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CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
M E M O R A N D U M 


 
May 28, 2010 


 
TO:   Ron Kimble, Deputy City Manager    


 
FROM: Dana Fenton, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Week 2 State Legislative Update 
 
 
HHOOTT  TTOOPPIICC  
 
Last week, the North Carolina Senate passed out its version of the state budget (SB 897) on 
Thursday, May 20.  The Senate’s budget did not include funding of the Governor’s proposed 
Mobility Fund.  As proposed by the Governor, the Fund would generate $300 million for 
projects of statewide significance and be funded by various fees.  The first project to be funded 
would be the replacement of the Yadkin River Bridge while NCDOT and local governments 
would collaboratively develop a prioritization process for future projects.  All modes of 
transportation would be eligible including highway, rail, aviation, ports, ferry, transit, bike and 
pedestrian projects.  The Metropolitan Mayors Coalition and North Carolina League of 
Municipalities support the creation of the Fund. 
 
On Thursday, May 27, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation reported out a 
committee report that included a modified version of the Mobility Fund that depends upon 
transfers and annual appropriations as its source of funding.  The only project identified for 
funding would be the widening of I-85 north of the Yadkin River Bridge, which is a distinct 
phase of the Yadkin River Bridge project.  House leadership is working towards final approval 
of the House version by Friday, June 4. 
  
DDEEVVEELLOOPPIINNGG  IISSSSUUEESS  
  


  Broadband (SB 1209) 
Last week, Senator Hoyle introduced the broadband bill that addresses on a statewide basis how 
local governments may compete with private telecommunications providers in the provision of 
cable television and internet services to businesses and residents.  The bill requires local 
governments, when debt financing is required to fiannce the purchase, maintenance and repair 
these systems, to seek approval of the voters to issue general obligation bonds for these 
activities.  This approach would preclude the use of certificates of participation (COPS) which 







are not subject to voter approval.  The issue for the City of Charlotte is whether the proposed 
public safety braodband system would be subject to the bill.  In its introduced form, the proposed 
system would be subject to SB 1209.  Since the proposed system is not intended to compete with 
private providers staff is working to ensure the proposed system is not subject to the final bill.  
SB 1209 is expected to be heard Tuesday, June 1 in Senate Finance.  
 


  Towing from Private Lots (SB 1136) 
 Senator Rucho introduced this bill to strengthen regulation of towing from private lots in certain 
localities, including Charlotte, and added Mecklenburg County to the list of localities covered by 
this statute.  Bill was introduced in reaction to a vehicle parked without permission in a private 
lot in Huntersville which was towed to the towers lot in Shelby.  Due to the distance, the owner 
was unable to pick up the vehicle for a considerable amount of time.  Bill would require signs to 
display name and phone number of towing company, prevent transport of vehicle more than 15 
miles away from place of removal and limit fees charged to those that are “reasonable”.  The 
provision over the fees conflicts with City ordinance that establishes rates towers may charge for 
private towing, which staff has discussed with the Senator.  A proposed amendment has been 
drawn up for the Senator to consider that allows the City to continue setting the rate towers may 
charge for such services.  There is also a house companion measure HB 1866.   
 


  911 (HB 1691) 
Legislation was introduced to make several changes to the 911 statutes that govern how funds 
received from the State for the receiving of emergency calls may be used and their distribution 
methods.  The expanded uses of funds will be beneficial to the City.  The North Carolina League 
of Municipalities supports the expanded uses of funds.  However another provision reverting 
from a statutory based per capita method of distribution to a formula developed by the 911 Board 
would insert a level of uncertainty into the annual budgeting process.  The City receives 
approximately $4.8 million per year from the fund.   
 
LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIVVEE  AAGGEENNDDAA  
  


  Business Privilege License Tax 
At this point in time, legislation has not been filed impacting the City’s ability to collect the 
Business Privilege License Tax.  While it has been reported that some members would desire to 
address this issue in the short session, there is a greater desire to adopt a state budget before the 
end of June and adjourn shortly thereafter while addressing this and other tax issues in 2011. 
 


Annexation 
2009 HB 524, which was passed by the House in July 23, 2009 and sent to the Senate, was 
rereferred by the Senate this week from Senate Finance to Senate Committee on Rules and 
Operations of the Senate. 
 


Retention of State’s Minimum 50% of Non Federal match on Transit Projects 
No action taken on this issue. 
 


State Participation in Non Federal Transit Projects 
No action taken on this issue. 







 
State Maintenance Funding on Rail Transit Projects 


No action taken on this issue. 
 


Charlotte Firefighters Retirement System 
City requested legislation has been filed.  The bills numbers are HB 1934 (M. Alexander) and 
SB 1336 (Graham).  HB 1934 was reported favorably out of House Local Government I and was 
re-referred to House Pensions and Retirement. 
 


Law Enforcement Officers Emergency Fund 
City requested legislation introduced in House by Rep. M. Alexander (HB 1935) and introduced 
in Senate by Senator Graham (SB 1402).  HB 1935 was reported favorably out of House Local 
Government I and was re-referred to House Pensions and Retirement. 
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WEEK IN REVIEW: 
 


Mon (May 31) Tues (June 1) Wed (June 2) Thurs (June 3) Friday (June 4) 
MEMORIAL 
DAY HOLIDAY 


 12:00  PM 
Housing and Neighborhood 
Development Committee,  
Room 280 


  
 


 
 
 
 
 
 







CALENDAR DETAILS: 
 
Monday, May 31 
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 
   
Wednesday, June 2 
12:00 PM Housing and Neighborhood Development Committee, Room 280 
  AGENDA: Housing Locational Policy review 
 
 
June and July calendars are attached. See left-side table of contents to view the attachment 
 
INFORMATION: 
 
Public Art Work Plan from May 24 Dinner Briefing 
Staff Resource: Katie McCoy, Budget & Evaluation, 704-336-5017, kdmccoy@ci.charlotte.nc.us 
  
The annual Public Art Work Plan presentation by the Arts & Science Council and Public Art 
Commission was scheduled for Council’s May 24, 2010 Dinner Briefing.  Time did not allow for 
the presentation, so the Arts & Science Council has prepared a letter (attached) noting the 
projects completed in FY2010, projects to be in progress in FY2011, and the future projects from 
the proposed FY2011 Public Art allocation. 
 
City Council will be asked to approve the FY2011 Public Art Work Plan (attached) and the 
annual agreement with the Arts & Science Council and the Public Art Commission for 
administration of the art program on June 7, 2010.            
 
See left-side table of contents to view attachments 
 
Bank Draft Payments by Utilities Customers 
Staff Resource: Susan Walker, Finance, 704-336-4296, slwalker@ci.charlotte.nc.us 
 
Recently established federal rules designed to reduce the ability of terrorists to conduct financial 
transactions may impact customers who pay their utilities bill by bank draft with funds that 
originate from a foreign bank account. According to these new rules, a bank draft from a foreign 
bank account is considered an “International Automated Clearing House Transaction” (IAT) and 
is subject to additional examination. While the number of City customers whose bank drafts are 
from a foreign bank account is likely to be very minimal, the federal rules require, for both new  
and existing customers, that we determine whether or not their payment is originating from a  
 
INFORMATION (continued): 
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foreign bank account.  In order comply with the federal rules, utilities customers are being made 
aware of these requirements with an insert in their June bill.  Customers do not need to make any 
adjustments if they do not use funds for bank draft that are from a foreign bank account.  Once 
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the mailing has been completed, new customers who enroll in the City’s bank draft program will 
be asked whether or not the payment is originating from a foreign bank account on the bank draft 
enrollment form.  Due to the additional costs associated with IAT processing, the City may ask 
customers with IAT confirmed payments to use alternative methods (such as cash or check) to 
pay their utilities bill.   
 
May 26 Metropolitan Transit Commission Meeting Summary 
Staff Resource:  Carolyn Flowers, CATS, 704-336-3855, cflowers@charlottenc.gov 
  
At the meeting on Wednesday, May 26, 2010, the MTC had no action items and three 
information items on the agenda: 
  
High Speed Rail Update 
Mr. Patrick Simmons, Director, NCDOT Rail Division, spoke on the recent award of $545 
million from the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) for future 
development of the Southeast High Speed Rail (SEHSR) Corridor.  Approximately $247 million 
was earmarked for three projects in the Charlotte area: $95 million is allocated for the North 
Carolina Railroad Improvement Program (NCRRIP) Double Track Project from northeast 
Charlotte to Concord; $23 million is allocated for the NCDOT Locomotive and Railcar 
Maintenance Facility; and $129 million is allocated for the NC/CSXT Mainline Grade 
Separation near Uptown.  Mr. Simmons described details of each project. 
 
Blue Line Extension (BLE) Update / South Corridor Retrofit 
Staff presented an update on the Northeast Corridor BLE Preliminary Engineering (PE) 
activities. CATS has completed the 30% design level and will submit the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement to Federal Transit Administration (FTA) this summer. CATS expects to 
complete PE at the 65% design level in summer 2011, and anticipates award of a Full Funding 
Grant Agreement in fall 2012.  Local funding will play an important role in schedule 
development after PE completion.  CATS will have an updated cost estimate at the 30% design 
level with the Year of Expenditure cost in August.  The success of the South Corridor LYNX 
Blue Line has driven the design of the BLE, with infrastructure planned to support three-car 
trains.  Staff described the need for additional design and environmental work to retrofit the Blue 
Line to allow for three-car operations.  CATS has asked the FTA to include Blue Line retrofit 
elements in the BLE project; FTA’s decision on including those elements in the BLE project is 
expected in June. 
 
City of Charlotte Policy for Sustainable Facilities 
Staff discussed the new City Policy for Sustainable Facilities and how the policy will apply to 
CATS capital and operating projects.  CATS has been working on including best practices 
relative to sustainability in a number of projects and has identified opportunities to include  
sustainable features in future projects.   
INFORMATION (continued): 
 
CEO Report 
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Under the CEO’s report, Carolyn Flowers discussed the following: 
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a. Ridership: 
Ridership for April 2010 increased 3.3% over April 2009, a positive indicator.  Bus 
ridership increased, and rail service was up 10.7% over April 2009.  Rail averaged 
16,000 weekday trips, with some days exceeding 18,000 riders. 


b. Legislative Efforts: 
Ms. Flowers reported that she went to Washington, DC, with three members of the 
MTC (Commissioner Roberts and Mayors Swain and Woods), along with John Muth, 
Deputy Director for Development, to meet with the FTA and Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) to discuss the Red Line project.  The delegation received good 
feedback and clarification on criteria FTA currently uses for rail projects.  This will 
help in developing future federal funding requests for the project. 


c. CATS-CMS Collaboration: 
CATS has been in discussion with Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) on 
transportation for magnet school students.  Under FTA regulations, CATS cannot 
offer services that are not open to the public and cannot accept funding for temporary 
special events.  CATS believes that approximately 30% of magnet school students 
can be accommodated with CATS current service.   


d. APTA Legislative Alert: 
The American Public Transit Association (APTA) announced a US Senate bill 
authorizing $2 billion for emergency transit operating assistance for transit systems 
across the country.  The proposed bill would distribute funds to help restore and 
prevent service reductions and layoffs, or fare increases that have happened due to 
decreased state and local funding since January 1, 2009.  APTA has urged immediate 
action to generate support for the bill.  Ms. Flowers will be speaking with CATS 
lobbyists to see if letters of support from MTC members will be helpful. 


e. Sales Tax Revenue: 
CATS sales tax revenue has been down compared to revenue the City is receiving.  
CATS is asking the City to speak with the NC Department of Revenue to determine 
why the two tax revenues are tracking differently. 


f. Stockholders’ Meetings: 
CATS staff plans to meet with the community in July and August to discuss the 
area’s transit vision and get the public’s feedback.  This is part of CATS’ long-range 
review of transit plans. 


 
The next MTC meeting will be June 23, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week Two State Legislative Report 
Staff Resource: Dana Fenton, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-2009, dfenton@charlottenc.gov 
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Attached is the week two State Legislative Report of issues being monitored at the North 
Carolina General Assembly.  See left-side table of contents to view the attachment 
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STIMULUS INFORMATION: 


 
State Energy Office Grant for Solar Tree on Government Center Parking Deck 
Staff Resource:  Rob Phocas, City Manager’s Office, 704-336-7558, rphocas@ci.charlotte.nc.us 
 
On May 27, 2010, the North Carolina State Energy Office announced that it awarded $38,042 to 
the City for a photovoltaic solar project to be placed on the parking deck of the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Government Center.  The system will be installed in the southwest corner of the 
parking deck on a single steel pole.  This project will also include a monitoring system that will 
be web-based and allow the City to access real time energy production data for a variety of time 
periods. The system will generate approximately 131,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity annually.  
EECBG funds the City had allocated toward this project will be redirected to one of the City’s 
other EECBG projects. 
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FY11 Proposed Public Art 
Work Plan


City of CharlotteCity of Charlotte


May 24, 2010


Overview of Presentation


• Artwork Completed during FY10


• Artworks in Progress


• Looking Forward – Preliminary Thoughts on     
FY11 ProjectsFY11 Projects







2


Looking Forward – FY11


Guidelines For Choosing Sites


• Highly Visible 
• On City property 
• On property of funding source & Association with 


specific facility / corridor
P li f f d• Pooling of funds


• Geographic Distribution


Completed Projects – FY10


Project:  “Protect and Lift Up the People”
Location:  Beatties Ford Road Metro Police Station
Artist: Chandra CoxArtist:  Chandra Cox
Budget:  $38,682
Media:  Sculpture/Light
Category:  Public Facilities
CIP: FY08, 09







3


Completed Projects – FY10


Project:  “Branch Lines”
Location:  Plaza, Camden Rd at Trolley Museum
Artist:  Norie Sato
Budget:  $89,000
Media:  Sculpture
Category:   South Corridor


Infrastructure Project 
CIP: FY04


Completed Projects – FY10


Project:  “Reflections of Community”
Location:  Rozzelles Ferry Rd at Idaho Drive
Artist: Jeff HackneyArtist:  Jeff Hackney
Budget:  $56,440
Media:  Sculpture
Category:  Business Corridor
CIP: FY09
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Projects in Progress – FY11


Project:  Programs for Light Ribbon 
Location:  NASCAR Hall of Fame
Artists: Norman Coates Erwin RedlArtists:  Norman Coates, Erwin Redl
Budget:  $30,000  ($15,000 each)
Media:  Light
Category:  City Facilities
Status: Design
CIP: FY 09


Projects in Progress – FY11


Project:  Charlotte Douglas International Airport
Location:  Wilkinson Blvd. at Little Rock Rd. 
Artist:  TBD
Budget:  $381,000
Media:  Sculpture for new Wilkinson Blvd. entry
Category:  Aviation
Status: Artist Selection
CIP: FY 09


Ed Carpenter, artist Andrew Ginzel, Kristen Jones, artist Barbara Grygutis, artist
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Projects in Progress – FY11


Project:  Eastland Fire Station  #42
Location:  5620 Central Avenue
Artist: TBDArtist:  TBD
Budget:  $50,000
Media:  Iron/ Gates
Category:  Public Facilities
Status: Artist Selection
CIP: FY 10


Projects in Progress – FY11


Project:  West Trade St/Beatties Ford Rd
Location:  West Trade St/Beatties Ford Rd Underpass 
Artist: TBDArtist:  TBD
Budget:  $125,000  (plus $75,000 from Johnson C. Smith University)
Media:  Light
Category:  Business Corridor
Status: In development with NC DOT and City partners
CIP: FY 09, 10


West Trade St. at I-77 Bill Fitzgibbons, artist
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Public Art Allocations – FY11


FY11 Proposed 
Pooling Opportunities


Public Art 
AllocationPooling Opportunities Allocation


Business Corridors $75,000
North Tryon $95,000
Fire Headquarters $100,000
Providence Station $37,000
Total General CIP-Public Art $307,000


Public Art Commission  2011


Appointing
Body


Professional 
Category  


Class of 2011
Susan Tompkins City Education
Dawn Blobaum County Business
David Furman ASC Art & Design  


Class of 2012
Richard Topping City Business  
Katrina Streiner County Business
Brad Thomas ASC Art & Design


Class of 2013
Sabrina Brown City Community
Arthur Oudmayer County Business
Jose Gamez ASC Art & Design








   5/27/2010 


 


 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


  1 2 
12:00p Housing 


& Neighborhood 


Development, 


Room 280 


3 4 5 


6 


 


7 
11:00a Environment 


Committee, Rooms 


270/271 


1:30p City Budget 


Meeting, Room 267 


4:00p Governmental 


Affairs Committee, 


Room 280 


5:00p Council 


Workshop/Budget 


Adoption 


7:30p Citizens’ Forum 


8 9 10 
3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, Room 


280 
 


11 12 


13 14 
12:00p Community 


Safety Committee, 


Room 280 


3:30p Transportation 


& Planning Committee, 


Room 280 


5:00p Council 


Business Meeting 


 


 


 


15 16 


 


17 
12:00p mtg 


cancelled 
Community Safety 


Committee,  


Room 280 


18 19 


20 21 
5:00p  Zoning 


Meeting 


22 23 
 


5:30p MTC 


Meeting,  


Room 267 
 


24 
12:00p Restructuring 
Government Committee, 


Room 280 


2:00p  


Transportation & 


Planning Committee, 


Room 280 


3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, Room 280 


25 26 


27 28 
3:45p Environment 


Committee, Room 280 


5:00p Council 


Business Meeting 


6:30p Citizens’ Forum 


29 30    


 


2010 


June 


US Conference of Mayors 


Oklahoma City, OK 


US Conference of Mayors 


Oklahoma City, OK 


 


Chamber Inter-City Visit  


Boston, Massachusetts 


NCLM Town 


Hall Day 


Raleigh, NC 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


    1 2 3 


4 5 
 


HOLIDAY  
INDEPENDENCE 


DAY 


OBSERVED 


6 7 8 
3:30p Economic 


Development 


Committee, 


Room 280 
 


9 10 


11 12 


 


13 14 15 
 


16 17 
9:00a District 4 


Shred Event, 


Smokey Bones 


BBQ & Grill 


Parking Lot, 


8760 JM 


Keynes Dr. 


18 19 
 


5:00p  Zoning 


Meeting 


20 21 22 
2:00p 


Transportation & 


Planning 


Committee, 


Room 280 


23 24 


25 26 
 


5:00p Council 


Business Meeting 


 


6:30p Citizens’ 


Forum 


 


27 28 
 


5:30p MTC 


Meeting,  


Room 267 


29 30 31 


 


2010 


July 












 


 


 
 
 
 
May 27, 2010 
 
 
Mayor and Members of City Council, 
 
 
The FY11 Public Art Work Plan was on the Council Dinner Briefing Agenda for Monday, May 24th, but 
time did not permit the presentation.  The Arts & Science Council and Public Art Commission would like to 
share three categories of information related to the City Public Art: 1) projects completed in FY10,  
2) projects in progress during FY11, and 3) projects resulting from the recommended FY11 public art 
allocation. 
 
Projects Completed in FY10 
 


• Beatties Ford Road Metro Police Station - Artist Chandra Cox created the stainless sculptural 
lanterns, marking the entrance of the new station. The repeated surface pattern as well as the copper 
medallions on the bases were designed by the artist and inspired neighborhood resident Mattie Marshall 
to suggest the title for the artwork, “Protect and Lift Up the People.”  The artist’s budget was $38,682. 
 


• South Corridor Infrastructure Program (SCIP) 2 - The plaza of the Trolley Museum serves as a 
pedestrian connector from the Camden Road business district to the LYNX Light Rail.  Given the museum 
and the area’s historic relationship to Charlotte’s earlier streetcars and current linkage to the modern Light 
Rail, artist Norie Sato tried to capture both the history and the future momentum of rail travel with her 
sculptures entitled “Branch Lines.”  The artist’s budget was $89,000.  
 


• Rozzelles Ferry Road Corridor - Jeff Hackney’s research on the Lakewood neighborhood and the 
history of Rozzelles Ferry Road revealed many changes over 80 years, yet the dominant spirit of the 
small community prevailed.  His colorful abstract sculpture marks a busy entry point to the Rozzelles 
Ferry corridor at Idaho Avenue. While assembling the separate steel components, Hackney looked at 
aerial street maps of sections of the neighborhood, and those linear patterns are reflected on the concrete 
sculpture pad and surrounding landscape.  The artist’s budget was $56,440.  
 
Projects in Progress During FY11 
 


• NASCAR Hall of Fame - Two important light artists, Norman Coates, Director of Lighting Design 
at the NC School of the Arts, and Erwin Redl, nationally recognized for his lighting designs for major 
buildings in the US and abroad, presented their programming concepts for the NASCAR light ribbon to 
the Public Art Commission on May 26th.  The artists’ budget is $30,000 ($15,000 each).   
 


• Airport – Wilkinson Boulevard – Recognizing the ongoing planning for a modified roadway 
system, and a major entrance off Wilkinson Boulevard, the Airport staff and Public Art Commission have 
begun planning for a new artwork at the intersection of Wilkinson Boulevard and Little Rock Road.  In mid 
June, the Public Art Commission and Airport staff will review the design concepts by three finalists: Ed 
Carpenter, the team of Andrew Ginzel and Kristin Jones, and Barbara Grygutis.  All of these artists are 
nationally recognized for their work of monumental scale.  The artist’s budget will be $381,000. 
 


• Eastland Fire Station #42 - For the new station, the Fire Department has requested that iron 
gates be commissioned for the facility.  Applications have been received from 11 regional artists, and the 
Public Art Commission will review and select a finalist on June 3rd.  The artist’s budget will be $50,000. 
 
 







 
 


 


• West Trade Street/Beatties Ford Road Corridor - One of the priorities for Business Corridor 
development is West Trade Street and the I-77 Underpass. The Public Art Commission is working with 
the City’s Neighborhood and Business Development team, and our regional NC DOT office to get 
permission to work within the state controlled interstate corridor at this location.  A state-wide policy 
allowing public art enhancements within these corridors is being drafted for approval. Johnson C. Smith 
University (JCSU) is collaborating and willing to assist with funding, once we receive state approval to 
move forward.  The artist’s budget will be $125,000, with an additional $75,000 contribution from JCSU.  
 
 
FY 11 Public Art Allocation 
 
This chart below lists the proposed General Fund public art projects for FY11 and the total allocation of 
$307,000.  Upon approval, Arts & Science Council, Public Art Commission, and City staff will work during 
the coming months to develop these projects.  The sites for the public art will be selected according to 
Council’s guidelines: highly visible, on City property, on property of funding source, geographically 
distributed, and with use of pooled dollars if needed to create maximum impact of the public art project.     
 


FY11 Proposed 
Pooling Opportunities 


Public Art  
Allocation 


Business Corridors  $75,000 


North Tryon  $95,000 


Fire Headquarters $100,000


Providence Station $37,000


Total General CIP-Public Art  $307,000 
 
Next Steps 
 
The Arts & Science Council and Public Art Commission will work with City staff during FY11 to complete 
the aforementioned Public Art projects.  In accordance with Council Policy, Council will receive a mid-year 
update on the status of these Public Art projects at a November 2010 Dinner Briefing.     
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jean Greer 
Vice President, Public Art, Arts & Science Council 
 
 





