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WEEK IN REVIEW: 
 


Mon (Feb 28)  Tues (Mar 1)  Wed (Mar 2)  Thurs (Mar 3)  Friday (Mar 4) 
3:45 PM 
Environment Committee,  
Room 280 
 
5:00 PM 
Council Business 
Meeting, 
Room 267 
 
6:30 PM 
Citizens’ Forum, 
Meeting Chamber 


  12:00 PM 
Housing and Neighborhood 
Development Committee,  
Room 280 
 
3:00 PM 
Budget Retreat, 
Room 267 


   
 







 
CALENDAR DETAILS: 
 
Monday, February 28 
3:45 pm  Environment Committee, Room 280   
    AGENDA: FY12 Focus Area Plan; Tree canopy goal and investment strategy 
 
5:00 pm  Council Business Meeting, Room 267 
 
6:30 pm  Citizens’ Forum, Meeting Chamber 
   
Wednesday, March 2 
 12:00 pm  Housing and Neighborhood Development Committee, Room 280 


AGENDA: FY12 Focus Area Plan follow‐up; Single room occupancy text 
amendment follow‐up; Neighborhood Symposium update; Quality of life report 
update and proposed enhancements review  
 


 3:00 pm  Budget Retreat, Room 267 
     
 
February and March calendars are ATTACHED (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT). 
 


AGENDA NOTES: 
 
Agenda Items #44 B,C,D – In Rem Remedy, 832 Siegle Avenue 
Staff Resource:  Walter Abernethy, N&BS, 704‐336‐4213, wabernathy@charlottenc.gov  
 
On January 24, Rodney Faulkner asked City Council to defer the Council vote to demolish three 
buildings at 832 Seigle Avenue.  Mr. Faulkner is a real estate agent for the property owner.  
Council voted to give Mr. Faulkner thirty days to sell the property and return to Council with a 
detailed plan to bring the property into compliance with the City’s Non‐Residential Building 
Code.  Mr. Faulkner was also required by Council to clean up the property and secure the 
building to limit vagrant access. Mr. Faulkner and some neighborhood volunteers did make a 
good faith effort to secure the buildings and clean up the property, however Code Enforcement 
checked the buildings on February 23 and found vagrants back inside the buildings.  (Photos 
below) 
 
On February 9, Mr. Faulkner notified Council by email that his two prospective buyers had 
chosen not to purchase the property. 
 
On February 18, Mr. Faulkner notified Council again by email that six new prospective buyers 
had been identified.  He added that Green City Development had agreed to purchase the 
property indicating a closing date of Friday, February 25.  Green City Development also 
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intended to make an offer on the City‐owned property behind the church on Seigle Avenue to 
be used for parking.  As of February 23, City Real Estate had received no such offer. It is difficult 
to determine from the e‐mail if the sale of the Seigle Avenue property is contingent on the 
purchase of the City property.   
 
Code Enforcement has had no direct contact with the current owner of the property.  The 
location of the three buildings and their deteriorated state will result in continued vagrancy 
problems and other community safety related issues.  The property was submitted by CMPD as 
a public agency referral to Code Enforcement nearly a year ago. 
 
At the February 28 Council meeting, Mr. Faulkner and Green City Development will ask City 
Council for more time to consummate the aforementioned sale and proposed development of 
the property. 
 


     
 
 


INFORMATION: 
 
2011 February 25 State Legislative Report 
Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager's Office, 704‐336‐2009, dfenton@charlottenc.gov 
 
ATTACHED is the February 25 State Legislative Update.  Changes from last week’s update are 
denoted in bold face type (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT). 
 
Budgetary and annexation issues were front and center at the General Assembly this week.  
The House and Senate Appropriations Committees subcommittees continue to meet jointly, 
hearing presentations from state staff on the Governor's proposed budget.  While the Governor 
vetoed the Balanced Budget Act of 2011 (SB 13), which would have required the Governor to 
find over $500 million in savings from this year’s budget for FY13, the House and Senate didn’t 
even try to overturn the veto.  Instead SB 109 was filed calling on the Governor to find $537 
million of savings in the current budget to be used for next year.  SB 109 does not specify where 
to find the funds unlike SB 13, which listed various economic development grant funds to tap. 
 
The Involuntary Annexation Moratorium bill was heard in Senate Finance this week.  In 
response to information from the City of Charlotte showing that the City had already expended 
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or committed in excess of $5 million for the 2011 annexations, Senator Clodfelter offered an 
amendment in Senate Finance on Tuesday to exempt the 2011 Charlotte annexations from SB 
27.  The bill sponsor accepted the amendment and the amended bill was reported out of 
Senate Finance.   The Charlotte exemption was the only such exemption in the bill.  By 
Wednesday morning, the Republican Senate leadership received many complaints from other 
Senators and cities that Charlotte was receiving "special treatment".  The leadership decided 
that day to re‐refer the bill back to Senate Finance so the amendment could be stripped out on 
Tuesday, March 1.  On Friday, Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger, addressing the Metro 
Mayors Coalition Winter Meeting in Greensboro, alluded to the exemption stating that no 
exemptions would be in the bill.  Senator Berger expects the bill to be reported out of 
committee and to pass the Senate next week.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS (SEE TABLE OF CONTENTS ON LEFT): 
 
Policy Calendar: March 2011 – May 2011 
 
Council Follow‐Up Report 
 
Contents Include: 
‐‐Median Maintenance for Landscape Services 
 
February 7 Governmental Affairs Committee Summary 
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February 14, 2011 – City Council Dinner Briefing 
 
Median Maintenance for Landscape Services  
Staff Resource: John Lojko, Engineering & Property Management, 704‐336‐5056, 
jlojko@charlottenc.gov 
 
In the February 18 Follow‐Up Report was a listing of only one median location (East District “A”) 
in response to Council member Dulin’s request for additional information about the locations of 
the six Median Maintenance Contracts.  Attached are the remaining five median locations (East 
District “B”, West District “A”, West District “B”, South District “A”, and South District “B”) that 
were omitted from the original February 18 Follow‐Up Report in error. 
 


East District B.pdf West District A.pdf West District B.pdf South District A.pdf South District B.pdf
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Charlotte City Council 


Governmental Affairs
                           Committee 


Meeting Summary for February 7, 2011


 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


 


COMMITTEE AGENDA TOPICS   
 
I. Subject: Federal Update 
 Action: None. 
 
II. Subject: National League of Cities Congressional City Conference 
 Action: None. 
 
III. Subject: State Update 
 Action: None. 
 
IV. Subject: North Carolina League of Municipalities 2011-12 Municipal 


Advocacy Goals 
 Action: None. 
 
V. Subject: Hot Topics 
 Action: None. 
 
VI. Subject: Next Meeting 
 Action: Monday, March 7, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 280 
 


COMMITTEE INFORMATION  
 
Present:  Nancy Carter and Andy Dulin 
Absent:  Warren Turner and Patrick Cannon 
Time:   4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 


ATTACHMENTS 
 
1.  Agenda Package 
2.  Handouts
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DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS    
 
 
Committee Discussion: 
 
Council member Carter welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked those in attendance 
to introduce themselves.   
 
I. Federal Update 


Dana Fenton introduced representatives from Holland & Knight participating via 
conference call:  Shawna Whatley and Jeff Boothe.   Ms. Whatley will provide an update 
on earmarks and Mr. Boothe will give an update on transit. 


Whatley: Congratulations on winning the DNC bid; we would love to assist you all.  


  Last Tuesday, the Chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee 
conceded to the House and agreed to not include earmarks.  So, they will 
begin transitioning to a grant assisted approach.  We will work with the 
Delegation to make sure your priorities are aligned with the appropriate 
grants and start making the rounds.   


Carter:  We had unified action last year with our projects.  Are there other things 
we can do to bolster our requests? 


Whatley: It depends on the priorities.  On regular projects it helps and we can 
continue to keep you updated on opportunities and then inform you when 
they are ready to move forward. 


Dulin:  Last year we were kind of in the same boat with Myrick out of earmarks, 
so we really are in the same situation? 


Fenton: Everyone is out of earmarks in this lame duck session. 


Dulin:  I missed that – sorry.  I know the squeaky wheel gets the oil, so would it 
help if we made a more public face there or would that be bothersome? 


Whatley: We will go through the same process as last year when you are here for 
the League of Cities meeting.  We will schedule a round of meetings and 
identify projects you can take to the Delegation for grant opportunities.  It 
is just as important as last year.  And, we will keep you informed. 


Carter:  Is Myrick open to grants? 


Whatley: She has said she will do whatever she can to be helpful. 
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Carter:  I would be interested in seeing a streetcar summit being put before them. 


Boothe: Keep in mind there is an invitation forthcoming from the Assistant 
Secretary of Transportation to a select number of attendees to discuss the 
future of streetcars, wireless technology, etc. in a smaller group setting.  
The group will include one person from each city; I assume that would be 
you, Council member Carter, since we have just found out Council 
member Mitchell has a conflict. 


  We should see the budget on Monday.  The rumor is there is a 
discretionary pot of money communities can go after new starts.  We are 
not clear what the money can be used for, what the criteria is going to be.  
But, the timing of the streetcar discussion a day after the budget is out 
means the authorization projects will likely be delayed to later in the 
month.  With respect, the Administration will be the first out this month 
with a bill.  The House hearings are invitation only related to 
transportation.  James Mitchell, as President of NLC, will have a speaking 
role on transit.  It is expected the House will zero out the starts program; 
the Mayor has signed a letter to the Delegation. 


Fenton: Actually, that’s in process. 


Boothe: We have been in contact with the House and Senate to express the 
importance of these programs especially to Charlotte. 


Dulin:  I would like to comment for the record that I am still not a streetcar 
proponent.  I would say “good luck” – I don’t hope you fail, but I’m not 
voting for the streetcar.  It is not unanimous. 


Boothe: Understood. 


Dulin:  I will help on the extension though. 


Boothe: We are trying to have transit and the city link arms so they understand 
how important transit funding is to cities.  The Republicans zeroed out the 
compromise money the House leadership developed in the budget with the 
continuing resolution.  So, it will be interesting to see what is funded 
versus what is cut.  It has to get 60 votes in the Senate and withstand a 
Presidential veto.  There is a lot still to play out.  Appropriations have 
been banned, but an authorization bill is different.  We still prepare the 
projects as we did when we were assuming earmarks. 


Carter:  Thank you.  Your advice will continue to be crucial for us as we approach 
people.  I’m delighted to be at the reception; I think it will be fruitful; but I 
will also need guidance. 
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Boothe: The wireless car that was recently on display here spawned a lot of 


interest.  The Administration was unaware.  They thought United Streetcar 
was the only technology available, so we forwarded them the information 
from the Charlotte display.  It was an interesting conversation and they 
were interested in the wireless technology, but also the availability of 
girder rail.  The US supplier recently shut down, so there needs to be an 
aggregation of orders of wireless and girder rail to justify opening the line, 
especially the girder rail.  Again, it will be an interesting conversation. 


Dulin:  When the streetcar display was here, I introduced myself to the guy, and 
granted I was casual, but this was the Senior Vice President, and I asked 
him how much a prototype would cost.  He had no idea the cost.  It was an 
interesting exchange. 


Boothe: It is really a supply and demand issue.  They probably don’t know until 
the orders come in.  So, it is hard to say when you don’t know if you will 
be making three or 25. 


Dulin:  They should know in the ballpark. 


Boothe: Sure.  It’s probably $3.5 to $4 million, plus. 


Dulin:  The life of the battery. 


Boothe: He should have been able to give you an idea of the cost. 


Dulin:  It would have been interesting and helpful. 


Boothe: One thing that we have been looking for is the annual restarts report.  We 
haven’t heard if we will be in or out.  I know there was some question 
about project schedules.  This is part of the FTA process, but we haven’t 
heard if it will be part of the President’s budget or not. 


Fenton: We haven’t heard anything either. 


Whatley: One other thing on the radar, it was just announced the President will cut 
the CBDG grant by 7.5%. 


Fenton: The County administration has been very much aware. 


Whatley: We will be working with you to plan and coordinate a NLC schedule. 


Dulin:  With the scaled down funding, etc., this is national, not just Charlotte, do 
we have enough time to figure out what we can do with less money? 
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Whatley: Yes.  The National organization has been talking to the White House and 


then to Congress to keep the funds.  But, yes, we have been thinking about 
working with less if that happens in the President’s budget.  There is talk 
of getting back to the 2008 levels by the Republicans. 


Dulin:  We know what’s coming, so we need to figure out what to do by March. 


II. National League of Cities Congressional City Conference 


Mr. Fenton advised the Committee the Pre-Conference activities are on March 12 and 13 
while the formal program starts on March 14 [agenda attached].  The timing is very 
similar to last year. 


Carter:  Will there be a breakfast? 


Whatley: Certainly.  We can talk to the Delegation about what works best, but I 
know they appreciate the breakfast conversations. 


Carter:  I see a conflict with the diversity breakfast on Monday and general session 
on Tuesday. 


Whatley: Most members don’t arrive until Tuesday, so we would suggest Tuesday 
or Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. 


Carter:  That could be a challenge for Council member Mitchell. 


Dulin:  Council member Mitchell hasn’t joined in the past due to other 
commitments, and the same was true for Council member Burgess due to 
her national board stature. I think if you can get seven out of nine of us, 
you go ahead.  We should think about Tuesday morning.  I think the 
President of NLC has an excused absence. 


Fenton: We were thinking the Delegation might not make it on Tuesday morning; 
Wednesday might be the best day. 


Carter:  That’s fine.  Thank you all and for the agenda. 
 
III. State Update 


 
Mr. Fenton referred the Committee to his recent State Legislative update [copy attached]. 
The General Assembly is requiring the Governor to reduce expenditures by $400 million 
for use next fiscal year, including $80 million in non-recurring economic development 
funds.  This is very much opposed, so there will be heavy debate.  Gap financing is also 
in danger. 
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Dulin:  I have had no conversation with the Republicans, but my question or 


comment is $75 million here or $80 million there of an additional $400 
million, I get the feeling they have got to hit the nut.  They have to grab 
the fruit.  $75 million is low, and the Governor is going to get pushback. I 
like how we handle the money, but not how it is handled in Raleigh. 


 
Carter:  Should we discuss the budgetary issue?  Do we need to go to our folks? 
 
Fenton: It’s not coming out of the operating budget. 
 
Kimble: It’s for attraction and recruitment.  The Chamber will also be reaching out. 
 
Carter:  We need to have a factual argument with concrete numbers.  I think that 


would be beneficial. 
 
Fenton: The State has that information.  The Mayor talked about funding the 


number of jobs. 
 
Dulin:  I know the Chamber has folks on the ground, but does Center City 


Partners have people up there? 
 
Kimble: No. 
 
Carter:  I just got back from an Economic Development Conference in Savannah 


and their major recommendation was an emphasis on small businesses and 
retainment versus recruitment, because those businesses hire locally. 


 
Dulin:  That’s not new.  How are we supposed to do that? 
 
Carter:  By devoting/shifting resources to retainment.  I thought it was worth 


passing along and could be pertinent to how we lobby. 
 
Fenton: I also want to highlight annexation because currently there is movement 


to impose a moratorium.  The reason is this gives folks a chance to talk 
about the issues that are going on.  However, we fear that the temporary 
moratorium will become permanent.  The League has gotten to work on 
this quickly. 


 
Carter:  Could you get us a copy of what is being proposed? 
 
Fenton: Yes. 
 
Dulin:  Are they pretty much bent on getting this passed? 
 
Fenton: Yes.  So, we feel we need to get going for everyone’s benefit. 
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Dulin:  Are they looking to us to be advisors? 
 
Fenton: No. 
 
Kimble: We do not believe a moratorium is the way to go.  It puts us at a 


disadvantage to negotiate changes.  Our view is we should negotiate 
changes in the long session.  There is a 20-point plan from a year ago.  
They still want to give annexed residents a voice in the general election.  
We are working with the League, but this is scheduled to be heard on 
Wednesday morning and could pass this week.  We have enlisted the aid 
of the Chamber as well. 


 
Carter:  This is very pragmatic on the east side.  Should I speak to Tillis, because it 


affects a potential hospital with water and sewer.  There is a lot pending 
on this. 


 
Kimble: Yes, thank you.  The point is the moratorium would be effective July 1.  


Our position is let’s not have a moratorium, let’s negotiate changes.  But, 
they are gung ho on a moratorium. 


 
Dulin:  I could go to Raleigh tomorrow, if necessary. 
 
Kimble: We need to decide what kind of resources are necessary.  The League is 


doing a great job, because this is a huge topic.  Everyone is sending in 
information.  We have the last six years worth of information ready to go 
to be able to discuss the impact. 


 
Carter:  If it would be effective, we could go together. 
 
Fenton: Let me make a couple of calls. 
 
Dulin:  I am also free at least half of Wednesday; until late afternoon.  So, 


Tuesday afternoon, night and Wednesday morning. 
 
Carter:  Me too. 
 
Kimble: Thank you this is serious. 
 
Fenton: I have also included in your packets a Government Affairs update [copy 


attached].  The focus this session is on the Republican leadership.  Also 
included in your packets is an updated contact list of the 2011-2012 
Mecklenburg Delegation [copy attached]. 


 
  As far as bill deadlines, those are coming up and the House has been 
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limited to 10 public bills per member. 


 
IV. North Carolina League of Municipalities 2011-2012 Municipal Advocacy 


Goals 
 


Mr. Fenton referred the Committee to the handout with the NCLM 2011-2012 Municipal 
Advocacy Goals [copy attached].  There are 25 goals listed. 
 
Carter:  This is outstanding.  Our five priorities are in the top 20, so we should 


have statewide support. 
 
Fenton: I’d like to point out number five.  The City’s position was to get passed 


what was approved last year for Wake County.  This was for public access 
to view, not receive, email addresses.  The League believes this absolutely 
should be confidential, so they are moving for stronger legislation.  We 
are tagging along. 


 
Carter:  Who voted on this? 
 
Fenton: I’m not sure who brought this up. 
 
Kimble: They are adamant about protecting emails. 
 
Fenton: Especially after the recent Charlotte Observer request.   
 


On Wednesday, the Delegation will be having their second meeting of the 
session and will be dividing up the legislation. 
 
Earle was elected Chair.  And, the Delegation will have follow-up 
meetings over the next two Wednesdays.  I will be going up tomorrow 
morning for their 8:30 meeting. 
 


 Dulin:  When then is a good time for us? 
 


Fenton: There is an 11:00 a.m. session and there are bills in both Houses, so there 
will be opportunities.  There is not a lot of legislation yet. 


 
Dulin:  So, 10:00 a.m. or 9:00 a.m.? 
 
Carter:  I’ll be at the Energy Summit at UNCC, but that’s on the way. 
 
Fenton: I’ll be staying overnight. 
 
Carter:  Wouldn’t we be more effective on Wednesday? 
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Fenton: Not sure. 
 
Kimble: I think he was going to make a few calls after this meeting and find out if 


there are any conflicts with the calendar.  But, we need to get ready for an 
active session. 


 
Dulin:  I am more agreeable to going to Raleigh than I have been in the past. 
 
Carter:  Thank you!  Plus, we can include other members of the Committee. 
 
Fenton: Follow-up is always required. 
 
Dulin:  I don’t know my way around anymore. 
 
Fenton: True.  Representative Carney is the only one who kept her office.  But, we 


can tell you where everyone is located. 
 
V. Hot Topics 


 
None. 
 
VI. Next Meeting 


 
March 7, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 280.  
 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 


 
 







Governmental Affairs Committee          
Monday, February 7, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. 


Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center 
Room 280 


 
Committee Members: Nancy Carter, Chair 
    Warren Turner, Vice Chair 
    Patrick Cannon 
    Andy Dulin 
 
Staff Resource:  Ron Kimble 


  
 


AGENDA 


 
 
 Distribution: Mayor/City Council Curt Walton, City Manager     Dana Fenton 
   Leadership Team  Stephanie Kelly   Mac McCarley 
   Bob Hagemann  Greg Gaskins   
   
          
   
   


 
 


I. Federal Update – Holland & Knight  
 


II. National League of Cities Congressional City Conference 
(attachment) – Dana Fenton, Holland & Knight and Committee Members  


 
• Pre-conference Activities – March 12-13 
• Main Conference Activities – March 14-16 


 
III. State Update (attachment) – Dana Fenton 


 
IV. North Carolina League of Municipalities 2011-12 Municipal Advocacy 


Goals (attachment) – Nancy Carter, Ron Kimble, Dana Fenton and 
Committee Members 


 
V. Hot Topics 


 
VI. Next Meeting: 


 
March 7, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 280  
Proposed Schedule - Attachment 


 
 


 
 
 
 
   















































































Governmental Affairs Committee 
2011 Proposed Meeting Schedule 


 
 


First Monday of every month at 4:00 p.m. in Room 280 
(exceptions noted) 


 
 


 
January 10 @ noon 


 
February 7 


(Note:  There is no Council meeting to follow due to Retreat) 
 


March 7 
 


April 4 
 


May 2 
 


June 6 
 


September 6 
(Tuesday) 


 
October 3 


 
November 


(TBD)  
 
 
 
 


Notes: 
No July or August Meetings – Council’s Summer Schedule 
November meeting would be night before elections 
No December meeting pending potential new Committee assignments 
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CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 


M E M O R A N D U M 
 


February 25, 2011 


 


TO:   Curt Walton, City Manager 


Ron Kimble, Deputy City Manager    


 


FROM: Dana Fenton, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 


 


SUBJECT: State Legislative Update 
 


 


 


HHOOTT  TTOOPPIICC  


 


State Budget 


Governor Perdue released her recommended FY 2012 and FY 2013 budgets on February 18; 


facing a $2.4 billion deficit for FY 2012 and $2.0 billion for FY 2013, the budget closes the gap 


by reducing spending by $3.2 billion and netting an additional $1.4 billion in “revenue changes”; 


among the netted “revenue changes” is continuation of 0.75% of the 1% temporary state sales tax 


implemented in 2009 and reduction of the corporate income tax rate from 6.9% to 4.9%; 


included in the spending reductions is elimination of 10,000 state positions through a 


combination of attrition, layoffs, and early retirements; House and Senate Appropriations 


subcommittees have been hearing presentations from state staff on proposed budgets and 


will be considering ways to shift monies to address specific issues; Transportation 


subcommittees are examining how to fill $300 million maintenance funding shortfall 


including considering cancellation of two turnpike authority projects (Garden Parkway 


and Mid-Currituck Bridge) and shifting gap funding to maintenance accounts; other 


projects may be at risk. 


  


DDEEVVEELLOOPPIINNGG  IISSSSUUEESS  


  


Balanced Budget Act of 2011 (SB 13 – Stevens) / Spending Cuts for the Current Fiscal Year 


(SB 109 - Stevens)  


SB 13 directs Director of the Budget to reduce current year General Fund expenditures in an 


unspecified manner to reach a goal of $400 million for use in the following fiscal year, and 


sweeps another $142 million from state accounts including nearly $80 million in non-recurring 


economic development funds; concern raised by Governor and economic development groups is 


that other states are investing more funds in economic development and that North Carolina 







projects not yet committed will be at a severe disadvantage; bill was subject of spirited debate in 


both the House and Senate; bill has passed both House and Senate and is heading to Governor’s 


desk; Charlotte Chamber of Commerce dropped its opposition to the bill after Speaker Tillis 


assured Chamber leaders that he is committed to keeping the State competitive and that he will 


work proactively with other leaders in the legislature and state government to aggressively 


recruit jobs and investment to North Carolina; Governor vetoed the bill; since House does not 


have votes to overturn veto, SB 109 has been introduced calling for spending reductions of 


$537 million in the current year for funding of the FY 2012 budget; SB 109 does not spell 


out from where the funds are to be secured. 


 


Increasing Costs Prohibition (SB 22 – Brown) 


Bill prohibits state environmental agencies subject to the Administrative Procedures Act from 


promulgating rules and regulations that result in higher costs unless adoption of the rule is 


required to respond to one of the following: (a.) a serious and unforeseen threat to the public 


health, safety, or welfare; (b.) an act of the General Assembly or United States Congress that 


expressly requires the agency to adopt rules; (c.) a change in federal or State budgetary policy; 


(d.) a federal regulation; or (e.) a court order; expires January 1, 2013; passed Senate; referred 


to House Environment. 


 


Partisan Elections for Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Superior and District Courts (HB 


64 – Sager / SB 47 – Tillman) 


Bill would restore partisan elections for these judicial positions. 


 


Eminent Domain/Economic Development (HB 8 – Stam / SB 37 – Jackson) 


Proposed constitutional amendment would ban the use of eminent domain for any and all 


economic development purposes, even those that are incidental to the project; referred to 


Judiciary committees. 


 


Increase Property Tax Appeals Efficiency (HB 43 – Carney / SB 55 - Clodfelter) 


Legislation requested by Mecklenburg County to increase the size of the Board of Equalization 


in anticipation of the high number of property valuation appeals expected in 2011; General 


Assembly is aiming to get this bill through for the Governor’s signature by early March so the 


County Commission may implement the necessary changes; SB 55 passed Senate and House 


and has been ratified (2011-1). 


 


State Law to Provide for Acceptable ID’s (HB 33 – Cleveland) 


Specifies forms of identification that all governmental entities, including local governments, are 


authorized to use to determine actual identity. 


 


Public Contracts / Illegal Immigrants (HB 36 – Cleveland) 


Legislation would prohibit state and local government contracts with those companies that 


employ illegal immigrants and require such contractors to use the federal E-Verify Program to 


ensure that illegal immigrants are not hired; contractors are starting to lobby the General 


Assembly regarding the additional costs and liabilities this legislation would impose upon 


businesses. 


 







 


Municipal Broadband - Level Playing Field/Local Government Competition (HB 129 – 


Avila) 


Bill takes up where 2010 SB 1209 (Hoyle) left off by imposing additional requirements for 


municipalities to follow when establishing broadband systems for use by the general public; 


section of bill exempts internal government broadband systems that work within the 


jurisdictional boundary; sponsor has agreed to Charlotte’s request to broaden exemption 


to regional systems so as to accommodate the public safety broadband system funded by 


the stimulus grant to serve regional public safety assets which will be operated by the City; 


Representative Carney was instrumental in convincing sponsor to accept City amendment. 


 


Land Transfer Tax (HB 92 – Howard) 


Bill would repeal the local option land transfer tax enacted in 2007. 


 


LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIVVEE  AAGGEENNDDAA  


  


Design-Build (SB 56 – Clodfelter) 


Legislation requested by the City introduced. 


 


Right of Way Withdrawal 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Nuisance Abatement 


City staff has been working with Police Chiefs Association, League and Metro Mayors to 


line up sponsors of legislation. 


 


E-Mail Subscribers 


City and League staffs have been working with Representative Samuelson on legislation. 


 


Energy 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Business Privilege License Tax 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Annexation (HB 9 – Dollar / SB 27 – Brock) 


Similar bills would impose moratorium on all involuntary annexations currently in process until 


July 1, 2012; City’s proposed annexations effective June 30, 2011 would be impacted; purpose 


of moratorium is to get all parties to the table to arrive at mutually satisfactory bill to run in 2012 


General Assembly; concern expressed by localities is that moratorium will merely be extended 


annually like what has occurred in Virginia; SB 27 reported out of Senate State and Local 


Government and re-referred to Senate Finance; Senator Clodfelter was able to get amendment 


in Senate Finance exempting Charlotte 2011 annexations from moratorium; however 


Senate Republican leadership received many complaints about “special treatment” for City 


from other cities and Senators and has sent bill back to Senate Finance to strip out 


Charlotte amendment; bill is expected to be heard in coming week. 







 


In an unprecedented move, several bills have been filed to repeal involuntary annexations 


previously authorized and implemented by Rocky Mount, Lexington, Kinston and other cities 


prior to 2010; basis for exercising this power is Section 1 of Article VII of State Constitution 


giving the General Assembly the power to fix jurisdictional boundaries. 
 


Courts Funding 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


Mobility Fund 


Governor’s proposed budget provides $31 million in FY 2012 and $45 million in FY 2013, the 


amounts envisioned for FY 2012 and FY 2013 when the fund was established in 2010. 


 


Local Revenue Sources for Roads and Transit 


Nothing to report at this time. 


 


 


Bill Filing Deadlines: 


 


 Local Public 


Senate To Bill Drafting by March 1 


Introduced by March 9 


 


To Bill Drafting by March 11 


Introduced by March 23 


House To Bill Drafting by March 16 


Introduced by March 30 


To Bill Drafting by March 24 


Introduced by April 6 


Ten Bill Limit per Member 


 


 


 








Items for which Council action will be requested in the month are in Green. 
Items that are for information (no action) for the month are Blue. 


Subject to change 
2/25/2011 
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March 2011-May 2011 
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COMMITTEE 


 


REDISTRICTING 
COMMITTEE 


  


 FY12 Focus Area Plan 
 
 
 
 


  PVH ordinance 


 FY12 Focus Area Plan 
 


  


 FY12 Focus Area Plan 


 Independence Area Plan 


 How to be a good corporate 
citizen 


 Historic property 
designation process 


 Independence Area Plan 


 Business Investment 
Grant program review 


 Independence Area 
Plan 


 FY12 Focus Area Plan   Tree canopy 
investment strategy 


 FY12 Focus Area Plan 
 


 Sidewalk retrofit policy 


 Transportation 
Improvement Program 
2012-2018 


 Elizabeth Area Plan 
 


 Sidewalk retrofit policy 


 Transportation 
Improvement Program 
2012-2018 


 Transportation Action 
Plan 5-Year update 


 Steele Creek Area Plan 


 
 
 


  


 FY12 Strategic Operating 
Plan 
 
 


 FY12 Strategic Operating 
Plan 
 


 FY12 Strategic 
Operating Plan 
 


 
 
 


  Redistricting 


 







Subject to Change 


2/25/2011 
 


 


City Council Committee Pending Topics 
 


 
Community Safety Committee 


 Noise ordinance revisions 


 PVH ordinance revisions 
 


Housing and Neighborhood Development Committee 


 FY2012 Focus Area Plan 


 Assisted multi-family housing at transit stations 


 Inclusionary zoning density bonus 


 Single room occupancy text amendment 
 


Economic Development Committee 


 FY2012 Focus Area Plan 


 Independence Area Plan 


 How to be a good corporate citizen 


 Historic property designation process 


 Business Investment Grant program review 
 


Environment Committee 


 FY2012 Focus Area Plan 


 Tree canopy investment strategy 


 Alternative energy strategy 
 


Transportation and Planning Committee 


 FY2012 Focus Area Plan 


 Sidewalk retrofit policy 


 Transportation Action Plan 5-year update 


 Managed lanes 


 Transportation  improvement program 2012-2018 


 Elizabeth Area Plan 


 Steele Creek Area Plan 


 CCOG Transportation Plan 


 Long Range Transportation Plan 
 


Restructuring Government  Committee 


 Executive compensation policy 


 Four-year terms for Mayor and City Council 


 Environmental advisory committee 
 


Governmental Affairs Committee 


 Federal and State legislative packages 
 


Budget Committee 


 Financial partner review 


 Mayor’s Budget Task Force report review 
 
Redistricting Committee 


 Redistricting 





