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I COUNCIL WORKSHOP

j AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

j TOPIC: Sjdewalk Text Amtndmtnt - Charlottt Subdlvlslon Ordmance

1 cotwcm Focus AREA: Econonuc oevelopment
T ransportatlon

I
KEY NINTS (lssues, Cost, Chaxge in Policy):1 

.

.C ouncil Policl

j .pubhc SafetySeparatlon of pedestnan vs vehlcular traffic
Nmghborhood vmblllty1/ Accesslbillty

ec onnectw lty

Pedestnan connectlvlty and accesslbllityl safety fwm mcreased tramc flows through residentlal nelghborhoods

Background1
. T ext am endm ent sponsored by the C harlotte M ecklenburg Plnnnlng

j Cauormmmg lussulwonataovamjocpromesuetze TCtPH'e.II Sldewalk constructlon requlrements
. P ubllc hearm gs held on 2/16/98 and contm ued to 3/16/98

j . Clty Councll requested tlle lssue be placed on the 4/6/98 workshop agenda fordlscusslon
.  

Declslon scheduled for the 4/20/98 zonmg hearmg meetmg1 
.lssues raised at the pubhc hearings

1 * Potentlal confhct wlth the placement of utllltles wltbln the steet rlght-of-way.
.  Potentlal constnlctlon problem s and conse am ts m cludm g slope and grades of

tlle proposed lots and damage durmg house constructlon whlcll requlresl sldewalk to be rebmlt or replaced
. Increased constructlon cost w hlch are passed on to tlle hom ebuyer and adds to

j tlle overall housmg prlces
A ttached ls staff respom e to tllese lssues

1
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1 omqoxs: comparison of sidewalk Alternatives tsee chart)

j 1) Ezstinz Sidewalk Reguirements

. Present requzrements are for sldewm to be comstnlcted alongj one slde of resldentlal collector and resldentlal Iocal streets
N o sldew alk is presently requlred along resldentlal lm nted

(cul-de-sac) seeets1 . Developers currently do not have to comtruct any
lm provm nents along theg prolect frontage on an arterlal

seeetI
2) Proposed Subdivision O rdinznce Text Am enam ent

1 k to be colkstnlcted along botll sldes of. Would requlre sldewal
al1 streets. mdudmg the resldentlal ltmlted (cul-de-sac) steetj . Developers would also be requlred to construct sldewalk

-  along thelr prolect frontage on an arterlal sî eet

1 3) REBIC Mternative

. Would requtre sldewalk to be comtructed along both sldes ofl collector streets

. R em aln w lth current requtrem ent for sldew alk to be

constnzcted along one slde of resldentml local streets1 . would requve sldewalk to be constructeu along one slue (not
to m clude bulb) of resldentlal lm m ed (cul-de-sac) streets lf

j they are longer than 500 feet
'*%

-  * Resldentlal llnuted (cul-de-sac) streets less t11%  or equal to
500 feet w ould be exem pt from  any sldew alk cons% ctlon .

j * Watershed Overlay Zomng Dlselcts only* Dltch
- type sleet standard (no curb &  glltter) - no sîdewalk

comstructlon requlredl . Curb & Gutter sleet standard - sldewalk constructlon would be
requlred along oae m de of restdentlal collector and restdentlal local

sl eets N o sldew alk constructlon w ould be requlred along

$1/ resldentlal lmllted (cul-de-sac) streets
* D evelopers w ould be requlred to construct sldew alk along thelr

prolect frontage on an arterlal steet1
4) Zonine Com m ittee Com prom ise

1 would requlre sldewm to be constructed along lloth mdes of a11*
resldentlal collector, resldentlal local, and resldentlal llm lted (cul-de-

j sac) streets mcludmg the bulb that are longer thm1 250 feet or sel've

1
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1 more tsan lo loa or umts
. W ould requg e sldew alk to be consm lcted along 0ne slde only on

j resldentlal llrmted (cul-de-sac) street.s that are 250 feet or less, or 10lot
.s or um ts or less and w ould not m clude the bulb

* Developer would be requlred to cons%ct sldewalk along thelrj prolect frontage on an arterlal sleet
.  U nnnlm ous recom m endatlon of the Z onm g C om m lttee on 3/23/98

l COUNCIL DECISION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED:

'rhe proposed text amendment ls scheduled for a vote on the 4/20/98 Clty1 councg zonmg Hearmg agenda

$ ATTACHMENTS:

''Comparsson of Sldewalk Alternatlves'' (Char0j ''lssues Ralsed at Publlc Henrlng and Stelff Response''
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C om parison of Sidew alk A lternatives

Z oning C om m itteeStreet C lassificatlon C urrent O rdinance Proposed T ext A m e
ndm ent R E B IC  A lternative

C om prom ise

l sldew alk on both sldes Sldew alk on both sldes Sldew alk on both sldes Sldew alk on both sldesA
rterlal Streets o evel

opur only responslble for (Dcveloper only responslble for (Developer only responslble for prolec! (Developer (m ly resptmslble for(M
alor = 10()' M lnor = 70' prolect slde) prq cct slde) slde) 

prolect slde)

C ollector d lk on one slde s
ldew alk on botll sldes Sldew alk on botll sldes Sldew alk on both sldessl ew a

6@

L ocal R esldentlal 3 O ne slde (except dltch type
sldew alk on bath sldts Sldew alk on onc slde Sldew alk on b0th sldes

50 ' Streets)

sldewalk on both sldes, exceptL ocal L im lted sldew alk on both sldes 
,sldew alk on one slde of streets > 500 
, streets w lth < 10 lots or < 250'tjal 4 No Sldewalk Includlng the bulb of the cnl de-R esiden 

but not on the btllb of the cul-de-sac In Iength shall have one slde
4t)' Sa2

and not the bulb

D ltch Type streets N o sldew alk

Av atershed O verlay c
urb ana a utter o ne stde ort u /AN /A  N /A

D istrict collectors
, O ne slde on locals, and

N one on cul-de sacs

E ffectlve D ate N/A Date of Adoptlon 3 M onths 90 Days

l Arterlal Street (Class III and IV) - A m ultllane roadway as shown on the adopted thorougllfare plan, lncludlng m alor and m lnor Usually seen on the exterlor of subdlvlslons
.

2 flolleclor (CIass V) A roadway whlch assem bles traffic from lccal streets, and dlstrlbntes It re the nearcst arterlal strert Seldom Included w lthln subdlvlslons

3 Local Resldentlal (Class VI) - A two Iane roadway whlch provldes access dlrectly to adlolnlng Iow/medlum denslty Iand uses M ost com m on street type w lthln a subdlvlslon

4 Local Llm ltcd Resldentlal (Class V I L) - Thls type of street serves the sam e functlon as the Iocal street, but ls perm anently dead ended w lth a m axlm um length of 1000'

(ex cul-de-sacs) Com mon wlthln most subdlvlslons
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I Sidewalk Text Amendment
lssues R aised at Public H earing and StaffR esponse

l

l Issue: ne new reqmrement mll cause a problem mstilmg tmderground utllltles
Respnnse: No, most new streets have 9'-12' of rlght-of-way behmd the curb 3YlsI ss m oxe thaq enougq room  m  w u c.b to tocate a 4' ssdqw atk I-hpzhtand creek
subdlvlslon, or the lncorporated tow ns of D avldson, C ornellus, H untersvllle, and

Matthews do not seem to have a problem coDrdmatlng utlljtles dunng1 consmzctlon

j Issue: ne slde slope to a street ls frequently a malor hlndrance to lnstalllng mdewalks
R esponse: N o, grade ls rarely a problem  ln otlr area The Charlotte-M ecklenburg

j Land Development Standards Mauual presently reqtllres tlAat developers grade atleast 8 feet of nght-of w ay behlnd the cttrb for a1l new  streets The proposed

sldew alk w ould be located m tlun tlus graded area W here there ls a slgm ficant

j problem, staff already has the autizorlty to provlde sldewaik exemptlons
Issue: Sldew alk requlrem ents on the developer rajses the cost by 2-3 tlm es the acttm l lnstallatlon

I co.

Respense: If a developer finds that the bmlder or other constructlon actlvltles tearl up the sldewalk
, 

the current process can be am ended to allow  the developer or the

bullder to lnstall the sldew alk as tlw  last task before a certlficate of occupancy ls

j lssued
Issue: D evelopers have already m ade financlal com m ltm ents for w luch the new  regulatlons m lI

j be a bmden
R espohse: A s part of the Zonm g C om m lttee recom m ended com prom lse, the new

j regulatlons w11l have a delayed lmplementatlon of 90 days

1
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l COUNCIL WORKSHOP

j AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

I TOPIC
: C onventltm  C enter Long R nnge Plan

I
C O U N C R  FO C U S A Q E A : Econonuc D evelopm ent

I
ST A F F R E SO U R C E : T om  Flynn

1

KEY POINI'S (Issues, Cost, Chnnge in Policy):j . Old Conventlon Center abandoned because lt could not be expanded
.  N ew  C onventlon C enter bullt to be expanded tow ard C aldw ell Street

*  

Brlef Councll on long range plan for Conventlon Center Expanslon, mcludmgj - Market factors tlmt affect tlle tlmlng of that expansTon
-  C om pan son to com pem lve cm es
-  

Identlficatlon of land needed to be purchased to preserve the optlon of expandmg1 tlze convenuon center
-  N eed to purclm se land m  order to preserve the ablhty to expand

. ne Conventlon Center currently operates at about 53% capamty ne Councll wlll need1 to demde on expandmg the conventlon center when lt operates at 8o% of capaclty
W ltllout a C onventton C enter H otel, the C enter ls not prolected to reach 80%  capaclty

l . 'Cet 'sleznoolt6jo n j)y
-  Stan V aughn. C ohseum  A ui orlty C halrm nn

j - Charlle Iolmson, C H Johnson
-  T om  V entulette, T V S A rchltects

l COUNCIL DECISION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED:
The C jty currently has an optlon on one of the pleces of land needed to preserve the ablllty of

expandmg tlle Conventlon Center Thls optlon explres m July 1998 Counctl wlll need to decld el m July 1998 lf lt wants to ptlrchase thls property for $7,815:4K Pnor to that declslon, Councll
w l1l recelve the results of the Conventlon Center H otel RFQ process

l The pupose of tus presenotlon ls to provlde background mformatlon and dlscuss addzuonal
m form atlon needed by C ouncll to m ake the land plzrchase declslon m  July 1998

I
A W A C H M E M 'S: Long R ange M aster Plan prevlously sent to C lty C ouncll

I
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I COUNCIL WORKSHOP

j AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

1 TOPIC: 1998 N  C  Leglslatw e A genda

I C O U N C IL FO C U S AR EA : Restructurm g G overnm ent

I
S'T A b''F R ESO U R C E : Boyd F C auble

1
K EY PO INTS (Issues, Cost, Cblm ge in Policy):

I . At the workshop
, 

C ouncll w lll be brlefed on ltenks of m terest to tte C lty tlm t

are m m clpated to be addressed by tlie leglslam re durm g tlle .'1998 Short Sesslon ''

1
*  

C ouncll w tll also be asked to conslder seekm g local leglslatlon to autàorlze revenue bond

fundlng for stormwater mprovementsI

OPTIONS: Endorse the N C League's agenda and/or approve a request for revzszons m the1 storm w ater pohcy to allow  tlkt s suance of R evenut bonds

1 cotwclla pEclslox olt pluc'nox REQrUTED: Adwse staft regardmg the '98
leglslatlve agenda

I
AWACHMEM'S:I
A  A  request for revlslons to the autàorlty to clm nge storm w ater fees

l B Llst of proposed N C laeapze of Mumclpalltles Iepslatlve goals antl pollcles

1

1
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j DepartmentE
nA eenng and Property M anagement - Storm W ater Sem ces

l Legislative Request
A m end the law  to allow  tlle Clty to ch rge tts ow n Storm  W ater fees tfthe C lty lssues

Storm Water Revenue BondsI
D eacription:

State Iaaw requlres tbnt only one governlng body charge a Storm Water fee lftwol govenmwnts operate a storm water progam m the ume area nrou. an hterlooal
A p eem ent M ecklenburg C ounty sets tlze fee and rem lts to the C ity lts share Ifthe

j lnterlocal Ap-ment were to be dlsrlvd tllen nelther entlty could charge a feeAccordlngly we exnnot gunrantee Revenue Bond buyers that we are 
m  control of the

revenue strexm wluch would back the bonds The requested leghslatlve cilange w111 enablej the Clty to lssue Revenue Bonds to support lts Storm Water Capltal Investment Program

Justifkation of Need:j Over the next fv
.

e years the Storm  W ater C ap
.ltj Investment Program ls scheduled to

m nk'e $124 m llllnn of lm provem ents $107 m llllon w ill be Gnnnced w lt
.h R evenue bonds

Clty Council has adopted a strategy to fund the Enterprise operaoons mth Revenue: Bonus

Couneil Policia Impacted1 The Clys Storm Water Capltal Investment Propam mll not have the resources to
operate

l other Agenciea Impactu
N o

1 Has the request been made before?
NoI

W hat are the consequenca  if net approved?

Other funding sources must be found lf Stonn Water will have a vlable Capltal Programl
H a: proposed Iegislation been drafted?

Ye% please see the attached memoranduml

l

I

I
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M E M O R A N D U M

1 ExclxEEmxc &PROPERTV M AGEMEXT
STO RM  W A TER SERVIC ES

I Date: March l7, 1998

j TO' Boyd Cauble FROM' mchard WoodcockBusmess Manager

j SUBJEG: Chaxue m Svte Law Concemmg the Authonty to Charge Storm Water Fees

Over tl)e past 5ve years carlotte Storm Water Snlces has exprnded more tllan $34 mllllon ml compltton of over 1
,

000 storm  w ater prolects. n ese prolects llave lncluded tile repm r or

reconsm zctlon of plpe,s, culverts, channels, and stream m ln a1I parts of the C lty n e

lmprovements have been funded t:rough storm water fees and a 1994 GO Bond lssue ln the1 am ount ot s25 m gllon. x otw lthstandm g uus slp uficant m vesa ent, a vast rnalonty of needs are
unfortm m tely stlll unm tt As tlle C lty llas tlm usands of verd ed requests for servlce that m ust bq

addressed ne 5ve year captal mvestment plan mcludes $124 mllhon In neede,d work and tlle1 oty counml has adopted a seategy of usmg Rwenue Bon. to iyelp f1m4 +at work. In 1W99
the Storm  W ater program  ls SCIIH IIIM  to lxsue $ 18 4 m llhon ln R evenue Bonds to help fund that

j year's captal mvescent program of $24.8 mllllon
Clty Councll's snanclng strategy appears to be precluded by state law  n e storm  w ater utlllty

j enablmg lepslatlon authonyAs only one umt of local government to levy storm water fees mthma glven georphlcal area
-  

C urrently the C l@  ls op= tm g 11 prog am  pnmm ant to an Interlocal

A p eem ent m th M ecklenburg C ounty w lucll stlpulates tbat only M ecklenbm g C ounty can levy

j storm water fxs and whlch prowdes for the dlsmbutmn of a share of tlle fee revenues to theClty. W hlle thls R- ngem ent ls presently w orkm g satlsfactonly, the C lty's bond counsel has

pom ted out that If the C ounty or the C lty w ere to dlssolve tlw  lnterlocal A grev ent nm ther

j gevelnment could charge a fee n1s would ellmlnate the revenue slream necessary to semceRevenut B ond debt. Sm çe tlle C lty w ould not have tlle legal authonty to um laterally ensure the

revenue strenm , bond colm sel has m dlcated that revenue bonds w ould not be m srketable

I nls problem  could be SXGI through a local act that w ould am end tlw  law  by addm g the
underlm ed language bd ow . n e language allow s the C lty to cbarge 11 ow n storm  w ater fees

I only lf Revenue Bonds lzave been lssuea ana are outsunalng

No Storm water utlhty fee may be levled under tlus subsextlon whenever two or morel wuts of goveroment operate separa. seucazral ana namral xorm waterana armnage
system  servlces ln the u m e aI'e.a m thln a county. provided. lm w ever. that ang um t of

local government which ltas lssued revenue bonds fmcludmq revenue bonds lssued tol refund prior reveaue bonds) f'or w hlch storm w gter utglty f'ees have been pleaze  unaer

M lcle 5 of C hap-ter 159 of the N orth C arollna G eneral Statutes m av levy or contlnu; to

j 1- a stormwater utllity fee under thls subsedlon untll such revenue bonds (mcludlng anv
refundin: bondsl have been rehred.

I

1



I

ne lssuance of Storm Water Revmme bonds ml1 enable tlw Clty to pllrxlle 1ts seategy of1 acceleramg tlw provamto ellmmate the backlog of storm water repxrs, a backlog that mll
force som e cltlzens to w m t from  5 to 20 years for m uch needed repm rs

I

I
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l 9n8 Municipalsegislauve coa. and eolicies1

(Recommended addltlons are underlined and deletlons are struck throughlI
roperty tax The League wl1l supportF inance

, Administration and Pl In tergovernm en tal R elations m
as

u

anlcolpotulties that seek local opt,on taxes, suchanc,y tax
, 
a local incom e or payrollP

tax, a prepared m eals tax, a real estate transfer

j MUNICIPAL REVENUES tax and an admlsslons tax, the proceeds ofwhlch may be used for any publm purpose The
x A s )ts first pnorlty, the League strongly sup- League w 1ll oppose leglslatlon to convert any

orts presen ratlon of the current local govem - of these local optlon taxes lnto state revenueP

m ent tax structure, slnce lt provldes stable sources
, 
or to lnterfere unduly w lth prlor local

revenues In a balanced m arm er T he L eague acts

w111 support modlticatlons whlch enhance the1 biljty ot- mumclpalltles to meet the needs of . The League wlll oppose consol,datlon or thea
thelr cltlzens, but w 1l1 oppose m odlficatlons state and local sales taxes

that do not observe baslc tax equlty prlnclples1 or that erode local revenues x The League wlll support leglslatlon to provlde
reasonable rellef to elderly taxpayers w hose

j . The property tax ls the only malor revenue homestead exemptlons lose value as a result ofsotlrce sublect to the control of elected munlcl- jnflatlon
pal officlals, and thus ls the fotm datlon of

mumctpi tinance The League mll oppose x The League wtll support a publlc referendum1 proposals to abollsh the propeo tax or eroslon on a state Iottery prowded that a fmr and rea-
of the property tax through addltlonal exem p- sonable portlon of the proceeds are enrm arked

tlons and preferentlal classlficatlons ln the fbr captal lmprovement needs of munlclpalltles1 property tax base unless othenwse prov,ded by and made avagable on an equltable basls
L eague pollcy

. The League ml1 support leglslatlon to autho-1 . If revenue sotuces aze repealed, lost revenues nze the governlng body to delegate the declslon
m ust be replaced under a hold harm less for- to declare real property or personal property

mula wluch wlll replace revenue to a11 mumm- surplus to the ptuchaslng agent or manager,1 palltles on a dollar-for-dollar basls wsth an authonze the governlng body to delegate the
adequate grow th factor n e League m l1 seek authonty to the purchaslng agent or the

new revenue sources to replace repealed and/or manager to accept the lowest responslble b1dI rezmbursed revenue souzces mtlun approprlated smds or relect the blds that
exceed the appropn ated funds, lncremse tlle ln-

> ne League supports the current dlstnbutlon formal bld llmlts for supplles and equlpmentl methods for exlstmg local revenue somces, but fwm the current $20,000 to $30,000 and re-
w l11 oppose leglslatlon that w ould dlstort the qm re state contract vendors to sell to m unlcl-

d,stnbutlon of exlstlng revenues and have some palltles under the same condltlons and prlceI munlclpailtles gam revenues at the expense of
others x n e L eague w ill oppose leglslatlon to llm lt

mtles' authorlty to lmpose fees reasonablyl . Munlclpalltles are ln need of new revenue related to the cost of local regulatory programs
sources to offset dlm lnlshed tinancjal assls-

tance from the federal govermnent, to meet the x The League w1ll seek leglslatlon to clarlfy thel tide of expenslve state and federal mandates, authonty of cltles to collect fees from Houslng
and to balance the revenues den ved * om  tbe A uthontles for servlces rendered

1 s



. The League w lll sappert a reasonable lncrease M UN ICIPA L F JN A N CE

ln the lnterest rate on dellnquent property taxesl The League wIll suppprt a change to an earlper . The League wlll support leg,slatlon allowlng
date of the tlm e w hen property taxes becom e m ore flexlblllty ln local governm ent borrow lng

dellnquent, and authorlty for governlng boards such as speclal obllgatlon bond financlng

to use prepaym ent dlscounts untll the delln-
quent date w The League w 1l1 oppose legqslatlon to restrlct

the current authorlty of m unlclpalltles to secure

. 'l-he L eague w 11l support clan fylng leglslatlon lease/purchase or lnstallm ent Iinanclng

to ensure tbat m unlm palltles recelve tax valua-
tlon lnform atlon at least by the tlm e the county * The League m ll support leglslatlon to allow

budget ordlnance ls adopted m un,clpalttles flexlblllty ln lettlng constructlon

contracts under the lnform al bId procedures to

w T he League w 1ll seek leglslatlon to provlde unllcensed contractors

m unlclpalltles w lth effectpve rem edles to chal-
lenge property tax valuatlons w lthln the M T be L eague supports efforts to lncrease state

m um clpal com orate llm lts Such rem edles fundlng for llbrarles. lncludlng lncreased state
should lnclude statutory standlng to partlclpate a1d to llbrarles to support 74 publlc llbrary

m  valuatlon proceedlngs and early notlce to system s, provlslon of state funds to asspst Jocal

affected m unlclpalltles govem m ents w lth renovatlons and constructlon
of publlc llbrary facslitles w lth a m atch from

. The L eague w lll not oppose taxatlon of resl- local sources of at least 50%  of total cost

dentlal property occupled by the owner and (plazm lng grants also would be avallable), and
located m  a com m erclally-zoned area at a low er fundlng of the state llbran es expanslon request

resldentlal use value, lf reasonable rollback pro- to support tecluucal asshstance, tralnlng and

w sltm s slm llar to agn cultural use value statew lde sew lces for local llbrarles

taxatlon are lncluded and provlded that the tax
advantage w lll not be avallable to the property M The League w lll seek technlcaï

owner or other party wlth a legal lnterest who changes to the Local Govenunent Flnance ActI petltlcns for rezonlng to commerc,al use to facllltate the sale and lssuance of duly
authonzed bonds

w ne League w11l support leglslatlon to applyl local sales or use tax to auomoblles, boats and . The Leacue wlll sunport lezlslatlon to lnclude
alrplanes m unlclpalltles ln w lt-h tho.  

se authorlzed set-off

debts acalnst State lncom e tax refunds T hls

> The L eague w lll support leglslatlon provldlng authon z-atlon shall be to the L e
- ac u e as a

for m ore frequent dlstrlbutlon of state collected reDresentatlve of m un. lm p-alltles or to a clean nz

local sales tax revenuesy or paym ent of m terest house form ed bv a num ber of m um cloalltles

to local governm ents for the perlod durlng
w hlch funds m'e held by the state PE R S O N N E L

. The League w lll support leglslatlon to expand * The L ea#kle Supports the rlght of m unlclpal

the current property tax lncentlves for hlston c em ployers to m ake baslc em ploym ent decl-

tlon slons, and w lll oppose any 1aw  or regulatlonpresew a

w hlch, elther dlrectly or lndlrectlyy affects

The L eauue m II supoort a studv of the cua ent m t1nlclpal em ployees' salan es, benefits or con-x

D ro o ertv 
.  
tax ex em otlon s

-
and exc

-
l

.
u
-

slons for dltlons of w ork, or w hlch adversely affects the

those yndlvlduals or entltles encazed ln non- Prerogatlve of each elected m unlclpal govern-

profit actlvltles lng body to m ake lndependent pollcy and

budgetm y defuslons regardm g m um chpal

. n e Leaaue w lll seek leajslatlon to exem pt em ployees

m unlca pall
-
tles from  oa

-
vm e-nt of state and local

sales taxes as w ell as state m otor fuels taxes K T he L eague w 1ll oppose efforts to m odlry the

1aw whlch prohlbsts a munlclpallty from recog-I 6



I
nszlng or enterlng lnto conlracts w lth labor . The L eague w lll opposc leglslatlon to exem pt

unlons or other employee organlzmlons The some 1aw enforcement officers from the generall League wlll oppose leglslatlon that tends to rules on reductlon of dlsablllty retlrement pay-
strengthen the lntluence of publlc em ployee m ents based on later earnlngs

labor unlons, because that Is not In the publlcl lnterest OPEN MEE TINGS

w The League wlll opppse leglslatlon to lncrease . The League supports the prlnclple of opennessl local government financed death benefits of In government and speclfically cndorses the
law  enforcem ent officers and firefighters concept that m eetlngs of govenunental bodles

should generally be open to the publlc Thej RETIREMENT League also supports reasonable provlslons for
closed sesslons w hen such Ilm ltatlons are ln the

w The League w1l1 oppose leglslatlon to provlde publlc lnterest The League wlll oppose legls-l full retlrement benefits for some classes of latlon lmposlng addltlonal statutory requlre-
em ployees w lth a m lnlm um  length of sen rlce m ents on m unlclpal governlng bodles T he

less than tbat reqmred of other employees, or same provlslons should apply to all electedj other preferentlal treatment The League wl11 state, county and munlclpal leglslatlve bodles
oppose leglslatlon to reduce the m lnlm um

length of senuce requlred for retlrement wlth PUBLIC RE CORDSj full benefits
x n e L eague supports the prlnclple that publlc

. The League wlll support leglslatlon to provlde records should be avallable to the publlc, butj reasonable cost of llvmg lncreases for retlrees the League also supports reasonable confiden-
and enhanced levels of benefits lf they can be tlallty provlslons that are ln the publlc lnterest

funded from actuanal gmns ln the local retlre- ne League wlll not oppose leglslatlon thatj ment system The League w111 oppose cost-of- makes publlc records avallable to the general
llvm g and benefit level m creases that cm m ot be publlc at reasonable cost but the L eague w lll

funded from avallable actuanal gams unless oppose leglslatlon to dlmlnlsh the proprletaryj spemfically authorlzed by a vote of the mem- value of records collected ln the publlc lnterest
bershlp Speclal conslderatlon should be glven to pro-

pnetary nghts ln commerclally valuable lnfor-j . The League m1l seek leglslatlon to coordlnate matlon, such as geographlc lnformatlon system
the van ous retlrem ent benefits of 1aw  enforce- records

ment officers m a ratlonal and equltable man-j ner The benefits are excesslve, lnequltable to MUNICIPAL UTILITIE S
other em ployees, and unduly burdensom e to

local taxpayers who must pay the costs The . The League wlll oppose leglslatlon that wouldj League mll support state admlnlstratlon of restnct the authonty of munlclpalltles to set
law  enforcem ent ofs cer retlrem ent benef ts, tiscal operatlon pollcles and detennlne the

orovlded lt ls at the optlon of a mumcloalltv approprlate rates, fees and servlce areas for1 
'CV'''Y '0'' O  '''t'e*Se 

7'1*Y'*'2*1 C'XQP E'SCS

* The L eague w lll seek

Iocal govem m ent representatlon on the R etlre- M U N IC IPA L  L IA B IL IT Y

j ment System Board of Trustees and to allow al1members to vote on a11 state and local retlre
-  w T he L eague w l11 oppose efforts to abollsh or

m ent m atters restn ct ftzrther the governm ental lm m um ty of

1 * The League wlll oppose leglslatlon to allow OYK'C'PZC'YQS Xom tort llablllty
other classes of em ployees to be ellglble for . The L eague w 11l seek leglslatlon to create a

dlsablllty retlrement wlth less than five years of Local Govemment Tort Clalms Act slmtlar to1 servlce the state Tort clalms Act

1 7



I
x The League w lll support leglslatlon prohlblt- w The League w lll seek leglslatlon to allow

1ng punltlve damages agalnst local govern- munlclpalltles the optlon to deslgnate vlolatlonsl ments of munlclpal ordlnances as lnfractlons ln
addltlon to current optlons

w The League wlll oppose legpslatlon to replace1 the current contrlbutory negllgence doctnne . The League wlll seek an ,ncrease ln the dollar
w lth a com paratlve fault system  threshold for declarlng a m otor vehlcle a

Junked motor vehlclel . The Leacue
.  -
w $lI 

-
seek leRl

-

slatlon to clarlfv the

entltles that m ay
-
be m em b

. -
e

-
r

-
s of local E  TH ICS

covenzment rlsk Dools1 w The League supports etlucs and good govern-
w T he Leazue w 1ll seek leclslatlon to Drovlde m ent ln the State of N orth C arollna but w lll

notlce oenods for cancellatlon and non-renewal oppose proposals that are unduly burdensome1 that are 
-

c
-

o
-
m n -

arable
-  

to 
.

those renul.red of or restrlctlve, and proposals that do not lnclude

com m erclal lnsurers a11 elected ofticlals

G E N E R A L G O VE R N M E N T  M G D ZI TE S

. The League wl1l oppose leglslatlon lmposlng . The League w11l seek a proposed constltutlonalj upon munlclpalltles statewlde lnltlatlve and amendment, leglslatlon or changes to leglsla-
referendum  procedures for m unlclpal ordl- tlve rules through the Flscal T rends Study

nances, and recall of m unlclpal ofticlals c om m lsslon and other approprlate channels,

that w 1ll requlre full fundlng or adequate rev-

. T he L eague w l1l seek leglslatlon m aklng enue sources for state m andates to local gov-

appropnate techmcal amendments to statutes emmentsl affectlng munlclpalltles
m The L eague m I1 oppose leglslatlon Im poslng

x ne League w1ll oppose leglslatlon that would unduly burdensome or expenslve mandated re-l make enforcement of local ordlnances more qulrements on munlclpalltles unless full fund-
dlfficult 1ng or adequate new  revenue sources are pro-

vlded for lm plem entatlon

. The I-eague m l1 oppose a constltutlonal
am endm ent or leglslatlon that lm poses term  * T be L eague w lll seek state grants for local

llm lts on local elected officlals functTons or actlvltles w hlch have been m an-

dated by the state, or w hlch have been re-

. T he L eague supports our exlstlng system  of quested by state agenm es and revlew ed and

representatlve dem ocracy and m 11 oppose approved by the L eague B oard of D lrectors

efforts to change that system  by lem ng the

electorate propose and enact law s m thout C om m unlty and E conom ic D evelop m ent

actlon by thetr duly elected representatlves -l Ecoxomc plpzztvwzsxr
. The L eague w l1l seek leglslatlon to provlde for

representatlves of munlclpal govemment on * The League wl1l seek leglslatlon to enhance thej boards and commlsslons that oversee essentlal esectlveness of economlc development efforts
local governm ent actlvltles and broaden the authonty of m unlclpalltles to

partlclpatej . The League does not oppose voluntarypnvltlzatlon of munlclpal senqces but wlll 
d j-urjdlng of> T he L eague w 11l sup port contlnue

oppose m andates reqm n ng m unlclpalltles to d t rogramthe Industrlal D evelopm ent Fun gran p

j contract wlth prlvate companles for publlc to make lt useful to more communltles lnservlces
creatlng Jobs

I s



I
x The L eague w 1ll support legsslatlon that w lll local lncentlves be offered at the dlscretlon of

promote tourlsm ln North Carollna and in local governmentsl North Carollna's munlclpalltles
L A N D  U SE  P L A N N IN G

. The League wlll support coptlnued stateI approprlatlons to lead reglonal organlzmlons . The League acknowledges the constltutlonal
(counclls of governm ents) at current levels for obllgatlons of governm ent officyals to respect

economlc development teclmlcal asslstance to prlvate property rlghts and urges munlclpalj munlclpalltles and countles, provlded such ofticlals to be mlndful of those concerns The
fundlng ls at the optlon of local governm ent League m l1 oppose legislatlon that unreason-

members ably restncts modlficatlon of current zonlng orj requlres munlclpalltles to pay monetary dam-
x T he L eague w lll seek developm ent of a com - ages ln connectlon w lth valld rezoning actlons

prehenslve and lntegrated statewlde strategyj and pollcy for economlc development that 1n- . The League wlll support leglslatlon to clarlfy
cludes the approprlate role and responslblllty and enhance the authorlty of m unlclpalltles to

for local govemments Local govermnents regulate outdoor advertlslng slgns, but wlllj shall be provlded an opportunlty to fully par- oppose leglslatlon to restrlct further the author-
tlclpate In the developm ent of such pollcy lty of local officlals to regulate outdoor adver-

tlslng and requlre removal of nonconformlngj . The League w11l support leglslatlon to estab- slgns by amortlzatlon
llsh a program  to provlde both m atchlng and

non-m atchlng grants based on ablllty to pay to x n e L eague w 1l1 oppose addltlonal leglslatlon

j munlclpalltles for capltal lmprovements plan- concemlng local zonlng treatment of man-nlng to facllltate local economlc growth ufactured houslng slnce these declslons are
m ost approp rlately m ade at the local level In

j . The League wlll support leglslatlon that wlll addltlon, the League urges tt: membershlp lnpromote the contlnued development of the film the strongest posslble terms to reexamlne land
m aklng lndustry ln N orth C arollna and ln N orth use practlces to assure com pllance w lth appll-

j Carolma's munlclpailtles cable statutes and case law, and conslder allo-catlng more resldentlal land area for manufac-
x The L eague w 111 support leglslatlon to estab- tured hom es based upon local houslng needs

j jllsh standby state programs to help stlmulateocally stressed economles . The League wlll seek leglslatlon to enhance
m unlclpalltles' ablllty to regulate lnapproprlate

. The League n1l1 support leglslatlon and locatlon of llcensed alcohol establlshments1 admlmstratlve actlons to mcrease exportlng by
N orth C arollna firm s w T he L eague w 111 supp ort stattw lde leglslatlon

to authonze levy of development lmpact or1 . ne League wlll support contmuatlon of the facll,tles fees
current state m com e tax crtdlt for Job creatlon

and supports expanslon to lncrease !ts effec- . The League wlll oppose leglslatlon orl tlveness for smaller bus,nesses admlmstratlve actlons whlch would alter the
current allocatlon of federal C om m unlty

. The League wlll seek leglslatlon to Development Block Grant funds between1 requlre the North carolma Department of houslng-related puposes (approxlmately 80%)
Adm lm stratlon and other state agencles to and econom lc developm ent (20% ) Rezardlne
consult w lth the host m um m pallty before any C D B G  funds for houslnz-rela-

ted ourroses. the1 decls,on to relocate a state office ls made Leacue wlll suooort the enhancement of local
dlscretlon ln the utlllzatlon-o-f

-

c D B G  funds for

K ne League w111 support leglslatlon whlch wlll new constructlon or rehabllltatlon ourrosesI enhance the efrectlveness of downtown
revltallzatlon, provlded any m easures Involvlng

1 9



. T he League w l1l support leglslatlon provldlng procedures or restrlct annexatlon authorlty

authorlty to munlcypalltles to requlre lnstalla- The League w1l1 oppose new Incorporatlonsl tyon of prlvate and publlc utllhty company llnes whlch are pnmanly for the purpose of pre-
lnslde tlae extratern ton al plannlng Jun sdlctlon ventlng annexatlon by an exlstlng m unlclpallty

up to munlclpal standards1 . The League wlll see.k Ieglslatlon or
x T he L eague w l1l support leglslatlon to encour- rules changes to requlre revlew  and

age preservatlon of fann land and natural and recom m endatyon by the Jolnt C om m lsslon on

scenlc areas, but w lll oppose leglslatlon w hlch M unlclpal Incorporatlon before m unlclpal

unremsonably lnfnnges on the authorlty of local lncorporatlon proposals are consldered by the

officlals to m ake approprlate land use decl- G eneral A ssem bly It is ln the
- -
lnterest of the

slons -state and )ts cltlzens tbat-urb
-

an and urbam zlnz

areas recelve urban servlces from  exlstlnc

. The L eague w 1l1 support leglslatlon w hlch w 11l aeneral purpose covernm -ents- w he
- -
re

-  

nosslble1 enhance the effectlveness of local hlstonc rather than create new soeclal d. lstrlcts or new
preservallon provlded lt does not unduly erode m unlcloalltles J

-
o provlde

-
them

-  . -
A ccordlncly.

the local proped y tax base the L eague w lll seek a com orel-lenslve studv of

leclslatlon recardlnz the lncom oratlon process.

x 'f'he taeague supports coordlnated land use lncludlnz the
. - -

p-rovlslon of addltlo
-

nal crlterla

olannlng and efforts tow ard state/local coopera- before a oosltlve recom m endatlon bv the Jolnt

tlon L ezlslatlve C om m
.  
isslon on M  unlc--m al Incor-

noratlons m av be m ade If a studv com m lttee ls

. The L eague w 11l seek a techm cal am endm ent to 
-

establlsheda m unlclnal representatlves m ust be

the subdlvlslon statutes to allow  the goverm ng lnlcuded am onz the m em-bers of that

body to delegate to subordlnate bodles the com m lttee

authonty to accept dedlcatlonsl . Tbe Leacue.-wlll. support .lemslatlon renulrlnc
. The L eague m ll support leglslatlon to requlre that m unlczpallt.pes ln co rp o. -

rated
. -
ln the future be

the fillng of speclal assessm ent resolutlons reclulred to levv a reasonable nr-onertv tax and

adopted pursuant to G  S 160A -225 m  the prew de a 
.  

re a s
-

tm able level of
-

m unlclpal

reglster of deeds office selw lces as .a p-rerenulslte to ellit- -lblllty for state-

shared revenues

. T he L eague w 1l1 suppert leglslatlon to clarlfy

and provtde flexlblllty m  the zonm g notlce H O U SIN G

requlrem ents
* The L eague w 1l1 support leglslatlon w hlch w lll

A N N E X A TIO N  fam lltate access to safe and dectnt houslng for
all N orth C arollna cltlzens, lncludlng appropn -

w The League supports the extstlng state leglsla- atlons for the H ousyng T rust Fund and other

tlve pollcy that sound urban developm ent ls houslng program s and transltlonal houslng for

essentlal for the contlnued econom lc develop- hom eless and dlsabled persons, and leglslatlon
m ent of N orth C arollna and supports the exlst- to authorlze lncentlves to developers for

;ng leglslatlve fram ew ork for extendlng provldlng 1ow  and m oderate lncom e houslng

m m uclpal boundarles, w hlch allow s areas that
are urban ln character to be m um clpal and M T he L eague w l1l seek statew lde leglslatlon to

w hlch guarantees provlslon of essentlal ser- requlre lm provem ent or dem olltlon of bulldlngs

vlces to cltlzens ln annexed areas Mumclpall- and structures closed on order of a bulldlngj tles are encouraged to develop nnnexatlon pol- lnspector, lnstead of boardlng up and aban-
lcy as part of the plam ung process and to use donlng

the authonty to annex ln a falr and reasonablej manner The League wlll contlnue to oppose M The League wlll seek leglslatlon authorlzlng the
changes ln the law , elther statem de or local, exerclse of the pow er of em lnent dom aln to

w hlch w ould w eaken the present annexatlon acqulre property that falls to m eet m lnlm um

11 lo



I housing code standards for the purpose of pro- departm ent resnonslble- fb-r envlro-nm ental

vldlng housyng for 1ow and moderate lncome protectlonl persons
* The League w jll seek appropnatlons to provlde

. n e League w lll support leglslatlon that provldes technlcal asslstance ln the area of envlronm en-

l mere flexlblllty ln conveylng property to non- ta1 protectlon
protit corporatlons for publlc use

. The League rccognlzes that local govcrm uents

j x The League wlll support statewlde leglslatlon are pmners wlth the state ln the protectlon ofto authon ze m unlclpalltles to requlre ,nstalla- the envlronm ent and w lll seek to contlnue to bg

tlon and m alntenance of sm oke detectors lncluded ln the lnltlal developm ent of envlron-

l mental leglslatlon and regulatlon and wlll fur-x The L eague w lll support leglslatlon to faclll- ther seek full fundlng or adequate revenue

tate the collectlon and dlssemlnatlon of lnfor- sources for Implementatlonl matlon that wyll be useful to local govemment
oftim als and others ln evaluatlng the local * The League w l11 seek am endm ents to w ater

lnvestm ent perform ance of financial Tnstltu- Pollutlon tax leglslatlon, lf proposed, to provlde

j tlons to local governments the same exemptlonprovlded to the federal and state govemments,
x n e League w 111 seek am endm ent to G  S based on pnnclples of lntergovernm ental tax

l 160A-443 (5a) to allow houslng authorltles and lmmumty, and to provlde mummpalltles wlth acom m lsslons, or the govenung bodyfs deslgnee, Statutory share of the proceeds

to exerclse the authorlty to order further actlonj . ne League w1ll seek leglslatlon to provlde for
n e L eague w lll seek  leglslatlon allow lng a reprcsentztlon Of m unlclpal goverm n tnt on

llt
.

y to serve m lnlm um  houslng code Stale envlronm ental boards and com m lsslons

mtmlmpal orders ln any mazmer allowed for court plead- x vjja saague wjl) support leglslatlon and
lngs under tlw  N C  R ules of C lvll Procedure

adm lnlstratlve rules that m ore effectlvelv

I vEcHslcxL Asslsrxxcz regulate non-mummpal, palocularly non-pom-t,
sources of w ater pollutlon

. ne League w11l support enlarged state appro-1 pnatlons for techmcal assls-tance to local gov- . The League wtli support leglslatlon and
ernm ents m  com m unlty and econom lc devel- adm lnlstratlve rules establlshlng m anagem ent
opm ent actlvltles, w ater quallty efforts, capltal Strategles for nutrlent sensltlve w aters, provlded

j lmprovemenls plamung and mass translt plan- that alzy sucll manageznent plan (1) fullynlng recognlzes the costs of lm plem entatlon to local

goverm nent and lncludes falr and adequate

j MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS fundlngs (2) ls sclence-bmsed andteclmolopcally feaslble, (3) allows flexlblllty
. n e L eague w lll oppose leglslatlon that ln attalm ng reductlon goals uslng the m ost cost-

j authonzes non-munlclpal resldents to vote ln effectlve meansa and (4) applles any mandatorym um m pal electlons controls ln a balanced and equltable m anner,
m tlz nutn ent reductjons by al1 responslble

l Ptrl ''b u' : 7o n'; t J tlep Opr'r o' lnl e m' O z 1 'wr 1 le tltc' Zg n 7: ol
Energy, Environknent tzwl N atural f revlous reductlon effoks by munlcspalltleso p

Resources1 . Recocnlzlna that exlstlnc sareeuards and
E N VIR O N M E N TA L R E G U L A TIO N  dem an crlterla are suffj-clent .t-o protect-acalnst

power fallure ln a11 but the rarest ofl M The Leaeue wlll seeu leu,slatlon to consolldate clrcumstances
. 
and that lt ls ne,ther feaslble nor

all w ater and w astew- ater oroaram s ln the cost-effectlve to deslœn for the m ost extrem e of

11 11
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n atu r

.

al dlsasters. the L eacue w 1l1 o
- .

ppose x T he League w 3l1 support leglslation that w lll

leclslatlon to lm nose unn
-

e
-

c
.essarv renulrements enhance the ablllty of local governments toj for on-slte Renerators for wastewater treatment meet establlshed goals ln the area of solld waste

svstem s m anagem ent, w lthout belng unduly bur-

densome Of partlcular lnterest are sourcej M ne League wlll seek to lnclude local govern- reductlon through restrlctlng dlsposable bottles
m ents ln any leglslatlon that requlres the and packaglng, the lm posltlon of advance

Envlromnental Management Commlsslon to dlsposal fees and the use of tlre and refusej abate penaltles for vlolatlons of water qualhty denved fuel Reasonable guldellnes and
requlrem ents so funds m ay be used for system  teclm lcal asslstance m ust be provlded for

lm provem ents lm plem entatlon of any such leglslatlon

1 legjslatlon to requlre . The League wjll oppose laws and regulatlons
,. The League w lll support

that, before lmplementatlon or enforcement, (lncludlng statewlde mandatov solld wastej operatlng pollcles developed by admlnlstratlve bans) that dlrectly or lndlrectly affect local
agenm es w 1ll be sublect to a revlew  process governm ents' fiexlblllty to m anage solld w aste

com parable to that used for adoptlon of under the hlerarchy set by state law , unless

j admlnlstratlve rules, lncludlng full opportunlty there ls a demonstrated dlrect relatlonshlp tofor publlc heanng and comment publlc health and safety
, or unless there ls ade-

quate state fundlng and lnfrastructure resources

j . Glven the exlstence of adequate regulatory and to support such banspenmttlng programs applicable to local
govem m ents, the L eague w l11 support a M The L eague w 1ll oppose leglslatlon and

j comprehenslve study of the N C regulatlons that undercut the ablllty andEnvyronmental Pollcy Act to determlne lf lt can authorlty of munlclpalltles to meet establlshed
be ellm lnated or revlsed to address local goals ln the area of solld w aste m anagem ent

j government concerns Local govemment and thetr ablllty to finance facllltles andrepresentatlves must be lncluded among the programs for the effectlve management of solld
m em bers of the study com m lttee w aste

1 . The Leacue wlll oppose leclslatlon to urant . The t
-eague w l11 oppose leglslatlon or regula-

lm m um tv from  clvll Denaltles for voluntarrlv tlons llm ltlng local govem m ent flexlbllsty ln

dlsclosed envlronmental vlolatlons the development of thelr solld waste1 management plans
M U N ICIPA L  U TIL ITIE S

* 'I'he League mll seek contlnued fundlng of a1 . ne League wlll oppose the lmposltlon of state revolvlng loan and grant program for solld
taxes or fees on m unlclpal publlc entem n se w aste dlsposal facllltles

j operatlons to fund state agency operatlons M The League wlll seek leglslatlon reasslgnlng
S O L ID  W A S TE  M A N A G E M E N T  the sohd w aste m anagem ent adm lm stratlve

rulemaklng authorlty to the Envlronmenta!1 . The League mll support leglslatlon that places Management Commlsslon, due to the changlng
source reductlon znltlatlves as 1ts first pn on ty techm cal and envlronm ental protectson

. The League mll seek addltlonal leglslatlon, ln- requlrements of solld waste managementl cludlng refinement of current solld waste leg-
lslatlon, to address grom ng solld w aste m an- W A TE R SH E

.ö  P R O TE C TIO N A N D  HJ.,4 TE R
agem ent problem s and solutlons based on s y p pg

,

yl munlclpal experlence, and contlnue to explore
solld w aste m anagem ent lssues vath study x n e t

aeague w lll support a leglslatlve study of
com m lsslons and the G eneral A ssem bly ubljc w ater supply lssues

s lncludlng watershedl Pprotectlon and vlablllty

jj 12



I
P ',4 TE R  A N D  P X S FF HG  TE R  F UN D IN G  D R U G S

l . The League wlll seek lncreased adequate x The League w1ll support leglslatlon to es-ftm dlng from  state appropnatlons, bond lssues tabl,sh and fund a com prehenslve statew lde

and other revenues, to asslst w ltb crttleal response to our drug problem , w lth cm phasts

l munlclpal water and wastewater captal faclll- on drug preventlon educatlon and rehabllltatTontjes, through tlze C lean W ater Loan and G rant as w ell as enforcem ent

Fund Addltlonal attentlon should be devotedj to water supply fundlng, and the League w1ll x The League acknowledges the obllgatlon of
seek leglslatlon to provlde for polnts ln the prl- goverm nent officlals to respect the constltu-

onty ranklng system  for fundlng for facllm es to tlonal ngbts of publlo Job appllcants and

j treat contamlnants ln water supplles, lf requlred employees At the same tlme, munlclpal offi-by federal law  The 20%  state m atch to draw  clals recogm ze thehr responslblllty to m alntaln

dow n the avallable federal funds ls tlze m ynl- publlc confidence ln governm ent by assurlng

j mum that must be provlded alcohoi and dnzg-free publlc work places artddellvec of servlces ln a safe manner The
. T he L eague w l1l oppose efforts to dlstort the League w 1ll oppose leglslatlon w iuch restrtcts,

l hlstoncal system for setbng pnorlty for the beyond the slgnlticant safeguards of the stateaw ards of grants and loans under the Clean and federal constltutlons, the ablllty of
W ater Loan and G rant Fund m unlclpal em ployers to adm lnlster drug and

l alcobol tests to applicants and employees and> The League m 1l oppose efforts to dw ert local take approprlate personnel actlons w here

govem m ent funds to subsldlze the state sbare w arranted

j of water and wastewater ftmdlng LAWENFORCEMENT
x The League w ll1 nnt eppose reasonable and

j Justlfiable lncreases ln water quallty permmmg . The League wll1 oppose leglslatlon provldlngand com pllance feess jf the lncreases are falrly state courts excluslve Jurlsdlctlon over crlm lnal

applled to al1 regulated polnt and non-polnt forfelm res or otherw lse m terferm g vrtth the

j sources The League m1l support addltlonal rlght of munlclpalltles to retaln a share of thefundlng from  state appropnatlons to support proceeds

water quallty regulatory programsj K The League w11l support leglslatlon or the cre-W E TL A N D S P R O TE C H O N  atlon of a Ieglslatlve study com m lsslon on the
lssue of restltuu on to local govem m ents by

j x ne League m1l support reasonable leglslatlon crlmlnal convlcts for the costs of Iaw enforce-and regulatlons to establlsh effectlve nparlan m ent lncldent to thm r m est and prosecutlon

buffers and to protect w etlands, m cludlng the

j creatlon of a state wetlands restorathon, . ne League wlll support reasonable proposalsm ltlgatlon and preservatlon program  and a to strengthen the law s regulatlng the possesslon

w etlands restoratlon trust fund of handguns T he, League w lll oppose

j leglslatlon relaxlng tralnlng standards and otherreqmzements as provlded under the concealed
Transp ortation, C t/izlpllz/2 l/itm .5' and Weapons !aw The League wll1 suoport

l Pubuc su-/ptp lpoegslsslastllnn tarj- 'fycmonBcearleel'nct'on' OZ - theweapons and
preservm g tlw  rjghts of m um m palm es, entlttes

ALCOHOLICBEVERAGES and otlwr persons to prohlblt weapons (m1 'Mes owned or occupted by themprope
M T he L eague m lI supp ort leglslatlon to perm lt

:nspeotlons of ABC lîcensed premlses by local x Tlw Ixague wlll support leglslatlon to enhancel 1aw enforcement officers the enforceablllty of statutes whlch ban or reg-

I 13



I
ulate the sale and possesm on of autom atlc address concerns w llh response tlm e

, the per-

weapons celved dlslncentlve for non-contractlng locall-1 tles to retaln exlstlng teams
, m edlcal coverage

. T he League w l1l support leglslatlon requlnng llablllty for partlclpatlng personnel
, and local

the iingerprmtlng of Juvenlies upon arrest for representatlon on the advlsory body1 acts that would be felon,es lf commltted by
adults, provlded the leglslatlon lncludes cnterla P UB LIC  TR A N SP O R TA  TIO N

for expunglng such records1 . Tbe League recognlzes that publlc transporta
-

. n e L eague w 1l1 support creatlon Qf a leg- tlon and paratranslt system s
, lncludlng reglonal

lslatlve study com m lttee on law  enforcem ent transportatlon authorltles
, benefit all areas of1 officer Junsdlctlon, lncludlng cons,deratlon of the state by providlng a vltal 11rtk to employ

-

llablllty lssues m ent opportunltles and hum an servlces pro
-

grams for al1 cltlzens and by facllltatlng thel x The Leauue wlll support leclslatlon to reoeal attalnment of a1r quallty standards wlthout
the 1993 statutorv exem ptl

-
ons that m ade certaln w hlch further econom ic developm ent cannot

tvoes of fireworks leual ln North Carollna take place The League wl11 work to cultlvate a1 partntrshlp among federal
, state and local gov-

. n e Leaaue w 111 supnort
.  leclslatlon w hlch ernm tnts ln prom otlng a m ultlm odal trans-

enhances the safe opera
.  

tlon of personal portatlon system to serve the lnterests of cltl-1 watercraft throuc: exnanded
.  reculation or thelr zens ln b0th rural and urban areas of the state

use bv m eans such as establlshlnz user ase

llmltatlons. renulnnq orerator lnstructlon. and The League w11l seek the creatlon of a stateI orowdjnz safetv reeulatlon programto asmst publjc translt and human ser-
vlces transportatlon system s w lth operatlng

CH IL D  JN ZW ZJF F TA SK F O R CE  costs
, to be financed by a dedlcated revenue1 source, such as a fuel tax

, 
collected statew lde

x The Lcague m ll support leglslatlon extendlng and dlstanbuted to both urban and rural translt

the exlstençe of the N orth C arollna Chlld system s on a form ula basls ln addltlon
, the1 Fatallty Task Force League mll support the dedlcatlon of addl-

tlonal funds to hlghw ay m alntenance

TELECOMMUNICA TIONS1 ne League wlll seeu leglslatlon to authonze
w n e League w 1ll eppose leglslatlon to m andate m uluclpalltles to lm pose local optlon taxes

statem de publlc safety telecornm um cator dedlcated to translt
, such asI trmnmg and certlscauon standards

x The League w lll oppose leglslatlon w hlch ls rental vehlcle eross recelpts taxes
-  

vehlclej more restrlctlve on munlcIpalltles than the rezlstratlon surcharces. narklnz taxes. and local
Federal T elecom m unlcatlon: A ct of 1996 ootlon sales taxes

l FIRE INSPECTORS' TMINING The League mll support a comprehenslve
publlc transportatlon needs assessm ent and

x 'Fhe League mll oppose ltglslatlon requlrlng study process to bulld consensus on the level ofj local fire mspectors to rectwe OSHA mspec- need
, ldentlfy revenue sources and undertake

tlon tralnlng long-range plannlng

j HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ne League w1ll contlnue to oppose mandated
use of P ow ell B l1i funds for publlc

x The League w11l support Ieglslatlon to transportatlon pumosesj lncrease lncentlves for local govemment
partlclpatlon ln reglonal hazardous m aten als

emergency response team contrads and to11 
14



I
. The Leazue w 11l support leqlslatlon w hlch R A ILR OA D S

lmplements the oblectlves set forth bv thej Translt 2001 Commlsslon K The League w1l1 seek leglslatlon to allow
m um clpalltles to detenm ne the level of m aln-

. ne Leaaue mll support leclslatlon whlch tenance for rallroad kacks mthln comoratel Drovldes for the enhancement of Dedestnan boundanes and to requlre that rmlroads bear the
soace and am enltles. the develoom ent of total cost of constructlng and lm provlng streets

blkewavs. and the promotlon of blcvcle- ln areas covered by rallroad crosstlesj fnendlv famlltles
. T he L eague w 11l opp ose leglslatlon to rem ove

. T he 
.  A-eacue m- 11 .

suppo.rt leRlslatlon whlch the exlstlng mumclpal authorlty to requlre thej lmrlements araduated levels of llcenses for ellmlnatlon of rallroad grade crosslngs
provlslonal llcensees for the ooeratlon of m otor

vehlcles AIRPORTSI
S TR EE TS  A N '.D  H IG H W A  FS  . The League m l1 support establlshm ent of

mlnlmum standards regulatlng helght of struc-j x ne League w1ll support leglslatlon to requlre tures surroundlng publlc alrports, provlded that
m um clpal approval of m thdraw als of platted exlstlng m rport ordlnances are grandfathered

streets pn or to fillng of a declaratlon of m th- and local zonlng adoptlon and enforcem ent ls

j drawal ln the reglster of deeds office not mandated
. n e L eague w 11l support leglslatlon provldlng s n e League m 1l support state appropn atlons

j for enhanced planmng, techmcal msslstance and jbr caplol and operatmg asslstance to mumcl-coordlnatlon of local transportatlon lmprove
-  

al and other publlc alrportsP
m ent efforts, m th partlcular attentlon to pro-

j tectlon of future nghts-of-way

I

I

I

NOTE: Approved August 6, 1997. byj League Board of Directers for recom-
m endation to the m em bership.

I

l

I

I
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l COUNCIL WORKSHOP

AGENDA ITEM SUMT RYI

I TOPIC: Proposed Contract wlth the Ferguson Group

I
C O U N C IL FO C U S AR E A : A l1 Counctl Focus A reas

I
ST A FF Q FA O U R C E : Boyd F C auble

I
IV Y  PO IN TS (Issues, C os'q Change in Policy):

I The Ferguson Group has represented the Clty and Cotmty well durmg tlle last twelve months

j . The Clty Manager and County Manager propose to extend tlle Fergttson contract for thenext slxteen m onths to provlde contm uous W ashm gton , D  C  representatlon

l @ The Clty and County have Jomtly agreed to have one D C lobbylst to provlde staff
asslstance to otlr congresslonal delegatloms as tlley seek addltlonal fundm g m  the follow m g

general artasI
.  T ranspollatlon

. Water Resource and Envlronmenul Protectlon1 . Econonuc Development

.  H ousm g

1 i,.z, sl(m,to (nr'98 - $zo,(o,ne proposed cost to the Clty for the next 16 monls wlll not exr
17Y'99 -$80,000) Ftmdmg would come from FY'98 Councll contmgencyI
O M O N S:

1 corxca DECISION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED:

On Apnl 13, Colmcll w111 be asked to 1) authortze tlle Manager to execute an agreement wlthI the county to contmue le current arrangement wTts tse Ferguson group oz wasuagton
represenotlon. 2) Jom  the County M anager to negotlate an addltlonal twelve m onth conîact for

the next fiscal year, and 3) adopt a budget ordlnnnce approprlatmg the fundmgI
A T T A C H M EN I'S: D escrlptlon of the W ashm gton Lobbylst A greem ent

I

I



I

I pRoposzn wwsmxcwx tzossusv wcau- xv

yasL t eu tlw city- co- ntrâctu mth the Mcwllan voup to provide assutance for tmannt fundingI sre
.a u.  Ferguson o roup tc prow de genv al pup ose lobbm g forand M eœ enburg County

C ounty prop 'am s. M er M c< lan's cona t exptred m  N evem ber of 1997, the C lty w a  able to

j use the Fcguson group to supplement McMlllan's efrorts as well as take advantage of addluonallobbmg and grant adwce m nrp
.qm such as B row nields, com m um ty developm ent housm g, etc.

1 ne followmg is a breakdown of the City/county lobbmg elort last year.

Fundmg: McMlllan Fermzson TotalI
Charlotte $60,000 $14,000 $ 74.000

Mecklenburg County - 74.%  74.%l $6.
,
.  y:8,x p :14:,-

j Results; Nfrenrnhsmk qtnhlllzatlon Tranglt EW-StaII''

Dtred Appropnatmnj Recelve $1,000,000 S1J00,Q00

Dtrect StalAsszstance - Brownselds Advlcel - HUD Rule Wmer Mslstance
-  N um erous N otlfcahons re: g1.a1:1  and regulahcns

I smce oecember, tlw Ferguson Gmup lhas asssted tlie clts mtlmut compensatmn- by prowamg
tnform ah on about grant program s, H ousm g A uthonty resldence w aw ers; and a generat tranm t

j ftmdmg s%tegy.
W e are currc tly w orkm g m th M ecklenburg Cotm ty to dm f a sm gle w ork program  and contract

j wlth tkeFergumm Group to pnmde Wuhmgton represenohon se ces forboi the City andC
ounty.

l AttachM is a ûshng of iss'u- upon whlçh Ferguson proposes to concen%te in the follomngear. Thls hst ls a wdm'lt of intem ew s m th C lty staffand elected ox m als. n ese lterns m l1
y
form  the basu  for Ferguqm 's proposed w ork program  and cone t.

I Should you :ave quœ ons regaxdm g tlw  atlaçitv'd proposed w olk pD F lm  Oï O Y Bth.c  IKW PA

egleng tlle futare Ferguson contrack please contact Boyd Cauble at 336-2009.1 r

I

March l3, 1998I

I
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I COUNCIL WORKSHOP

1 AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

I TOPIC: N atlonsB ank W est T rade Street Prolect

I
C O IJN C IL FO C U S AQ E A : Ecenom w  D evelopm ent

I
ST A FF Q FA O U R C E : Tom  Flynn

I
K EY PO IN TS (Issuess Cost, C bnnge in Policr):

j . Presenotlon by Tommy Shealy of NatlorlsBallk
.  

N atlonsBank and C ousm s Propertles are developm g 1 m zllm n plus square feet of oftk e

space along West Trade Sîeet ln Thlrd Ward1 . Development also mcludes resldentlal and retau
.  

T hls prolect w tll brm g an es#lm nted 8,(*  w orkers to an area of C enter C lty C harlotte tbat

ls currently mostly parkmg lots and boarded up bulldmgsI 
.  

n e prolect w as planneu w let m alor m put from  Tk rd w ard and Plnnn,ng c om m s slon,

and confonns to C ouncll's Thlrd W ard Plan

l
O F TIO N S: N /A

I
CO U NC IL DEC ISIO N O R  DIRECTIO N  REQ UESTED :

j . None at thls ttme Staff ls developmg a servlce plan tlmt responds to tlns developmentand w l11 share lt w lth C ouncll w hen lt ls com pleted
* Thls îs also backgrolm d tltform ntjon for an agenda ltem  that w lll be on Councll's A pn l 13 ,

I 1998 agenda Thls agenda ltem wll1 recommend a change m tlle Clty's land dlsposltlonpollcy m  C enter C lty to allow  C ouncll to conslder other crlterla, m  addm on to prlce, m

sellmg Center Clty landI

ATTACHMENTS:I xo.

l

I

I


