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 COMMITTEE AGENDA TOPICS  
 
I. Subject: Federal Update – Holland & Knight & Dana Fenton 
 
II. Subject: State Update– Dana Fenton 
 
III. Subject:  April 18 Legislative Briefing – Dana Fenton 
 
IV.  Subject:  Trending Topics  
    
VI. Subject: Next Meeting 
 Action: Monday, April 18 at 12:00 p.m. in Room 280 
    
 
 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION  
 
Present:  Council Members Ed Driggs (Chair), Kenny Smith, Julie Eiselt, Claire 

Fallon & James Mitchell  
Other:   Rich Gold & Shawna Watley – Holland & Knight, Mayor Jennifer Roberts 

– City of Charlotte, Dana Fenton – Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
Time:   12 p.m.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

• State Legislative Update 
• 2015-2016 Legislative Calendar 
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 DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS   
 
 

Committee Discussion: 
 
 
I. Federal Update – Holland & Knight & Dana Fenton 
 
Gold: I don’t think we have too much to cover today. First off thank you all for coming up and 
making the rounds. It is extremely helpful and critical for the delegation to hear from you directly 
about what’s going on and what the priorities are in Charlotte. We hope this will help kick us 
into gear for what remains of the short legislative session for this year with most of the activity 
between now and July 15th and then obviously we will come back after the election for a lame 
duck session and finish things up. The Senate is in recess this week and next week the House is 
in recess. So the next few weeks will be a relatively quiet time here in Washington. I think when 
we get back in mid-April we are destined to get started in both the House and the Senate on 
getting the President’s budget request and Appropriations Bills moving with the goal of having 
as much wrapped up before the convention as much done by July as possible. Frankly that will be 
a month or a few weeks earlier than traditionally been the case. So that’s the current state of play 
on big screen. Obviously on the agencies level we are starting to see a lot of grants 
announcements coming out from places like the Dept. of Transportation and the Dept. of Justice 
and we will be working those two with staff to ensure that the City is putting together and we are 
getting political backing for key funding initiatives and with that let me hand over for our budget 
and appropriations stuff to Shawna Watley and let her talk about what we are doing in the 
appropriations process.  
 
Watley: As Rich said things are moving along as it relates to appropriations. I am happy to report 
that Congresswoman Adams submitted the request for the Blue Line Extension for what was in 
the President’s budget and it moves along with the FFGA as well as Senator Tillis and Senator 
Burr. So we are happy to have support on both sides of the aisle as it relates to finishing out the 
Blue Line Extension and what was documented in the FFGA. Things are moving forward. They 
were happy to do it. We met the deadline and we will continue to follow that process and update 
you all. Any questions?  
 
Driggs: Are we going to have a budget this year or are they going to get bogged down on the two 
points of contention?  
 
Gold: The expectation is that we will await the election before we get a lot of significant items 
done this year so that will include probably the ominous appropriations measure in December 
that will include all the budget items as well as the expectation of the vote on the Trans Pacific 
Partnership Treaty again after the elections in December or possibly November for that and 
depending on which way the wind is blowing we may have a supreme court nominee to consider 
in the lame duck session so it could be a very productive time period in between the elections and 
Christmas.  
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Driggs: Any idea where they are going to come out on the Supreme Court appointment?  
 
Gold: It’s really hard to see right now. I think it is largely going to depend on which way the 
elections go. The current expectation is that the decision will be pretty much hinged to the 
election.  
 
Mayor: Will there likely be any impact of our lack of congressional district confirmation on any 
of the things we are doing? 
 
Gold: I think there will be a lot of noise in the background for all of our efforts up here. 
Obviously it puts the congresswoman in a difficult position in terms of establishing residency in 
the City at this point. She will have a primary now so it will create some additional tension. It 
will be a little bit of a challenge but us managing the relationship up here making sure everything 
runs smoothly and you all coordinating things there. I think it is not ideal but it is not going to be 
harmful at the end of the day in terms of getting done what we need to get done.  
 
Fenton: I just have two things to add to what Rich and Shawna had to say. At a meeting a couple 
of weeks ago there were two issues that came up and I wanted to bring you up to date on those.  
The Urban Areas Initiative Funding – Senator Burr expressed interest in working on that. The 
other issue that Senator Tillis brought up was the Waters of the United States (WOTUS). He 
heard or was concerned about the extent of the regulations put out by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. I can share with you that I have spoken with our staff in the Stormwater 
Management Dept. and the current set of rules that are out there for comment, do not present an 
insurmountable issue. There may have to be some tweaks here and there but it really does not 
present an issue for our part of the state. Coastal areas may be impacted by it but in terms of us 
there are minimal impacts.  
 
Mayor: One other thing that Senator Tillis brought up is that he continues to support reparations 
for Eugenics victims and he wanted to know if the City would be willing to help any entity that 
actually is part of that for sterilization. He thinks that should be part of paying for some of the 
victims. The state has done it and he found out that Mecklenburg County was part of the 
Eugenics program. I don’t think the City was but he wanted to know if the City would be willing 
to help advocate that those responsible would be part of that. I don’t know if that is something 
that we don’t want to get into or if we wanted to do something personally or individually and 
when I say individually I would not have a problem talking to the County colleagues about the 
fact that it was a horrific program and if they have money to budget which I think they do they 
should consider that. I don’t know if Senator Tillis has made that request to the County yet. Do 
you know Rich if that actually has happened?  
 
Gold: I am actually not aware about that 
 
Mayor: Can you let us know when that formal request happens?  
 
Gold: Sure. Absolutely. We will make sure Lisa is staying in touch generally so that they can 
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give us a heads up when the topic comes around.  
 
Mayor: Ok that would be great.  
 
Driggs: I don’t believe the topic has come up. It’s not high on their awareness screen. It seems to 
me that if we would be able to be responsive to the Senator by bringing it up or communicating 
that message that is what we ought to consider.  
 
CM JAMES MITCHELL ENTERS THE MEETING AT 12:19 PM 
 
Driggs: Does the committee want to take some formal action for Eugenics expressing our moral 
support or is this something that requires full Council action?  
 
Fallon: I think it requires full Council action backing it 
 
Driggs: It would be good if we could. Maybe we can bring this up in a future meeting as an 
agenda item that the City would recommend to the County that action be taken for the benefit of 
any surviving victims 
 
Eiselt: That did not get compensation through the state 
 
Driggs: Right. That’s appropriate but just generally kind of raise their awareness of the issue and 
get a copy of that over to the Senator that would be good.  
 
Fallon: I would like to make a motion to take it to Council 
 
Driggs: OK. So I have a motion. Second? 
 
Eiselt: Second 
 
Driggs: All In favor 
 
Smith: I have a question. I don’t oppose it but I am just trying to figure out the logic. What’s the 
Senator’s initiative? Who is he in contact with? I support the measure but I need to know all I 
can to help bring them along.  
 
Driggs: The Senator is actually trying to promote this on a larger scale. I spoke with him a bit 
more about it and asked him what have you done and the answer was not much but he said he 
would like to broaden this because it wasn’t just here.  So I think all we need to do is show 
support willingly we don’t need to get deep into the weeds on this so we just hand over to the 
County the City’s recommendation to take the necessary steps and get that message back to him 
that we responded to his request.  
 
Eiselt: Can we find out first if he has reached out to anybody at the County?  
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Driggs: He told me he hasn’t and they said they hadn’t heard from him 
 
Smith: I guess I feel before we fire off a letter to another local government I’d like to have the 
Senator reach out to them. Again I think they need to step up to the plate and support it I am just 
trying to figure out logistically 
 
Driggs: Well we can send them a memo that said had a recent meeting with the Senator and he 
expressed blah blah and we would like to endorse that initiative 
 
Fenton: I would be glad to contact the candidate and report back next month and maybe the 
committee could take a position at that point.  
 
Driggs: So we are deciding here today if this is the direction in which you want to move and 
Dana can clarify what our message should be and make sure we understand exactly what 
happened before. It’s not a big issue. There are relatively few people still who benefit from any 
action the County took. So it’s really just about telling him that we heard him.  
 
Dana: OK 
 
 
II. State Update – Dana Fenton 
 
Fenton: Just a few things to go over with the committee today regarding a few statewide issues. 
There are really five issues out there that need to be addressed with the statewide issues. There is 
the state budget they always have to come back every year. They are talking about pay raises for 
state employees and teachers. At the same time they are talking about tax changes 
 
Driggs: And is that the House or the Senate talking about pay raises? 
 
Fenton: It’s really both right now 
 
Driggs: Wow. Good.  
 
Fenton: Another thing they are looking at is Economic Development. They are hoping to help out 
rural areas. The final issue is the Local Preemption / Non-Discrimination Ordinances. There are 
two things that we don’t know what they are going to do at this point. One is call an extra session 
or not. The House representatives have signatures to bring back members but the Senate 
apparently has not started to get signatures from their members to ask for an extra session unless 
they started today. The other issue with respect to living wage will be brought up. You may recall 
that from last year.  
 
Driggs: Mayor have you had any communication with members of the General Assembly and 
what they are contemplating and where we are?  
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Mayor: I have had conversations with several in both parties and as you can expect most 
republicans want a special session in the House. There is concern that it will be seen as an extra 
expense on the conservative side. April 25th is only three weeks after the ordinance goes into 
effect. I did spend some time with some democratic members to help them know that it’s nothing 
new since there was some confusion there. Have we sent the FAQ’s to the entire legislature?  
 
Fenton: We sent them to our delegation 
 
Mayor: Should we send them to the whole legislature because there are some good questions that 
people have and are concerned about and I think we should send this to the County and every 
member of the legislature.  
 
Driggs: I like the idea of dispelling any misunderstandings but I am a little concerned about 
waving a red flag at a bull. If we send this around to a lot of hostile people it could be seen as a 
provocation. Dana what do you think in general about us sending out a communication that deals 
with these issues? Do you think there is a possibility that some of the people we are talking about 
will look at that and we will not get the reaction that we are hoping for?  
 
Fenton: I think that is a real concern 
 
Driggs: I think if they don’t go into special session before the effective date they probably won’t 
go at all and maybe that is the answer. Then at least it doesn’t look like we are trying to influence 
the decision about the special session and we just send out a diplomatic note that says there is 
information going around about this and we would like to clarify blah blah and we would do that 
by April 1st.  
 
Fenton: I would be glad to do a draft Mr. Chairman and circulate it to the Mayor and the 
committee 
 
Driggs: So is it OK for us to just look at that and not have a meeting to vote on it? We will just 
circulate for comment. Are we in agreement with the idea generally?  
 
All: Yes 
 
Driggs: OK. Thank you.     
 
 
III. April 18 Legislative Briefing – Dana Fenton 
 
Fenton: Every year we have a breaking with our delegation and go over the upcoming session 
and this schedule is very similar to last year’s program in December 2014 and we thought that 
was a pretty successful breaking that we had. We will recognize retirees as they go out and we 
will talk about the City’s legislative priorities. Mr. John Lewis, the new CEO of CATS will talk 
about the legislative priorities of the MTC. He will also be doing a 2030 plan update on where 
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projects stand. There will also be a roundtable discussion.  
 
Mitchell: Because of our relationships right now in Raleigh I do think it might be very helpful to 
have a thank you session on here just to kind of do a year in review of all the things we have 
worked on together as a way of trying to build better relationships in the future.  
 
Fenton: We had a great 2015. There were many, many more positives than negatives and so that 
would be a very good thing.  
 
IV. Trending / Upcoming Topics 

Mitchell: Please put the Urban Areas Securities Initiative (UASI) on a future committee agenda. 
Julie and I have an opportunity on June 26th to make a presentation to make it a National league 
of City priority. It affects more citizen towns than just us.  
 
Fenton: I will need to speak with Chief Hannan. Certainly he and his staff know more about this 
issue than I do. I will probably have him here in one of our next meetings. So just bring it 
forward and we can go from there. 
 

Driggs: Ok Dana let’s put it in the agenda for the next meeting. Thank you everyone.  

 

Action: Next meeting will take place on Monday, April 18, 2016 at 12 p.m.  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1:02 p.m. ~ jcs 
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State Legislative Update 

Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

March 21, 2016 



Overview 

• Statewide Issues 
 

• 2016 Focus 
 

• State Legislative Calendar 



Statewide Issues 

• State budget 
 

• Pay raises for state employees and teachers 
 

• Tax changes 
 

• Economic development  
 

• Local preemption / non–discrimination ordinances 
 



2016 Focus 

• Complete implementation of 2015-2016 State 
Legislative Agenda 

 
• Emerging issues 

 
• Member engagement 

 
 



2015-2016  
State Legislative Agenda 

• Replacement for Privilege License Tax 
– No action taken  

 
• Stormwater Management / Flood Control 

Activities  
– HB 141 (Jeter, Cotham, Cunningham & Bradford) 
– Authorizes use of flood control solutions on private 

property 
– Applies to cities in Durham, Forsyth, Guilford, 

Mecklenburg and Wake counties 
– Passed House 
– Referred to Senate Rules 

 



Emerging Issues 

• What are emerging issues: 
– Issues that might be addressed in the future 
– Staff is not recommending advocacy at this time 
– As these surface, staff will communicate with Committee 

and Council and make recommendations as appropriate 
 
• Some emerging issues: 

– Further sales tax redistribution 
– Managed lanes 
– Weighted voting / transportation planning organizations 
– Strategic transportation investments formula 
– Outdoor advertising 
– Rental registration 
– Regulatory reform 

 



Member Engagement 

• Mayor & Council to Raleigh: 
– Tuesday, April 26 
– Wednesday, May 4 
– Wednesday, May 18 
– Wednesday, June 1 
– Wednesday, June 29 

 
• NC League of Municipalities Town Hall Day: 

– Wednesday, June 8 
 

• Charlotte Chamber of Commerce Quarterly 
Elected Officials Meetings: 
– May 9 
– August 29 
– November 14 

 



State Legislative Calendar 

Date Event 

March 28 Brief Council, if needed, on changes to 2015-2016 State Agenda  

April 11 Council consideration of changes to 2015-2016 State Agenda 
(if needed) 

April 18 Legislative Briefing with State Delegation  

April 18 Intergovernmental Relations Committee meets 

April 25 2016 Short Session starts 

April 26 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

May 4 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

May 16 Intergovernmental Relations Committee meets 

May 18 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

June 1 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

June 8 NC League of Municipalities Town Hall Day 

June 20 Intergovernmental Relations Committee meets 

June 29 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 



City of Charlotte 

2015-2016 Legislative Calendar  

 

September 21, 2015 Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

October 11-13, 2015 NC League of Municipalities Annual Meeting, Winston-Salem 

October 19, 2015 Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

November 4-8, 2015 National League of Cities Congress of Cities, Nashville 

November 9, 2015 Brief Council on proposed 2016 Federal Legislative Agenda 

November 12-13, 2015 Metro Mayors Coalition Meeting, 

November 23, 2015 Council consideration of proposed 2016 Federal Legislative Agenda 

January 3, 2016 US Congress convenes 

January 19, 2016 Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

January 20-22, 2016 US Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting, Washington, DC 

February 15, 2016 Intergovernmental Relations Committee  

March 2, 2016 NC Metropolitan Mayors Coalition Winter Meeting, Rocky Mount 

March 5-9, 2016 National League of Cities Congressional City Conference, Washington, DC 

March 21, 2016 Intergovernmental Relations Committee  

March 28, 2016 Brief Council on changes to 2015-2016 State Legislative Agenda 

April 11, 2016 Council consideration of amended 2015-2016 State Legislative Agenda 

April 18, 2016 2016 Legislative Briefing with State Delegation  

April 18, 2016 Intergovernmental Relations Committee  

April 25, 2016 2016 “Short” Session Starts 

April 26, 2016 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

May 4, 2016 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

May 16, 2016 Intergovernmental Relations Committee  

May 18, 2016 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

June 1, 2016 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 

June 8, 2016 NC League of Municipalities Town Hall Day, Raleigh 

June 20, 2016 Intergovernmental Relations Committee  

June 29, 2016 Mayor & Council to Raleigh 
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