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2102

SIGNS

INTENT AND PURPOSE

The purpose of this section 1s 1intended to accomplish the following
objectives

1 To ensure that signs are designed, constructed, installed, and
maintained so that public safety and traffic satety are not

compromised

2  To minimize the distractions and the obstructing-of-view that
contribute to traffic hazards and endanger public satety

3 To encourage a high standard for signs in order that they should

be appropriate to and enhance the aesthetic appearance and
attractiveness of the community and, further, create an aesthetic

environment that contributes to the ability of the community tCo
attract sources of economic development and growth

To allow for adequate and effective signs for communicating
1dentification while preventing signs from dominating the visual
appearance of the area in which they are located

£

DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of these regulations, the following words and phrases
shall be defined as specified below

1 Amortization
A provision requiring nonconforming signs, as determined 1n

Section 2112 of this ordinance, to either become conforming or be
removed within a set period of time, otherwise known as the

amortization period

2 Awning

A structure made of cloth, metal, or other material affixed to a
buirlding 1n such a manner that the structure may be raised or
retracted from a building to a flat position against the building,

but not a canopy

3 Balloon
A nonporous object filled with heated gas or a gas li1ghter than

alr

4 Building Wall

The entire surface area, including windows and doors, of an
exterior wall of a building For the purposes of this ordinance,

the area of a wall will be calculated for only the first three
stories, or 45 feet in height of a building, whichever 1s less.
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Lanopy

A structure other than an awning made of cloth, metal or other
material which may be totally or partially attached to a building

for the purpose of providing shelter to patrons or automobiles, or

as a decorative feature on a building wall A canopy 1s not a
completely enclosed structure

Copy

Any words, letters, numbers, figures, characters, symbols, logos,
or tnsignia that are used on a sign display surface area

Farm Product Sales

Seasonal sale of ftarm products raised on the premises where
products are rasied as an accessory to an agricultural use

Linear Frontage
The length of a property abuttaing a public raight-of-way from one

si1de lot line to another

Logo

A business trademark or symbol

Parapet
That portion of a building wall that extends above the roof line

Planned Development

A tract of land under single, corporation, partnership, or associa-
tion ownership, planned and developed as an integral unit in a
single development operation or a definitely programmed series of
development operations and according to an approved development
plan.

Premises
A contiguous parcel ot land with i1ts appurtenances and buildings
that functions as a unit  For the purpose of this ordinance, an
outparcel along the perimeter of a shopping center or similar
multi-tenant use, that contains a freestanding building and a
parking area separate from the shopping center as indicated on
an approved site plan shall be considered a premises separate

from the premises of the shopping center

Root Line
The highest point of a flat roof and mansard roof and the lowest
point of a pitched roof

Slght Distance Triangle

The triangular area formed by a diagonal line connecting two points
located on intersecting right-of-way lines (or a right-of-way line

and the curb of a driveway), each point being 35 feet from the

intersection, and the two intersecting right-of-way lines (or a
right-of-way line and a driveway)
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15 Sign
Any object, device, or structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors

or i1ndoors, which 1s used to advertise, identify, display, direct,

or attract attention to an object, person, i1nstitution, organization,
business, product, service, event or location by any means, including
words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, colors,

1liumination, or projected images Signs do not include the flag
or emblem of any nation, organization of nations, state, city, or

any fraternal, religious or civic organizations, works of art which

1n no way 1dentify a product, or scoreboards located on atheletic
fi1elds

16 Sign Face Area

Ihe area within a single, continuous perimeter enclosing the
extreme limits of characters, lettering, logos, 1llustrations, or
ornamentations, together with any material or color forming an

1ntegral part of the display or to differentiate the sign from the
background to which 2t 1s placed Structural supports bearing no
sign copy shall not be included in the sign area If a s1gn 1s
attached to an entrance wall or fence, only that portion of that
wall or fence onto which the sign face or letters are placed shall

be calculated 1n the sign area Only one side of a sign shall be
included in the calculation
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Sign Height
The distance from the highest point of a sign to the grade of the

adjacent road as measured from the bottom of the curb or edge of
pavement  Ground mounted signs shall be measured trom the highest

point of a si1gn to the base of the sign

[s1an]

Height of curb or pavement

Pole Sign

Ground Sign

Slgn Structure or Support

Any structure that supports or 1s capabie of supporting a sign,
1including decorative cover

SEEC131 Event

A planned, temporary activity associated with a nonprofit organi-
zation




20 Sign Types

The following are types of signs included in this ordinance

Banner
A si1gn 1ntended to be hung either with or without a frame,

possessing characters, letters, 1llustrations, or ornamenta-

tions applied to plastic or fabric of any kind, excluding flags
and emblems of political, professional, religious, education,

or corporate organizaltions

Bulletin Board
A sign used to announce meetings or programs to be held on the

premises of a church, school, auditorium, library, museum,
communl.ty recreation center, oOr similar noncommercial places of

public assembly

Business Slgn

A sign that directs attention to a business, protession, or

industry located upon the premises where the sign 1s displayed,
to type of products sold, manufactured or assembled, and/or to
services or entertainment offered on said premises, but not a

sign pertaining to the preceding 1f such activily 1s only minor
and incidental to the prancipal use ot the premlises

Campalgn or Election Slgn

A sign that advertises a candidate or 1issue to be voted upon on
a definite election day

Canopy and Awning 51gns

A sign attached to or painted or printed onto a canopy or
awning For the purposes of this ordinance, the permitted size

of a canopy or awning sign will be calculated on the basis of
the size of the building wall to which the canopy 1s attached
It will, for measuring purposes, be considered a wall sign

Construction dign

A sign placed at a construction site 1dentirfying or announcing
the project or the name of the architect, engineer, contractor,

financier, or others involved in the development of the project
A construction sign may not contain leasing or sales intorma-

rLion

Detached Sign
Any sign that 1s not affixed or attached to a building and is

securely and permanently mounted in the ground Such sign may
be a ground mounted or pole mounted sign for the purposes of

this ordinance

Directional or Instructional Sign
A sign designed to guide vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic by

using such words as "Entrance', "Exit", "Parking", '""One-Way",
or similar directional instruction, but not including any

advertising message




Dlrectorz Slgn

A secondary sign on which the names and locations of occupants
or the use of a building or property 1s i1dentified

Ground Mounted Sign

A sign which extends from the ground or which has a support
which places the bottom thereof less than 2 feet from the

ground

Government Slgn

Any temporary or permanent sign erected and maintained for any
governmental purposes

Festoon
For the purposes of this ordinance, a festoon 1s a decorative

strip hanging between two points, but not including holiday
decorations For example, triangular pennants or lights
hanging on a continuous strip

Flag

A piece of durable fabric of distainctive design attached to a
permanent pole, that i1s used as a symbol or decorative feature

Flashing Sign

A si1gn that uses an intermittent or flashing light source to
attract attention

Identification Sign

A sign which displays only the name, address, and/or crest, or
insignia, trademark, occupation or profession of an occupant

or the name of any building on the premises

I1luminated Sign

A sign either internally or externally illuminated.

Incidental Sign

A sign i1dentifying or advertising associated goods, products,
services, or facilities available on the premises  Such

1ncidental signs include, but are not limited to, inftormation
related to credit cards accepted, brand names, price signs, OY

hours of operation

Memorial Sign or Plaque

A sign designating names of buildings and/or date of erection

and other i1tems such as architect, contractor, or others
involved in the building's creation, cut into or attached to a

building surtface

Noncommercial Slgn

A si1gn that publishes noncommercial speech, which 1s any speech
not classified as commercial speech




Nonconforming Slgn

Any sign which was lawfully erected in compliance with
applicable code provisions and maintained prior to the

effective date of this ordinance, and which fails to contorm to
all applicable standards and restrictions of this ordinance

Off-Premises Sign

A sign that directs attention to a business commodity, service,
or establishment conducted, sold, or offered at a location
other than the premises on which the sign 1s erected.

On-Premises Sign

A si1gn that directs attention to a business commodity, service,
or establishment conducted, sold, or offered on the premises on

which the sign 1s erected

Outdoor Advertising Sign
A type of sign, generally, but not limited to, a rigidly

assembled sign, display, or devise, usually free standing, that

1s affixed to the ground or to a building, the primary purpose
of which 1s to display advertising posters  Such signs commonly

referred to as "billboards'" are generally designed so that the
copy or poster on the sign can be changed frequently and the

advertising space 1s for lease

Planned Development Sign

A sign used in conjunction waith an approved planned residential,
office, businesses, i1ndustrial or mixed use development

Pole Sign

A detached sign erected and maintained on a freestanding frame,
mast, or pole and not attached to any building but not including

ground-mounted signs

Portable or Movable sign
A si1gn that 1s not permanently attached to the ground, a

structure, or a building that can easily be moved from one
location or another For example, a sign on wheels.

Projecting Sign

Any sign other than a wall, awning, canopy, Or marquee sign,

which 1s affixed to a building and 1s supported only by the
wall on which the sign 1s mounted

Public Interest SIEH

A sign on private property that displays information pertinant
to the safety or legal responsibilaties of the general public
such as warning and no trespassing s1gns

Real Estate Sign

A s1gn that 1s used to offer for sale, lease, or rent the
premises upon which such sign 1s placed




Roof Sign

A sign erected or maintained in whole or i1n part upon or over
the roof or parapet of a building

lTemporary Sign

A sign which 1s not permanently installed in the ground or
affixed to any structure or building, and which 1s erected for
a period of time as permitted in this ordinance

lemporary Project Development Sign

A sign that pertains to the development of a new subdivision,

planned multi-family development, planned shopping center,
1ndustrial, office, or business park, or similar land parcel

Vehicular Sign

Signs on parked vehicles visible from the public right-of-way
where the primary purpose of the vehicle 1s to advertise a
product or to direct people to a business or activity located

on the same or nearby property For the purposes of this
ordinance vehicular signs shall not include business logos,

1dentification or advertising on vehicles primarily used for
other business purposes

wall Sign

dependent upon a building for i1ts support with 1ts exposed face
parallel or approximately parallel to the plane of the building

or structure on which the sign 1s affixed Signs directly
painted on walls shall be considered wall signs

window Slgn

Any sign attached to or directly applied onto a window or glass

door of a building intended for viewing from the exterior of
such building




2103 PROCEDURLS

2103 1 Permit Required

Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance, it shall be unlawful
for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, move or replace any sign
or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a sign permit
for such sign from the Building Standards Department as required by

this ordinance

Notwithstanding the above, changing or replacing the copy on an
exi1sting lawful sign shall not require a permit, provided the copy

change does not change the nature of the sign such as to render the
sign in violation of thais ordinance

Avplication and Issuance of Permit

Applications for permits shall contain or have attached to the following
information

a The street name and street number of the building of the structure
to which the sign 1s to be erected, or the tax parcel number for

the zoning lot onto which the sign 1s to be located

b Names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the applicant, owner
of the property on which the sign 1s to be erected or affixed,
the owner of the sign, and the licensed contractor erecting oOr

affixing the sign

¢ If the applicant 1s not the owner ot the properly on which the
s1gn will be located, written permission from the property owner
or a designated representative stating agreement that the sign
may be erected on the parcel for which the permit has been

applied shall be required

A site or plat plan of the property 1nvolved, showing accurate
placement of the proposed sign

e Two (2) blueprints or inked, scaled drawings of the plans and

speci1fications of the sign to be erected or affixed Such
details shall include accurate dimensions, materials, copy, and

size of the proposed sign For wall signs, dimensions of the

building wall on which the sign 1s to be affixed and the location
and the size of existing wall signs shall also be included

addition to the above information, shall contain a survey
prepared by a registered surveyor showing at least the followang
the location of all outdoor advertising signs within 1,000 ft

side of the street, structures within 20 ft ,
hospitals, parks, and cemeteries within 500 ft , and applicable

set backs and side or rear yards in the zoning district




g Other information as the Director of Building Standards may

require to determine full compliance with this and other
applicable codes

i 2103 3  Issuance of Permits

“ Upon the filing of an application for a sign permit, the Building
Standards Department shall examine the plans and specifications, and
the premises upon which the sign 1s proposed to be erected or affixed
If the proposed sign 1s in compliance with all the requirements ot

this ordinance and other applicable codes, a permit may be issued
; Any permit i1ssued i1in accordance with this section shall automatically
become null and void unless the work for which 1t was 1issued has
visibly been started within 6 months of the date of 1ssue or 1f the
work authorized by 1t 1s suspended or abandoned tor one year

2103 4  Fees

To obtain a sign permit, all fees, 1n accordance with the associated
fee schedule shall be paid

2103 5 Final Inspection

Upon wraitten notification of completion by the permit holder, the

Building Standards Department shall make a final i1nspection of the
si1gn to veritfy conformance with applicable codes

2104 GENERAL PROVISIONS

The following provisions shall apply to all signs
1 Construction Standards

All signs shall be constructed and installed in accordance with
the applicable provisions of the North Carolina State Building

{Lode

2 Electrical Standards

All 1lluminated signs shall be installed 1in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the North Carolina State Electrical Code
and shall be so i1lluminated by an underground electrical source

3 Maintenance ot Slgns

All signs shall be maintained in good structural and aesthetic

condition Deficiencies such as chipped paint, broken plastic,
; missing letters and exposed light bulbs shall be evidence of a
lack of maintenance  Building Standards shall entorce this

provision in accordance with Section 2112 of this ordinance
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Display of Address

Street address numbers shall be displayed either on a detached
s1gn, detached address identification sign, or wall of a building

Such address shall be visible from the adjacent right-of-way

Content

If a commercial sign 1s allowed by any provision of this
ordinance, then a noncommercial sign shall likewise be permitted

subject to the applicable standards herein In addition, any

commercial sign permitted by this ordinance may display or
publish noncommercial speech  This includes signs requiring and

not requiring a permit

PROHIBITED SIGNS

The following signs are prohibited under any circumstance

1 Signs extending into the public right-of-way other than traffic
control and other government signs

2 Roof signs

3 Portable signs

4 Flashing, fluttering, swinging, or rotating signs other than time
and/or temperature signs

5 Signs that are similar in color, design, and appearance to
traffic control signs

6 Vehicular signs as defined in Section 2102

7 Off-premise signs other than those permitted 1in Section 2111 ot
this ordainance

8 Nonconforming signs, except as permitted in Section 2112 of this
ordinance

9 Other signs not expressly allowed by this ordinance

STGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT

The following types of signs are exempted irom permit requirements and
allowed in all zones, but must be 1n conformance with all other

requirements of this ordinance




1 Government signs

2 Memorial S1gns, plaques, Or grave markers that are noncommercial
1n nature

.3 Public interest signs.

4 On premises directional and instructional s1gns not exceeding 6
square feet in area

> Identification signs not exceeding 1% square feet in area, that
1ndicate the name and/or address of the occupant

6

window signs with a total copy area not exceeding 50 percent of
the window or glass door onto which the sign(s) are located

7 Incidental signs located in any zone other than residential, the

aggregalte total of all incidental signs per permise shall not
exceed 6 square feet 1n sign face area

8 Flags on permanent poles

9 Campaign or Election signs provided

a Individual signs shall not exceed 16 square feet 1n area

b All signs shall be removed within 14 days after the election
for which they were made

¢c Prior to the erection of any campaign or election sign, the

candidate or an authorized representative shall post a bond

with Building Standards in the amount of $50 00 guaranteeing

the removal of such signs within 14 days after the election
for which they are used

d Property owners shall be held responsible for violations

10 Real estate signs other than temporary project development signs,
provided

a oigns advertising individual single family lots and duplexes
under 3 acres 1in size or i1ndividual units within attached
housing shall not exceed 6 square feet

b  Signs advertising all other uses shall not exceed one square
foot for every 5 linear feet of frontage of the advertised

property, up to a maximum of 64 square feet 1n sign face
area

¢ Only one sign per street front of the advertised property
shall be erected




d. Properties having a continuous frontage 1n excess of 850

linear feet may be allowed an additional sign so long as
such s1gn 1s no closer than 850 feet from another real

estate sign on the property

Signs shall not be 1lluminated

f Signs shall be removed within 14 days after the sale, rent
or lease tramsaction 1s executed

11 Construction signs, other than temporary project development
si1gns provided

Si1gns located on single family lots shall not exceed ©
square feet i1n area

d

b Signs for all other uses shall not exceed one square foot

for every 5 linear feet of frontage of property under
construction, up to a maximum of 64 square feet 1n sign

drYea

¢ Signs are confined to the site of construction.

d Only one sign per street fron of the property under
construction shall be erected

e Signs shall not be alluminated

f Signs shall be removed within 14 days after the completion
of a project

12 Temporary farm products signs provided

a Signs are located on the premises where the products are
produced and sold i1n conjunction with a permitted farm use

1in that district

d
sale activities

13 Temporary special event signs or banners for religious,
charitable, civic, fraternal, or similar organizations, provided




¢ Signs shall be erected no sooner than 14 days before and
removed 7 days after the event

14 Temporary banners in non-residential districts, provided

a. Only one banner per establishment shall be allowed at a
Lime

b All banners shall be attached in total to a building wall or
permanent canopy extending from a building

No paper banners shall be allowed

d Banners shall be erected for a period not to exceed 2 weeks

e No more than 6 such signs per establishment shall be erected
within a calendar vear

f No banner shall extend above the second tloor level of a
building or 45 feet above grade, whichever 1s less

2107 TEMPORARY SIGNS REQUIRING PERMITS

The following temporary signs shall be allowed subject to the
applicable standards

1 Temporary Planned Development Signs, provided

Only one primary sign and two secondary signs shall be
allowed per street front of development

d

b The maximum sign face area of a primary sign shall not
exceed 48 square feet for residential dastricts, and 64

square feet in nonresidential districts

¢ The maximum sign face area of secondary signs shall not
exceed 12 square feet

d Only one permit shall be required for all temporary planned

development signs for each planned development  Permits
shall be valid until a project 1s completed or two years,
whichever comes first Completion shall be evidenced by the
1ssuance of all certificates of occupancy for a development
by the Building Standards Department I1f a project 1s not
completed 1n two years, a new permit must be obtained
However, in no instance shall more than 5 permits be 1issued

for a development  Additional permaits shall not allow
secondary si1gns All secondary signs shall be removed

when the first permit i1ssued expires

e Temporary directional signs within a planned development,

but not visible from the road(s) fronting the overall
development shall be permitted so long as such signs do not

- 15 -




exceed 12 square feet 1n sign area, and signs are removed

upon completion of the portion of the project to which the
s1gns are gaiving direction

SPECIFICATIONS FOR PERMANENT SIGNS REQUIRING A PERMIT

The following are general specifications applicable to the various
permanent signs permirtted  Additional specificatins regarding size,
number, location, and permitted types of signs are set forth in
Section 2109, District Regulations

1 Wall Signs

Wall signs shall be permitted on the wall of a building as
follows

a Signs may be located on any building wall of a nonresidential
structure so long as the maximum sign surface area of all

signs on one wall does not exceed 10% of the area of the
building wall to which the sign 1s attached up to a maximum

of 200 square feet

b The size and number of wall signs i1n residential dastricts
shall be regulated 1n accordance with Section 2109 1 herein

¢ The maximum allowable wall sign area per wall shall not be
transferrable to another wall

d The total area of wall signs may be increased by 10% 1f such
wall signs consists only of individual, outlined alphabet,

numeric, and/or symbolic characters without background,
except the background provided by the building surface to

which the sign 1s affixed

e The total area of wall signs may be increased by 10% 1f no
detached si1gn 1s used on the premises

f No wall sign shall extend more than 6 inches above the
parapet or roof line of the building to which the sign 1s

attached, nor shall a wall sign project more than 18 1inches

from the building wall Further, no wall sign or 1its
supporting structure shall cover any window or part of a
window

Lamps and fixtures used to i1lluminate a wall sign shall not
project i1nto a required yard more than 2 feet beyond building
walls and shall have a minimum clearance of 10 teet from

grade

2 Canopy and Awning S51gns

Signs may be attached, painted, or printed upon a canopy or
awning, provided




The maximum allowable area for canopy or awning S1gns or a
combination of canopy, awning, and/or wall signs shall not
exceed that maximum permitted in Section 2108.1 above
Canopys and awnings shall not be calculated in the total
square footage of a building wall

ct

3 Projecting Signs

A projecting sign may be used in lieu of a detached sign  Such
sign shall be permitted, provided

a A projecting sign shall not project more than 4 feet from a
building wall

b A projecting sign shall not extend vertically above the roof
line or parapet wall of a building

The minimum height from grade to the lowest edge of a
projecting sign shall be 9 feet

C

4 Detached Signs

Detached signs shall be permitted, as follows

a The maximum si1ze and permitted location of detached signs
shall be regulated 1n accordance with Section 2109 herein

b Unless otherwise specified 1n Section 2109, no detached sign
shall exceed 7 feet in height

¢ Unless otherwise specified in Section 2109, through lots or
lots having frontage on three or more streets shall be
permitted a total of one sign per street front

No ground mounted sign greater than 2% feet in hexght or
pole si1gn having a vertical clearance between grade and
the bottom of the sign less than 10 feet shall be located

1n the site distance triangle

e All portions of a sign shall be located behind the street
right-of-way line, however, all signs greater than 2% feet
1n height or having a vertical clearance between grade and
the bottom of a sign face less than 10 feet in height shall

be located a minimum of 5 feet behind a right-of-way line

f The maximum angle of a double-faced sign shall be 45®  Thas

refers to the distance between sign faces on a single
structure

2109 DISTRICT REGULATIONS FOR PERMANENT ON-PREMISES SIGNS

Permanent signs shall conform to the standards established in this
section, in addition to those applicable standards set forth elsewhere

1n this ordinance
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2109 1 Resident1al and Rural Districts

a Signs on the premises of single family, two family dwellings,
eroup homes, and on the premises of mobile homes shall conform to

Section 2106 5 of this ordinance

b Signs on the premises of a multi-family building not associated
with a planned multi-family development shall be regulated as

follows

Type of Sign Permitted  Identafication

Permitted Number 1

Maximum Saize 6 square feet

¢ Signs on the premises of planned residential developments including
subdivisions, multi-family, mobile home parks, and retirement

centers shall be regulated as folliows

Type of Sign Permitted Identification

1 per major entrance not to exceed
2 signs per streetfront, where a

sign 1s allowed, 2 separate sign
faces may be used 1in conjunction

with a wall, fence, or other
architectural entrance feature

Permitted Number

Maximum Size 24 square feet

Flexibaility Option Signs for these uses may be
regulated 1n accordance wlth

Special Sign Overlay Uistrict
provisions as described in
Section 2110 herein

d Detached signs for other uses 1in Rural or Resi1dential Districts
shall be permitted i1n accordance with the following schedule of

regulations

- 18 -




USE

Churches, synagogues, elementary,
junior high and senior high
schools, and similar uses, con-
vents, monasteries, dormitories,
YMCA's and similar organizations,
orphanages, commercial day care
centers, museums, art galleries,
hospitals, sanatoriums, libraries,

and similar uses

Golf courses, country clubs
swimming clubs, community
recreation centers, tennis
clubs and similar uses

Small group day care homes, and
nursing homes housed 1n a

residential structure

Cemeteries

Resort Commercial
(Rural District)

A1l other non-residential
uses

2109 2

MAX IMUNM

TYPE PERMITTLED

Identification
Primary Sign 32 sq ft
Secondary Sign 16 sq ft.

Bulletin Board

Identification 1 32 sq it
[dentification 1 4 sq ft

Identification |

Identification 1 32 sq ({ft
Identafaication 1

Offi1ce and Research Districts

b Detached signs on the premises of all other uses shall be

regulated as follows

Type of Sign Permitted

Maximum Size

Maximum Number

Identitication

Identification 1

Tdenfication

every 2 linear feet of frontage up
to a maximum of 48 square feet
The size of a sign may be 1ncreased

by 25% 1f the sign 1s setback a
minimum of 30 feet behind the

right-of-way




c Office and Research Park Development Signs shall be regulated as
follows

Type of Sign Permitted Identification & Directory

Maximum Number One detached sign per major
entrance to the park not to exceed

2 per street front One directory
si1gn per street front

Maximum S1ze Detached Sign: 48 square feet
Directory Sign 24 square feet

Location Directory signs shall be located
behind the setback

Flexabilaty Option Signs for these uses may be
regulated 1n accordance with

Special Sign Overlay Distract
provisions as described 1n
Section 2110 herein

2109 3 Institutional Districts

1 Hospitals, colleges, cultural, civic, and recreation centers,

and similar large scale complexes may be considered for
Special Sign Qverlay Daistract regulations as described 1in

Section 2110 herein

5  One Bulletin Board, not to exceed 16 square feet, shall be
permitted i1n addition to or 21n conjunction with a permanent

1dentification sign

2109 4. Business Districts

Detached signs 1n business districts shall be regulated as follows

a. Signs for businesses other than shopping centers

Type of Sign Permitted  1ldentification or Business bSign,
the advertising copy on a business

si1gn shall not exceed 25% of the
total sign face area

One per premises

In accordance with the following
schedule




STREET CLASSIFICATION

(In Accordance with Adopted MAXTMUM SIGN MAXTMUM SIGN

Street Classification System) FACE AREA HEIGHT
CLASS I Freeway or EXpressway 128 sq tt 40 1t
CLASS IT Limited Access Arterial 100 sq f{t 30 tt.
CLASS III Major Arterial 100 sq ft 30 tt
CLASS IV  Minor Arterial 64 sq ft 20 ft
CLASS V Collector 48 sq. ft 20 ft
CLASS VI  Local 48 sq ft 20 ft

Flexibility Option The maximum size of a sign face may be
increased 20% 1f a ground mounted

1denti1fication si1gn 1s used Such a
sign shall not be greater than /7 feet 1in

height

b Signs for shopping centers and other multi-tenant properties

Identification or Business 51igns

the advertising copy on a business
si1gn shall not exceed 25% of the

total sign face area

Type of Sign Permitted

Maximum Number One per street front

Maximum Size & Height In accordance with the following
schedule

SIZE OF CENTER MAXTMUM SIGN MAXIMUM

(Gross Building Area) FACE AREA HE IGHT

50,000 sq ft or less 100 sq ft 30 ft

50,001 sq ft - 200,000 sq ftt 128 sq ft 30 ft

Over 200,000 sq ft 150 sq ft 30 ft

Flexibility Option Two or more signs may be used per
street front subject to the following

conditions-

1 Only ground mounted i1dentifi-
cation signs shall be used

2  Each sign shall not exceed 438

square feet 1n sign tace area,

nor 7 feet in height

3 No sign shall be located
closer than 300 linear feet to

another sign on the premises




2109 5

2109 6

2109 7

2109 8

21140

¢ Signs on the premises of business parks shall be regulated in
accordance with Section 2109 2(c) herein

Industrial Districts

a Detached signs 1in i1ndustrial districts shall be regulated in
accordance with Section 2109 4(a)

b Industrial Park Development Signs shall be regulated in
accordance with Section 2109 2{c)

Uptown Mixed Use District (UMUD)

Reserved

Urban Residential Districts (UR-1, UR-2, UR-3, and UR-C)

Signs i1n Urban Residential Districts shall be regulated in accordance
with Section 3051 7 of the City of Charlotte Zoning Ordinance

Urban Industrial District

Signs 1n the Urban Industrial District shall be permitted 1n
accordance with Section 2109 5 herein

CREATION QF SPECIAL SIGN DISTRICTS

For the purpose of establishing, enhancing, preserving, and developing
the character, quality, and property values of areas of uni1que character
and special development potential, districts which signs are regulated
by special provisions may be established subject to the following

conditions

a As a prerequisite to the establishment of such a special sign
district, 1t must be determined that the modified rules

established for said dastract shall

1 Preserve and enhance the special character of the particular
area

2 Not contravene the intent of this ordinance

3 Cause no disturbance to neighboring property lying outside
the proposed district

b. Without changing the basic structure of this ordinance, the
modified rules for special sign districts may

1 Impose sign regulations which are in addition to or more
stringent that those provided for elsewhere in this

ordinance




f 2 Waive certain restrictions or establish more lenient
restrictions than those provided for elsewhere, but only
variations 1in the allowable sign size, height, number, or

location

2110 1 Historic Overlay District

Reserved

2110 2 Neighborhood Mixed Use Overla Distract

Reserved

2110 3 Bi1l1lboard Free Overlay District

No outdoor advertising sign shall be permitted in this district
regardless of zoning classification  Specific areas shall be
designated as Billboard Free through the zoning change process

2110 4 Planned Development Optional

Regulations tor signs 1n planned residential, nonresidential, or mixed
use developments over 50 acres 1n sl1ze may vary from the standards ot

this ordinance subject to the following

a A Master Sign Program that includes the following information ain
hooklet form is submitted to the Planning Commission for adminis-

trative approval

1 Detailed designs of all proposed signs 1including the size,
height, copy, materials, and colors ot such signs

Z Proposed locations and number ot proposed signs

3  Sign Illumination Plans

4 Plans for landscaping or architectural features to be used
1n conjunction with such plans

b It 1s determined that the proposed signs shall meet the following
criterla

1 All signs are coordinated in terms of design features.

3  The number of detached signs along a street frontage does
not exceed 3

4 The maximum height of a detached sign does not exceed 12
feet
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5 All dairectional signs are on the premises of the overall
development

REGULATIONS FOR OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGNS

Permitted Location I-1, I-2, B-2 except in Billboard
Free Overlay Districts as designated
1n Section 2110 of this ordinance

Maximum Number ot
Sign Faces 1 per side of sign

Maximum Sign Face Size

and Sign Height In accordance with the following
schedule
ZONING MAXIMUM SIGN MAXIMUM SIGN
DISTRICT ROAD CLASSIFICATION FACE AREA HEIGHT
I-1 & I-2 Class 1 380 sq ft 50 ft
-1 & I-2 Class II, III, IV, V & VI 380 sq {ft. 40 ft
R-2 Class I, I, TI1II, IV, ¥V, & VI 380 sq ft 30 ft.

(a) 500 feet from any residential
district, hospital, park, or
cemetery,

(b) 1,000 linear feet between
outdoor advertising sSigns on

the same si1de of the street as
measured from the centerline ot

the street,
(c) 500 feet from any other outdoor

advertising sign on the opposite
si1de of the street,
(d} 20 feet from an existing

building,

(e) 500 feet from any part of the
principal use being advertised,

(f) No two sign structures within

300 feet of any street
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