would restore partisan elections for these judicial positions. 


 


Eminent Domain/Economic Development (HB 8 – Stam / SB 37 – Jackson) 


Proposed constitutional amendment would ban the use of eminent domain for any and all 


economic development purposes, even those that are incidental to the project; referred to 


Judiciary committees. 


 


State Law to Provide for Acceptable ID’s (HB 33 – Cleveland) 


Specifies forms of identification that all governmental entities, including local governments are 


authorized to use to determine actual identity; reported favorably out of House Government and 


re-referred to House Judiciary; substitute version of bill prohibits only use of consular or 


embassy documents to prove identity; reported out of committee 
 


Public Contracts / E-Verify (HB 36 – Cleveland) 


Legislation prohibits state and local government contracts with those companies that employ 


illegal immigrants and requires such contractors to use the federal E-Verify program to ensure 


that illegal immigrants are not hired; contractors are starting to lobby the General Assembly 


regarding the additional costs and liabilities this legislation would impose upon businesses. 


 


Public Employees / Public Contracts / E-Verify (SB 204 – Allran) 


Legislation requires counties and cities to use the federal E-Verify program to verify the work 


authorization of new employees; also requires that private entities contracting with counties and 


cities use the E-Verify program to verify the work authorization of its employees 


 


Land Transfer Tax (HB 92 – Howard / SB 226 - Tucker) 


Bills would repeal the local option land transfer tax enacted in 2007; HB 92 reported favorably 


out of House Finance and passed House; reported favorably out of Senate Finance; H92 passed 


Senate and presented to Governor 


 


Firearms in Locked Vehicles (HB 63 – Shepard) 


Handgun Permit Valid in Parks and Restaurants (HB 111 – Hilton) 


HB 63 takes away privilege of most employers to regulate whether employees can store firearms 


in personal vehicles on employer owned premises; HB 111 extends right of concealed weapons 


holder to carry concealed weapons into parks and restaurants; HB 111 amended to authorize 







owners of restaurants to ban carrying of concealed weapons on their premises; both bills referred 


to House Judiciary; HB 111 reported favorably out of committee 


 


Filling Vacancies in Local Offices (SB 266 – Clodfelter) 


Legislation would standardize how vacancies in offices of mayor and city council, board of 


commissioners, coroners, register of deeds would be filled; for city councils with partisan 


elections, council would be required to consult the county executive committee of that political 


party and seek recommendations, and appoint one of those recommended if they are one of three 


or more unranked nominations; if there are fewer than three nominations, then council could 


make selection as it is currently done; referred to Senate Judiciary I 


 


Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Restrictions (HB 281 – LaRoque) 


Bill appears to allow residents of ETJ areas to vote in municipal elections; this would require 


redrawing of council districts to include the ETJ; referred to House Government 


 


Sunshine Amendment (HB 87 – LaRoque) 


Bill would approve vote of the people to amend the North Carolina Constitution to make it more 


difficult for the General Assembly to amend public records and open meetings laws by requiring 


three-fifths vote for passage instead of majority vote; essentially this would make it much more 


difficult for local governments to successfully seek amendments to the public records and open 


meetings laws; referred to House Rules; passed House Rules and before full House 


 


Taxpayer Information Act (HB 315 – Pridgen) 


Requires information concerning estimated total amount of principal and interest of proposed 


general obligation bonds to be included in the ballot questions of local general obligation bond 


referenda 
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Design-Build (SB 56 – Clodfelter) 


SB 56 referred to Senate Finance 


 


Right of Way Withdrawal 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Nuisance Abatement (SB 170 – Hartsell / HB 433 - Bordsen) 


SB 170 referred to Senate Judiciary II; HB 433 referred to House Judiciary Subcommittee B 


 


E-Mail Subscribers 


City and League staffs have been working with Representative Samuelson on legislation. 


 


Energy 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Business Privilege License Tax 


Nothing to report at this time. 







 


Annexation (HB 9 – Dollar / SB 27 – Brock) 


Similar bills would impose moratorium on all involuntary annexations currently in process until 


July 1, 2012; City’s proposed annexations effective June 30, 2011 would be impacted even 


though the City has already expended $5 million in support of annexation; purpose of 


moratorium is to get all parties to the table to arrive at mutually satisfactory bill to run in 2012 


General Assembly; concern expressed by localities is that moratorium will merely be extended 


annually like what has repeatedly occurred in Virginia; SB 27 reported out of Senate State and 


Local Government and re-referred to Senate Finance; Senator Clodfelter was able to get 


amendment in Senate Finance exempting Charlotte 2011 annexations from moratorium; however 


Senate Republican leadership received many complaints about “special treatment” for City from 


other cities and Senators and sent bill back to Senate Finance to strip out Charlotte amendment; 


bill amended to remove Charlotte exemption and passed Senate on Monday, March 7 


 


Several bills have been filed to repeal involuntary annexations previously authorized and 


implemented by Rocky Mount, Lexington, Kinston, Wilmington, Goldsboro, Biltmore Lake, 


Roanoke Rapids and other cities; basis for exercising this power is Section 1 of Article VII of 


State Constitution giving the General Assembly the power to fix jurisdictional boundaries 


 


Courts Funding 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Mobility Fund 


Governor’s proposed budget provides $31 million in FY 2012 and $45 million in FY 2013, the 


amounts envisioned for FY 2012 and FY 2013 when the fund was established in 2010; Mobility 


Fund was reviewed by joint subcommittees on Transportation on Wednesday, March 16 


 


Local Revenue Sources for Roads and Transit 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


 


Bill Filing Deadlines: 


 Local Public 


Senate To Bill Drafting by March 1 


Introduced by March 9 


 


To Bill Drafting by March 11 


Introduced by March 23 


House To Bill Drafting by March 16 


Introduced by March 30 


To Bill Drafting by March 24 


Introduced by April 6 


Ten Bill Limit per Member 


 


 


 








   3/24/2011 


 


 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


  1 2 
 


12:00p Housing 


& Neighborhood 


Development, 


Room 280 


3:00p Budget 


Retreat,  


Room 267 


3 4 5 


6 7 
 


4:00p 


Governmental 


Affairs 


Committee, 


Room 280 


5:00p Council 


Workshop 


7:30p Citizens’ 


Forum 


8 9 
 


 


12:00p mtg 


cancelled Budget 


Committee, 


Room 280 


10 
1:30p Budget 


Committee, Room 


280 


3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, Room 
280 


6:30p District 4 


Town Hall 
Meeting, Sugaw 


Creek Presbyterian 


Church, 101 W. 
Sugar Creek Road 


11 12 


13 


 


14 15 16 17 18 19 
 


9:00a District 3 


Community 


Meeting, 


Southwest 


Middle School, 


13624 Steele 


Creek Road 


20 21 
 


 


3:00p 


Community 


Safety 


Committee, 


Room 267 


5:00p Zoning 


Meeting 


22 23 
 


 


3:00p Budget 


Retreat,  


Room 267 


 


5:30p MTC 


Meeting,  


Room 267 


24 
12:00p 


Restructuring 


Government 


Committee, Room 


280 


2:00p 


Transportation & 
Planning 


Committee, Room 


280 


3:00p Economic 


Development 


Committee, Room 
CH-14 


25 26 
 


9:00a District 2 


2011 Intelligent 


Leadership 


Conference, 


CMGC Room 


267 


27 28 
3:45p Environment 


Committee, Room 


280 


5:00p Council 


Business Meeting 


6:30p Citizens’ 
Forum 


29 30 
 


 


12:00p Budget 


Committee, 


Room 280 


31   


 


2011 


March 


NLC 


Congressional 


City 


Conference; 


Washington 


DC 


 


NLC Congressional City Conference 


Washington, DC 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


     1 2 


3 4 
 


 


 


5:00p Council 


Workshop 


7:30p Citizens’ 


Forum 


5 6 
 


12:00p 
Housing & 


Neighborhood 


Development, 


Room 280 


7 


 


8 9 


10 11 
2:00p 


Governmental 


Affairs 


Committee, 


Room 280 


3:30p 
Transportation & 


Planning 


Committee, 


Room 280 


5:00p Council 


Business Meeting 


12 13 
 


 


 


3:00p Budget 


Retreat,  
Room 267 


14 
 


3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, 


Room 280 


15 16 


17 18 19 20 
12:00p 


Community 


Safety 


Committee, 


Room 280 


21 22 
 


HOLIDAY 


GOOD 


FRIDAY 


23 


24 25 
 


3:45p 
Environment 


Committee, 


Room 280 


6:00p Combined 


Zoning & 


Council Business 


Meeting 


26 27 
 


5:30p MTC 


Meeting, Room 


267 


28 
12:00p 


Restructuring 


Government 


Committee, Room 
280 


2:00p 


Transportation & 
Planning 


Committee, Room 


280 


3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, Room 
280 


29 30 


 
2011 


April 












  


   


NEWS RELEASE     March 25, 2011 
 


City Council to consider water meter project  
 


CHARLOTTE – Continuing its series of customer service improvements that included 
last year‟s water meter equipment audit, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Utilities will ask City 
Council Monday to approve a pilot program in two neighborhoods to test-drive the latest, 
most sophisticated meter transmitter equipment available on the market.  
 


The program would include the installation of the new „100W‟ meter transmitters and 
registers in the River Run and Hidden Valley neighborhoods. The cost of the program is 
$234,470.  
 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Utilities began installing automated meter reading (AMR) 
equipment in 2002. AMR uses traditional, mechanical water meters with attached 
electronic transmitters that capture the mechanical reading and transmit water usage 
data via radio signal to mobile collectors as they drive through neighborhoods.  
 
Currently, about half of residential water meters use a model 60W transmitter, and half 
use an older model called the „50W.‟ Under the agreement, Itron, Inc., would accelerate 
the ongoing upgrade of 50W transmitters to 60W transmitters at no charge to the utility.  
This agreement will replace about half of the remaining 50W transmitters.   
 
A second agreement will be forthcoming through another vendor to replace the other 
half. Over the last decade transmitter technology has made significant advances, and 
the utility has worked continuously to keep the system up-to-date. 
 


“During the last several years we‟ve replaced 50Ws with 60Ws as needed. This 
agreement speeds things up,” said Barry Gullet, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Utilities Director. 
“The meter audit confirmed our meter equipment functions properly. The audit also 
supported our vendor‟s findings that the 60W, with its stronger radio signal, transmits the 
data signal at a better rate than the 50W. So we‟ve worked with Itron to accelerate the 
upgrade process while seizing the opportunity to test the 100Ws.” 
 


The testing of 100W meter transmitters in River Run and Hidden Valley marks a first 
step toward real-time, continuous meter reading. Because 100Ws capture and store 
water usage data at a more frequent interval, water customers could eventually have 
access to far more information about their water usage. River Run and Hidden Valley 
were chosen for the pilot because of their different water use patterns and because 
baseline data was established in both neighborhoods during last summer‟s meter 
equipment audit  
 


“100Ws are newer and more expensive technology,” Gullet said. “But they offer 
tremendous opportunities to improve the way we serve customers.”  
 
 





